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= | culation and debate, and 
e where mens enquiries and 
contention about religion have been 
ſometimes made an occaſion of un- 
ſetling their minds, and breeding 
indifference and neglect; any ratio- 
nal attempts to revive and promote 
the practice of religion, can never 
be thought either improper or un- 
ſeaſonable. Among the many bad 
ſymptoms upon us, and the viſible 
decay of ſerious religion among all 
parties, nothing has a better aſpect, 

or gives a more agreeable proſpect, 

than the cloſe application to the 
ſtudy of the ſcriptures, the many 


1 excellent 


4 


1 


To the READER. 


excellent diſcourſes upon practical 
ſubjects, as well as ſome noble de- 
fences of religion, which have been 
lately publiſhed among us. 

TAE following ſermons were 
all preached upon ſpecial occaſions, 
and were heard with great accep- 
tance and regard; and with ſome 
allowance ſometimes for the diſad- 
vantage of the ſtyle, will be al- 
lowed by equal and impartial 
judges, to be exceedingly fitted 
to convey a great deal of excellent 
inſtruction, and to make good im- 
preſſions upon the minds of men: 


though perhaps every ſentence, or 


every ſentiment, may not exactly 
agree to their own: A candor, I 
believe, is found requiſite in read- 


ing over any human writings what- 
ſoever. 


TE Memoirs of his life are 
put together, partly from the ac- 
counts already publiſhed *, and 

| [& partly 


* By Dr. Evans in his Funeral Sermon, and 
Dr. GaLAamy in the Second Volume of his 


Continuation, 


To the READER. 


partly from what was remembred 
from his own mouth, and the in- 
formation of his family and inti- 
mate friends; and I believe they 
will be allowed, when taken toge- 
ther, to make as conſiderable a 
character for underſtanding and 
judgment, for honeſty and inte- 
grity, for wiſdom and conduct in 
affairs, for courage and zeal, and 
for uſefulneſs and beneficence, as 
* almoſt any man's, of his order, in 
the time in which he lived. 
Tua they may be ſerviceable 
to the excellent purpoſes to which 
they were originally directed by the 
Reverend Author, and are deſigned 
by his Truſtees, in this collection 
of them, by his appointment; is, 
I doubt not, the ſincere defire of 
every one concerned in it. 


W. Harris. 
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SOME. 


ACCOUNT 
OF. THE. 

LIFE of Dr. WILLIAMS. 

eee 


SECT. I. 


ESZERRSL born at Wrexham in the county 
2 / Denbigh in Wales, about 
Abbe year 1643 or 1644. It 

5 W appears that he laboured under 

fome diſadvantages in bis education, which 
ao have cramped a common genius, and 
hinder'd it from ever riſing beyond a vulgar 
pitch ; but the natural vigour and ſfirength of 
his mind, improved by uncommon diligence and 
application, made up the want of fuch helps 
which many others enjoy in their early years. 

His riſing to ſo great a capacity of uſefulneſs 

under ſo few advantages, muſt be allowed, 

| *A 4 inſtead 
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vii 


Some Account of the 


inſtead of detrafting from him, to add conſi- 


derably to his real Lay This & advantage 
appeared in nothing fo much, as in the want 
of eaſe and purity in his le, which 15 com- 
monly formed in younger life. 

He was a lover of ferious religion from 


his youth, and as one of the firſt of the ri- 


fing generation, who entered into the miniſtry, 


after the ejectment in 1662. He ſays of 
himſelf, * That from froe years old he had no 
«* employment but his ſtudies ; and that by 
« mineteen he was regularly admitted a 

« preacher . He freely owned himſelf a 


1 at a time hen he knew it 


my expoſe him to great frraits and hardſhifs : 


eas if he could have ſatisfied himſelf to 
ſubmit to the terms of the national eftabliſh- 


ment, his intellectual furniture, joined «with 
his uncommon ſagacity and dexterity, and 
wmwearied diligence, would have given him 
as fair a proſtect of preferment, as almoſt any 
of his contemporaries could pretend to. 

When he had ſpent a few years in 
—_— occafionally in ſeveral parts of 

ngland, and found the times fo frowning 
and diſcuuraging to Diſſenters, that he had 
little proſpect _— pur ſiuing Fo miniſtry <oithout 

great ha Providence very ſeaſenably 
— him a way for ſervice in Ireland: 
where even in thoſe times, the government 
thought fit to treat men of hrs principles, 
ani a fwarm of bigotted Papiſts, in a very 


afferent 


® Preface to the Defence of Goſpel Truth, 
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Lirs of Dr. JW illianis ix 
different manner from their brethren in Eng- 


land, and from the difficulties brought upon 
them in Ireland fince. As be made an occa- 
] wifit to the pious Lady Wilbraham © 
A Salop — received an — 
invitation to be chaplain to the counteſs 
Meath in that #1mgdom : He readily accepted 
it; and here be found a refuge from the 
form, and a confiderabie opportunity of ſervice. 
Alter fome time he was called to the paſto- 
ral office in the city of Dublin, in & congre- 
gation of principal figure, who uſed to wor- 
ip God in Woodſtreet. In that kingdom 
be had an qpportunity of publick ſer vice, for 
* near twenty years, by his labowrs in the pul- 
Pit, by his prudent advice, by improving the | 
intereſt be obtamed in perſons of the higheſt 
rank, and by ſeveral other — in which 
providence choſe to make him a general wy 
ing. Here be filled his ſtation ch 
3 acceptance, in great harmony with his brethren 
in the miniſtry, and reſpected by moſt who 
| were hearty Proteſtants in that kingdom. 
Here he married his firſt. wife, who was not 
only a lady of diftinguiſhed wiſdom and piery, 
but of an honourable family, and c 
late; and jo, by the bounty of providence, he 
came to be in a more plentiful cir nce 
than moſt of his brethren, and a greater ca- 
pacity of uſefulneſs, all 2 hfe T. | | 
In the troubles of Ireland in the latter end 
of King James's reign, mes 4 


+ See her exemplary character, in her Funeral Sermon, 
by Dr. C alany. 


x Some Account of the 


thence, after eſcaping ſome threatning dangers 
by the fyrannical and violent proceedings of a 
popuſÞ . The Romaniſts at that 
time were more inſolent there, than here; and 
bis warm oppoſition to Popery did not a little 
expoſe him. When be could not continue there 
any longer in ſafety, he came over to England 
in 1687. and made London the place 95 his 
retreat, where he was ſoon obſerved and 
eſteemed, Here he was of great uſe upon a 
very critical and important ge Some of 
the court agents did at that time indeavour 
to bring the Diſſenters in this city, into an 
addreſs, upon the King's diſpenſing with the 
penal laws. In à conference at one of their 
meetings, upon that occaſion, in the preſence 
of ſome of the agents; Mr. Williams bravely 
declared, © That it was with him paſt doubt, 
« that the ſeverities. of the former reign upon 
the Proteſtant Diſſenters, were rather as 
© they ſtood in the way of arbitrary power, 
* than for their religious diſſent ; fo it were 
better for them to be reduced to their for- 
« mer hardſhips, than declare for meaſures 
* deftruttrve of the liberties of their country; 
* and that for himſelf, before he would con- 
* Cur in an addreſs which ſhould be thought 
« an approbation of the diſpenſing power, 
* be would chuſe — hag. his e as at 
« his Majeſty's feet.” 2 purſued the argu- 
ment with ſuch clearneſs and ſtrength, that 
all preſent rejected the motion, and the emiſ- 
faries went away diſappointed, There was a 
meeting 
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LIr E of Dr. Villiams. 
meeting at the ſame time of a conſiderable 
number of the city clergy, waiting the iſue 
of their deliberations, who were greatly ani- 
mated and encouraged by this briſk reſolution 
of the diſſenting miniſters. 

He was of great uſe to ſuch who came 
after him from Ireland into theſe parts, when 
K things «ere carried to extremities, and they 
1 were in conſtant danger of being ſacrificed to 
3 the cruelty of Tyrconnel, and his army of 
cut-throats. He not only gave them confide- 
1 rable aſſiſtance himſelf, but ſtirred up compaſ- 
3K fron towards them among his acquaintance, 
which was large and extenſive, to the utmoſt 
of his power. | 

After the glorious Revolution in 1688, 
4 in which none more heartily rejoiced than be, 
he was not only ſometimes conſulted by King 
1 WILLIAM about the Iriſh affairs, with 
'Y which he xcas well acquainted, but was often 
3 regarded at court on the ' behalf of ſeveral 
1 who fled from thence, and were capable of 
doing ſervice to the government. He received 
great acknowledgments and thanks upon this 
account, when, in the year 1700, he went 
into Ireland to viſit his old friends, and to 
ſettle ſome affairs relating to his eftate ; and 
even from ſeveral who at firſt had been apt to 
cenſure his quitting Ireland too haſtily, for 
want of courage, or too great a concern for 
his own ſafety. 

After he had ſpent ſome time in preaching 
occaſionally about the city of London, with 

| general 


Some Account of the 


general acceptance and great eſteem, and not 
without ſeveral motions made for a ſettlement, 
at length, about the latter end of 1688, upon 
the fudden death of Mr. John Oakes, he was 
choſen to ſucceed him, in his numerous congre- 
gation at Hand-Ally, in Biſhopſgate-ſtrect. 
The call being unanimous, . he accepted it, and 
continued with them m the ſervice of the 
goſhel twenty-ſeven years. He was then in 
tbe vigour of life, and uſed to ſay, He de- 
« fired a ftation in which he might have a 
« great deal of work, and a little wages.” 
From the time of his coming to London, 
he converſed much with the eminent Mr. 
Richard Baxter, by whom he was greatly 
eſteemed; and Jometimes preached for him in 
his turn at the Merchants Lecture at Pin- 


ners- Hall, oben he was indifpoſed. Upon 2 
Mr. Baxter's ' deceaſe, he was choſen into A 
that Lecture, in his room, 1691. A confide- 1 
rable intereft was made aguinſt him, in favour 4 
of Mr. Woodcock, who was a learned man, | 


amd had been a noted tutor in the untverſity. 

It happened that the electors were equally di- 

wided ; and it was immediately agreed to ap- 

peal to providence by a lot, which fell upon 

Ar. Williams, and there was a general ac- 

quieſcence in him. Upon this occaſion it was 

ſaid by one, aue was a good judge of men, 

and not prejudiced in his favour, © That tho 

e he had ſerved Mr. Woodcock as his friend, 

* and who exceeded him in learning, yet he 1 

« thought providence had clearly . 4 
| cc 7 2 * 
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« the matter, and that My. Williams was 
« 4 man of the beſt natural parts of any 
« man in England *.“ 

If was not long after, that there were jre- 
quent claſhings in the diſcourſes of ſome of the 


Lecturers; and the ſupporters were divided. 


And tlo frequent attempts were made to pre- 
vent miſunder/tandings, yet in a little time the 
heat was revived again. At length a defign 


was formed to exclude Mr. Williams out of 
the Lecture, for preaching againſt ſome An- 


tinomian points, which began to be openly 
eſpouſed by on. This being diſcovered, was 
vigoroufly oppoſed by far the greater number 
of the eter to the Lecture, why, at 
ength, when no propoſal for peace would be 
admitted, raiſed another Tueſday-Lecture af 
Salters-Hall. Three of the old Lecturers, 
Dr. Bates, Mr. How, Mr. Alſop, accom- 


punied Mr. Williams; and tuo more were 


added to them, Dr. Anneſly, and Mr. Richard 
Mayo : But this occaſioned a S deal of 
noiſe and clamour. 

It was about this time that Dr. Criſp's 
works were reprinted in one volume, with 


ſome additional pieces by his ſon, with an at- 


teſtation prefixed by ſome miniſters of London, 
to the genuineneſs of thoſe adartions : But 


the matter was managed in fuch manner, that 
it was apprehended that an ill uſe would be 


made of their hands, and which they never 
Intended. Upon thts occafion Mr. Williams, 


at 


* Ms. Jer. White, 


Some Account of the 


at the defire of ſeveral of his brethren, rote 

his Goſpel Truth, ſtated and vindicated : 

In which he reduces the controverſy to certain 

heads, and diſtinftly ftates the truth and er- 

ror, under each of them: then he proves the 
latter to be Dr. Criſp's opinion from his own 

expreſs words ; and ſhews diſtin#tly what the 

difference is not, and what it really is; and 
then confirms the truth oppoſed, by proper rea- 

ſons, and by the teſtimony of the Weſtminſter 

Aſſembly, the New-England Synod, and 
the Congregational Elders at the Savoy, and 
of particular writers who were moſt generally 

efteemed. And, laſtly, he gives the grounds of 
the Doctors miſtake. Of this book Mr, Alſop 

gives the following character, That it was 

« fairly written, rationally argued, exattly 

* methodized, and piouſiy deſigned &. 

Tt was firſt publiſhed in March 1692. 
with an approbation annexed 3 prin- 
cipal miniſters in London, The ſecond edi- 
tion had a larger number of hands; and to 
the third, was added a poſtſcript, for the 
clearing ſeveral truths and facts. He wrote 
bis Defence of Goſpel Truth, in anſwer to 
Dr. Chauncy, who firft attacked him with 
great heat. This anſwer was allowed by the 
beſt judges, and ſome who were not of his 
opinion, to be writ with great ſtrength of 
judgment, and with a chriſtian temper. The. 
point of the goſpel's being the law of Chriſt, 
is nervouſly argued and ſupported, Some time 

after, 

* 4 Faithful Rebuke, Qc. 


Lies of Dr. Villiams. 
after, he wrote his Man made righteous, hon 
the ſulject of Juſtification, in which he had a 


particular ſentiment peculiar to himſelf : with 


a large Appendix, in anſwer to Mr. Mather. 
This was written with a great compaſs of 
thought, and with great vigour and force. 
There was ſome debate between him and Mr. 
Stephen Lob, who had charged his Goſpel 


Truthww:th favouring Socinianiſm. This occa- 


froned an Appeal on both fides, to Dr. Stil- 
lingfleet, then Biſhop of Worceſter, and to 
Dr. Jonathan Edwards of Oxford, who had 
written with great learning, and were eſteem- 
ed great maſters of that _— They 
both honourably acquitted him of the charge, 
with many expreſſions 5 great reſpect to him. 
This debate was cloſed with a ſmall tract en- 
tituled An End to Diſcord ; in which be 
diſtinctly ſtates the opinion of the Orthodox, 
the Socinian, and the Antinomian, about 
Chriſt's ſatisfaction. He diſclaims the So- 
cinian notion; and afterwards drew out a 
Renunciation of Antinomian errors, from 
ſeveral principal congregational miniſters. 
Tho this controverſy drew a great deal 0 
trouble and oppofition upon him, he had t 
 ſatisfaftion to ſee his labours give a migh 
check to the ſpreading of Dr. Criſp's epi- 
nions; and chearfully ſubmitted to the diſpoſal 
of providence, which allots to every man his 
work and his treatment &. 


* See a further account of this Controverſy in Mr. 
Nelſon's Life of Biſhop Bull. 
| It 
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E cannot be denied but he had hard mea- 

ure from ſome violent ſpirits of thoſe times. 

ape terrible 2 upon 5 repu- 
tation with reſpect to his Morals. Some were 
for firittly canvaſſing his conduft and beba- 
viqur, in all places where be had lived, even 
rom his younger years. Hereupon he threw 
himſelf upon the body of the diſſenting mini- 
ters, in and about the city, who choſe a 
committee on purpoſe to hear any thing which 
could be alledged againſt bim, and her he 
had to offer in his own vindication. The 
committee took a 1 — deal of pains, heard 
all pretenſians, and fbent about eight weeRs in 
the affair, and then made their refort to the 
body of the miniſters, who were expreſly ſum- 
moned for this purpoſe, April 8. 1695. and 
met to the number of fixty. They declared, 

«© That tis the unanimous opinion of the united — 


« miniſters, upon the report brought in by 
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&« the committee, and the further —— of 4A 
&« thoſe of the committee preſent, that Mr. 1 
« Williams 7s entirely clear and innocent of 9 
« all that was laid to his churge 'S 


T great prejudices were W BNP: againſt 
him in Sos minds of many, by the violence of 
this proſecution, yet his own Congregation 
firm by him thro the whole courſe of this 


trouble, and be had many hearty friends all 
over the city, who ities and prayed for 
| i anũ did . 


fart 


* See a more particular Relation of this matter in the 
Poſtſcript to the third Edition of Goſpel Truth. 
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fort him, *while the malice of his adverſaries 
was ſo violent and impetuous. It was ob- 
ſerved by many that God gave him that calm- 
neſs and ſedateneſs beyond his natural temper, 
and that preſence of mind under all the injury 
and provocation of this eager proſecution, as 
redounded greatly to his honour, and effettu- 
ally defeated the defigns of his enemies againſt 
him. He lived to ſee the minds of many ſof= 
tened who were moſt incenſed againſt bim; 
and to convince not a few of their miſtakes in 
the doftrines contended for, and in their opi- 
nion concerning himſelf. This affair in all 
its circumſtances, was as remarkable an in- 
ance, in its kind, as perhaps the age produ- 
ced, of the violence of a party ſpirit, and how 
far an intemperate zeal for a favourite opi- 
nion, will ſometimes tranſport men beyond 
all the bounds of reaſon and prudence, and 

all the laws of religion and humanity too. 

The Doctor's ſecond marriage was in the 
year 1701. to Mrs. Jane, the widow of Mr. 
Francis Barckſtead ; a lady of a conſiderable 
fortune and great worth *, whoſe father left 
à noble 


* Mr. George Guill, Mrs. Williams's father, has left 
this memorandum under his owri hand, in his Family 
Bible; On Thurſday, October 11. 1685. French ſtyle, 
Me ſet out from Tours, and came to Paris on Monday 
* the 15th of the ſaid month. On the 17th came out the 
king of France his declaration to drive out the Pro- 


«« teſtants, who had notice in Paris in four days, which 


falling out the 2 1ſt was juſt the day whereon our places 
in the waggon for Calais were retained ; and the day 
before I was warned by letters from Tours, by ſeveral 

® B | = friends, 
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a noble eftate at Tours in France for the 


fake of his religion. He. lived with her 


about fifteen years avith great ſatigfaction to 
himſelf, aud an high value for her. She 
is yet ſurviving, and retains an high honour 
or Dr. Williams's memory, and is waiting 
in hope for the heavenly felicity. 
7h ho" he was a conflant preacher, and di- 
ligently attended to the proper duties of his ta- 
tion, . he aus not fo confined to the pulpit, 
or the ſtudy, as not to mind how the world 
went about him, or to be an unconcerned ſpec- 
tator of the treatment of the body of the dif- 
enters, whoſe intereſt he had much at heart; 
or of the ate of the nation with reſpect to 
religion and liberty. He uus active to the 


utmoſt of his power im the reign of Deen 
Anne, when a bill was depending in parlia- 


ment againſt occaſional conformity. It gave 


him no ſmall pleaſure to find it twice —.— 
out ; and when it was at laſt carried in the 
third attempt, and by the help of thoſe 
perſons, who ſtrenuouſly oppoſed it before ; 47d 
could not help laying it to heart, This af- 
fected bim jo much the more, becauſe he well 
knew 


*« friends, that upon falſe accuſations I was ſought out 
** by the Intendant, and other magiſtrates ; and that they 


had written to the Chancellezr of France to ſend after 


me and arreſt me: — it pleaſed God, that imme- 
«« diately after his figning and ſeali the declaration 
«« for the open —__ the Edie of f Nants, he fell ſick 
«© and died, while we were on our journey. So I have 
6 extraordinary occaſion to take notice of God's provi- 
« dence towards me and mine in ſuch eminent dan- 
gers, out of which he hath miraculouſly ſaved us 


— 


7 Lir E of Dr. Villiams. 
3 tHnew the diſſenters deſerved other ſort of uſage 
from thoſe to ' whom they had upon occafion, 


done good fervice ; and apprehended there was - 


but little likelihood of any publick benefit, from 
uch a ſtep, eſpecially in ſuch a juncture: 
A he JT 75 rs 5 the forward 
agents in that affair would themſelues be de- 
ſpiſed by thoſe they ſo officioufly courted, at 
the expence of their friends, who had never 
deſerted them in any critical exigence. 
It vas yet a greater trouble to him to 
that in the year 1704. the moſt ſtrenuous 
applications which could be made, could not 
prevail to prevent the impoſing the ſacramen- 
tal teſt upon the diſſenters in Ireland, who 
till that time had been free from it. It was 
inſerted as a clauſe in a bill with the pe- 
cious pretence of ſecuring the Proteſtants of 
Teland from the great numbers and inſo- 
lence of the Papiſts there; vbich ſurely in 
all good ſenſe was a firong reaſon the other 


may. The clauſe was added clandeſtinely, 


3 ths it would be no difficult matter to tell by 
3 ohom it was done; for the matter was con- 
* cealed till the blow was given; and there 
was not the leaft ſuſpicion of it till it as 
too late to prevent it. The bill being read 
in Ireland after it was returned from Eng- 
land, they muſt either take or hſe the whole. 
But even this turned to the honour of the 
diſſenters in the iſſue ; for ſuch was the po- 

e of affairs ſome time after, in the reign 
of King George, that the Iriſh Houſe of 
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Commons thought fit to reſolve nemine con- 
tradicente, ** That ſuch of his Majeſty's Pro- 
& teſtant 4 Henting ſubjects of this kingdom, 
&« who had taken commiſſions in the militia, 
ce or acted by commiſſion of array, have there- 
« by done ſeaſonable ſervice to his Majeſty's 

« perſon and government, and the Proteſtant 
« intereſt in this kingdom.” And, © That 
e any perſon <who ſhall maintam a proſecution 
* againſt a diſſenter, who has accepted, or 
* ſhall accept of a commuſſion in the array 


&« or militia, is an enemy to King George 


&« and the Proteſtant intereſt, and a friend to 


ce the pretender.” 

He was very much in his judgment 5 
the Union with Scotland in 1707. being 
convinced that it was the moſt effettual way 
to ſecure the proteſtant ſucceſſion, and . the 
continuance of their ecclefaſtical eftabliſhment 


in North Britain, againſt the attempts of 


ſuch who were bent to oppoſe it, or might 
be tempted to betray it. He recommended 
with great earneſineſs the forwarding of the 
union to his friends in Scotland; and greatly 
rejoiced when it was ſettled and ratified, and 
hoped the good effects of it would be both 
conſiderable and laſting, 

In the year 170g. he had a diploma 
ſent * from the univerjity of Edinburgh 
and Glaigow, at the ſame time with Dr. 
Oldfield, and Dr. Calamy. This was an 
honour he no way affected, or defired, but 
as circumſtances _-_, he could not decently 
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refuſe it. He always ſhewed a great regard 
to the religious intereſts of that part of Great- 
Britain, and by his good-will would have had 
all who were deſigned for the miniſtry among 


the Diſſenters, in South Britain, # have a 


part of their education at leaſt, in one or other 


of thetr univerſities. He encouraged the draw- 


ing up a ſcheme, for that purpoſe, which could 


not be brought to perfection for want of a 
eneral concurrence. | 
In the latter end of the Queen's reign, he 
had very dark apprehenfions of the ſtate of 
affairs, and great fears about the Proteſtant 
Succeſſion. He dealt freely about this matter 
with the great man who was then at the head 


of affairs , with whom he had been long 


acquainted ; and warned him of his own dan- 


ger, whether he was engaged in thoſe defigns, 
or had kept himſelf out of them. If he was 


really engaged, he preſs d him to confider, how 


diſhonourable a thing it would be to have a 


hand in the miſery and flavery of his country, 
and which would not fail in the iſſue to be 


ruinous to himſelf and his family. If he was 
not engaged himſelf in ſuch a defign, but 


aimed at ſhewing his art and dexterity in 


keeping things in a pendulous poſture, that 


he might have the honour at laſt of turn 
ing the ſcale; he begged him to confider, 
things went à lit. 
tle further, of their riſing to ſuch an height 
as would be out of his power to retrieve ; and 
48 3 of 

+ Earl of Oxford. | 


what hazard he run, if 
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of being over-ruled and born down by thoſe 
with whom he was embarked. The freedom 
he took wwas not well reliſbed; but he ſatisfied 
himſelf ith diſcharging his conſcience, and 
with his own good intentions. 

Some time afteff be was 8 a ſcurvy 


trick by one whom he had indeavoured to 
oblige, and whom a ſmall degree of honour 
and gratitude would have kept from ſo baſe 
and inhuman an action. The caſe was this: 
The Dactor was 9orote to, with ſome earneſt- 
neſs, by his friends in Ireland, to communt- 


cate his thoughts to them, as to the poſture * 


of affairs at that time, and the deſigns and 
views of t 5 at the helm. He * — up an 
anſwer with great frankneſs, and ſent it into 
Ireland by. a ſafe hand, — keeping a copy 
9 * He had this copy in his pocket when 

waited upon a certain gentleman of the 
long robe, and pulling it out with a number 
of other papers, at his lagings, he happened 


lo leave it behind him, tho" be brought away 


all his other papers. The gentleman finding it 
contained a great many free thoughts concern- 
ing publick affairs, and ſome remarks on the 
great man before mentioned, thought be ſhould 
merit his favour, if he communicated the * 
ter to him, and accordingly went and left 

with him. He was incenſed to that oe 
againſt the Doctor, that he would never for- 
give him, The achim was the baſer, becauſe 


the gentleman <eas under particular obligations 


zo bim, who bad advanced a ſum of money by 
WY 
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ay of han, at a moderate intereſt, when 


terly at a hſs to raiſe it any other way. 
No man in the nation more heartily re- 
joiced at the blowing over the ſtorm by the 
acceſſion of King GEORGE to the Britiſh 
throne, and the taking place of the Proteſtant 
Succeſſwn ; which he hoped would be a ſpring 
of many laſting bleſſmgs, not only to this land, 
but to the whole Proteſtant intereſt. On Sep- 
tember 28. 1714. he preſented an adareſs to 
the King, at 2 head of the diſſenting mini- 
ers of the ſeveral denominations in and about 
the city of London, congratulating his Ma- 
Jeſty's peaceful acceſſion to the throne, and his 
own and the Prince's ſafe arrival, which he 
owned to be the merciful return of many ar- 


dent proyers, Cc. 


8 E C . II. 


He was bleſt by nature with an unſuual 
genius: He had a penetrating judgment, a 
copious invention, a faithful memory, and vi- 
gorous aſfections; theſe were cultivated by 
much thought, and diligent reading. His 
mind was capable of the cloſeſt application, 


When he was engaged in a debate, or t0 re- 


ſolve a caſe of conſcience, - be would immedi 
ately faſten-upon the main hinge on which the 


| thing turned, take the argument in its full 


extent, repreſent it diſtinctiy in all its diffe- 
rent views, and with' a quickneſs and force 
*B 4. that 


* 
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bis credit wwas funk fo low, that he was ut- 
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that few men were ever able to do. To this 
make of mind was added a ſtrong and vigorous 
conſtitution of body, which continued with him 
till the infirmities of age grew upon him in 


the laſt years of hfe : the diſtemper which his 


friends apprehended might be peculiarly dan- 


gerous, from his natural make, who was ſan- 
guine and corpulent, viz. the ſmall-pox, he 
eſcaped to the laſt. Y 

As to his pulpit performances, tho" he ne- 
der affected much politeneſs, yet he had a 
depth of thought, and compaſs of mind, which 
few polite men are capable of ; and they had 
a great aptitude to anſwer the ends of preach- 
ing, and were very inſtructing and affefting 
at once. His ſubjefts were always prattical 
and <perghty ; his thoughts were folid and co- 
pious ; he vent over the whole compaſs of a 


ſalject, and took in an uncommon variety of 


what was pertinent to it, His manner of 
managing it was plain and ſcriptural, with 
an intermixture the doctrinal and applica- 
tory parts, with great propriety and life. 
Light and heat were joined together in his 
diſcourſes ; and he ſeldom cloſed a ſermon 
without a particular addreſs to good and bad 
men, according to the tenor of the ſubject; or 
putting ſome chſe queſtions to them, whichwere 
peculiarly adapted to ſend them home in a 
ſerious frame. His ſucceſs was remarkable 
as well as his labours, and he was owned of 
God to do abundance of good to the ſouls of 
men, to convert ſome from the error of their 
way, 
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y, to improve and confirm others, and to 
dived and ate many. He preached for 
many years every Chriſtmas-day 10 4 vaſt 
audience of younger people, from various 
quarters of the town, and was the mſtrument 
of. awakening and impreſſing the minds of great 
numbers, upon thoſe occaſions. I have known 
many who have ſpoken with great affection 
and pleaſure, of the advantage of thoſe oppor- 
tunities, in their younger years. The vanity 
of Childhood and Youth, is a ſpecimen of 
his judicious lively manner of preaching at 
thoſe times, and his earneſt pathetick pleading 
with men about the concerns of their ſouls. 
He was a conſtant preacher for about fifty 
years; and in a fit of fine ſeven years 
before his death, he ſaid, That he had not 
been obliged wholly to omit preaching above 
five Lord's-days, from his firſt entrance into 
the miniſtry. 

He was a great. friend and encourager of 
young miniſters: no man was a more candid 
hearer of their publick performances, or more 
glad of an opportunity to help them forward 
into uſefulneſs ; and yet no man was a more 
faithful friend by kind and neceſſary admomi- 
tons, when there was occaſion for them. No- 
thing was more diſagreeable and offenſive to 
him, than conceit and raſhneſs in younger per- 
fons ; and he would often inculcate upon them 


the neceſſary diſadvantage of inexperience. 
He was remarkable for his courage and 


boldneſs in owning and defending the truth, 
whit 
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which he thought of importance, whatſoever 
cenſure or oppofition he might have reaſon to 
expect; and whatſoever he thought the pre- 
ſent truth, or that branch of The Chriſtian 


ſcheme, which was moſt ſtruck at, in any 


particular juncture, in which he apprehended 
the honour of God, and the welfare of mens 


fouls were concerned, he was always forward 


io appear in its defence. He argued ſtrongly 


for the truth, without unkind or injurious 


inſinuations of other men: He deteſted jo 
mean an artifice. 

He was great in prudence, and had a 
head admirably turned for buſmeſs, which was 
obſerved by many of the higheſt rank, and 


made him frequently conſulted by many in 


matters of the greateſt difficulty an 3 


Sir Charles Woleſey who was a wiſe and 
learned Gentleman, and had been himſelf em- 


- ployed in public affairs, declared, upon a con- 


verſation he had with him, in his journey to 
Ireland, that he was ſurpr! d at the compaſs 
of his inouledge of the intereſis of Europe, 
and the ſtate of the nation; and that he 


ſeemed to him to talk hike q privy counſellor. 


But he was always inflexibly honeſt, and 
abhorred any wiſdom of the ſerpent, which 
could not conſiſt with the innocence of the 
dove. He would never ſuffer himſelf to 


come into any court trick, or political doub- 


ling, nor could be affri gbted or allured, into 
any meaſures contrary to the intereſt of his 
country : And quickly gave up an intimacy, 


* or 


or friendſhip awith the greateſt, when they 
= wentured to make any ſuch attempt upon 
hi n. i | | 
1 He governed himſelf ſteadily in all the 
* Fations he was called to, by the dictates of 
is conſcience ; and when he was deter- 
mined in his own mind, he was immoveable 
by any temporal confiderations. He purſued 
what he thought right with a blunt integrity, 
and unſhaken reſolution > It was a little 
thing with him to be judged of man's judg- 
ment. And what was his own beloved cha- 
rater, viz. ſimplicity, and godly ſincerity, 
did above all things recommend others to his 
* eſteem, though it was found in the meaneſt 
People, and attended with very weak abili- 
lies, or diſcerned in thoſe of different ſenti- 
ments from himſelf : He truly loved an ho- 
neſt man, in whom there was no guile, 
wherever he met him. 

He had an unuſual readineſs to forgive 
bis) worſt enemies; and few men had ever 
greater occaſion to exerciſe it. He rejoiced 
n their welfare, ſympathiſed with them in 
their afflictions; willmgly did good offices for 
them afterward, and ſeldom or never cared 
to ſpeak ill of them, or to hear others db it, 
without important reaſon for it. The teſ- 
timony of his conſcience gave him ſufficient 
fatisfattion. However free ſome people made 
with his reputation, he was conſcientiouſly 
b tender of that of others, eſpecially of mini- 
ers; as knowing how nice a thing a good 


name 
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name is, and of what conſequence to mens 
ervice in tbe-aoorld. 

IE were well if ſuch men would ſeriouſly 
conſider horde much guilt they contract, and 
woat miſchief they are doing, who take li- 
berties with the characters of uſeful men, 
without any proper call, or perhaps any 2 
fcient ground, whether it be from wanton- 
neſs, envy or ſpite, to prejudice the minds of 
men againſt them, and weaken their influ- 
ence and uſefulneſs in the world. 

Tho he was a ſteady Nonconformiſt pon 
principle, yet he had a charitable temper to- 
wards the eſtabliſhed church. This induced 
him at the revolution to be very deſirous of a 
comprehenſion, on condition of a free tole- 
ration to ſuch diſſenting Proteſtants as could 
not be included. And tho' the temper of the 
prevailing part of the clergy at that time, 
made him apprehend that little good was to 
be expected that way ; yet he often e: Preſſed 
a firm perſuafion, ** That God would in time 
% bring all ſober and moderate Proteſtants 


e nearer together, and find ſome way\of ſe-. 


« perating them more entirely from the looſe 
and the violent. 

His eſtate was chiefly uſed in doing good. 
He exerciſed a frugality as to his own per- 
ſon, poſſibly to an exceſs ; but it was with 
this deſign, that he might be more uſeful ta 
others : So he expreſſes himſelf in his laſt will ; 
« As for the eſtate with which God hath 
« ple fed me, I have uſed it woith moderation 

7 | cc a 8 
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4 to myſelf, that I might be the more 
« uſeful to others, both in life, and after 
« my death”. And accordingly the bleſjing 
of many <who were ready to periſh came upon 
him. Beſides, à number of miniſters and 
ſtudents, who were in neceſſitous circumſtan- 
ces, received frequent and liberal exhibitions 
from him. Though he was naturally of a 
provident temper, and might not go ſo far 
as ſome others, upon a mere principle of ge- 
nerofity ; yet where a ſenſe of duty, or proj- 
pect of ſervice, called him, he would diſtri- 
bute freely, and was ready to any good work, 
There were no ſmall ſums of money which he 
| boft among ſome to whom he charitably lent- 
them, for their ſipport and aſſiſtance, upon 
the apprehenſion of their good character, or 
= the hopes of promoting ſome uſeful defign. 
1 He had an extenſive care for the intereſt 
of Chrift in all parts, and was ready with 
h1s advice, and purſe, and influence to give 
his affiſtance for its ſupport in remote quar- 
ters. Not only England, but Scotland and 
Ireland, and the American colonzes, had a 
large ſhare in his concern ; ſo that it might 
be applied to him as truly as to moſt ordi- 
= nary miniſters, that he had upon him the 
care of all the churches. 
73 He continued in the - exerciſe of his mini- 
ry to the end of his days, tho his ftrength 
vi/ibly declined the laſt two. or three years of 
his life, and he gradually decayed by the 
growing infirmities of age, till be ſunk under 
a the 
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the weight of them. After a ſhort confine- 


ment by an aſthmatick diſorder, with a firm 
and ſtedfaſt faith and hope, he committed 
himſelf to God, and fell aſleep in TFeſas, 
January 26, 171 5-6. in the 73d year of his 
age. He was interred in a new vault of his 
own in the burying-ground near Bunhill- 
fields. His Funeral Sermon was preached 
by Dr. Evans, who had been eleven years 
his fellow-labourer, and afterwards his ſuc- 
ceſſor. The Epitaph upon his tomb-ſtone 
- drawn up by a learned and ſeilful 
nd. 
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bf wrexamiae in comitatv denbigenſi 

inter .cambro-britannos nati 


4 qui a primis annis 
* pietate aeqve ac bonis literis feliciter imbvtvs 
i divini verbi praeconis mvnvs admodvm ivvenis : 
in myltis_angliae partibvs non fine lavde peregit 1 
deinde apvd hibernos praecipve eblanae | 
vbi media acetate conſympta magnvm ſvi deſiderivm 
inter omnes reformatae fidei cvltores reliqvit 
tandem pontificia tyrannide londinum ſe conferre coactus 
magna ibi celebritate famae per mvltos annos 


ad mortem vſqve florvit : 
vir ampliſſima mente 
in quo acvtiſſimym ingenivm cvm ivdicio ſvbactiſſimo : 


qvod pavcis contigit conivnctvm videbatvr 


in omnibvs theologiae 
partibvs ſi qviſqvam alivs verſatiſſimvs 
concionator vehemens idem et acer gravis et copioſvs 
aſſidvvs et felix ad docendvm probandvum permovendvm 
provt res poſtvlabat aeqve accommodatys 
paſtor dvbivm peritior an vigilantior 
ad chriſtianam fidem promovendam opera re gratia 
non in patria ſolvm ſed etiam apvd exteros 
ſemper paratiſſimvs 


ad conſilia ſive danda 
ſive exeqvenda pariter inſtructiſſimvs 
idemqve in ardvis atqve difficillimis rebvs tym publicis 
tym privatis peragendis non minori prvdentia 
et diligentia qvam integritate conſpicvvs 


1 in omnes caritate 
atqve candore animi fingulari 
ſibi in re ampliſſima parcvs in alios vero pavperes 
praecipve ac rem publicam vt ſemper alias 
ita teſtamento mvnificentiſſimvs 


deniqve omnis virtvtis 
qvantvm mortalivm capit conditio 
dym vixit ſtvdioſiſſimvs eorvm qyvae illa non admittit 
annis iam et lavde plenvs in coeleſti coety 
particeps factus vii. kal. feb. 


anno 
aetatis ſvae Ixxii, chriſti Mpccxvi. 
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As he had ſpent much of his life in bene- 
Factions, as God had proſper d him, fo it was 
plain he deſigned the ſame at his death. He 
conſigned the body of his eftate to the greatc/? 
variety of excellent charities, for the glory of 
God, and the good of mankind, which will be 
cafily met me, in the defigns of any one man. 
Beſides the ſettlement to his wife, and legacies 


to his relations and friends, he left a donation © 


to the ſociety for Reformation of manners; 
fon the education of youth in Dublin, and for 
an itinerant preacher to the native Iriſh ; to 
the poor in Woodſtreet congregation, and 


in that in Hand-Ally, where he had been 


ſucceſſively miniſter ; to the French Refugees; 
to the poor of Shoreditch pariſh, where he 
delt; to ſeveral miniſters widows ; to St. 
Thomas's Hoſpital, and the London Work- 
houſe; to the college of Glaſgow; to the 
ſociety of Scotland for propagating chriſtian 
knowledge ; to the ſociety for New-England, 
to ſupport tawo perſons to preach to the Indians; 
to the maintaining of Charity-Schools in 
Wales, and the ſupport of ſtudents. He or- 
dered a publick library to be purchaſed or 
erected, to which he left his own books, and 
Dr. Bates's curious collection, which he bought 
for that purpoſe. It is now erected in Red- 
croſs-ſtreet without Cripplegate ; and has 
had confiderable additions made to it ſince by 
ſeveral legacies, and gifts of money and books. 
He has ordered his ſermons to be collected to- 
gether, and that the following tracts, Goſpel 


Truth, 
<\ 
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Truth, Man made righteous, Anſwer to 
the Report, End to Diſcord, and Mini- 
terial Office; ſhould be turned into Latin for 
be uſe of foreigners : And that the Vanity 
of Childhood and Youth, ſhould be tranj- 
X lated into Welſh for the ufe of the ſchools, 
and printed oftner for the benefit of the poor. 
= He clbſes his will by this awful and folemn 
= clauſe: © T beſeech the bleſſed God, for Chriſt 
Feſaus fake, the head of his church, oboe 
am, and whom I defire to ſerve, that 
= © this my will may, by bis bleſſing and power, 
reach its end, and may be fai NY ox _ 
8 © cuted: Obreſting i in the name of this 
and righteous God, all who ſhall be con- 
* © cerned, that what T defign for his glory, 
and the good s of mankind, may be honeſtly, 
= © prudently, and diligently employed to thoſe 
end, as I have, to the beſt of my judg- 
= © ment, directed by this my laſt teftament x. 


\ i 
2 * A more Particular account of his au may be found 
in Dr. CA LANMHανs Continuation, &c. Vol. II. p. 983. 
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A 


To the RIGHT HonoURABLE 


Sir John Shorter, Kc 
LORD-MAYOR 


OY TN 


CITY of LO D O 


BUSES HE M your Lordſbiß 
WS = deſired me to preach - 
before you, the im- 
provement of it to the 


greateſt uſe efulneſs WAS 


my concern. To this end it WAs 
needful to fix on ſubjects ſuitable to 
an auditory ſo promiſcuous ; none 
occurred to me ſo conducive to my 
purpoſe as this; which led me to 
deal with all men in things moſt 
important to their eternal condition, 
and yet ta mind your Lordſhip and 
| Fas, of ſomewbat referring to 
your preſent office. 

A 2 = 


Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
De ſecond ſubjeft I preached on, 


was purſuant to this, viz. The de- 
dication of our lives to Chriſt and 
his intereſts, from Phil. i. 27. 
After I had preached the ſecond 
time, I was ſurpriſed with a requeſt 
of your Lordſhip's and ſome of the 
Aldermen to publiſh both theſe diſ- 


courſes ; but there wanted not many 
reaſons which prevented wy defign 
of compliance with that defire, tho 
enforced by your 3 er reſpects 
to one ſo much a ſtranger. 
But finding ſome few days paſt, 
that after all my care to obviate 
any ſuch ſurmiſes, ſome paſſages in 
that ſecond ſe ſermon are e 
ſented, as irritating of the church 
of England; I am inclined to pub- 
liſh very ſoon that ſecond di ſcourſe, 
zf I may prevent or remove any ſuch 
ences, which are now at leaſt more 
fatal than any imprudent propaga- 
tors thereof 45 apprehend. 


Being thus diſpoſed to publiſh the 
Al, J am obedient to your Lord- 


ſhip's | 


Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ſhip's repeated intreaties in ſending 
out the firſt ſermon in its order. 

Tho" two days being all the time 
I had to prepare either of theſe diſ- 
courſes, and abſence from my library 
limiting me to the uſe of no book be- 
aides the bible, are my juſt apology 
for ſome defects in them; yet I muſt 
/ay, that 1 have delinerad nothing 
but what I believe to be the will of 
God : and had my helps or abilities 
been more confiderable, I would not 
debaſe matters of ſo great concern- 
ment, by vain ſallies of wit, nor 
deaden their common uſe by laborious 
periods, or a lighter ſtile. The in- 
ſuitutions of God have their proper 
decency, and are beſt managed by 
a tendency to ſpiritual ends, and 

eneral edification.. 

The ſubſtance of the account of 
the nature of the kingdom of God, 1 
give in ſcripture-words; tho chiefly 
for greater conviction, yet alſo that 
none may arraign it as cant, without 
ridiculing the divine oracles, which 


A 3 farely 


Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ſurely muſt command dread in all 
who eſteem themſelves by a chriſtian 
name. | 

¶ believe your Lordſhip, in cal- 
ling us Nonconformiſts 20 preach 
before you, and we in undertaking 
that labour, can have no turn to 
ferve beſides the enlargement of 
Chriſt's kingdom, and the revival 
of the power of goalineſs, ſo much 
degenerated inio formality among 
"all parites. We value capacious 
places no otherwiſe than as an op- 
portumity for this; and now we en- 
joy ſuch, we aefire nv attempts for 
more ſplendid ones, to the offence v 
any. 

Perhaps your Lordſhip may ſhare 
in our wonder at the filly deſcants of 
ſome on our perſons amd per forman- 
ces in this liberty: We muſt needs be 
tradeſmen, becauſe we have preached 
* Jo long without publick ſallary: Our 
ſermons are cant, becauſe we we 
Seripture-exprefſions, tho in their 
proper ſenſe: We are enthuſiaſ- 
| tick, 


Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

tick, if we ſay any thing of hearts 
work, or the Spirit's influence : We 
ao nothing but whine, and make 
faces, if we appear in the leaſt moved 
by what we ſay, and believe, or ſeem 
concerned to prevail with our bear- 
ers: We do ill to preach now we 
do not ſuffer by it; tho' they know 
we thought it our duty when we paid 
fo dear for it. Or at ; be, that con- 
tingent events ſhould ſuperſede our 
labours, as a prudential act; when 
we are under a ſolemn dedication yo 
the work of Chriſt as miniſters; and 
our labours to bring the ſouls of men 
under the power of truth, will prove 
the beſt E to the p 75 efion of 
it; when great offers, and awaken- . 
ing fears, will trample on the clear- 
e notions of an unregenerate heart. 
But I enlarge too far. 

' Your Lordſbip ' afting the rr 
of a chriſtian magiſtrate, is recom- 
pence for whatever cenſures you um- 
dergo; the world is not yet of the 
8 to Heal well of all that do 

Aw well ; 


— * 


ape Dedicatory. 
well; and Chriſt exempts not the 
70 22 from hardſhips on this 
lower flage. Peace of conſcience in 
having performied our duty, and 
the teſtimony of Chriſt to our faith- 
fulneſs in the great judgment, is all 
the comfort a chriſtian can now be 
ſure of, and what he ought zo be con- 
tented with. 
Deere are many prayers ſent to 
the throne of grace for your Lord: 

ip, that you may want neither 

wiſdom nor fteadineſs in a place ſo 
eminent, and circumſtances fo per- 
flexing. That promiſe (which hath 
Jomewhat of a rule in it) is ”_ 

Prov. xi, Cable to you, The integrity of the 

3 upright ſhall guide them. 
Dat you may find. this accom- 
pliſbed to publick conviftion, and a 
comfortable event of your preſent 


employ, is the unfeigned defire of, 
Your Lordſhip's 


moſt humble Servant, 


Dave! Wits. 


$99990/9000I90090 292053 
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1 Co R. iv. 20. 


For the kingdom of God is not in 


word, but in power. 


HE apoſtle, in the latter Szrm. 

paart of this chapter, doth 1. 
more than hint at ſome vw 
SS$ attempts againſt the credit 

olf his perſon and miniſtry; 

the men he points at as guilty af this de- 

fign, did not only wear a chriſtian name, 

but pretended to a more than common 

_ zeal and light, while they imputed to the 

apoſtle ſome contemptible plainneſs and 

remiſſneſs. 

Hx not only vindicates himſelf, but 

threatneth an enquiry into theſe plauſible 

pretences of theirs; reſolving, on that en- : 

quiry, to determine whether that extra- 

ordinary prafeſſion was expreſſive of the 

power of godlineſs, or only a dead image; - 

and whether the improved doctrines they 

boaſted of, were the great eſſential truths 

of the oolpel, and thoſe delivered in a 

manner conducive to the advancement of 

God's kingdom. This is the ſenſe of ver. 


19. 


My 


10 De Kingdom of God in Power. 
SerRM. Mx text is a reaſon of that deſigned = 
I. enquiry; and the force of it, as a reaſon, 
y in theſe implications. 

ALL this noiſe may be witheut any | 
ſubſtance ; the power of religion lies in 
ſomewhat above theſe pretences ; the king- 
dom of God, which is the only valuable 
concern, conſiſts not in externals, but in 
the power of religion; and it is moſt ſuſ- 
picious that theſe cenſorious pretenders 
(who obſtruct my miniſtry) are little ſha- 
rers in, or friends to the kingdom of God, 
after all this fair ſhew in the fleſh. | 
O theſe accounts the apoſtle's ſearch, 
in order to a judgment of theſe mens pro- 
feſſion and doctrines, was juſtifiable and 
neceſſary; and his practice, with the rea- 
ſon of it, calls all chriſtians, tho' not to 
buſy or uncharitable ſurmiſes, yet to a 
prudent examination of men that deal 
with them in the concernment of their 
ſouls: and more eſpecially if they chal- 
lenge the graces and truths we have re- 

, caved, and pretend to outdo and blaſt the 
labours bf ſuch we have profited by, as if 
none but they could be inſtruments of 
conferring grace, or inveſting us in the 
privileges 'of the church. h 
_ Tm1s examination is frequently en- 
2 1 John iv. 1. 1 The. v. 21. God. 

th given us a rule to judge of men and 
doctrines by, and ſome degree of abiliti 
to judge of them by that rule. . 
Rf IT 


The Kingdom of God in Power. 11 


IT is true, Paul, as an inſpired perſon, 8E RM. 
had an extraordinary ſpirit of diſcerning, I. 
which ordinary chriſtians cannot pretend. 
to. Nevertheleſs God hath appointed pri- 
vate chriſtians to try all doctrines by the 
ſcriptures, Acts xvu. 11. and directed our 
judgment of men by their Fruits, Matt. 

'vii. 16, 20. As men, we are not utterly 
incapable to compare and judge of theſe ; 
as believers, there is an additional fitneſs 
for it by the life and anointing they have 
received. This ſpiritual life is not ſo void 
of ſenſation, but that the ears can try Job xi. 
words; and, God's promiſe is a ſecurity, *** 
that the anointing ſhall prevent their finally 
erring in fundamental truths, x Fohn ii. 27, 
THESE things muſt excuſe any chriſ- 
tian from blindly givitg up his faith, or 
hope, to ſuch who can moſt daringly pre- 
tend to dominion over them. He ought 
to plead a judgment of diſcretion as his 
right, in what concerns his own faith and 
practice. And tho' ſome (whoſe deſigns are 
thereby juſtly ſuſpected) decry this private 
judgment, let not us be diſcouraged from 
the uſe of it: For it is a more publick 
judgment, if true, than the miſtaken ſenſe 
of a whole council: It is what diſtinguiſheth | 
us from brutes in our deliberate acts; yea, 
they that condemn it, are forced to uſe this 
private judgment in the choice of their 
church and guides. 
| | | Bur 


2 T2 The Kingdom of God in Power. 


SexM. Bur I ſhall wave any further regard to 
L the connection of the text with the reſt 
of the chapter, and improve it as a rule, 
to judge our own ſtate by, under this plain 
poſition, FT: 


Doct. The kingdom of God is not in word, 


but in power, 


W1 TH what concern ought we to at- 
tend to a truth which is deſigned to diſ- 
criminate the very profeſſors of chriſtia- 
nity ; and, which implies, that many ſuch 
profeſſors are deceived in their chief con- 
cernments in religion, as being content 
without that power wherein the kingdom 
of God conſiſteth? Vet what is more uſual 
with fallen man, than to debaſe religion 
to what his own luſts and fancy will pre- 
ſcribe? He- is ſcarce perſuadable that God 
will exact more from him than a carnal 
idle ſpirit is diſpoſed to allow. We are 

content that ſome external homage be paid 
to the Almighty; and that ſome ſlight 
attempts and attainments are intended; but 
we confine our religious endeavours within 
thoſe limits, not regarding that real godli- 
neſs conſiſts chiefly in ſuch diſpoſitions and 
acts as expreſs the ſupreme intereſt of God 
in the ſoul, and the effectual energy of his 
grace and power in a renewed mind. 
Tux text tends to awaken deep convic- 
tions in you, that God hath not admitted 
vain man into the conſult about the nature 
or 
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or ſtandard of his kingdom; nor will he SR RN. 


model the ſtatutes of it according to a ſin- 


ner's judgment and hopes: But whether vv 


they will be his ſubjects, or continue their 
rebellion, his kingdom truly is, and wall 
ſhortly appear to be, not in word, but in 


power. | | 
SECT. J. 


I $HALL give you, 1. Some account of 
what is intended by the kingdom of God. 

2. I SHALL under the fame heads ex- 
plain, how it is not in word, but in power; 
and evidence the truth of the doctrine. 


I B:GIN with ſome account of the 
kingdom of God. This hath various ac- 
ceptations in ſcripture, and denotes ſeveral 
things more than is deſigned by this king- 
dom in my text. As, 

1, God's providential government over 
all things. 


This is that kingdom which ruleth over PAl. ciii. 


all. He hath not ſo left the creatures to 
their own conduct, but that he ſecureth 
his bleſſed ends by his management of 
them. This is that dominion, to be ſub- 
ject to which no man's conſent is aſked; 

to which all are obedient againſt their re- 
pugnant inclinations and deepeſt contri- 
vance. Sinners in their utmoſt neglects of 
the revealed will of God, yea, in their 


moſt notorious violations of them, are 
ſubject 


- 
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SERM . ſubject to this providence, and ſerve its 


purpoſes: Surely the wrath of man ſhall 
praiſe thee, and the remainder thereof thou 
ſhalt reftrain. By this Kingdom's influ- 
ence it is, that bleſſed effects do oft pro- 
ceed from diſmal cauſes; and what ſeems 
very deſtructive, doth contribute to the 
beſt event. We may well fay of this 
kingdom, it is in power, it being the ir- 
reſiſtible execution of what the divine will 
hath decreed; yea, is the effective will of 
the ſupreme diſpoſer of all things. 

2. Tre glorious ſtate, rewards, and pri- 
vileges of God's ſubjects in the higheſt hea- 
vens: That's the kingdom of glory, and 
compleats the things begun in this king- 
dom of grace. There God ruleth, and is 
obeyed in a manner incomprehenſible to 
us: We ſhall be ſubjects, and yet kings. 
We muſt always pay our homage, but in 
princely robes. Bodies and fouls will bear 
an amazing reſemblance of Chriſt our 


. iii, head. And, tho' the divine eſſence, whoſe 


glory all the mediatorial contrivances of 
Chriſt's kingdom referred to, i be all in 
all ; yet we ſhall behold in the human 
nature of Chriſt, as great manifeſtations of 
God as men or angels were capable of. 
The divine glory ſhineth in the face of 
Chriſt above all other things; and he 
ſeemeth deſigned to be a mediator of frui- 
tion, for the improvement of the glory 
of angels, as well as the other glorified 
BR, ſubjects 


The Kingdom of God in Power. 
ſubjects of that kingdom, The glory of Ser. 
God doth lighten that heavenly city, and : 
the lamb is the light thereof. By all our 


preſent improvements, we labour for, an 
haſten to that kingdom; and therein ter- 
minate all the bleſſed methods we are un- 
der in this our lower ſtate. 
Bur the kingdom of God, Which my 

text refers to, is the moral government of 

God among men on earth, eſpecially as 
he is King Redeemer, in and by the Lord 

eſus. 
: THERE are three things belonging tb 
this kingdom, which are ſeverally called 
by this ſame term, the kingdom of God, 
and each of them may well be intended 
by the Holy Ghoſt in my text. 


I. Tun goſpel, which containeth the 
_ laws, inſtitutions, and charter of this 
kingdom. 


II. Tur graces and actings which qua- 

lify men as ſubjects of this kingdom, 

and expreſs God's authority over 
them, and their loyalty to him. 


III. AI I true believers, who are the 
.eal nee ton _— (wy this * 
am. 1 5 | 


by * pert on 2 other een 
but theſe will be of greateſt uſe to us, 
and are principally intended. 


J. Tus 


d Rev. xx 


16 De Kingdom of God in Power. 
S ERM. I. Tn kingdom of God is the goſpel, 
I. which containeth the laws, inſtitutions, 
ud charter of our King Redeemer. 
So it is taken, Matt. xxi. 43. The king- 
dom of God ſhall be taken from you ; that is, 
the goſpel. But when I uſe the word 
goſpel, 1 do not mean the goſpel in oppo- 
ſition to the Moſaical diſpenſation, as it is 
oft uſed. The goſpel adminiſtration, in 
this ſenſe, is often called, in the evange- 
liſts, the kingdom of heaven, as being a 
| fairer, more Fall, and powerful edition of 
the inſtitutes of this kingdom, than was 
publiſhed before; tho yet the kingdom 
commenced, and had its eſſential laws and 
rules long before Chriſt's coming. But I 
mean the -goſpel as a law of grace, in 
poſition to the law of works Gelivered to 
man in his innocent ſtate, *- 

To direct your conceptions in this i im- 
portant truth, you muſt conſider, 1. That 
God had, and exerciſed a ſupreme autho- 
rity over men, as he was their creator; he 
enacted laws, for our obſervance, well- 
becoming his nature to injoin, and our 
condition to obey. For ſome time we 
continued loyal in Adam, our common 

. Head; but, by his fall, mankind became 
' rebellious againſt God; and, by the' penal 
ſanction of the law of works, and the rule 
fixed for man's pr opagnting Þ his condition 
with his nature, we loft our original power 
to qd bs and forfeited our — to all that 
good 
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good which was. promiſed to perfect obe- SR RM. 


dience; yea, are expoſed to the utmoſt 


miſery in that curſe denounced againſt the 


leaſt fin. This is the condition of all men 
as related to God as our creator ; though 
he has loſt nothing of his right to com- 
mand, or puniſh his rebellious creatures. 
How juſtly might our injured Lord 
have confined our ſtate to theſe methods? 
Who might complain, if God had finally 


executed that judgment which paſt on all Rom. v. 


men unto condemnation? The irremediable 
ſtate of devils, on their rebellion, may 
awaken mankind to aſcribe all new over- 
tures for happineſs to the riches of the 
grace of God: yea, every part of that 
curſe which exerts itſelf by any degree of 
miſery in ſoul or body, ſhould convince 
us that it is of mere mercy we are not 
bound in chains to the judgment of the 
great day. | 

2. IMMEDIATELY after the fall, God 
erected a new kingdom 1n and by Chriſt 
as Redeemer. In the curſe denounced 
againſt the ſerpent, he opened a door of 
grace to ſinful man. He treats with us 
in order to our recovery, and reſolved 
eventually to fave the elect; yet this was 
to be in no other way, but by becoming 
ſubject to the rules of this new kingdom. 
This kingdom is owing to Chriſt as the 
procuring cauſe; and the management 
thereof was deputed to him. He ma- 


B | naged 


"x8 


SERM. 


I. 
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naged it in a variety of ſucceſſive admi- 
niſtrations; as lawgiver he enacted terms 


of life, rules of practice, directions for 


worſhip and. Aiſcipline among his ſubjects. 
He publiſhed bleſſed promiſes, and de- 
nounced threats againſt the unperſuade- 


able. 
No man was ever ſaved but by the 


rules of this new kingdom, and owes it 
to the grace and merits of Chriſt; tho” 
every diſpenſation did not give equal no- 
tices of him, or that explicite knowledge 
of God-man Redeemer, notwithſtanding 
that ſacriſices pointed to him, and ſundry 
prophetick revelations foretold him. 

3. ALL mankind are under all the laws 
of this kingdom, as far as they can attain 
to the knowledge of them. 

Tux are obliged to obey the terms of 
life, which are injoined by the Redeemer 
in their reſpective age and place. Life is 
offered to them, and they are ſaveable on 
thoſe terms. Sinners now act a new re- 


bellion, as well as bind the firſt curſe on 


John. y. 


themſelves, when they refuſe obedience to 
the remedial law. Vea, they aggravate 
their ruin by their wilful obſtinacy, which 
is a great part of the undoing impotency 
of mankind. Awful is that complaint of 
Chriſt, wherein he leaves the blood of loſt 
man on their own heads: Ye vill not 
eome to me, that ye may have liſe. Refu- 
ſers of Chriſt add to their rebellion againſt 
— 2 the 
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the Creator, moſt notorious diſloyalty SERNM. 
againſt the Redeemer, who hath an ad- I. 
ditional claim to dominion over us: For, WV 
We are bought with a price, and therefore 1 Cor. vi. 
ſhould glorify him with our Bodies, and our 0. 
fouls, which are his. And he had a re- 
ſpect to this new-acquired authority in his 
death; for, to this end he died, and roſe Rom. xiv. 
again, that he might be Lord both of the? 
dead and of the living. 

ALL of us are further engaged to ob- 
ſerve all the laws of his houſe, the rules 
of worſhip and practice, yea, every inſti- 
tution of his. There is an amazing ſo- 
vereignty in the different promulgation of 
theſe to the world: But to give my ſenſe 
thereof, would exceed the limits of one 
diſcourſe. 


II. Tye kingdom of God denotes the 
graces and actings which qualify men as 
ſubjects of God's kingdom, and expreſs 
God's authority over them, and their loy- 
alty to him. Thus you muſt underftand 
that ſcripture, The kingdom of God is not Rom. xiv. 
in meat and drink, but in righteouſneſs and 7. 
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt; q. d. 
the dominion of God over chriſtians, and 
their loyal ſtate of obedience to God, 
lieth not in your poor differences about 
meat, or ſuch low matters. Therefore 
judge not others, who may differ from 
you; nor be you fatisfied with your own 

8 B 2 uſages 
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SERM. uſages in theſe leſs momentous things, as 

I. an evidence of your chriſtian ſtate : God's 

kingdom is in far higher matters, even in 

righteouſneſs, peace, and joy in the Holy 

Ghoſt. How can any man, after ſo plain 

a ſignification of the divine will, place all 

his religion in trifles, or ſacrifice the un- 

doubted concernments of God's kingdom, 

to diſputable things of far leſs moment? 

Peace alone, by this text, is more valua- 

ble than all the things for which ſome 

have long divided the church. This is 

the kingdom of God as erected in the 

heart, and is incluſive of whatever de- 

notes fincere ſubjection to Chriſt. To 

this belongs every grace which is eſſential 

to a real chriſtian, and all thoſe acts which 

are neceſſary to expreſs the prevalency of 

ſuch graces over all oppoſite vices and de- 
fects. | 

Txrx1s kingdom is advanced to the de- 

grees of mens improvement in the divine 

life, and the dominion of God over their 

deſigns and actings. | 


III. Tn kingdom of God is uſed for 
all true believers ;. who are the real ſubjects 
that make up this kingdom. Theſe are 
they, in whom the former graces abide, 
and do acknowledge the authority of the 

Col. i. 13. Lord Redeemer : They are all tranſlated 
into the kingdom of Chriſt, By their con- 
tent to the terms of the goſpel, they who 

were 
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were aliens, are naturalized ; and the out- SERM. 
lawry is reverſed which ſtood againſt them I. 
as rebellious ſubjects. This kingdom is of 
the ſame extent with the church myſtical; 
and as theſe ſubjects multiply, it is en- 
larged. | 

Is true, that all who credibly profeſs 
ſubjection to Chriſt, are parts of this king- 
dom, as it is viſible and external; they are 
ſubjects in the judgment of charity, and 
as to external privileges. This Chriſt aſ- 
ſerts in that parable, The kingdom of hea- Matt. xiii 
ven is like unto a net caſt into the ſea, and #7» 4* 
gathered of every kind ; which when it was 
full, they drew to ſhore; and gathered the 
good into veſſels, but caſt the bad away. 

You ſee that hypocrites and ſincere belie- 

vers are of the kingdom; but hypocrites 
belong to it, as they wear the viſage of the 

{mcere ; and therefore the name of ſubjects 
belongs to them only equivocally ; where- 

as, in the moſt proper ſenſe, it is confined 
to men heartily devoted to Chriſt. He is 
eminently King of ſaints, even of ſuch who Rev. xv. 
have unfeignedly ſubſcribed his covenant, *' 
Fal. l. 5. All ſuch are eſteemed by him 
for his people; and they, yea, only they, 
can ſay concerning God, The Lord is our If. xxxiii. 
lawgiver, the Lord is our king, he will 22. 

ſave us. | | 
Ic hardly forbear to bewail the dan- 
gerous condition of many men profeſſing 
chriſtianity : Crowds will be found rebels 
B 3 in 
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SERM. in heart, dead as to a ſpiritual life, whilſt 


I. 


they have a name to live; and obeying 


WV their luſts, when they bow the knee to 
Rev. iii. 2. 
Jeſus. 


Havixc finiſhed this account of the 
kingdom of God, I proceed to explain 
how it is not in word, but in power: And 
with The explication I will inſert the proof 
of the doctrine, That the kingdom of God, 
in the three fore-mentioned inſtances, 1s 
not in word, but in power. 

WHATEVER mens conceits be of this 
kingdom, it will be found to conſiſt not 
in weak appearances, but in effectual rea- 
lities, It attaineth the ends of the con- 
ſtitution ; it is expreſſive of a divine and 
ſupernatural virtue, and is not a dead 
image, and carnal matter. 

1. THE goſpel of Chriſt our Redeemer 
is effectual, by the Spirit, to recover fal- 
len men, and to govern and improve them 
unto eternal life. 

THis is not an empty ſound, it conſiſts 
not in low or weak matters, but is life 
and power : Every command is enſtamped 
with the authority of the Lord of heaven 
and earth, and is not the faint advice of 
poor mortals. Men diſobey them at their 
utmoſt peril : Life and death is annexed 
to them by a ſovereign, who is able, and 
reſolved, to execute his royal ſanction, 
They have a virtue in them to diſpoſe 

| us 
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us to obedience, and are holy, ſpiritual, Sz RN. 


and perfect. 


Tur matters revealed by the goſpel are — 


not vain conceits, but We realities; 
they are beyond the light of nature to con- 
ceive; they ſhine in a light fit to illuminate 
the darkened minds of ſinners; and when 
they are apprehended, they muſt inſpire 
with the higheſt reſentments, and make 
laſting impreſſions on the ſoul. 

THE promiſes are not doubtful words, 
but great and ſure ; they contain all that 
is good; they are founded on the veracity 
of God, who cannot lie; and on the vir- 
tue of Chriſt's undertakings and death,' 
which cannot be diſappointed. Yea, they 
are mighty to diſpenſe the grace contained 
therein to needy fouls, and are the effec- 
tual inſtrument to inveſt men in all the 
bleſſings of the covenant, when the con- 
dition is performed by them. 

THe ſacraments, and all inſtitutions of 
Chriſt as to worſhip or diſcipline, are 
powerful to improve our graces, mortify 
our luſts, maintain our converſes with 
God, and diſpenſe joy and comfort thro' 
the operation of God by them. 

THE arguments urged by the goſpel, are 
fit to move, and have all in them ne- 
ceſlary to an inſtrument of moral govern- 
ment. 

THE preſence of God is promiſed, and 
the efficacy of all theſe meams argue the 
| B 4 Spirit's 
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Spirit's operation by them ; they are the 
vehicle of the Holy Ghoſt; and therefore 


GY when we are profitable to the ſouls of 
1 Theſſ. i. men, our goſpel cometh to them not in word 


5 


2 Cor. x. 
4» 5+ 


only, but in power, and in the Holy Ghoſt. 

Tr1s goſpel is called the arm of God 
revealed, the ſcepter of his kingdom, and 
rod of his ſtrength. This affords thoſe wea- 
pons which are mighty through God to the 
pulling down of ftrong bolds, and bringing 
every thought to the obedience of Chriſt. 
God hath appointed it to raiſe dead fouls, 
and ſubdue rebellious finners to his go- 
vernment. In the inſtitutions of the goſ- 
pel God meets us, and bleſſeth us; he 
communicateth light and ſtrength, where- 
by the weak chriſtian is enabled to perſe- 
vere. | 

Wu Ax trophies of its power are in hea- 
ven and earth? How many great finners 
hath it changed? Every age and place 
where 1t cometh, yield a teſtimony of its 
energy ; reſtraining ſome, turning others 
from idols, to ſerve the living God; from 
a carnal life to a ſpiritual. . This hath 
made the ambitious and covetous to poſt- 
pone all to the concerns of an inviſible 
world, and facrifice their former idols to 
the profeſſion of truth. | 

How many weak chriſtians hath it 
ſtrengthned to do, and ſuffer, unexpected 
things? What joy hath it infuſed into 
ſadned hearts? On theſe accounts the 
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goſpel is the power of God unto ſalvation, SERM. 
to every one that beheveth. I. 
2. Tye graces and actings which qua- 1 
lify the ſubjects of Chriſt, are ſo ſpiritual, 16. 
real, and ſublime, as to argue a divine 
life, and the dominion of God in the ſoul. 
WHrarT this kingdom requireth and ef- 
fecteth, are not bare pretences, weak at- 
tempts, ſlight attainments, or external per- 
formances; theſe are too mean f. 
to injoin or accept. 
He doth not paint a dead/carcaſe, but 
raiſe it to life; he createth a new heart, 
wherein his laws are prevalent diſpoſitions, 
and communicateth a nature too divine 
to derive its birth from a lower original John iii, 
than regeneration by the Spirit. 3: 
HENce all rea] chriſtians are ſaid fo be 1Jobn v. 
born of God, and partakers of the divine . La 
nature, Our crying, Lord, Lord, andall 
external alterations, fignify little in this 
new man, which after God is created in Eph. iv. 
righteouſneſs, and true holineſs. I will hint“ 
at fome particulars which have the chief 
place in this kingdom; and you'll ſee that 
none of them is in word, but in power. 
Faith is not a faint aſſent to the truths 

of the goſpel, but ſuch a realizing of in- 

viſible objects, reliance on Chriſt, and con- 

ſent to him the Redeemer, as purifieth the 

heart, worketh by love, and derives from 

Chriſt fit ſupports in the way of truth and 

holineſs to eternal life. 
GosPEL 


26 The Kingdom of God in Power. 
SRM. Gosper repentance is not a bare ſor- 
I. row for fin, but a true hatred and for- 
WV faking of ſin on goſpel motives. 
| Our love to God is not in a few kind 
or ſleighty thoughts of God, but a preva- 
lent eſteem of God, and delight in him, 
as the ſupreme good; and this expreſſing 
itſelf in fincere obedience to his ſtricteſt 
laws, and zeal for his intereſts when moſt 
John xiv. deſpiſed. F a man love me, faith Chriſt, 
23. he will keep my words. If we love any 
thing equal to him, it is a hating of him 

by the rules of this kingdom. 
Tre worſhip which Chriſt inſiſteth on, 
and diſpoſeth all his ſubjects for, is in 
John iv. ſpirit and in truth ; it is no ſleight per- 
＋formance, nor by human inventions. Prayer 
muſt be a fervent pouring out of the ſoul to 
_ ki. God, and not lip- labour. Hearing the word 
IIa. xxix. is of no eſteem with him, unleſs the heart 
13. be obedient to the word, Fam. i. 25. 
1Pet. ii, Baptiſm is not the putting away the filth 
wer of the fleſh, but the anſwer of a good con- 
ference toward God : that is, baptiſm lies 
in the ſoul's true correſpondence to, and 
performance of our baptiſmal profeſſion 
and vows, and not a mere ſprinkling of 
water in an external act of the miniſter. . 
REcxivinG the Lord's-ſupper is not 
the bare partaking of the conſecrated ele- 
John v. ments; but communion with our cruci- 
53, 63. fied Chriſt, by faith and love, under the 
quicknings of the Spirit. We ſee that 
chiefly 
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chiefly regardeth the inward worſhip of SERNM. 
the ſoul, and not bodily performances. I. 

TE fame power extends to every thing, WV 
wherein religion is concerned. If this king- 
dom of grace obtaineth in the ſoul, God's 
authority is ſet above our wills, humours, 
and luſts; ſatan is dethroned; fin hath Rom. vi. 
no dominion over us; ſpiritual things are © 14. 
reliſhed above ſenſitive good; we are 
brought to live to God, and not to carnal 
ſelf; and there is an impartial reſpect to Pal. xvii. 
all God's commandments. * 

To finiſh this particular, this kingdom 
conſiſts of holy inclinations in the heart, 
and implies a degree of ſtrength to act 
thoſe inclinations. Here are not faint vel- 
leities, and uneffectual deſires or com- 
plaints; but a ſpirit of power, of love, and 2 Tim. i. 
a ſound mind,. whereby temptations are 7 
in a good meaſure reſiſted, and holy ac- 
tions performed. 

THis is the model of the kingdom, 

this his. goſpel enjoineth, this his grace 
effecteth, and any thing below it would 
not improve a finner to the holineſs our 
Redeemer defigned reconciled ſinners to. 
God's kingdom never hath place, where 
any of theſe eſſentials are wanting, or 
where there is only ſome dead form of 
them, 

3. BELIEVERS who are the ſubjedts 
of God's kingdom, are not mere profeſ- 
ſors of chriſtianity, but truly regenerate 
and practical chriſtians, Tarty 
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SERM. THEY are of another ſpirit than what 
I. they once were, or the reſt of the world 
continue yet to be; their extraction is 
John i. 13. higher, Being born not of the will of the 
fleſh, or of the will of man, but of the 

will of God. They have far different ap- 
prehenſions of ſpiritual objects than a car- 

nal mind is capable of. Theſe practically 

know the great things of God in a ſpi- 

Eph. v. 4. Titual evidence, being taught by him as the 
truth is in Jeſus. They are a people made 

Pfal. ex. 3. Willing in the day of God's power, Then 
a mighty arm ſubdued their obſtinacy 
without violence, filenced their prejudices, 

and made them obedient by agreeable in- 
clinations to the law, and powerful con- 
victions of God's authority and goodneſs. 

Their religion is not in empty ſpeculations. 

As every truth tends to practice, ſo they feel 

the power of truth. The objective glory of 

2 Cor. iii, Chrift transformeth them into the ſame glory, 
18. in their meaſure. They walk with God, 
whom the world knows not; they live 

above what ſinners doat on; to pleaſe and 
honour God is their governing aim; to 

keep a conſcience void of offence towards 

God and men, is their exerciſe; and work- 

ing out their ſalvation is their chief buſi- 

neſs; while, as pilgrims here, they are 
waiting for the expected inheritance : The/e 

live the life of Chriſt, are acted by his Spi- 

rit, which dwells in them by an abiding 
relation, and are appointed for his glorious 


purpoſes, Trey 
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Tux are not hypocritical pretenders, SE RM. 
tho' cenſured as cheats by ſuch men whoſe I. 
corruptions repreſent all better pretences WWW, 
as hypocriſy. How much do the con- 
ceptions, deſigns, experiences, attainments 
and actings of theſe men exceed the reſt 
of mankind ? There is more piety in ma- 
ny of their common actions, than in the 
religious performances of others. Theſe 
are they whom the apoſtle deſcribes as a 
choſen generation, a royal prieſthood, an Mats. ii. 
holy nation, a peculiar people, fit and de- 9. 
ſign'd to ſhew forth the praiſes of him, who 
called them out of darkneſs into bis mar- 
vellous hight. | 

CAN any of you doubt theſe expreſs 
characters of all fincere chriſtians? Of 
theſe, and only theſe, Chriſt's kingdom 
doth conſiſt. There are ſuch perſons in 
the world, or God hath no kingdom in 
it. Such as are wholly otherwiſe in their 
temper and actings, are rebels and aliens 
in God's eſteem, and declared incapable of 
eternal glory. 

PzRHAPSs ſome of you may profane- 
ly ſcoff at this account, as if it were im- 
poſſible to be thus ſincere and ſpiritual; 
or it were needleſs to be thus pious, juſt, 
temperate, or heavenly- minded: but be it 
known to you, that you will ſhortly be 
convinced, yourſelves ought to be ſuch 
men; and paſſionately wiſh all this could 
have been truly ſaid of you. | 


I rzaveE 
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SRM. I rave deſignedly given the charac- 
I. ter of the ſubjects of this kingdom in 
ſeripture - expreſſions, leſt any ſhould efteem 
it a fancy, which they owe not that re- 
ard to, as to judge of themſelves by it. 
t I hope you cannot ſhut your eye a- 
inſt the teſtimony of God, nor put any 
gloſs on thoſe ſcriptures which can prevent 
your ſuſpecting your own condition. Muſt 
not you think now, how few are members 
of this kingdom ? How unlike am I to 
theſe ſubjects of Chriſt, when I never 
found any of theſe things, nor propoſed 
them to myſelf as things neceflary to be 
attained by me? What a change muſt 
there be in my heart and life, before ſuch 
Col. i. 12. a wretch can be meet to be partaker of 
the inheritance with the ſaints in light, as 
every real chriſtian is? 


SEC 1. II. 


Ir remaineth that I apply more particu- 
larly ſuch things as you have heard of the 
nature and power of this kingdom. 

1. WH AT you have heard of the goſ- 
pel may dire& us in our judgment of a 
goſpel-miniſtry. 

We miniſters are appointed by Chriſt 
to perſuade ſinners both to yield ſubjection 
to God Redeemer, and then to walk in all 
due loyalty towards him, All our admi- 

- niſtrations 
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niſtrations muſt be managed by thoſe laws SE RM. 
which reſpect our office, otherwiſe we af- I. 
front the Lord Jefus, in whoſe name we 
act, and become uſeleſs to men, for whoſe 
good we are deſigned. 

TRE matter of our preaching ought to 
be the goſpel, even the kingdom of God, Adsxxviii 
and the things which concern our Lord Je- 3": 
fas Chriſt; the manner ought to be ſuch 
as moſt conduceth to render it effectual 
to thoſe ends for which it is publiſhed, 
Miniſters are to do their utmoſt, that this 
goſpel may come not in word only, but 
in power, and that all may be brought to 
a compliance with it. 

THEREFORE we ought not to make Ag: x 
ſtate-affairs, human conceits or dictates of * 
men, the matter of our preaching. The 
rules of the covenant of works, nor the 
law of nature as under a reſpect to that 
covenant, are not to be urged by us; tho 
the law of nature, as a rule of our ac- 
tions, is ſtill of force in this kingdom of 
God Redeemer, and ſo muſt be inſiſted 
on. 

TRE great things we ought to per- 
ſuade, are the things God hath made the 
terms of life to redeemed man, The me- 
thods of reconciliation muſt be intended ; 
tor God now dealeth with men not, only 
as his rational creatures, but as fallen fin- 
ners, under new overtures for life. Sin- 
ners muſt be directed by us to Chriſt, - 

© 
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he on whoſe ſhoulders this new government 
is, and in whom there is grace, ſtrength, 
and pardon, which our apoſtacy made im- 
poſſible by the law of works. 

TRE great doctrines of regeneration, 
repentance, faith in Chriſt, love of God, 
and ſincere obedience (as explained by the 
goſpel-ſtandard) are the things to be urged 
as conditions of ſalvation. Should we mi- 
ſtake theſe terms of life, or neglect to 
perſuade your compliance therewith, other 
things would be vain, and leave you dead 
in your fins. What profit is it that you 
learn and do all things elſe, if you ſubmit 
not to the terms of the goſpel ? For this 
is the loweſt rule of God's judgment by 


which the falvation of any finner is poſ- 


fible : He will judge the ſecrets of all men 
by the goſpel. 

THe manner alſo of a miniſter's preach- 
ing of theſe truths is conſiderable. We 
ſhould publiſh theſe in the greateſt evi- 
dence, and in a way moſt probable to be 
attended with the influence of the Spirit. 
Much of that divine power which per- 
ſuades you, is exerted in fitting the preacher 
to plead with you. Miniſters of the goſ- 
pel are therefore to avoid the enticing words 
of man's wiſdom, and muſt preach in the 
demonſtration of the Spirit, and of power. 
We muſt repreſent things in the greateſt 
plainneſs, urge goſpel-arguments with the 
tulleſt evidence and importunity, approv- 


ing 
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ing ourſelves to every man's conſcience to SERM, 
the utmoſt, for their conviction and per- I. 
ſuaſion. It is not unavailable to you, tha 
the miniſter in all his work is under the 
power of what he preacheth, and doth all 
in a humble dependance on the bleſſing 
and power of the Holy Ghoſt, Ns 

Tx1s miniſtry anſwers the goſpel de- 
ſcription ; this hath a tendency and fit- 
neſs to fubdue ſouls to Chriſt ; this is that 
the Lord Jeſus (who ordinarily works ac- 
cording to the aptitude of means) doth 
uſually bleſs. © Such a miniſtry is a ſign 
that God intends the enlargement of his 
kingdom ; and according to what appears 
of it among us, we may expect propor- 
tionable effects. The Lord bring S vain 
minds of hearers to, approve this ſort of 
* preaching, and convince us miniſters of all 
levity and miſtakes in our miniſtration. | 

2. WHAT you have heard of the na- 
ture of grace, and loyal actings towards 
Chriſt, may ſharply reprove all ſuch who 
ſeem by principle to place religion in any 
thing ſhort of this power. Its needful 
they lock up the ſcriptures (thoſe royal 
ſtatutes of Chriſt) who dare place chriſtia- 
nity in external rites, tho' the heart and 
life be unſanctified. Its diſloyalty to Chriſt Col. ii 
to exchange his inſtitutions for human in- 9.3. 
ventions : Yea, its diſloyalty to exclude in- 
ternal worſhip for external; and define 
graces. and ſpiritual acts by no more than 

C a dead 


SERM. a dead image of them. How muſt they 
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debaſe religion, who commend pomp for 
ſpiritual devotion, and make carnal obſer- 
vances ſerve inſtead of goſpel faith and 
love? Surely they little regard the autho- 
rity and conſtitutions of Chriſt, who ac- 
count attrition to be repentance, and repre- 
ſent pilgrimages, confeſſion, penance, and 
blind obedience to the church, Cc. too like 
an atonement for the abſence of the eſſen- 
tial terms of life. What can more ex- 
preſſly contradict men's pleaſing God by 
mere external acts or profeſſion, than m 
text doth ? But, alas! the doctrine of ops 
operatum is too natural to a dead ſinner, 
to be confined within the walls where firſt 
avowed, All are too apt to throw off du- 
ties as a penance, and think the eternal 
Spirit is ſatisfied with bodily ' homage. 
Many judge that ordinances ,edify them 
as a mere charm, without any due exer- 
ciſe of ſoul in them. A miſtake in this 
eflential point, is the reaſon alſo why many 
jeer at the graces of God, promiſe life to 
a juſt and civil demeanour, and ſcoff at 
holineſs as preciſeneſs. The like effects of 
a carnal ſpirit is men's eſteeming regenera- 
tion to be no more than external baptiſm, 
when that is but a viſible repreſentation of 
the nature of it, and a ſeal and inſtrument 
of inveſtiture in goſpel bleſſings, on ſup- 
poſition that we are inwardly regenerated. 
What a groſs conceit is it, that converſion 

is 
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is but a turning from a groſs infidel's ſtate, SERM. 
by a bare external profeſſion of chriſtia- I. 
nity, tho' the mind be ſtill unrenewed .A.. 
and the heart unimpreſſed .by a divine 

rinciple? From theſe ſentiments men ri- 
dicule all pretences to thoſe things which 
the ſcriptures expreſſly declare concerning 
every believer, as praying in the Spirit, 
communion with God, union to Chriſt, 
ſpiritual joy, &c. tho' the things are intel- 
ligible by any that are judicious, and ex- 

rienced by ſuch as have any converſe by 
faith with God and fpiritual things. Its 
pity that a profane ſpirit ſhould arraign the 
matters peculiar to a life ſo far above its 
ſelf; eſpecially when God hath told us, 

A natural man cannot know the things of i Cor. ii 
God, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. '* 

But whilſt they muſt be fooliſbneſi to them, 

wiſdom will be juſtified by its children, as Luke vii: 
better advocates and fitter judges. 35" 

NEvERTHELESS the devil attains a de- 
ſtructive end by theſe notions ; for his do- 
minion is ſupported, and poor finners are 
ſecure in a ſtate of rebellion againſt Chriſt, 
whilſt they flatter themſelves as ſubjects to 
him, becauſe they do a few trifles which 
neither ſatan nor their luſts forbid, and 
cuſtom, intereſt, or natural conſcience per- 
ſuade to. How will any ſoul among you, 
who ſtands guilty of this charge, dare to 
look the bleſſed Redeemer in the face? 
What terror will ſurprize you, when you 

C 2 are 
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Sr RM. are accuſed by him as diſloyal in your very 
I. principles, and aſſerters of that for religion 
ubereby God's ſovereignty over the heart 
is excluded, and all real actings of grace 
unprovided for? You have reproached that 
which God lays the greateſt ſtreſs on, 
which his kingdom chiefly conſiſts in, and 
his ſaints moſt value themſelves by. 
BEFORE I proceed to the exhortations 
I deſign, its needful to inſert two cautions 
that may obviate our abuſe of this ſubject. 
1ſt Caution. Do not deny this power 
of religion, concerning any perſon or party, 
without manifeſt grounds. 

_ CHARITY binds you to think all are 
| truly religious that profeſs to be ſo, unleſs 
| their defects or works palpably blaſt their 
; pretences, or their profeſſion be nullified 
| - by a direct contradiction, As the power 
| of religion ſhould not be ſacrificed to a ce- 
| remony, ſo leſſer faults do not warrant us 
| to accuſe men as wanting the power of - 

godlineſs. Whatever is conſiſtent with the 
habitual ſubjection of a ſoul to Chriſt, can- 
not juſtify our excluding that ſoul out of 
| Chriſt's kingdom. We may ſay, yea muſt 
affirm of men differing from us in many 
| 1 Cor. i. things, the ſame Chriſt is their Lord and 
. ours, Peace and love are eſſentials in Chriſt's 
kingdom; and ſhall we challenge our own 

intereſt by being cenſorious; or enviouſſ 
: narrow the dominion of our bleſſed Re- 

- deemer ? 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


ad Caution. 
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2d Caution. DesPISE not the external Sg RM. 
inſtitutions of Chriſt under pretence of I. 
this power; the power and ſpirit of Chriſt . 
concur with his ordinances, and the life 
and vigour of our graces are exerted in 
thoſe ordinances, and nouriſhed by them. 
THAT ſpirit is a deluſion which puts 
men above divine appointments; and the 
guitty are as truly ſuperſtitious as the greateſt 
formaliſt, Whilſt we are ſubjects of Chriſt's 
kingdom here below, we muſt attend the 
ordinances of the lower ſtate of this king- 
dom; and divine inſtitutions are parts of 
this kingdom ; which though it be not in 
word, ſo as to exclude the power, yet it 
lies in power as incluſive of. a chriſtian ACN ii 
profeſſion and external ordinances. * 
THe next improvement I ſhall make 
of the text, is by way of exhortation ; 
wherein I ſhall regard the kingdom of 
God, as the power thereof lies in graces, 
and acts expreſſive of a divine life, and 
the governing authority of God in the ſoul. 
This includes the two other particulars; 
for theſe are the effects of the power of 
the goſpel, theſe anſwer the ſpiritual rules 
and demands of the goſpel; and becauſe 
of theſe the ſubjects of Chriſt's kingdom 
are not hypocrites, but truly regenerate, 
and practical chriſtians. 1 
1. BE throughly convinced that the 
kingdom of God is in theſe graces and 
vital acts, and can conſiſt in nothing 


2 lower. 
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SRM. lower. I have given you undoubted 


I. 


proof of this, if you will believe the 


LV goſpel beyond your own fancy, or ſatan's 


Rom. 11, 


John 11. 


ſuggeſtions. And whether you will en- 
large your judgment to God's deciſion or 
no, the time is near when this great King 
will judge the ſecrets of your hearts and 


ves, by this very goſpel rule. 


ITs undoing to moſt profeſſors of chri- 
ſtianity, that they fondly perſuade them- 
ſelves the demands of God are not ſo 
high and exact, as truly they are: Its true, 
indeed, he makes no legal perfection to be 
the condition of a right tolife ; but yet he 
injoins a ſpiritual life and faith, (exten- 
fively taken) in order to our intereſt in 
Chriſt, and to ſalvation on his account. 

Mrrhixks you can hardly, in a ſeri- 
ous frame, conceive how any thing below 
real grace and vital acts ſhould ſerve your 
turn. Conſider the glorious nature of God, 
and can mere external performances be 


ſuitable to him, either to injoin or accept ? 


Mal. i. 14. Would Chriſt have died to raiſe dead ſin- 


ners to no more conformity to God than 
an unholy heart, and hypocritical actings, 
amount to? Are the deſigns of the goſpel, 
and the atteſted influences of the Spirit, 
anſwer'd by a dead foul, or formal duty? 
Judge you whether an ungodly, ſtupid, 
graceleſs profeſſor of chriſtianity, can, ei- 
ther here or in eternity, ſerve the purpoſes 
for which God erects this kingdom among 

| men ? 
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men? What delight can his holy nature SERM. 
take in ſuch? What ſervice or glory can I. 
he and his Chriſt have by ſuch? Yea, VV 
what ſatisfaction can ſuch men have in 

God or heaven? Theſe, and the like con- 
ſiderations, may well awaken you to juſter 
apprehenſions of this matter, and convince 

you that the kingdom of God muſt lie in 

this power, And if it be needful to add 

more, conſider wherein can the kingdom 

of ſatan and dominion of fin conſiſt, but 

in the want of theſe gracious qualities, 
neglect of thoſe acts, and the prevalency 

of what is oppoſite to them ? 

SET therefore this ſtandard before the 
eye of thy ſoul, as that which thou muſt 
examine thyſelf by, and be conformable 
to, if thou deſireſt to belong to this king- 
of the Redeemer. 

Labour induſtriouſly for, and reſt not Exbert. 2. 

+ contented till you have attained, this power 
of religion. 

I po, in the name of your Redeemer, 
preſs you to get the graces, and perform 
thoſe acts which argue a ſpiritual life, and 
the reſtauration of God's image and au- 
thority in your ſouls. Be chriſtians. in 
truth as well as in name; let no external 
performance or profeſſion content you; 
ſee that your wills be ſubject to God, 
that your lives be regulated by his laws, 
and all your religious acts inſpired with 
a divine power, This is the principal mat- 

C 4 ter 
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ter we are to treat of with you, and what 
you are chiefly concerned to attend to. To 
accompliſh this, it is, that you are en- 
truſted with the means of grace, and yet 
ſpared after ſo long provoking obſtinacy, 
which is more aggravated by your treache- 
rous pretenſions. 

THaT I may enforce this exhertation, 
I ſhall deſire you to apply to yourſelves 
theſe few motives. 

You pretend and engage to no leſs than 
this power of religion by your chriſtianity. 

WHaT you deſpiſe in others, and neg- 
lect in yourſelves, even this you pretend 
to, and have ſolemnly promiſed. Do not 
you profeſs to be the ſubjects of Chriſt ? 
Have not you renounced the world, the 
fleſh, and the devil, and covenanted to 
fight under Chriſt's banner? And ought 
you not to be, and do all this truly? Re- 
nounce all theſe rivals with Chriſt, and he 
muſt then reign in power. Can you think 
that the covenant you have ſealed fo oft at 
the Lord's-table, engageth you to no more 
than external profeſſion? When you ſti- 
pulated with Father, Son, and Spirit, was 
no more intended, than that you would 
pay them a ſlight bodily worſhip ? Sure 
you profeſs as much ſincere ſubjection as 
the ſtricteſt, in profeſſing yourſelves chri- 
ſtians; and are not you hypocrites then, 
whilſt your ſouls are unregenerate, and 
your lives not governed by the laws of 
Chriſt * 
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Chriſt? Oh! tremble to think that you SRE RM. 
profeſs, to know, and yet in works deny him. . * 
Your hearts breathe rebellion againſt God, VS 
whilſt you ſeem loyal to him. What 
agreeableneſs to thy name, doth a covetous, 
intemperate, carnal, irreligious ſpirit and 
life bear? Renounce the name, or elſe be 
and do what that name is defigned for. 

How fad will the thoughts of thy ſtate - 
be, when thou findeſt thyſelf branded by 
the heart-ſearching God, as one that hath 
a form of godlineſs, but denying the power 2 Tim. iii, 
thereof. The word we render form, is 5 
Mippeor, 9. d. they have the viſage or ap- 
pearance of true piety: thou wilt be found 
a virgin, without oil; at the feaſt, with- 
out a wedding - garment; the ſon that ſaid 
to his faither, I will work in the vineyard, 
but faileth to do ſo. Surely what induceth 
thee to profeſs to be a devout chriſtian, 
ſhould encline thee to be ſo. 

2. Any thing ſhort of this power of 
religion, will avail you nothing, but 
greatly damage you. 

You are enemies in God's account, 
whatever you perform, and he will treat 
you as ſuch when the time of retribution 
cometh, How wilt thou, Oh rebellious 
chriſtian, endure that ſentence? Bring Lake xix, 
theſe my enemies, that would not that TI "7- 
ſhould reign over them, and flay them be- 
fore me. What a lok wilt thou ſuſtain, 
when thy gold becomes droſs, when thy | 

know- 


Tit. 1. 16. 
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knowledge, duties, yea, all thy religian, 
is vain? Oh! that ſo much ſhould be at- 


WY tained in vain, and done to no purpoſe ! 


23. 


Matt, viii. 


12. 


You will find, that if your graces be not 
ſincere, they will not fave; yea, and if 
they partake not of this power, they are 
but ”ilded vices: Your feigned faith is but 
unbelief; your pretended love is enmity ; 
your partial obedience 1s rebellion ; and 
will God reward, nay, muſt not God fe- 
verely puniſh, unbelieving, irreconcileable, 
rebellious profeſſors of chriſtianity, and 
give you a portion with the moſt pro- 
fane? Nay, your guilt is aggravated, and 
your woes will be the greater. What 
profit will you reap by orthodox princi- 
ples, while you are hypocrites in heart ? 
Church-memberſhip will expoſe to the 
foreſt rebukes; for if the children of the 
kingdom periſh, they are caſt into outer 
darkneſs. 

AT leaſt pity yourſelves. Why ſhould 
you be at any pains, if you will not do 
enough to bring you to heaven? Can any 
thing on this fide glory be the reward you 
intend by being religious? Why then will 
vou not be ſo religious as to obtain that 
glory ? Oh! mock God no longer, delude 
thy own ſoul no more; thou art almoſt a 
chriſtian, be altogether ſo; or the con- 
victions and helps that have almoſt per- 
ſuaded thee, will aggravate thy ruin when 
thou falleſt into hell, from a pitch fo 
much 
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much higher than the Atheiſt and Pagan. SERM: 
3. VERY Pplaufible appearances of reli- I. 
gion may be without this power. WD 

Mx may appear ſincere to others, yea, 
to themſelves, and yet be hypocrites. 
There is a very probable form, without 
the power of godlineſs. Every living grace 
hath its dead image; thy heart may be 
hard when groans abound ; thou mayeſt 
cry loud, and oft to God, and thy ſoul 
never pray; thy affections may be on 
earth, when thy eyes are lifted up to hea- 
ven. So inward is the life of grace, and 

ſo deceitful are our hearts, that we can 
fay, of the ſeemingly greateſt chriſtians, 
but as Peter did of Siluanus, a faithful 1 Pet. v. 
brother, as I ſuppoſe. (For the ſuppoſition ** 
may regard that, as well as the uncertainty 
of his being Peter's meſſenger :) Yea, we 
are ſo ſubject to deceive ourſelves, that we 
have need to pray, with David, Lord, 

ſearch me, and try me. 

Aras! how many, with Alexander, 
may have great zeal, and want integrity ; 
promiſe much, and perform the contrary? Jer. «li. 
You will be found virgins with lamps, and 
yet want oil; ſeem lively faints, and be 
dead ſinners. We may, with bleeding 
hearts, conſider, that very many have 
been not far from grace, and yet never 
attained it, becauſe ſome one luſt oppo- 

{ed it, or ſome one idol prevented it. It 

is a great thing to be truly religious. Th 
c 


/ 
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SERM. beſt natural temper, the moſt plendid acts, 
I, the exacteſt profeſſion, are not infallible 
GY DV evidences of a man's being truly pious, 
but are ſeparable from faving grace. 
You have need therefore of the ſtricteſt 
care and jealouſy in dealing with your 
hearts. Oh! look to it, that your reli- 
gion hath in it the undoubted characters 
of a ſpiritual life, and of God's kingdom 
being ſet up in you, in its very power. 
The hardeſt taſk is to arrive at this power 
of godlineſs, to get carnal ſelf dethroned, 
and the government of Chriſt chearfully 
*. ſubmitted to. This kingdom, in its duties 
and privileges, hath been long preached 
to you; now God is importunate that you 
exclude not yourſelves from the rewards 
of it, by rebelling againſt the laws and 
terms of it. Were you acquainted with 
the nature of Chriſt's kingdom, it would 
ſoon be deſirable. The King is our right- 
ful Lord, and not an uſurper; he hath the 
tenderneſs of a father, is infinitely wiſe and 
good; he admits all his ſubjects to the 
ſtate of children, yea, the dignity of kings. 
All the laws of it refer to our good, and 
tend to our perfection; and whatever is 
required of us, he is preſent to aſſiſt us 
in; yea, ready to forgive all weakneſſes 
conſiſtent with ſincere endeavours: And 
can you refuſe this eaſy yoke of Chriſt 
from day to day? Will you refuſe this, 
| that you may continue flaves to the devil, 
- and 
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and ſervants to your luſts? Oh! that even SzRM. 
now you were made willing, and able, to I. 
ſubmit to Chriſt, and inſpired with that WWW 
divine nature which agrees to this ſtate 
that is, even the heavenly kingdom begun. 

Oh! periſh not in your miſconceits and 
wilful diſobedience, after all theſe plead- 
ings. 

* Improve in the power of religion, if 
you have attained to any degree of it. 

THERE are remains of weakneſs and 
diſloyalty in the beſt of us, and ſo there's 

lace for our utmoſt endeavours to become 
more ſuited to this happy ſtate in our tem- 
per and behaviour. How much are we 
ſhort of our fellow- ſubjects in light, 
ſtrength, and love? We are come to mount Heb. ii. 
Zion, the city of the living God; to an in-. 
numerable company of angels, to the church 
of the firſt-born, and the fouls of juſt men 
made perfect. We ſerve the ſame Lord, 
we partake of the fame nature, are admit- 
ted to the ſame relation, and we expect 
the ſame glory which our King doth de- 
ſign us to, as well as them. And muſt 
not theſe things cauſe a bluſh in us, that 
we are ſo remiſs in our improvements? 
Can they fail to awaken our ſouls to pro- 
ceed from ſtrength to ſtrength ? Therefore Pi. lexxiv. 
let mortification be your work while any 7 
luſts remain. Be more ſpiritual in every 
duty, more renewed in your minds ; and 
let all your works be more perfect. What 
N | ſhould 
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SERM, ſhould be ſo much your concern, as that 
I. the laws of Chriſt have a more abſolute 
authority in you, that God's image im- 
preſs the whole man, and your ſouls be 
more enlarged and lifted up in all the 
ways of this kingdom? Reſt not till you 
find Chriſt rules alone, and that you en- 
tirely live to Chriſt under the very con- 
ſtraints of love to him. How happy will 
you be, when the very peace of God rules 
in your hearts, yea, ſo rule, as that it re- 
ſtrains all that may interrupt it, and com- 
mand to all that can expreſs and maintain 
it? When this is your frame, your delights 
will be more refined; you will now live 
much nigher to God, your exceeding joy, 
and have an abundant entrance to his palace 
above, when a few days are over. Reſolve 
then that you will ſtill grow up into Chriſt, 
till nothing inſpires you but his life, and 
nothing be done by you but what is loyalty 

to him. 

4. V1S1BLY expreſs the ſincerity of your 
ſubjection to God, and the efficacy of his 
grace in your ſouls. This is incumbent on 
all chriſtians; but I ſhall apply myſelf more 
eſpecially to you that are magiſtrates, and 
the occaſion of this aſſembly. You do pro- 
feſs yourſelves real ſubjects to Chriſt ; evi- 
dence then that real chriſtians are more 
fitted to ſerve their generation than other 
men. Let Chriſt govern by all your power, 
and his intereſts be advanced by you to the 

utmoſt 
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utmoſt of your talents. Convince the Str. 


world, that nothing can allure or affright 


ou from exact obedience to Chriſt's laws. 


and fidelity to his concerns. Chriſt's eye 
is on your hearts and behaviour in your 
preſent circumſtances: The eyes of many 
of very different forts are on you ; yea, the 
credit of religion is concerned in your be- 
haviour. And it is but a few days, 'when 
you muſt, with awakened ſpirits, review 
your preſent actings; it may be under 
afflictive diſpenſations, when thruſt off 
your preſent ſtage: But, certainly, when 
you come to die, and appear before the tri- 
bunal of the Lord your judge. Therefore 
create not bitter reflections by ſelfiſh aims, 
ſinful neglects, or unbecoming deviations. 
A tormenting conſcience in that day, will 
not be countervailed by any preſent advan- 
tage. You are employed in a time that 
may evidence the utmoſt which a chriſtian 
can do or endure, But whatever may be 
your exerciſe, let it be ſeen that you ſerve 
Chriſt with the ſame honourable thoughts 
of him, and devotedneſs to him, as ever. 
You have the fame Lord, whoſe laws, au- 
thority, and intereſts, do not vary with the 
uncertain motions of this lower world, and 
whoſe concerns are of an infinitely higher 
nature than the poor and periſhing toils 
of mortals. 
Tu Ar I may improve and enforce this 
exhortation, conſider, | 
. | 1, As 
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1. As chriſtians, and as magiſtrates, 
you are the ſbjects of Chriſt, and ſo owe 


WYY the utmoſt fidelity and ſerviceableneſs to 


Joſh. xv. 
8. 


Gal. 1.16, 


him. If you are real believers, you are of 
his kingdom; and that admits none that 
will not ferve him without limitations, 
Duty and gratitude bind you to act with 
a ſupreme regard to Chriſt, and to all others 
only in ſubordination to him: You muſt, 
with Toſhua, follow him fully, It ill be- 
comes you to conſult with fleſh and blood : 
For did not you covenant thus with Chriſt, 
Lord, do but ſave me, and 1 olemnly ur- 
render myſelf to thee. What tho his ſervice 
may expoſe you to ſome acts of ſelf-denial, 
doth not he deſerve that from you ? Shall a 
dying Chriſt endure ſo much for you, 'and 
will you think a little contempt too much 
to bear for him? Doth not he, in the midſt 
of his exalted glory in the heavens, in- 
tercede for you? and can you, in a little 
painted honour, forget to plead his cauſe ? 
Shall your mite (which alſo is his) be un- 
imployed for Chriſt, who daily lays out 
his power, wiſdom, and fulneſs, for every 
believer's uſe ? 
As you are magiſtrates, you are ap- 
ointed to the ſervice of this Redeemer. 
All power and judgment is committed to 
him; magiſtracy is his ordinance, and 
ſhould be executed, in Chriſt's behalf, as 
well as the miniſtry : He is King of kings, 
and Lord of lords, and hath appointed the 


rulers 
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rulers of the earth work in his kingdom, SERNM. 
whether they attend it or no. Magiſtrates I. 
have the ſword, as miniſters have the word 
they have the coercive power, we the per- 
ſuaſive ; and Chriſt will as truly bring the © 
unfaithful magiſtrate to an account for his 
neglects and miſtakes, as the unfaithful 
miniſter, | 

2. Lou ſovereign Lord will proſper 
you, according to what he deſigns to effect 
in your day, and by your hands. You 
ſerve him who manageth all by his provi- 
dence, and hath chalked out, in his pur- 
poſe, what ſhall be executed in every age. 

De jure, the kingdoms of the earth are his 

from the firſt ; but from age to age he is 

advancing mens acknowledgment of his 

dominion, and erecting a holy government 

in the world on the ruins of fatan's king- 

dom. He hath: a kingdom which all the 

powers of hell ſhall not extirpate the ru- Dan. vii. 

der beginnings of, nor prevent its utmoſt 't 

growth, This kingdom lies in the domi- 

nion of light over darkneſs, truth over er- 

ror, holineſs over ſin, pure goſpel-worſhip 

over corrupt worſhip, and the intereſts of 

Jeſus over all rivals. It includes the de- 1. xlix. 

votedneſs of earthly powers to Chriſt's ſer- 7: 

vice, and a national dedication to him as 

ſupreme Lord. This kingdom he enlar- 7. xiv. 

geth in ſet times, and towards the latter? 

days more eminently, upon the deſolations 

of Paganiſm and Antichriſtianiſm, This Rev. xi. 
D bappy s 
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SERM. happy time I live expecting, and rejoice in 


I. 


yy Ww 


ſome hopeful, tho awful, prognoſticks of. 


Ir pleaſeth Chriſt more eminently to 
employ his real ſubjects as his inſtruments 
to advance his intereſts by; and they ſhall 
not want an anointmg to fit and ſucceed 
them, let the work ſeem never ſo hard, 
and the ſucceſs never ſo improbable. ' 

ITs not in you or me to allot ourſelyes 
our day or work, we muſt take that as our 
great Diſpoſer hath allotted. 'This only 
is incumbent on you, that you fill up your 
places, and ſee that Chriſt wants no ſervice 
he calls you to, and qualifies you for. 
Ixs not without his counſel that you 
are at this ſeaſon in the magiſtracy; this 
he appointed you to, and hath ſome de- 
ſign to ſerve by you. And tho' it now 
appears not what may be the influence or 
event of this ſurprize, leave that to him 
whoſe counſels are a great depth, and doth 
nothing in vain ; yea, hath ordinarily ſome 
great things to do by ſuch, whom he ſig- 
nally calls to an opportunity of ſervice. 
You ought therefore to do what good your 
hand finds to do from day to day, and that 
with all your might. Reſign up yourſelves 
to his conduct, and be faithful in preſent 
truſt, within the bounds of your places. 
Keep innocent in all your ways, ſuppreſs 
all fin, and advance rizhteouſneſs, Whilſt 
you are thus exerciſed, you may expect 


the preſence of God with you, and have a 


L conliderable 
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conſiderable: influence in whatever work Sg RM. 3 
Chriſt hath now in hand. Others may I. | 
little eſteem! any uſefulneſs: of this kind; www | 
but what to a diſcerning chriſtian can be 
more pleaſing, than contributing any thing 
to Chriſt's intereſts? What can be more 
honourable than to be dne of them whom 
Chriſt deſigns in that account; They Khat Rev. xvii; 
are with him are called, and choſen, nit oy 
faithful? + 

3. THE kingdom of they is reſerved!) 

and will be certainly beſtowed 6n all-ſuch 
as are loyal to Chriſt in all their preſent 
truſt, They that follow the Lord, ſhall - Tim. iv. 
reign with him. Will you repent preſerit * 
harſhips when you ſtand about the throne? 
Can you grudge him a few days ſervice, 
who hope to be ever with him? Will you 
not, in thoſe rivers of pleaſures, even relent 
that your ſervice was no greater? Vou will 
with, Oh that I had exceeded the utmoſt 
which I did beſt perform! that I had been 
entruſted with opportunities for more dif- 
ficult work ! Its no ſuch wonder the dam- 
ned ſhould have lived to themſelves, and 
guide their courſe by ſecular intereſts ; but 
that the Heirs of glory ſhould be afraid, or 
aſhamed of their fidelity to Chriſt, would 
be ſtrange. 

MosT not theſe things, reallized by faith, 
endue you with new vigour. Oh! there- 
fore gird up the loins of your minds; be 
prepared to endure reproach, and any evil 

D 2 that 


32 


The Kingdom of God in Power. 


SERM. that may attend you. Be fortified againſt 


I. 


— 


Dan. xi. 
32. 


all allurements; be not of them that are 
corrupt with | flatteries, which ſometimes 
are more enſnaring than frowns. What- 
ever others chuſe, ſee that, in all your 
perplexing-doubts, you be moſt ſollicitous, 
what now would Chriſt have me to do? 
And let your determinations be fixed by 
the light you gain through that enquiry. 
Examine your duty as, under the eye of 
Chriſt, and reſolve in it as men perſuaded 
that your happineſs or miſery depends only 
on his favour or his frowns, and that he 


will deal with you according to your faith- 


fulneſs to him. He will not put you off 
with vain hopes, or an imaginary king- 
dom, if his grace rule in you, and you 


expreſs it in your ſtation, by a carriage 
becoming the living ſubjects of this king- 
dom of grace, | | 
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De Advancement of CHRIS T's. 


Intereſts, the governing end of 
a Chriſtian's Life. 
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A SECOND 


SERMON 


BEFORE THE 


LORD-MAY OR, 


S s 
TDD Or RP rs 


To the RIGHT HONOURABLE 


Sir John Shorter, Kant. 
LORD-MAYO R 


O F THE 


CITY of L ON Dom 


Rene ey PRESETVT to your 
Neri Lordſhip the ſecond 
FA Jermon, and the book- 
© 2A /eller is accountable for 
the late publication of it. 

By the firſt ſermon, I endea- 
voured a real ſubjeftion of hearts to 
Chrift as King; in this I call men 
zo the utmoſt ſervi ceablene/s to him, 
as the governing aim of their lives, 
No ſervice to Chrift is poſſible, but 
with reſpect to his intereſts; and 6 
our devotedneſs to theſe, he deter- 
mineth our regards to himſelf 

If we confider that part of the 


world called chriſtian, we all find 
D4 | that 


55 


Epiſtle. Dedicatory. 
that nothing is more pretended than 
the advancement of theſe intereſts of 
Chriſt, even when they are moſt di/- 
ſerved. Theſe are made to patro- 
nize the great weakneſſes of ſome, 
and the groſſeſt villanies of others. 
This induced me to explain and ftate 
the intereſts of Chriſt, as far as one 
diſcourſe would admit. 

Natural religion is not fo much 
oppoſed, as the additional and more 
peculiar concernments of Chriſt as 
mediator: the innate enmity of mens 
hearts, and ſatan's attempts, are 
more directly level d againſt theſe ; 
the former, becauſe they are leſs ad- 
vantaged by thoſe remains of light 
preſerved by God in our apoſtate na- 
ture; the latter, becauſe the devil 
well knows, that natural religion 
will not be improved to any ſaving 
purpoſe, if theſe additional intereſts 
of Chrift prevail not. This comſide- 
ration led me to infift on theſe medi- 
atorial concernments of our Lord 


F eſs, and perſuade to a more ſpe- 


cial 
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cial regard to ſuch points, which 
Chriſt is gradually advancing in the 
world in our day; and the rather, 
becauſe the teſtimony of Chriſt, and 
the mighty influences of the Spirit in 
any day, are much confined to thoſe 
points, which at that time be def gu 
the advancement of. 

T am expreſs and large in proving 
that the dedication of our lives to the 
ſervice of the intereſts of Chriſt, is 
an eſſential duty of all chriſtians, 
becauſe it is the great ſecurity to our 
holy profeſſion; its the ſpring of all 
endeavours whereby God is glorified, 
and a common good promoted ; and 
without it, truth will be betrayed by 
men that make the greateſt noiſe. 

The hints I am confined to, may 
be ſubject to various inferences; to 
direct which, I do declare, that in 
general I do intend the perſuading 
chriſtians to do all that is lawful in 
their places, to promote true religion 
and godlingſs, and their cautious 


 farocarance 
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forbearance of whatever is a certain 
detriment or hazard thereto. 

In particular, I would have none 
in this crifis (if duly called) ſcruple 
offices from uncertain events; much 
leſs employ them to lower ends than 
the advancement of truth, and that 
with all prudence and meekneſs. 

F would perſuade all nonconform- 
ing minifters not to neglect the pre- 

ſent opportunity of exerciſing their 
miniſtry; their obligation and li- 
cenſe to it, is from Chriſt's prior 
commiſſion, and not the preſent re- 
moval of a phyſical obſtacle; and 
woe to us if the undoubted intereſts 
of Chrift gain not by this liberty. I 
thinkT have more comfort than ſeem- 
ing caution or idlengſs would afford, 
when I reflect, that from the 20th 
year of my age, I remember not three 
Lord's-days, wherein I have not 
preached in one place or other. 

A ſubptence to theſe miniſters I 
alſo aim at. How ſad is that nar- 
rom and unjuſt ſpirit in men of 


eftates, 


Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
eftates, which reftrains the goſpel 


for want of maintenance? I am ſure: 


none that know me will ſuſpect a ſel- 
fp defign by tbis. 


De only thing J can foreſee the 


need of an apology for, is my plain- 


neſs with ſome perſecutors that are 


members of the church of England, 
and lately monopolized the name even 
from all arbers of their own commu- 


nion. Theſe I call to repentance for 
their great oppoſition to the intereſts 
of Chrift. Some part of the two days 


allowed to prepare this ſermon, was 
ſpent in debating with myſelf the eu- 


59 


- pediency hereof - and I judged, ar 


loft, it was my duty, and conducive 


za the publick good, on ſuch grounds 
as. theſe. Ns 8 1 
The crime is too notorious t0: be. 
palliated, when they have filenced 
2000 miniſters, becauſe they durſt 
nat lie, &c. and with ſuch rage per- 
ſecured" their quiet neighbours, for 
worſhipping God according to all the 
7n/tituted. rules of the goſpel, their 
0 


enemies being judges. 
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The effects of their ſeverities are 

vifible in the danger, that not only 

the power, but the very probable 
form of religion, 1s reduced to. 

The repentance of theſe very men, 
is neceſſary to divert the judgments 
which hang over our heads. That 
temper continued, makes all healing 
methods for accord impoſſible. If 
they repent not, its of little moment 
/ they be irritated by à call to it; 
being diſowned by all ſerious men of 
their own party, who indeed were 
hated and wounded by them as well 
as the diſſenters. 

Yea, God by his preſent provi- 
dence ſeemeth to defign theſe mens 
repentance, while be is blowing on 
them from that very point, where 
their faces and regards were direct- 
ed in all their miſchievous attempts. 

I hope no pious men of that party, 
who approved not theſe mens practi- 
ces, will think themſelves concerned 
in this reproof; their credit and ſer- 
Piceableneſs I am tender of. Yea, I 
D | would 
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would perſuade a forgiving of the 
moſt guilty, tho I call them to repen- 
tance : And providence directs the 
ſufferers not to exert their reſent- 
ments, by the damage it will expoſe 
70. 

T find it convenient to explain 
ſomewhat in my firſt ſermon. 
Zy conditions, I mean the things 
which the goſpel injoineth indiſpen- 
fibly on all men, that ſhall partake of 
the ſaving bleſſings of the new cove- 
nant, which are owing to Chriſt only 
as the meritorious cauſe. By ſpiri- 
tual life, I intend that inherent vi- 
zal principle wherein all graces are 
comprehended. By remedial law, I 
mean the law of faith, publiſhed for 
the recovery of apoſtate ſinners; and 
by which God will judge the ſecrets 
of men. | 

But yet the objectors are very weak 
or uncharitable, and little confider 
what fatal influence their diſtempers 
have on the intereſts of Chriſt, whilſt 
they ſacrifice the ſerviceableneſs of 


others 


Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
others to their own little aims and 
fancies. 

It may be added, that I managed 
my firſt text aithout much reference 
to the extraordinary power of apoſto- 
lical adminiſtrations, as not ſo ſuit- 
able to our day, nor yet principally 
intended. 

Your Lordſbis is concerned, or I 
world not preface your name to this 
apology. I] believe its your aim to 
ſerve Chriſt in the world. Many of 
your actings may convince the envi- 
ous, it is not a ſelfiſh intereſt you 
ſerve. That you, and your brethren, 
may entirely dedicate yourſelves, 
power, and advantages, to the real 
advancement of the intereſisof Jeſus, 
was the defign of this plain Hfcourfe, 
and is the prayer of, 


Your Lordſhip's 


>= 
* 


moſt humble Servant, 


Bunde, Williams. 


eee 
Maha 
nere ererbte 


PHILIP, 1 Sd. 


For to me to live is Chriſt. 


1 e HE apoſtle \ was in a \ happy SERM. 

„ iſtrait, from his fitneſs to II. 

live, and readineſs to die. 

He knew not well how to 

ji his choice, becauſe both 

fe = death had a deſireable tendency. 

There was ſervice to Chriſt by his lite, 

and great happineſs to himſelf by death. 
AFFECTION to Chrift ſwayed his in- 

clinations both ways; he loved Chriſt, and : 

therefore muſt deſire death, that he might =o 

fully enjoy him; he loved Chriſt, and ſo 8 

might incline to a longer life, that he might | 

more advance his intereſt, Rational ſelf- 

love would move to the former, yet re- 

gard to Jeſus and his members overſways 

him to the latter. He is content to expect 

the crown, rather than quit his work: 

And though heaven was the better ſtate in 

itſelf, and happier for him, he prefers his 

ſtay on earth, as better for the church, 

which could not bear his abſence. A ,Wwon- | 

derful inſtance of a publick ſpirit! How "i 

— is this ſoul, that was aſſured of 1 


glory 14 
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SE RM. glory in heaven, and of very ſore trials on 
II. earth, and would yet tug longer at the oar 

por publick good, rather than be at reſt 

Tu E great purpoſes he reſolved to live 
to, are manifeſt from his contentment with 
the delays of glory. Had ſenſual enjoy- 
ments, and trivial employs, been the ad- 
vantage propoſed by a longer life, how 
impatiently muſt he have endured a mo- 
ment's abſence from heaven? He that 
knew death could not lay his ſoul aſleep, 
but that it immediately paſſed into a ſtate 
of the higheſt activity and receptiveneſs; 
yea, and would be admitted to a near con- 
verſe with Chriſt, and other glorious ob- 
jects, which muſt fully employ theſe ac- 
tive powers of the ſoul, and fill it with 
good to the utmoſt of its capacity to re- 
ceive. Could he (I ſay) deſire an abode on 
earth, to reliſh carnal or animal delights, 

Tim. v. 6. which with him is a being dead while one 
liveth? By no means. 

BuT my text repreſents to us the deſign 
and tendency of the apoſtle Paul's life. To 
me to live is Chriſt. 

I x Now there are many things to be 
inferred from the words, beſides what 1 
think is their principal ſcope. As, 1. Chriſt 
is a — ineſs while he liveth; 9. 
d. life were worſe than death, were not 

Gal. i. 20. Chriſt known, od enjoyed by me, in = 
life. 2. A chriſtian's life is a mere 
dence on, and a manifeſt diſcoyery.o 


— 
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power and grace of Chriſt. Emanations SE RM. 
of his power ſupports it, and his grace is II. 
diſplayed in our lives, when uſeful to any WW 


valuable purpoſes, or employed in any mo- 
mentous actions. But I paſs by theſe to 
the chief deſign of the text, which may 

be expreſſed under two heads. 
I. An entire dedication of Paul's life to 
Chriſt, excluſively of any carnal defigns of 

his own. | 

As if he ſhould have faid, I devote my 
life to the glory of Chriſt, I propoſe the 
advancement of his intereſts ; my deſign is 
to be inſtrumental in his work, and the 
propagation of his concernments: There 
is no baſe ſelfiſh turn of my own intended, 
nor ſhall my life waſte in idle uſeleſſneſs. 
I will be active, and that for him, to the 
laſt moment, and the utmoſt of my abili- 
ties. This my judgment dictates as my 
duty, to this I am devoted, and on this 
only I am intent. | 
II. ApgRsSUASION that Chriſt had 
been, and ſtill would be, advanced by his 
life and labours. This he expreſſeth in 
ver. 20. As my expettation and hope, that 
Chrift ſhall be magnified in my body, whe- 
ther by life, or by death; q. d. I have by his 
grace promoted his intereſt, I fear not but 
the ſame aids and bleſſing will till concur 
to the like ſerviceableneſs; and fo the iſſue 
of my living will be his gain. This is the 
af vd Spy, in ver. 22. Its no ſecular inte- 
E reſt 
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SE RM. reſt of my own is like to be advanced: 
II. The building of my houſe, or erecting 
T trophies to my name, I expect not. Nay, . 


I am fure poverty, contempt, and hard- 
ſhips in thoſe reſpects will attend me; but 
Chriſt, in his goſpel-interefts, will be con- 
tributed to, and he will over-rule my ſuf. 
ferings and labours to his own advance- 
ment. 

TH x text may alfo include an hint at 
the reaſon of this confidence, as to this 
deſcribed fucceſs, it being introduced un- 
der fuch a reſpect; For to me to live is 
Chriſt. Sincere devotedneſs to Chriſt, is 
ordinarily ſucceſsful ; and upright deſigns, 
duly managed, prove not abortive. When 
the beſt endowments of a man indiſ 
{ed to the fervice of Chrift, produce not 
equal fruits to the lower gifts of a ſou! 
engaged for his concerns, 

TR firſt of theſe will be the ſubject 
of my diſcourſe; viz. The dedication of 
the life to Chriſt. This was no duty pe- 
euliar to the apoſtolical office; and tho its 
predicated of St. Paul, in bis own perſon, 
yet he affords us an example which binds 
our imitation : Yea, it is the fundamental 
duty reſulting from our baptiſmal vow, in- 
eluded in all our chriſtian profeſſion, and 
fuppoſod in all acceptable ſervice. So that 
the obligation is univerſal ; its the duty of 
all here; even of ſuch who leaſt regard 
it, yea, live in greateſt repugnancy to - 

* 1 
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By living to Chriſt, muſt be meant 8E RN. 

living to the promoting and defence of II. 

the intereſts of Chriſt in this world. This ww 

his defigned endeavour had a reſpect to, 
and to this he devoted his /zfe; that is, 
all the opportunities for acting which life 
includes, all the abilities which life im- 
ports, and all the good things he poſſeſſed, 
which are comprehended in the word /fe, 
as being leſs valuable than life is: Even all 
theſe he defigned to lay out for the intereſts 
of the bleſſed Jeſus. He valued living for 
no meaner uſes, and determined to live to 
no lower purpoſe. 

WHEN the advancement of Chriſt's in- 
tereſts governeth our time and abilities, 
then to live is Chriſt : For herein is our 
living to him within our reach; by this it 
is expreſſed, and the evidencing thereof in 
this inſtance, is what he hath appointed, 
and ſtill expecteth from all his members 
and ſervants. 

I NEED ſay no more to introduce the 

doctrine I purpoſe to inſiſt on; which is 
this: 

Do&. I is the duty of all chriſtians to 
dedicate and employ their lives to the 
advancement of the intereſts of Chriſt 
in the World. | 


ITs not ſufficient to be religious in con- 
templation, or mental acts; our Lord ex- > 
pecteth, and real piety enclineth to, a vi- 

2 gorous 
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SERM.: gorous activity in our holy profeſſion. He 
II. will be ſerved by his members, as they 
&YV expect to be ſaved by him. They muſt 
imitate him in his communicative good- 
neſs, and expreſs their reſentments of his 
grace to them, by theſe powerful acknow- 
ledgments. They muſt not grudge his 
ſervice; tho' he redeem them freely, they 
ſhall facrifice all to him; and while he is 
managing our intereſt in heaven as inter- 
ceſſor, he will have us employed in his con- 
cernments on earth, as inſtruments dedi- 
cated to the advancement of his name, and 
enlargement of his kingdom. 

To do thus, is agreeable to the inclina- 
tion of every holy chriſtian; love to Jeſus 
fills with zeal in this enterprize: Therein 
they are employed; nothing delighteth 
them more than any viſible ſucceſs; yea, 

they bemoan their uſeleſſneſs when their 
induſtry ſeems greateſt. A hermit's cell, 
for reſt, is not eſteemed by them as an 
opportunity for ſervice; tho the ſervice is 
difficult and dangerous. 
I sHALL manage this ſubject in this 
method: 


I. I wiLL lay down ſome preliminary 


propoſitions. 


II. AcquAinrT you more fully with 
the nature of this duty, of dedicating 
our lives to the intereſts of Chriſt. 


III. OrrrR 
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III. OrFEeR plain reaſons, to put it out SERM. 
of doubt, that to dedicate our lives II. 
to Chriſt, is the indiſpenſible duty of WV 
all of us: And then apply theſe things 

more particularly. 


SES I 


Prop. 1. SATAN, the world, and the 
fleſh, have an intereſt among men; in the 
overthrowing whereof, much of the inte- 
reſts of Chriſt conſiſteth. A 

FTE intereſts of the former are one, 
and principally ſtated, and managed by the 

devil. He ſet up the world as an idol, 
and the fleſh as a ruler, by introducing fin 
into the world; ſo that the whole may be 
called his intereſt; the inclinations of the 
fleſh affording him advantages, and the 
world yielding him means to advance that 
intereſt by. 

TH1s intereſt of ſatan is fixed, 1. In 
oppolition to the original dominion of God 
among men. 2. To the attempts and ſuc- 
ceſſes of Chriſt in reſtoring of God's do- 
minion, and advancing ſome additional 
intereſt of his own, with reſpect to fallen 
man, 8 


| 1. THE intereſt of ſatan is fixed in op- 
| poſition to the original dominion of God 
among men. 

Man was made upright, loyal to God, cel. vii. | 

glorious in the image of God on the ſoul, = * 


E 3 and 
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II. 
WW 


Eph. ii. 2. 


Advancement of Chriſt's Intereſts, 
and expreſſing the nature of God in light, 


love, juſtice, purity, &c. 

SATAN haſtily engageth in a deſign of 
overthrowing the authority of God, defa- 
cing his image, and introducing his own 
temper and power in the hearts and prac- 
tices of men. He ſoon effected this by 
the compliance of our firſt parents with 
his ſnares; and purſueth it from one age 
to another, ill working in the children of 
diſobedience. 

HENCE you may eaſily conclude, that 
his intereſt lieth in man's rebellion againſt 
his maker, darkneſs of mind as to divine 
matters, injuſtice, cruelty, irreligion, blaſ- 
phemy, uncleanneſs, intemperance, wrath, 
earthlineſs, and all things which render 


men deviliſh, or brutiſh. His great con- 


cern was to dethrone God, whom he ha- 
ted; and to deſtroy man, whoſghappineſs 
he envied ; tho' he concealeth the latter, 
that he may the better effect it. 

2. SATAN'S intereſt is in oppoſition to 
the attempts of Chriſt for reſtoring of God's 
dominion, and advancing ſome additional 
intereſts of his own with reſpect to fallen 
man. | 
SATAN hoped, from the ſanction of the 
law, and God's dealing with himſelf, that 
his deſign, ſo far accompliſhed by the fall, 
would never miſcarry ; but that ſuch re- 
bellion and miſery begun ſo to be execu- 
ted, could never be retrieved. He * 

| the 
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the proſpect of a quiet throne but a ſmall SE RN. 
moment; then a curſe (which affects him, II. 
tho ſpoken to the ſerpent) ſeized him as aa 
tempter, and Chriſt ſet up as his antago- 
niſt, to recover the elect, revive the tramp- 
led intereſts of God among rebellious ſin- 
ners, and erect to himſelf a glorious name 
and body, as the mediatorial head. 

SATAN endeavoureth the blaſting of 
theſe attempts of Chriſt, and the ſupport 
of his own intereſts thus threatned : And 
hereby we ſee there is an intereſt of fatan's, 
which, tho' to the ſame ends, is yet mana- 
ged more directly in oppolition to Chriſt, 
as redeemer. | 

Tuis lieth in obſtructing the goſpel, | 
hardening the heart to impenitency, b/1nd- 1 Theſſ. ii. 
ing mens minds, leſt they ſhould believe; ad- _ 2 Me 
vancing idolatry and ſuperſtition, in oppo- 4. 
ſition to the worſhip of Chriſt ; perverting 
the mind with errors, contrary to the truths 
revealed; perſecuting the members of Chriſt, 
ſilencing a faithful miniſtry, dividing the 
church, deſtroying godly diſcipline, cau- 
ſing backſlidings and apoſtacy; with what- 
ever elſe may hinder the attempts of Chriſt, 
or blaſt the ſucceſſes of our Redeemer in 
any place, perfon, or matter; that by all 
he may obviate the gracious purpoſes of 
Jeſus towards men, and make his enter- 
prize abortive. ö ö | 
How vigilant, ſubtil, and unwearied 
is ſatan in managing this intereſt ? He 

E 4 engageth i 
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72 Advancement of Chriſt's Intereſſe, 
SERM. engageth all inſtruments, he takes advan- 
II. tages of all tempers and circumſtances ; 
oft influenceth good men to ſerve his pur- 
Mark viii. Poſes; transformeth himſelf ſometimes inta 
33- an angel of light ; at other times, as a dra- 
gon, poureth out a flood of perſecution, 
Rev. xii, Innocent things he oft abuſeth ; by things 
3-15- ſeemingly indifferent he propagates his de- 
ſigns, as well as by groſſer matters. He 
waits every age to obſtruct the points Chriſt 
ſeems deſigned to gain, (called by the Spirit 
2 Pet. i. the truth of the preſent time) as if he were 
content to endure paſt inſtances of Chriſt's 
conqueſt, which he could not hinder, He 
refineth his intereſts according, to the light 
that groweth, that they may be the more 
likely to be complied with; tho' every ſtep 
he nech is but a degree, which he would 
improve to the utmoſt villany, by a gradual 
proceſs, | 
TH xr more eminently any thing, con- 
ſtitution, or party, expreſſeth his preva- 
lency, or ſerveth the devil's purpoſe, the 
more his intereſt is ſtaked therein, and his 
Rev. xiii. power exerted thereby. Thus after Rome 
5, , 1e, Pagan failed his deſign, he begins an ido- 
5,14 latrous apoſtaſy in the chriſtian church, 
and giveth the head of that apoſtaſy (un 
der the emblem of @ lamb with tao 3 
wonderful ſkill and power: By him he 
corrupts the church, and encounters the 
growing kingdom of our Lord, as the 
great antichriſt. By him ſatan's intereſts 
n * are 
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are kept up for many ages over many na- SERM, 
tions, wearing a chriſtian name; and the II. 
remains of his infection diſturb the inte- WWW; 
reſts of Chriſt in churches relieved from 
groſſer pollutions; which is effected by 

cuſtoms and officers uninſtituted by Chriſt; 
by errors eclipſing the authority, operations, 
merits, and free grace of our bleſſed Lord, 
wherein many departed from Babylon are 
too deeply engaged. In every one of theſe 
ſatan's intereſt conſiſteth, either as a means 
which ſatan makes uſe of, or as it ſtands 
in oppoſition to any truth and inſtitution 
of Chriſt. 

Muc of the intereſts of Chriſt conſiſts 
in oppoſing each of theſe, and blaſting 
thoſe counter-defigns of ſatan. Wonder- 
ful will be the ſcheme of Chriſt's counter- 
acting, and baffling theſe various efforts, 
when the methods and ſeaſonableneſs of 
all ſhall be at once made known, 

Prop. 2. ALL men, by nature, are de- 
voted to the intereſt of ſatan, the world, 
and fleſh. 9. - | 
_ SATAN executeth his purpoſes by men 
as flaves in chains. Its true, this is gene- 
rally by uniting his intereſts with theirs, 
and fo ſerving himſelf by them, while 
they axe acting their own luſts, and con- 
ſulting a fleſhly intereſt. They are bribed 
by advantage, engaged by grandeur or po- 
litick reaſons, whereby they ſeem to juſtify 
the devil's drudgery. They fayour ſome 
No 9 Rn a errors 
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Advancement of Chriſt's Intereſts, 
errors, as the luſts of the mind; others, as 
leading to licentiouſneſs, or countenancing 


them therein. Their corrupt hearts are 


under the government of luſt; and the 
world being their idol, the devil may 
thereby gild over any pill, and employ 
them in moſt undertakings. The God of 
this world wants not means to hire, af- 
fright, or allure them by; and theſe ſel- 
dom are unſucceſsful, unleſs when God 
over- acts their inclinations, or in his pro- 
vidence prevents the gainful offer; or when 
he chaineth ſome loſs, ſhame, or ſuch ſen- 
fible evils, with their ſerving ſatan's turn at 
preſent. 

Bur with moſt ſinners, in moſt of his 


concerns, the devil gains concurrence, and 


that by means grateful to the fleſh. Ec- 
cleſiaſtical grandeur ſupporteth uninſtitu- 
ted officers in the church ; vaſt incomes, 
and exorbitant power, tempt to idolatry, 
to an univerſal headſhip, and a world of 
vile appendants. Ignorance mult be coun- 
tenanced, leſt theſe emoluments be ex 

ſed to hazard, Superſtition will be con- 
tended for, as its pomp is pleaſing to a 
vain mind; dead forms are abetted, as lul- 
ling conſcience aſleep ; which is needful to 


the quiet of an unregenerate heart, where 
the goſpel-light is by Chriſt forced on 
-them 


Mahometiſm and Pagan idolatry were 


introduced by methods adapted to mens 


luſts, 
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luſts, and are maintained by reaſons from SRRRM. 
worldly intereſts. II, 
Tus way uſually fatan attains his ends ww 
by miſerable men ; but ſometimes he doth 
by ſtrong deluſions hurry them without 
apparent motives ; yea, by his ſervice, ex- 
poſe them to hardſhips ungrateful to na- 
ture, tho' vicious. A ſtrange impetus recon- 2 Theſſ. ii. 
cileth them to torments, yea, and death, in? 
the devil's work ; God permitting him to 
impreſs their imaginations, and act their 
ſouls in an amazing manner. Thus many 

errors are ſuggeſted and propagated. 

ONE way or another, all ungodly men 
willingly ſerve the devil's intereſt. 

How are moſt of mankind employed 
in this ſlavery by fatan? Yea, their luſts 
often carry them to intemperance, impi- 
ety, violence, &c. when unſollicited. Oh 
dreadful aſpect of an apoſtate world! 

Prop. 3. M N are naturally diſpoſed 

to 724/? the intereſts of the Lord Jeſus, 
eſpecially as far as they are oppoſite to their 
own carnal inclinations, or intereſts. 

_ CarisT is ſure of an enemy, where a 
carnal mind prevaileth ; and no endow- 
ment ſhort of grace, prevents the oppoſi- 
tion, The wile reſiſt his doctrine as fool- 
rſhneſs. Its a ftumbling-block to the Jewiſh 1 Cor. i. 
church, tho' entruſted with divine oracles ; ? 
and a long-expected Meſſias is rejected b 
them, — he appears void — 1 
and to purpoſes more ſpiritual than a e 

min 
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SERM. mind could reliſh, The beſt natures be- 
II. come cruel from a blind zeal, and the very 


| devout turn perſecutors of religion, as abo- 
Adds iii. 5 an | 


O 


LL 


Amos vi 


10. 


Phil. iii. 
3. 


Ads xxiv. paints the ſervants of Chriſt as factious, 


i. gour in their extirpation. 
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minable to their unrenewed minds. Satan 


turbulent, and dangerous, and ſo engageth 
the powers of the earth to the higheſt vi- 
The rules of his 
houſe are oft oppoſed as inconſiſtent with 
ſome maxims of policy. Ignorance and 
ftrong deluſions cauſe many to ſacrifice the 
real intereſts of Chriſt, even from ſeemin 
regards to him, where providence hath 
forced ſome reverence to his name, tho' 
enmity againſt his laws and nature do {till 
abide. | 

ITs true, that ungodly men may bear 
with the external profeſſion of religion, 
when. education hath familiarized it, and 
they find it can conſiſt with the dominion 
of a carnal heart; nay, they greatly like a 
dead form of chriſtianity, becauſe it ſuits 
all men to be of ſome religion; and no 
other can quiet their conſcience in its 
awakened foreſight of eternity, when en- 
lightned at all by the goſpel ; but till their 
enmity vents its diſlike againſt the inwards, 
and power, of religion ; though the form 
thereof is become thus neceſſary. 

TE x deſpiſe worſhipping God in the 
ſpirit, as unintelligible, becauſe unfelt. A 
lively miniſtry is hated, as diſquieting their 
ſcared conſciences: They loath the ſtrictly 


pious, 
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pious, as a reproach to themſelves. A SRM. 


rogreſs in reformation in the church, is 


obſtructed from inward antipathy to any 


further advance to Chriſt, and hazard to 
ſecular intereſts thereby; or it looks too 
trivial to be contended for by- them, to 
whom all religion is indifferent, further 
than as rivited by long cuſtom. Vea, they 
oppoſe it from a proud conceit that it 
would reproach their former uſage as er- 

roneous and imperfect, | 
InDEED ſometimes the profane grow 
zealous tor ſome cauſe of Chriſt, but ne- 
ver for the ſake of Chriſt : Applauſe, ſecu- 
rity to their own intereſt, or long cuſtom, 
awaken their concern. God, by his pro- 
vidence, ſupports his own cauſe by evil 
men; their eſtates, honour, emulation, 
quarrels, and the like, influence their en- 
deavours in that which proves a ſervice to 
the truth. They are often zealous for a 
lower degree of reformation, in oppoſition 
to a greater; not ſeeing that that leſſer de- 
gree ceaſeth to be the intereſt of Chriſt, 
when it becomes an impediment to, or 
rival with, reformation in greater inſtances. 
BuT however the ungodly may be thus 
over-ruled to comply with any thing which 
belongs to Chriſt, their prevailing inclina- 
tion is to betray all of Chriſt which they 
proteſs, when damage to their fleſhly in- 
tereſts attends it: Yea, in a quiet ſeaſon 
their religion dwindles into an empty _ 
8 
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SE RM. the truths of the goſpel are ſapplanted by 
II. encroaching errors, and chriſtianity fo 
&YV clogg'd and eclipſed in evil mens manage- 


ment, that it hardly retains what deſerves 
that name. To this oppoſition in the na- 
ture of man to the intereſts of Chriſt, muſt 
be aſctibed the wonderful degeneracy of 
chriſtian churches. And as far as the re- 
mains of corruption influence the beſt men, 

Chriſt ſhall ſuffer by them in his concern- 
ments; his name ſhall endure reproach, 
and his miniſters damage ; his church is 
divided, love deſtroyed, the converſion of 
finners hindred, advances in godlineſs ob- 
ſtructed; and many ſuch ways our finful 
natures diſſerve, yea oppoſe the intereſts of 
our bleſſed Lord. This ſhould make the 
pious watchful, as nof ignorant they have 
luſts which the devil may improve to the 
damage of Chriſt, And it ſhould make 
the ungodly ſuſpicious, when they contend 
with many good men, that it is not the 
intereſt of Chriſt they are engaged for, 
which they are ſo far likelier to miſtake 
and oppoſe, than thoſe more holy perſons 
are. 
Prop. 4. OBL1GATIONsS, and a call 
to ſervice, reſult from, and are meaſured 
by, mens drfferent places and capacities 
tor the advancements of Chriſt's intereſts. 

ALL ſhould be devoted to it, but all 
are not equally capable of it, nor called to 
expreſs it in the ſame inſtances, None 
1 ſhould 
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| ſhould uſurp another's ſtation, under pre- Sx RM. 


tence of ſervice; yet all muſt be diligent II. 
to the utmoſt of their own talents. God www 
hath wiſely ordained variety of callings, 

with a tendency in their nature to his uſe ; 
providence diſpoſeth and fitteth men to 

theſe ſeveral offices: the faithfulneſs of the 

meaneſt is regarded; /ervants do ferve the Col. ii. 


Lord Chrift, when their meaner employs * 2, 244 


are cloathed with an obediential reſpect to 

him. Two mites from the poor's ſtock, is Luke xxi. 
a commended offering; and a book of l. fl 
remembrance treaſureth the concerned 16. 
thoughts, and edifying diſcourſes, of them 

that fear the Lord, when diſabled from 
performing more. 

Bur Chriſt will not accept a faint en- 
deavour from a man of ftrength, nor a Sm. ii. 
bare advice againſt fin, when we are in- 
veſted with authority to reſtrain it; as you 
ſee in Eli's caſe. A few pence are not fit 
layings-out to a good uſe, for him who 
hath a great eſtate. Woe be to him that, 
in any reſpect, hath a male in his flock, and Mal. i. 8. 
gives to God the blind and lame. Not diſ- 
cerning this, keeps ſo many uſeleſs and ill- 
employed. All may be ufeful to Chriſt in 
their own place, by doing or ſuffering ; 
none may neglect the greateſt ſervice which 
their callings and gifts give opportunity for. 
Magiftrates, miniſters, parents, are, by their 
place, ſervants to the Lord Jeſus, and for 
him ſhould they be employed, 

| | þ N 0 
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SERM. No ſtation is ſo high, as to plead ex- 

II. emption by its dignity ; not any gifts ſo 

eminent, as to allow remiſineſs. To for- 

bear the utmoſt ſervice of Chriſt in the 

miniſtry, when dedicated to him in that 

office, is ſacrilegious; yea, a degree there- 

of is chargeable on men in any other office 
wherein God hath placed them. 

No man may refuſe any office or work, 
to which Chriſt manifeſtly calleth him; a 
call to ſervice, or ſuffering, enſureth ſuffi- 
cient aids; and we know not what we can 
do, or ſuffer, till our work or trial diſco- 
ver what ſupplies Chriſt will afford. Ze- 
rubbabel is called to build the temple, when 
viſible abilities render'd the ſucceſs impro- 
bable; but he attempteth it, and ſucceed- 

Hag. ii. 4. eth under the influence of that : Be ſtrong, 
for T am with you. We mult attempt what 
Chriſt makes our duty, and he will take 
care his intereſt ſhall not ſuffer by our 
weakneſs. 

Prop. 5. Tae ſucceſs of all faithful 
endeavours to advance the intereſt of Chriſt, 
depends on the influence and bleſſing of 
God thereon. 

Zech. vii, He buildeth the temple, and muſt bear the 
13. glory, whoever be the inſtruments. He 
1 Cor, iii. that plantetb, tho it be a Paul; and he 
7. that watereth, tho it be an Apoll, are no- 
thing; but God that grveth the increaſe. 
There is an hidden energy and diſpoſition 

of circumſtances which do effect what we 
otherwiſe 
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otherwiſe vainly attempt. No coneern- Sz RR. 


ment of Chriſt would proſper in the world, 


if left to the ſole management of them. 


who are moſt fitted or devoted to it ; their 
power being ſo incompetent to the oppo- 
ſition which every deſign of Chriſt meets 
with. - The intereſt which a ſubtil and 
mighty devil hath in men, the abject ſtate 
and vile inclinations of mankind, the ſui- 
tableneſs and power of ſenſitive things, 
the enmity of the heart againſt Chriſt, the 
incapacity.of a dead blind world to reliſh, 
and perceive the nature, glory, and advan- 
tage of all the deſigns of Chriſt, are all ſuch 
obſtacles as might cauſe us to deſpair, if a 
divine power were not at hand to execute 
this pur poſe, | | 413 
To ſet up God's throne, caſt down ſa- 
tan's kingdom, and convert ſinners, was an 
enterprize becoming only an almighty Sa- 
viour to undertake, and poſſible only for 
him to effect: Therefore we ſhould, in all 
our endeayours, rely on his help, and in 
eyery ſucceſs humbly acknowledge him. 
He is pleaſed to ſecure this honour to him- 
ſelf, by blaſting often the moſt probable 
means, and giving the greateſt lifts to his 
intereſt, by inſtruments too contemptible 
to conceal his arm. 


Irs enough for us, that our work is If. Al. 4 


with the Lord for reward, when our up- 
right labours are in vain as to the event. 
Yea, he may hereafter proſper our attempts 

F beyond 


; 
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SERM. beyond what their preſent influence can 

II. promiſe. 

NAY” Prob. 6. I noe I need not add, that 
the doctrine of merits receiveth no ſupport 
from our greateſt ſervices. 

OuR forfeitures are too many, our per- 
formances too imperfect, our engagements 
too ſtrong, divine aids too arbitrary, and 
the rule of righteouſneſs too ſtrict, to al- 
low us to plead our ſervice in bar to eter- 

Rom. vi. nl life as à gift; or to the atonement of 

23. Chriſt, as the only meritorious cauſe of all 
the good we hope for. Whatever evidence 
our faithfulneſs gives to the ſincerity of that 
faith, whereby Chriſt is made ours; what- 
ever encouragement the promiſes may yield 
to the diligent ſoul, no upright heart can 
be puffed above ſubſcribing his hearty amen 

Luke xvii. to that caution of our Lord's, hen ye have 

on done all, jay, we are unprofitable ſervants; 
208 have done that which was our duty to do: 
No, not that, Lord, ſo as not to need for- 
giveneſs for many faults cleaving thereto. 

I SHALL now proceed to explain the 
nature of this duty of dedicating our lives 
to the intereſts of Chriſt, This will be 
done under theſe two enquiries. 1, What 
are the intereſts of Chriſt ? 2. What is it to 
dedicate our lives to the ſerving theſe in- 
tereſts? 

Queſt. 1. Wu Ar are the intereſts of 
Chriſt, to ſerve which our lives ſhould be 
dedicated? "tf | 
rn | Anfic. 
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Anſib. ALL the declared deſigns of SER · 


Chriſt in his mediatorial office, in oppo- 


fition to the devil, the world, and the —— 


fleſh. 

To this muſt be refetred all the ends 
which he purſueth; and to effect which, 
his heart is intent on, and enjoineth our con- 
currence in. They may well be called his 
intereſts, conſidering they are things under- 
taken by him; all his inſtitutions, laws, 
and providences, refer to them; he died, 
ſent? his Spirit, and ſtill intercedeth, as 
means of their accompliſhment. His glory | 
and truth, as Mediator, is concerned in 
them. Theſe things may be referred to 
theſe three heads. 

1. Tux reſtauration of God's en 
dominion and image among men, againſt 
the uſurpations and defilements of ſatan, 
and vile apoſtaſy and rebellion of ſinners. 


His deſign is to deſtroy the works of the 1 John iii. 


devil, and advance that purity and order; © 
which the entrance of fin expelled. His 
intereſts under this head conſiſts in the 
converſion of ſinners, obedience of men 
to all the laws of God; their reſemblance 
of his imitable perfeckions and utter re- 
nouncing of all that is deviliſh or brutiſh! 
His concern is to enlighten the ignorant 
mind, ſubdue diſorderly appetites to the 
dominion of grace and reaſon, Sound 

| knowledge, fear of God, love to God and 
one another, juſtice, temperance, chaſtity; 
F2 - diſcharge 
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SERM. diſcharge of relative duties, divine worſhip 
II. in oppoſition to jdolatry, and all godlineſs, 
WY truth, and goodneſs, are parts of his inte- 
reſt, which men ſhould ſtudiouſly pro- 
mote, that God may be the portion and 
ſupreme end of men. 

2. SUCH things wherein the peculiar 
glory and influence of Chriſt, as Mediator, 
conſiſts. 

UNDER this are included every doctrine, 
inſtitution, and matter, which relate to 
Chriſt, and are ſuperadded to what con- 
cerned mankind before the fall. 


| Rom. xiv. 77, died to be Lord both of dead and 


* x. living. And his intereſt, which we muſt 
15. ſerve, is in theſe things; gathering to him- 
felf a body of all that belong to the elec- 
tion of grace; the improvement of every 
Eph. iv. believer to the meaſure of the flature of the 
3 fulneſs of Chrift; that he prevail, and be 
| acknowledged as Prophet, Prieſt and King; 
all pardon and favour with God aſcribed to 
his mezits, all grace derived from his ful- 

neſs, and all duty performed in his name, 
That his people, = are his members and 
heritage, be ſuccoured, his 22 have 
their due privileges, all worſh ip managed 
by goſpel-rule, a goſpel-miniſtry encou- 
raged ; no officers impoſed, but whom he 
hath appointed in his houſe ; and none of 
them neglected: Love and peace main- 
tained among his followers, and they ad- 
mitted to the privileges of his ſanctuary, 

on his terms. I 
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Ir belongs to him that there be a godly- SERM. 


magiſtracy, a goſpel diſcipline, and what- 
ever elſe he hath either appointed as means, 
or declared as inſtances of his triumphs as 
mediator ; and alſo that the goſpel terms of 
life be truly ſtated, and complied with. 

3. T E intereſts of Chriſt may be con- 
ſidered as they ſtand in an oppoſition to 
ſuch errors, parties, and practices, wherein 
the attempts of ſatan againſt the glory and 
influence of the mediator conſiſt. 

Tu E devil ſets up his ſtandard at every 
point which Chriſt gaineth; no truth eſ- 
capeth his affault ; and he never wants men 
of wit and power to abet his oppoſition 
yea, generally the croud have been of his 


fide, when the witneſſes of Jeſus have been 


few and contemptible. Satan hath his 
ſtated ſets and parties; and though many 
truths of Chrift be owned by fome ſects, 
yet in whatever reſpe& they are denomi- 
nated from their conteſts againſt Chriſt, 
the intereſt of Jeſus lieth in oppoſition to 
them. Under this head I ſhall be ſparing, 
becauſe I fear no party hath all the intere 

of Chriſt, and nothing elſe. And I hope 
God is about ſome great things, which wall 
be attended with ſuch a light and ſpirit, as 
may end in a name comprehenfive of all 
that is Chriſt's, and excluſive of all elſe. 


Il. 


He hath promiſed his church, Dou ſhalt Il. lxii. 


be called by a new name, which the mouth 
of the Lord ſhall name. Chtiſtian is the 
| | 3 beſt 
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SERM. beſt we yet know; but how much oppo- 
II. fite to Jeſus is pretended to under that 
name? However, I muſt not fear to ſay, 
the intereſts of Chriſt conſiſt in Proteſtan- 

iim, in oppoſition to Popery in all things 
wherein it is antichriſtian, (which are too 
many.) The intereſt of Chriſt is in non- 
conformity, in oppoſition to the impoſing, 

ſinful, and doubttul terms of communion 
of ſaints, or exerciſe of the miniſtry ; and 
ſacrificing the great things of God to a con- 
ſtitution uninſtituted by Chriſt, and inca- 

pable of promoting real religion to that de- 

gree, as I ** many of its abettors deſire. 

Queſt. 2. WHAT 1s it to dedicate our 
lives to the ſervice of the intereſts of Chriſt ? 

I MusT ſuggeſt to you, that under the 
word life (by a ſynechdoche and metony- 
my) are included our time, talents, oppor- 
tunities, all enjoyments, yea, life itleſt, as 
an offering, whenever the ſeryice, or teſti- 
mony, of Chriſt require it, Having pre- 
miſed this, I anſwer, _, 

Anſw. 1. IT implieth a ſolemn offering 
of ourſelves, and all in our power, to 
Chriſt. 

ii, THis is enjoined; Preſent your Bodies a 
living fecrifice, &c. This ought to be ex- 
preſſly done in our firſt converſion, and 
oft repeated, eſpecially at the Lord' 5-table. 
Engrave the ſtamp of Chriſt on all you 
poſſeſs, and acknowledge his propriety. 
Lord, myſelf, and all that is mine, I offer 
N to 
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to thee, and will ſerve thee with. This SERM. 
vow, in thy conſtant obſervation, will keep II. 
thee from a ſupine neglect, when oppor- —Y'V 
tunity of ſervice is given; and filence all 
repinings, when his ſervice is hard or ex- 
penſive. He that neglects this, will ſoon 
find matter of excuſe in his holy profeſſion. 

Anſw. 2. TE ſervice of Chriſt and his 
intereſts, muſt be the governing end in all 
deliberate acts and contrivances. 

Men are devoted to what they chiefly 
intend. Paul expreſſeth that his life was 
indeed dedicated thus, when, amidſt all 
diſſwaſives from a dangerous duty, he af- 
ſerts, I count not my life dear, fo 1 may fi- A®s xx. 
niſh my courſe, and the miniſtry which * 
have received. Woe to them whoſe con- 
ſalts ſtill terminate in ſome ſelfiſh matter, 
and are concerned for Chriſt only by the 
by. Providence may ſerve itſelf by their 
fins, as well as by their chance ſervices, 
which they hardly intend. Chriſt accounts. 
none faithful to his concerns, who provide 
for them laſt, but chiefly contrive for things 
that are none of his. Which prevail when 
in competition? for what are we moſt in- 
duſtrious? about what are we moſt ſollici- 
tous? that our lives are dedicated to, whe- 
ther they be the intereſt of Chriſt, or other. 
things. Eon , 

3. THERE is an actual * ſtated em- 
ploying our lives and- 8 our abilities for, 
g 1 bonne o 20 3 
F wt _— 
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Rom. xii. 
11. 


Phil. i. 27. 


Heb. xi. 
25, 26. 
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Tx 1s dedication confiſts not in faint 
acts of the mind, but extends to, and ex- 
preſſeth itſelf in the doing all we can to 
promote Chriſt's intereſts. 
Tux heart cannot concur in this dedi- 
cation, when thy performances do not con= 
duce to exalt him. You muſt be fervent 
in ſpirit, ſerving the Lord. To live is 
Chriſt; when our parts are engaged to 
plead for truth, our power ſubſerveth his 
claims, our time and eſtates are employed 
to uphold his goſpel, advance piety, and 
abet the teſtimony of Jeſus ; ſtriuing toge- 
ther for the faith of the goſpel. He dedi- 
cates his life and talents to Chrift, who 
uſeth them for Chriſt in all opportunities 
of doing, and willingly parts with them, 
rather than renounce his intereſts, Moſes 
yields an inſtance, when he efteemed the 
reproach of Chriſt greater riches than the 
treaſures of Egypt, renouncing all tempo- 
ral hopes, to give a ſpecimen of future 
ſervice. | 
Tr 1s living to Chriſt imports alſo a 


flated courſe of life. Its not enough to 
| ferve Chriſt by ſtarts, or occaſional acts. 


It muſt be our ordinary employ, and the 
Nope of our lives. Our abilities muſt be 
ſtill on the altar, and our ears ever open to 
the voice of God on all occaſions, however 
frequently they return. Happy they, who 
early engage in this; and the longeſt life 
gives no period to it. Vea, all we do, and 

ack INN every 
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every moment we ſpend, ſhould mediately 
or immediately ſerve the intereſt of Chriſt. 
4. Wx live for Chriſt, when we value 
our lives and talents, as they be ſerviceable 
to the intereſts of the Lord Jeſus. Men 
live to themſelves, and their time is dedi- 
cated to their lufts, when they eſteem their 
eſtates, as they afford fuel to carnal incli- 
nations; and are fond of long lite, as an 
opportunity of pleaſing their ſenſes and ap- 
petites. To ſuch all is deſpicable and un- 
_ eaſy, which yield not fleſh-pleaſing con- 
tentments. Thus, brutiſnly, they expreſs 
their ſentiments, Let us eat and drink, for 
to-morrow we ſhall die. f | 
Bur he that dedicates his life to Chriſt, 


Sk RM. 
II. 


r Cor. xx. 


32. 


is glad of an eſtate, that he may be uſeful 


by charity in employing it; and expreſs 
lively hopes of heaven, when called for 
Ehriſt's fake to relinquiſh it. What is 
eſteem with men farther than as it may 
add to his influence? or parts, or power, 
than as they qualify him for greater ſer- 
vices? A good ſoul (aſſured of heaven) 
would gladly refign his ſpirit, when he 
ceaſeth to be uſeful, 

WHAT is more awful to fach a man, 


than to be caſt by @s an uſeleſs veſſel, whom Jer. r. 
God diſdaineth to employ ? And nothing **: 


yields them greater delight, than capacity 
for the ſervice of Chriſt, and ſucceſs therein. 
Every convert by their miniſtry, is their 
19, and their crown, How 9 do 

| Ley 


1 Theſſ. it, 
19. 
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SERM. they own divine goodneſs, when their 
II. hearts are enlarged to any uſeful act, and 
they enabled for it? Who am 1, and what is 
xxix. 14. Ny people, that wwe ſhould be able to offer (9. 
willingly after this ſort? are the words of 
David, when his people had joined with 
him in fo liberal an offering for temple- 

work, 

ITs a curſe, in a holy man's thoughts, 
to have talents without a heart to uſe them 
for God; and much more to be abuſed in 
{pending them on his luſts. How con- 
temptible in their eyes are the Nimrods of 

a the earth, whoſe greatneſs is merely for 
oppreſſion, fooliſh grandeur, and the de- 
vil's ſervice? They would prefer the con- 
dition of a beaſt, to the greateſt monarch's 
thus brutiſhly ſatisfied and employed. The 
ſaints, would not change their perſecuted 
ſtate, for that of the greateſt prince's, un- 
Rev, xxi. leſs they bring the honour and glory of their 
26. nations to the new Feruſalem; that is, to 
the church of Chriſt 25 reformed and 
enlarged. 
HEREIN you have an account of the 
dedication of our lives to Chriſt ; tins do 
all they to whom to. live is Chriſt. 
PERHAPS you may ſay, theſe are mere 
contemplations ; but to do thus is not the 
duty of all, nor the attainment a any, 
whatever they pretend. 
I SHALL therefore ondertoke next to 
is yu that it is the duty of all of you thus 


to 
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to o dedicate your lives to the ſervice of the 8E RM. 
Lord Jeſus, and his intereſts. I ſhall offer II. 
reaſons to convince you, which refer to us 
as men and chriſtians. | 
THAT ſupreme love and regard to God, Reaſon 1. 
which is the duty of all men, muſt diſpoſe 
them to this dedication. 
CAN you doubt, whether you ought 70 Mat. xxiii, 
Irve the Lord your God with all your heart, 37. 
and with all your foul, and with all your. 
mind? Muſt not God be loved above ſelf, 
by every rational creature? Is it not the ap- 
ointment of God to every man, Thou Deut. x. 
ſhalt fear the Lord thy God, him Halt thou 20. 
ſerve, and to him ſhalt thou cleave? Theſe 
are duties reſulting from our relation to 
God as our maker, and due to him on the 
account of the tranſcendant excellency of 
his being ; yea, the very order of the uni- 
verſe directs to it; the firſt cauſe of all 
ſhould have the ſupreme regard and inte- 
reſt among all beings. 
Now know that it is impoſſible. to love 
and regard God in this ſupreme manner, 
if you dedicate not all to his intereſt. Can 
any man regard God above himſelf, and 
yet ſerve himſelf above God ? Or can any 
man ſerve God above all, and neglect the 
intereſts of God? Theſe are the occaſions 
pe 5 * men to expreſs their regard to 
His eſſence is above what our Pal. xvi. 
- RW be extended to; but his ſaints, *: 
en, his truth, his image, and cauſe, 
are 
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Sx RM. are his concerns on earth; and as theſe are 


II. 


regarded or neglected, he eſteems himſelf 


V ̊ yalucd or deſpiſed by us. To each of theſe 
Matt. xxv. the ſaying of Chriſt is applicable, Yerzly, I 
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fay unto you, inaſmuch as ye did it not to 


one of the leaſt of theſe, ye did it not to me; 
and inaſmuch as ye did it to one of the leaſt 
of theſe, ye did it unto me. 

Tux relation God hath to, and con- 
cern he hath in, theſe intereſts, transfer 


the reſpect of all to himſelf. 


So that it is a duty to dedicate all to 
his ſervice, and, as far as he calls us to it, 
to employ all to that end; or it is no duty 
to love and regard God above all : yea, it 
muſt then be a duty to deſpiſe God, and 
prefer felf, fatan, and other rivals, to tho 
infinitely bleſſed God ; which a reaſonable 
foul muſt tremble at. 

Gop's abſolute propriety in men, and 
in all which they poſſeſs, makes the ſa- 
crifice of all to his intereſts a duty, by 
all the rules of juſtice. Notions of 7#/# 
and anfuſt are preſerved by God in the con- 
ſcience; aboye moſt others. Principles of 
uſtice are the ſtrongeſt in that natural 

bit, which we call ewripmr;; and theſe 
require that every one receive his own. 
Now what hath any man, which he hath 
not received at the hands of God? Is it 
not he that made us by his power, en- 


dued us with gifts intellectual? Hath any 


Eccl. vi. z. man an eſtate or honour, but he to whom 


God 
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God hath given them ? And i is not all at SERNM. 
his diſpoſal ? Gs 
Gop did not releaſe his own | right, > 
when he entruſted us with the uſe of any 
talents; and as to him we are ſewards, Luke xvi, 
not proprietors, and therefore accountable ©: 
for all. 
Gop had a reſpect to his own glory 
and ſervice, in his creating of all things; 
he made all things for himſelf, Yea, he Prov-xvi- 
bath diſpenſed all under this rule, that 
they be employed for him. This law every 
brute creature, and inanimate being, ob- 
ſerve; yea, the glorious angels do not deny, 
or diidain, this homage: They are mini- Heb. i. 14. 
ſtring ſpirits, whoſe utmoſt abilities are 
conſecrated to the execution of God's will, 
tho it be often us poor ſinners in whoſe 
behalf they ſerve. 
AND muſt not the ſame juſtice be ob- 
ſerved by men? Can any thing be denied 
God equally, when all is his, and he aſk- 
eth ſervice by nothing but what's his own? 
Paul is but righteous, when his labours 
and ſufferings for Chriſt were moſt abun- 
dant: this he ſuggeſts, as well as his privi- 
lege by it, when he faith, The angel of God, Ack xxvii: 
whoſe I am, and whom I ſerve, flood by me. * 
David, in his large offerings, acquits God 
from being a debtor, and himſelf of being 
more than juſt; All things come from thee, ' Chron, . 
and of thine own we have given thee. God * 1 
chargeth the man who improved not the 
One 
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SE RM. one talent, not with unkindneſs, but un- 


II. 


juſtice; and ſo will he reprove all that 


Cor deny him any thing which his intereſt re- 


27. 


Matt. xv. quires: Thou oughteſt therefore to have put 


my money to the exchanger, and then I ſhould 
bave received my own with uſury. 

You may as well accuſe God of injury, 
when, by his providence, he brings you to 
death, poverty, or decay of parts, as deny 
him the utmoſt ſervice in his concerns. In 


the former, he aſſerts his own right with- 


out your leave; in the other, he yields you 
opportunity for conſent, to. your own be- 
nefit. He offers you an occaſion to trade 
for yourſelves with his ſtock. If the teſti- 
mony of God requires any thing to be laid 
out for it, which is not his, you have 
ſome pretence to plead ; but that can ne- 


Job xiii. 7. ver be, unleſs when men do wickedly for 


Reaſon 3. 


1 Cor. vi. 
20. 


God, which he abhors. 


3. Tur Lord Jeſus hath an additional 
right to all of us, and our utmoſt ſervices 
by purchaſe. 

Tu E intereſts of God and his claim, as 
creator, are in the hands of Chriſt : But, 
as redeemer, his title is added too, and 
our ſervice more ſtrongly demanded : For 
ye are bought with a price; therefore glorify 
God in your body, and in your ſpirit, which 
are bis. He may juſtly ſerve himſelf of us, 
and by us, as his redeemed captives. We 


coſt him dearer than our utmoſt ſervice 


can amount to. All our graces and gifts 
are 
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are from him by a new diſpenſation, and SeRxM. 
held by a new tenure, You have an em- II. 
blem of it in the redemption of the firſt- ov 
born, and in the ranſom of all ſouls. _ . 

How much more may Chriſt uſe the 
words to Philemon, which Paul uttered 
only as an inſtrument of his converſion? 
Albeit, J do not ſay to thee, how thou oweſt ver. 19; 
me even thine own ſelf beſi des. 

Dorn he wrong us, if he calls for our 
gifts, our eſtates, yea, our lives, when he 
continues them to us after our manifeſt 
forfeitures; and gave them to us, if belie- 
vers, as he is head over all things to the 
church ? 

-. So that if it be a 4e 0 juſt to God 

as creator, or juſt to Chriſt as redeemer, 

all our lives and abilities muſt be devoted = 
to his intereſts. 

4. No man is a chriſtian indeed, that Rea/er 4. 
dedicateth not himſelf, life, and all, to 
Chriſt, And ſo if it be a duty to be a 
chriſtian, this devotedneſs is a duty, as it 
is eſſential to our chriſtian ſtate. 

Is true, you may bear the name, but you 
cannot be the thing deſigned by that name, 
if you devote not all to the honour-of the 
Lord Jeſus, and defign it as the chiefeſt 
purpoſe of your life, to propagate his in- 
tereſts, Can any man be his ſubject, who 
contributes not to his affairs what in him 
lieth? Conſent to be his, is the greateſt 
fundamental of religion ; and this includes 

a ſolemn 
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SEBRM. a ſolemn ſurrender of all to him. Union 
II. betwixt Chriſt and his members, makes 


AV their intereſts common; his intereſt is their 


intereſt ; and they are to ſubmit to his con- 
duct as their head, in what their uſefulneſs 
Rev. xiv, muſt conſiſt. Their character is, They follow 
4 _ the Lamb whereſcever he goeth; their motto 
Jon n bs, J ſerve the Lord Feſus. 
Col. iv. RELIGION is not a ſtate of freedom, to 
25- ue to qurſelyes under the covert of goſpel- 
pardon, but an obligation and inclination 
x Cor. ix. to live to our bleſſed Lord; being not with- 
21 out law to God, but under the law to Chriſt, 
Therefore you muſt account chriſtianity 
a crime, or you muſt profeſs the true 
_ and plead Chriſt's cauſe to the ut- 
malt. | = >, | 
Reaſm 5. F. Ir is a8 much mens duties that profeſs 
to be chriſtians, to dedicate their lives and 
all to the intereſt of Chriſt, as it is to avoid 
perjury, ſacrilgge, and bypoertyy. 
Tus crimes are too horrid to neceſ- 
fitate arguments to prove that forbearance 
of them is a duty. Your conviction, that 
to negle& this dedication is thus criminal, I 
hope will ſuffice. To this end let me reaſon 
with yqu. Is it not perjury to violate your 
baptiſmal vow? Yea, ſure the greateſt, 
And did not you then vow to fight under 
Chriſt's banner, renounce the world, the 
Meth, and the devil; and that you would 
never be athamed of Chriſt's croſs? Is nat 
Four neglect of dedication of all to Chriſt, 


al 
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an expreſs violation of this vow? When 8g RN 
you fear; or grudge, performing a chriſ- II. 
tian's work, dare not profeſs the true faith ZW 
and worſhip of Chriſt, nor engage in the 
ſupports of his goſpel and trutlis, are not 
your eſtates and abilities dedicated to the 
devil, and your luſts? Is not Chriſt de- 
ſerted, is not his croſs refuſed, when you 
proſtitute the concernments of your Savi- 
our? None can do more for Chriſt, than 
the baptiſmal vow includes. What per- 
jury then lies at your doors, who are no 
way concerned for him? Is it no ſacrilege 
to alienate duly- dedicated things to eommon 
uſe, without divine allowance? Were not 
your ſouls, bodies, gifts, and all you have, 
dedicated to the Lord jeſus, when you 
were baptized in, or into, the name of the 
Father, Son, and Spirit? This ſurrender Mat. xxviii 
was profeſſed, and God's propriety and diſ- “. 
poſal acknowledged: All paſt under the Ez. xx. 
rod; and God's name was enſtamped on 37. 

all thus devoted to his uſe. '3 
Now when you negle&t to honour 
Chriſt, and ſerve his intereſt with you 
ſubſtance, time, and gifts, do not you with4 

hold what was conſecrated,” and apply it 

to your own carnal ends and uſe? Every 

idle cowardly chriſtian, keeps back what is 

God's, and not his own. Every apofſtats 

doth the ſame more groſly; every enemy 

to any concern of Chriſt, employs the con- 

ſecrated things of Chriſt againſt him. | 
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SERM. So that here is ſacrilege at your door, if 
II. you improve not all for Chriſt's intereſt j in 
your places: And this perjury and facrilege 
is double in any miniſters or magiſtrates, 
who are under yows and dedications, ad- 
ditional to what is common to all chriſtians. 
Is it not hypocriſy wes. to profeſs to in- 
tend, do, and be, what we neither do, nor 
are? Now can you deny that you profeſs 
to intend Chriſt's ſervice, to advance his 

name and intereſts, and be for his praiſe, 

as witneſſes to him in the world? You a 
„ and would be thought ſuch, in pro- 
telling to be his followers; for on theſe 
terms he admits men to wear his name; 
* ix. Ae any man will come after me, let him deny 
mſelf, and take up his croſs daily, and 
follow me. There he enjoins, that ſelf have 
| = the diſpoſal of us, or ours; that we 
follow him in his teſtimony and deſigns 
which he is carrying on in the world, and 
abet theſe Kill, tho! the croſs be our daily 

aſſociate. All this thou pretendeſt. 

AND now when thou refuſeſt to dedi- 
cate thy life to Chriſt, doſt not thou betray 
Chriſt with a kiſs, affront God, and abuſe 
men hy deluſiye mockery, and weareſt that 
title of hypocrite, which thou brandeſt the 
upright with? Oh! think of this, you wha 
ſpend your time and eſtates as fuel to your 
luſts; not once laying to heart any engage- 
ment on you, to employ. them to highef 


ends, 
6. ALL 
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6. ALL living chriſtians are cho/en ones, SERM.' 
appointed by Chriſt to advance his intereſts II. 


in their day. | Terre 

GREAT are the purpoſes our Lord is 
accompliſhing. And tho' his immediate 
power, or the miniſtry of angels, would 
be effective of them, yet he honours mor- 
tals as inſtruments therein. He overturns 
ſatan „ throne, erects and propagates his 
own kingdom, leads men into truth and 
holineſs, = the miniſtration of men like 
ourſelves; tho' the effective virtue be from 
him, | 
ALL are obliged to concur; but living 
faints are under a more peculiar anointing 
for it, and more eſpecially entruſted with 
it in their reſpective ſtations. He faith of 
every godly magiſtrate, This is the ſon of 
man, whom I have made ſtrong for myſelf. 


2 


Of every holy parent, as of Abrabam, For Gen. ii. 


T know him, that he will command his chil- '* 
dren, and his houſhold after him, and they 
ſhall keep the way of the Lord. Its true of 


every upright miniſter, that be is ſer for Phil. i. 17. 


tbe defence of the goſpel; yea, every private 


chriſtian is among them, who are an Holy 1Pet. ii. 3 


nation, a peculiar people; that they ſhould 
Jhew forth the praiſes of bim, who called 
them into his marvellous light. The weakeſt 
chriſtian hath ſome influence, and is fur- 
Tan ſuitably to what Chriſt intends by 

m, _w_ 


G.2 „ae 


roo Advancement of Chrifi's Intereſir, 

SERM. ,-I'891t not a great duty to diſcharge this 
II. olbrivus truſt, and obſerve. theſe | precepts. 
GY which connote our excellency as well as 
duty? In this reſpect, we are they of 
1a. xlii, whom he ſays, _ are the people T have 
81. formed for myſelf," they ſhall ſhew forth my 
praiſe,” If you are believers, you have a 
greater aptitude to ſerve Chriſt ; and devo- 
tednets to his defigns, is directed to you 

above the reſt of the world. 
Heb. x. © Tisis but keeping up our holy pro- 
$3, 25. nm, which Chriſt is ſo intent on. And 
what engagements had other ſaints to tranſ- 
mit to as Chriſt's truth and worſhip, which 
we are not under to imitate in our day, for 

the good of following ages? 
1> WHAT good do we enjoy? What ad- 
vantage doth the cauſe of Chriſt now reap 
by the expence and labours of chriſtians 
in former days; yea, by the blood of many 

faithful martyrs? 

SHALL then any thing dear to Chriſt be 
ſo trivial with us, as not to command the 
utmoſt ſervice or ſuffering? We awe Chriſt 
as much as others ever did; we coft him 

as dear; he hath forgiven us as much, if 
not more; we hope to be poſſeſſed of the 
ſame glory; and his intereſts in our day, 
are likely to be attended with more glori- 
ous ſucceſss. 

Ir, your hearts be not obſtinate againſt 
what God enjoineth, you mult engage in 
mis duty, which: is ſo apparent by theſe 


reaſon S, 


Ve End of a Chriftian's T:ifai. 
reaſons, ''to' which many more might be SE RM: 
added. Can you, after all J have 4aid, Jet II. 
any gaſping concern of Chriſt want the 
utmoſt aid, which you are able to afford 
it duly, ' and in your places? Or, dare you 

do any thing fatal to it, whatever be your 
temptations? I am led to the application 

of this truth, which I ſhall' attend undet 

theſe following N 119-7 od delt 


| 
7 er 
8E O r. IL 1. th 


1ſt Exbort. I wot Lp call ſuch of * 
to deep repentance, ho have employed 
your lives and abilities in oppoſing the in- 
tereſts of Chriſt. 

Wu ar I ſhall ſay ander this Head," ig 


not deſigned to upbraid or reproach any 
man; much leſs to hinder peace with, 
and love to the moſt guilty, when you 
become ſenſible of the provocation God 
layeth to your charge: And leaſt of all 
would I be interpreted to impeach the in- 
nocent, to whom the things perpetrated 
by men under any diſtinguiſhing ; charater 
with them, muſt needs be afflictive. 

Mx aim is only to bring you to pen 
tance, if ſo be your hearts are not ſo de- 
ſperately hardned, as to bind on yourſelves 

thoſe woes, which ſo unchriſtian a beha- 
viour hath expoſed you to. ] am induced 
to nm unpleaſing —_— by the opportu- 
G 2 y Ws! nity 
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II. 


Advancement of Chriſt's Intereſts, 
nity which this mixed congregation affords 
me of ſpeaking to ſuch, whom I expect 


WV not to meet elſewhere; and I fear, this 


John xvi. 
2. 


1 Cor. ii. 
>, 8. 


bers, as if they laid violent hands on his 


admonition to you, is too much neglected 
by ſuch, from whom it might be better 
reſented. | 

REPENTANCE is the great deſign of 
the preſent providences we are under, and 
the beſt expedient to prevent the evils we 
are threatned with, God will embitter 
that profane and perſecuting ſpirit which 
hath raged in the church of England; and 
tho' forgiveneſs be our duty, yet provi- 
dence levels its arrows againſt the guilty, 
in a manner too extraordinary to be diſre- 
garded ; but how few conſider the deal- 
ings of God, even when clothed with the 


greateſt light and wonder ? 


I xxow the guilty have ignorance 
enough to impute to their zeal for truth, 
what they have done from their innate 
enmity to Chriſt; but miſtakes do not 
acquit in a matter ſo important; and per- 
ſecutors never ruin the godly under a good 
character, but think they do God good ſer- 
vibe, in deſtroying whomever they can 


call factious, or ſchiſmatical. The concern 


of Chriſt is too hid, not to be oft miſtaken 
by finners; For bad they known it, they 
woteld not have crucified the Lord of glory. 
And profane perſecutors do as truly wound 
Chriſtin his doctrines, worſhip, and mem- 


very perſon, On 
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On profane ones! who elſe could it be SE RN. 
but Chriſt, whom you oppoſed in his mem- II, 
bers, whilſt you perſecuted the moſt ſeriou SV 


imitators of him, and men, of all their 
neighbours, moſt devoted to him? 

Vas it not Chriſt, in his goſpel, you 
deſpiſed, when you ridiculed the moſt eſ- 
ſential doctrines of his goſpel ? 

Have you not acted againſt Chriſt in 
his miniſters, whilſt you ſtopped the mouths 
of ſuch; who were as likely to advance his 
intereſts by their miniſtry as any others; 
ns and to this added a heap of malicious 
ies and flanders, leſt Chriſt might be ſerved 
by them? | 

Have you not hated, and laden with 
contempt, the moſt probable evidences of 
real holineſs; as a ſtrict life, ſerious diſ- 
courſe, and holy tenderneſs ? > 

Is it not the ſpecial teſtimony of Chriſt 
in your day, which you have refiſted, when 
you diſabled from ſervice, and expoſed to 
extreme hardſhips, all that conſiderable 
number who ſtand and ſuffer for this, vi. 
That the miniſtry of the goſpel, and the 
communion of ſaints, ought not to be 
clogg d with ſinful, needleſs, or uninſti- 
tuted terms and practices, to the wound- 
ing of conſcience, dividing the church, 
hazarding the reformed intereſt, and de- 
ſtruction of chriſtian love and ſerious piety ? 

Wu Ar hath all your pretence been, 
but a zeal for what yourſelves call indifße- 

G 4 rent? 


1094 Advancement of Chriſt s\[rterefs, 


dE RM. rent? And for theſe you have hated, op- 


poſed, and almoſt at laſt quite ruined the- 


SV undoubted intereſts of the bleſſed Jeſus, 


How much have you done to give a fatal 
wound to the very form of your religion, 
not to be recovered by a little unſcaſonable 
Boiſe? - 3-1 2 N 

SURELY its high time that your perſo- 
pal irreligion and profaneneſs ſhould force 
you to ſuſpect, that you are not ſo likely 
to know or ſerve the cauſe of Chriſt, as 
others, ſo much more pious and concerned 
than yourſelves. In | 

-QucnT you not at leaſt to ſont, you 
have been acled by the Devil againſt Chriſt, 
eſpecially when you reflect on the methods 
you have uſed? Would Chriſt have put 
you to ſerve him by lying, perjury, pro- 
fane ſcoffing, and cruel perſecution, to the 
utmoſt of your power? Were ſabbaths 
ſpent by you in diſturbing meetings, as if 
you were the men that deſigned to ſerve 
Chriſt thereby? If nothing elſe will cauſe 
you to ſuſpect, that enmity againſt Chriſt 
did govern you, conſider how you treated 
any of your own church, who were pious 
and ſerious: How much more were they 
valued by you, than we whom you pre- 
tended ſome difference with, as cauſe of 
alike? 

Go calls you by me to a humblings 
for theſe things: Be convinced and aſhamed 
of — ne to him; and be aſſured, 


ir 
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if you repent not, you ſhall all periſh. Can oy 
you pretend ſo much as to ſay, To me to II. 

live is Chrift, who would have Chriſ 
and holineſs, have as little intereſt in others Lake 


as they have in yourſelves? Was it not too 
much that yourſelves did not live to Chriſt, 
but that you muſt grudge and ruin any that 
did live to him? 

How will you anſwer the — Jeſrils 


when he ſhall aſk you, V. hy perſecuteſt thou * * 


me? What account can you give of all 15 
your hard ſpeeches uttered againſt him, his 16 
truths, and people? Muſt not you fear you 
have filled up your fins, and the wrath of 
God is come upon you to the uttermoſt; 
by forbidding the miniſters of Chriſt to 
preach his goſpel? How muſt you wail, 
when he ſhall at his appearance convince 
you, that you have pierced him in your 
evil treatment of thoſe men and things, 
which he will then own to be his intereſts? 
| In pity to your ſouls, conſider, Is this 
you have done ſuitable to your baptiſ- 
mal vow? Doth your profeſſion of chriſ- 
tianity oblige you to do nothing for Chriſt 
and his cauſe, except venting your ſcoff 
and rage againſt things wherein his intereſt 
ſeemeth moſt concerned? The Lord faſten 
theſe things on your hearts, and force you 
— repentance as notorious as yu en- 

ISP EAR not theſe things as if repen- 
tance were confined to you; we have — 
n 


tos Advancement of Chriſt's Intereſt, 
SERM. need of it; and if God intend good for us, 
II. he will incline all forts to it, according to 
V our reſpettive guilt : But yours is moſt no- 
| torious z and God ſeems, by his preſent 
dealings, to point more directly at it. 

Havins faid what I think myſelf en- 
gaged to ſuggeſt to profane and perſecuting 
ones, I muſt ſolemnly warn you againit 
all cenſorious thoughts and evil ſpeeches, 
againſt any godly miniſters or people of 
the church of Exgland; their differences 
with us will not juſtify uncharitable ſurmi- 
ſes, nor reproachful language againſt them. 
All good men aim at one thing, even to 
ſerve Chriſt, tho they do not agree always 
in the means. God ſerves himſelf by the 
different ſentiments of his people, and hath 
his own methods to convince and cement 
them; greater union is reſerved for that 

i new Feruſalem that will deſcend out of bea- 
ven from God, that beareth the form of a 
cube; its of one meaſure, and there carnal 
intereſts will not divide. 

2d Exhort. LET all real chriſtians live 
more entirely to the ſervice of Chriſt and 
his intereſts, - 

You may be humbled that you have 
done no more for him, and that your un- 
uſefulneis to his concerns, is imputable to 
your remiſs temper, more than want of 
talentss How many of your gifts were 
never employed to advance truth? His 
members have been in ſtraits, and his got 
| pe 
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rded up. Many neglected: opportuni- Il. 


ties of ſervice muſt reproach you, when the WWW 


frame of your hearts beſpeak them tender, 
Many have been your induſtrious contri- 
vances, wherein Chriſt hath had the leaſt, 
if any ſhnare. jd of! 


On! be awakened this day to ſtrong 


reſolves, that hereafter 0 you to live 
ſhall be Chriſt; yea, only Chriſt, and all 
other intereſts ſubordinated to his. Let all 


107 
when your riches were Sx RN. 


you have be laid anew on his altar. Get 2 Chron. 


— hearts lifted up in the ways of the 
ord; and be wholly for him, whatever 


choice ſhall be made by others. | Satan's 
inſtruments are induſtrious, unwearied, and 
odigal in his ſer vice. Chriſt hath but 
few engaged in his behalf; and ſhall the 
declinings of his intereſts lay at your door? 
ISHALL annex ſome directions and 
Direct. 1. ExE£Rciss yourſelves in the 
advancement of the intereſts of Chriſt in 
your van ſouls, 0 85 
Ix Chriſt reign wholly in us, he will 


teign greatly by us. Grow uf into Chriſt Eph. i 
in all things, till you are filled with all tbe 5 
fulnefs of God ; and your capacity and rea- ch. i. 19. 


dineſs for his advancement will be enlarg- 
ed. Be more acquainted with him, and 
you will judge him worth your fervice, 


and highly value all that is his. Flaming 


grace will contrive much: What can 1 
| ſerve 


3 


rog Advancement of Chriff s Intereſts, 

8x RM. ſerve Chriſt in, and freely conſecrate all to 

II. him? Whertas our backwardneſs is an in- 

WY fallible fign that his life is feeble in us. In 

a word, he that neglects Chriſt in himſelf, 

will be little fit for, or concerned in, the 

advancement of Chriſt in the world; nor 

indeed be bleſſed with much ſucceſs in his 
attempts for it. 

Direct. 2. SE E that your aims be 5 
cere in all which you ſeem to ſerve Chriſt 
by, ie | 
Low or bad purpoſes ſpoil good works. 

God trieth the heart, (in our beſt ſervices) 
1Chron. and loveth uprightneſs. Good ſermons were 
Pf. 17- ſpoiled by envy, and charitable deeds by 
Mat. ger 5” oftentation, Its unhappy when our hearts 

have not higher aims for Chriſt, than our 
hands at beſt can accompliſh ; but its 
wicked, when what we ſeem to offer to 

Chriſt, is a ſacrifice to our: idols. 

Direct. 3. CHEARFULLY dedicate a 

you have to the concernments of Chriſt. 

Irs a curſed wedge which is reſerved 

from this dedication, whether it be eſtate, 
Ads v. z. relation, gifts or life. What Ananias ſpa- 

; <;1 mach ſpoiled the acceptance of the part he 
offered. Tho! it be not always neceſſary all 

ſhould: be parted with, yet it is neceflary 

that nothing be unemployed, when fide- 

lity to Chriſt calls for it; and it ceaſeth to 

be yours, when it cannot be kept with- 

out treachery to his intereſts. -- As all muſt 

be dedicated, ſo it muſt be chearfully laid 


out, 
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cut, as what is fit and- beſt. None but 3 
fre- will offetings, and a chearful giver,” II. 
are lovely in God's account. Its left on LE Od 
record as the praiſe of ſome, They took j Joy- 5. * 
fully the ſpoling of their goods. Indeed, the Heb. x. 
hardeſt: thought in our: greateſt” toils and 34 
expence for Chriſt, ſhould be; Bleſſed be 
God, that I have any thing to expreſs oy: - 
love and zeal for Chriſt by. ©- 
Direct. 4. Bx always ſolicitous to know 
what the intereſts of Chriſt are, which you 
ſhould at preſent ſerve; eſpecially if Wes 
be doubts concerning them. 
Tu x goſpel is an infallible rule in 1 
neral; providence and the ſeries of prophe- 
ſies may contribute to your direction, un- 
der the guidance of that higher rule. Un- 
doubted duties muſt always be done in their 
ſeaſon; undoubted truths muſt never be 
denied, yea, muſt always be profeſſed, if 
ſome damage to the intereſts of Chriſt do 
not attend it, beyond, what our profeſſion 
of that truth, at that time, will counter- 
vail ; doubtful fins. inuſt never be com- 
mitted 3 undoubted fins muſt be diſcou- 
raged in our place, 'Prefent good, which 
is leſs, may not be bought — the certain 
loſs of a greater good at ſome diſtance; 
nor at the expence of a greater evil in Jure 
proſpect. The more material intereſts of 
Chriſt muſt not be ſacrificed to thoſe leſſ 
conſiderable, nor undoubted to doubtful. 
zn glance at theſme. 5h 
4 f vou 


110 Advancement of Chriſts Intereſts, 
SERM. Vo ought to be aſſured in every thing 
II. you engage in as for Chriſt, that it be his 
concern and your work; yea, your preſent 
duty, which a greater is not excluded by, 
Aſſurance in this will command your enga- 
ging for it, and encourage under all diffi- 
cultics in it. | © 
MisTAxes herein cauſe great diſorders, 
kindle a fiery zeal, which is oft fatal to 
the -concerns of Chriſt; and whatever we 
do to adyance theſe miſtaken intereſts, are 
offerings to a luſt, and unprofitable to our- 
ſelves. It would amaze one to ſee the =_ 
of ſome in ſupporting errors, oppoling truth, 
deſtroying , and propagating a weak 
notion, to the hazard of the moſt conſide- 
rable interefts of Chriſt, | | 
Bou r yet our indifferency is carnal, when 
Chriſt ſeemeth by his providence, by ſa- 
tan's violent aſſault, or by the great influ- 
ence of a truth at that time, to call us to 
engage ſtrongly in it, though it appears at 
other times leſs momentons. To fay no 
more, ſcarch well what will be moſt for 
Chriſt's glory. 
Direct. 3. Mos rirx thoſe luſts which 
moſt hinder, and improve in thoſe graces 
which moſt forward your livipg entirely 
Mæxxs luſts are their greateſt obſtacles 
to ſervice; and its impoſſible to advance 
Chriſt conſiderably, if improved graces af- 
ford not willingneſs and ſtrength ; Mu 
2 | : | re 
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fore trample on your pride which will diſ- SE RN. 
duain low ſervice, and fret at any contempt II. 
which attends your labours; but be more ww 
humble, and you'll agree to be any thing, 
ſo Chriſt may be all. Be mare free from 
covetouſneſs, which grudgeth all expence 
and loſs for Chriſt, ſelleth truth to get or 
fave a little droſs; but get more heavenly. 
mindedneſs, which diſdains earth, ſo it may 
but get more treaſure in heaven. Caſt away 
that ſlaviſh fear which betrays conſcience 
to a mortal's threatning ; but be more en- 
dued with holy courage, which will dare 
to be zealous for Chriſt in the very face of Dan. ii. 
danger. Silence unbelief that (till ſuggeſts 43 
difficulties, but hides from you both ſup- 
plies of ſtrength and the promiſed rewards; 
whereas more faith will ſtill enlarge your 2 Tim. i. 
ſervice, in the view of ſufficient aids, and **: 
an eternal crown. Above all, trample on : 
ſelfiſnneſs, which moſt devoureth our ta- -_ * 
lents; whereas a publick ſpirit, and ſuper- 
lative love to Chriſt, would conſtrain your 2 Cor. v. 
conſecration of all to him, as one well de- '+ 
ſerving of it. | 

Direct. 6. I M1G6nT add, that you 
pught to manage all your deſigned ſervice, 
as may be moſt conducive to the advance: 
ment of theſe intereſts of Chriſt. 

GREAT prudence is neceſſary to give 
an advantage to all our undertakings,” that 
fac ſucceſs we aim at be not prevented. 


* 


Boy 
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Ser. | BuT:..have no more time than td 

II. ronclude all with à few mori ves to this 

2 duty. 

ft Mot. Irs the intereſd of Chriſt Fam 
perſuading! ;you to. dedicate your: lives to. 

. Irs that Chrift who hath fo amazingly 

denied himſelf. for you, to whom you owe 

o much, from whom you have received, 

and ſtill expect, ſuch great things. Can 

you behold any thing as hig concernment, 

and not be enflamed with zeal? Oh! what 

hanour-1s it to ſerve him! Being his inte- 

reſts, they muſt needs deſerve our regard, 


$46 '« 
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and command our induſtry: This glorious 


One would not ſtake his glory, and ſet his 
heart on trifles; and who but the unbelic- 
ving and ungrateful can grudge him any 

thing? Methinks a reflection on any thing 
2s bis concern, would inſpire with all that 
can envigorate our attempts. 
-:2d Mat. IT s but our lives, at moſt, 
which are to be dedicated to him. 
Tun v are ſhort, and fo its but a little 


"oy — che hardſhip is over. They are 


but 


r and mean things to be an offering 


ſo acceptable to him. Alas! how inconſi- 
derable is all we can do or ſuffer, that they 
ſhould reflect any glory on him who fills 
the heavens, and is now (by us) raiſing a 
monument which will be admired for ever? 
Who would not ſtrive to contribute moſt 
to his bleſſed deſigns? How can gur little 
Matters be laid out to fo great purpoſes? 


* 


5 — 
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zd Mot. In ſerving the intereſts of SERM. 
Chriſt, we do, in the beſt manner, ſerve II. 
our own. * 
War we do for him, he doth not 
need ; but if we refuſe it, we are undone. 
We muſt ſhortly reckon for all talents; 
and how uncomfortable will the account 
be, when little can be reckoned as placed 
to Chriſt's account ? 
Bur there is gain by the moſt coſtly 
ſervice, and profit by the worſt of hard- 
ſhips; the advantage is more than an hun- Mat. xix. 
dred fold; if you live to him, you ſhall *7 
ever live. with him; a ſhare in his glory 
will be yours, if you partake in his con- 
cerns: F any man ſerve me, bim will my John xii. 
Father bonour. How wiſely is our all laid 25. 26. 
out, when it will yield ſuch great returns? 
Look upward, and ſee what manſions Chriſt 
is preparing for you, whilſt you are labour- 
ing and laying out yourſelves for him; and 
he is like to receive the moſt illuſtrious 
crown, who yields the greateſt ſervice. - 
Surely you are injurious to yourſelves in 
ſparing any ſeed now, when you have 
Chriſt's word for ſo vaſt an increaſe: He 2 Cor. ix. 
that ſoweth ſparingly, ſhall reap ſparingly ; * 
but he that ſoweth bountifully, ſhall alſo reap 
bountifully. Oh! into what a ſtate will 
you ſoon paſs from an uſeful life? To die 
will be gain, if to you to live be Chriſt. In 
eternity you will find all your endeavours 
H carefully 
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SERM. Carefully recorded, and abundantly reward- 
IT. ad. Bod 
Www MrusT not you ſay, From this moment, 
Whatever I can do, and all that I poſſeſs, 
ſhall be devoted to him and his intereſts. 
ER. iv.1s Engage then in his ſervice; you have angels 
and all ſaints ſharers with you in the under- 
Jorg. taking, and Chriſt at the head of this royal 
5 *** company. They are intereſts will ſtand, 
tho' you refuſe to aſſiſt; they do ſtill ad- 
vance, tho inviſibly to us. If you dedicate 
not your lives to the concernments of 
Chriſt, you muſt lay them out for the 
devil; one of them is ſerved at all times, 
and by all perſons. Faithful ſervice will 
give a great feſt:mony to the Lord Jeſus, 
and yield wonderful advantage to ſuch un- 
der your influence, whoſe good you are 
enclined to endeavour. You will prejudice 
no intereſt by this, but the zntereſts of the 
devil, which commenced and grow {till on 
the manifeſt rains of mankind; and ought 
you not to oppoſe him, to whoſe uſurpa- 
tion are owing all the diſorders and cala- 
mities in the world; which evils are re- 
dreſſed to the degree of the advancement 
of the znterefts of Chriſt, and no further. 
Ca you, after all this, refuſe to bemoan 
the world, where ſo many. oppoſite zntereſts 
are ſet up againſt Chriſt; and pity ſinners, 
who ſo blindly reſiſt, and impatiently bear, 
the merciful and juſt attempts of the Lord 
vii 2 . Jeſus? 


the End of a Chriſtian's Life. 


Jeſus? Muſt not every ſoul eccho to the 8E RR. 
apoſtle in my text, Now to me to live is II. 


Chriſt ? 

Tu whole diſcourſe is fo applicable to 
your Lordſhip and brethren, that I need 
no more than intreat, yea, charge you to 
act, in your places, as men to whom to live 
is Chriſt, Let not any opportunity for 
ſervice to him, bring your ſouls under the 
guilt of negligence, nor yield Chriſt matter 


to upbraid you with. A truſt is in your 


hands, ſee that the ends of God be faith- 


fully anſwered : Conſider that place, Thou PL. lx. 4: 


haſt given a banner to them that fear thee, 
that it may be diſþlayed becauſe of the truth. 
Reſolve then, in your ſtation, that if Chriſt 
gain not by our power, our conſciences 
ſhall not reproach us with refuſing to de- 


dicate all our abilities to him, whoſe glory 


we chiefly aimed at, and to whoſe intereſt _ 
we are fully devoted. 
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e I concernments do yet re- 
main, T think myſelf more eſpecially 
concerned in ſuch providences as af 
fect that kingdom. The preſent ate 
thereof directs us to mourning and 
prayer, as our ordinary empiey; 
however, I was content, for once, to 
take down the harp from the wil- 
lows, and make a thankful mention 
of our paſt deliverance. Great are 
the praiſes due to our God, for 
ſaving the Proteflant intereſt from 
the Iriſh rebellion begun in forty- 
one. Thou wilt ſind ſomewhat in 
this. ſermon that may command thy 
wonder, and thereby heighten thy 
melee mente. Herewith I have. 
| H 4 joined 


To the READ RER. 
Joined ſome bints referring to the 
hopefulneſs of Ireland's redemption 
from its preſent diftreſs, with di- 
rections to ſuch a temper, as may 
haſten a period to our hardſhips. 

But how difficult is it to convince 
men, that their danger or ſafety is 
decided by God's ſentence ; and that 
their carriage, with reſpect to him, 
hath a greater influence in determi- 
ning the condition of a people, than 
all ſecond cauſes ? 

The common neglect of approving 

ourſelves to God by repentance, ſug- 
geſts to me thoſs fears, which for 
ſeveral months I have mentioned, 
and again expreſſed in this dif- 
 eourſe; viz. That the deliverance 
of Ireland will not be ſo fudden or 
eaſy as moſt conclude. 
Its uo ſlight matter with me, 
that ſuch as baue fled hither, /6 
little anſwer the purpoſe of .God, in 
driving us from our eftates and 
dwelling. bo can think we are 
ſuffering God's rebulet, oo 
. | "% 75 


To the REaDERrR 


full add to our provocationsò In- 
temperance, pride, formality, divi- 
frons, and levity in Iriſh Proteſtants, 
are indecent, becauſe we are a ſpoil- 
ed people ; they declare the greateſ# 
obftinacy, being we are under the 


loudeſt calls of God by affliftions ; 


they argue the groſſeſt madneſs, as 


they obftru& the return of our bleſ- 
ſings, for which we are ſo impa- 
tient. Can we imagine that he who 
hath begun a controverſy with us, 
will not force our amendment, or 


prolong. our hardſhips ? 


We are under too plain indica- 


tions of unfitneſs to receive or im- 
| prove @ new. deliverance; among 


other teſtimonies thereof, How ſad- 


ly it a ſmall beginning, or preſage 
of it, abuſed ?® Londonderry, fo 
wonderfully preſerved by the con- 
curring help of all Proteſtants there, 


is become a bone of contention. Un- 


expected ſucceſs hath made it a thing 
70 angrily diſputed, who. had the 


greateſt hand in it; tho its plain 


what 
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To the READ E R. 

what men muſt have ſuſtained the 
reproach, if that city, and the in- 
tereft it was concerned with, had 
been overcome.” But now, what God 
in a manner wrought alone, people 
endeavour to aſcribe to this or that 
fort : What God accomplifbed for 
the Common good of Proteſtants, 
men are appropriating to the ſole 
benefit of their ſeveral parties. Had 
conformiſis and diſſenters diſputed 
thus in their dangers,. or foreſeen 
theſe debates, the conſequences had 
been fatal. For my part, I adore 
the providence that ' inclined the 
church of England 20 join with 
zhoſe di enters who. had. fbut the 
gates : Their union was their 

Brength ; and they became united 
on necefſury terms, * amutual al. 
towances. ' The church of England- 
men laid by the dofirine of non- 
refftance ; the diſſenters waved the 
advantage of their member in chu- 
ing the. officers; indeed they had 


more reaſom ro induce them to tbis, 
it 


To the REA D E R. 


it was not @ time to indulge ambi- 
tion; military frill was very ſmall 


among the ordinary people of the 
diſſenters ; for many years they 
err not admitted into any em- 
ploys, yea, oft diſarmed; and moſt 
of their leading perſons gone; ſo 
that its much they had ſo many 
diſſenting officers as they had. Blef- 


ſed be God, that managed that mul. 


titede to ſo great purpoſes ; officers 
could have little influence over them, 
when they were made by themſelves 
and who, without money, can be 


expected to govern a body of mere 


volunteers, further than their com- 
nun ſentiments lead them? 
I; this a matter to ſerve litile 


ends by; and that whilſt there are 


difficulties enough before us, to try 
the vigour of Proteflants, how- 
ever united? Dur I ſpeak hea- 
ven's mind by this affair of Derry, 
for the conduct of our preſent King, 
I ſhould ſay; God will preſerve the 
Proteſtant religion, and their maje- 


ſties, 
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ties, by the united. force of con- 
formiſts and diſſenters; leaving out, 
that the diſſenters muſt be ten to 
one, as they were in Londonderry. 
Further, I ſhould think it a reward 
ſufficient for us, if all the church 
of England would now glory in this 
ation as theirs, and that I never 
fee ſuch a change of things, as to 
prevail with any of them, to re- 
proach any man as no true member 
of their church, for having a hand 
therein. 

Jam ſollicited to vindicate the 
diſſenters from ſome late refleftions 
made on them by a right reverend 
prelate of Ireland; but I think it 
#0 proper work to irritate any, 
while I am calling all ts repentance, 
that our deſolations may not become 
perpetual. I can engage for my- 
ſelf, and many others, that nothing 
but fin fhall prevent my compliance 
with the national ſettlement 1 the 
church; yea, if any thing that is 
fenful be removed, I ſball be thank- 


ful 


To the RRE AD B R. 


ful to God, that the nation is be- 
come fo far more innocent. Mon- 
conformity is neither ſo profitable 
nor creditable, as to induce a fond- 
neſs of it, when providence ſball 
once remove the things that' render 
it as yet our duty. 0 

Vet I would intreat all perſons 
not to be angry with us, that we do 
not change our judgment of things 
on their bare aſſertions. Degrees of 
light are not equal; and a judg- 


ment of private diſcretion muſt be 


allowed every man, as to his own 
practice; tho' that juftifieth no de- 
viation from the divine rule. 

And. the more the conſtitutions 
of the church are accommodated to 
that rule, the more eafily will a 
people be gathered under her wings. 

The Lord grant that the awful 
providences we are under, may a- 
bate all ſelfiſhneſs, and incline our 
fouls to holineſs and peace; that ſo 
God may reſtore Ireland zo its hap- 


tures, 
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fy fate, and prevent new for fei- 


x26 To the RE AD E R. 
tures, by mortifying all thoſe ſins 
which have expoſed us ta our pre- 
ſent anguiſh. This is that which 
we ought all to defire; and were 
we anſwered therein, other matters 
were ſoon adjuſted. I will ouly 
add, that importunity  extorts this 
ſermon from me; I had no deſign 
when I preached it, nor a fortnight 
after, to publiſh it ; but if God is 
Pleaſed to bleſs it to the good i 
any, it will /atisfy 
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18 A M. Xxvii. 37. 


David ſaid moreover, The Lord 


that delivered me out of the 
' faw of the lion, and the paw 
of the bear; he will deliver me 


out of the hand of this Philiſtine. 


„ ſubject which might lead 
3 5 25 deliverance, as matter of 
erg JA praiſe; and to hint at our 

one . . preſent dangers, fo — 

revent our deſpondency: My thoughts 
Ban entertain d bis . as a for both 
p Here is a great deliverance re- 
cited; He delivered me out of the paw of 
the lion. And from this another delive- 
rance is concluded; He ll deliver me out 
of the hand of this Philiſtine In the former, 
his own life, and his father's flock, were 
concerned; on the latter depended the 


— — 
* 


welfare of all Vrael. The anointing which 


WAs willing to fix on a Sz RN. 


III. 


me to mention our paſt wy we 


David received by Samuel, fitted him for 1 Sam. 
the firſt, and that was a pledge of the lat- 55: 


ter; which was the firſt noted ſtep to the 
throne deſigned for him, The text is ſome 
a addition 
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SERM. addition to ver. 36, That verſe aſſerts his 


conqueſt paſt and expected; but here he 


WIE acknowledgeth God as the principal author 


of his ſucceſs, whereof he gloried; 4. d. 
I flew the lion and bear, as the inſtrument ; 
but it was in the virtue, and by the aid of 
the Almighty that I did it. God wrought 
therein by my hand; I was but a youth, 
thoſe beaſts were more than a match for a 
man; yet God reſcued me out of their 

wer, and enabled me to deſtroy them as 
contemptible things: I took bim by the 
Beard. 

Hence he infers, that the diſplays of 
God's power-would not be wanting in this 
new and more momentous occaſion : He 
will deliver me. David had an impulſe 
warranting him to this encounter; a reve- 
lation perſuaded him of ſucceſs. He might 
in general conclude it, from what Samuel 
had faid concerning his being king of / 
rael, which muſt have failed if he were 
now overcome: But no doubt a conqueſt 
was particularly ſuggeſted at once with the 
impulſe which prefied him to this engage- 
ment. 

T E deſign of the whole is to direct 
Saul to due acknowledgments of God, 
and to encline him to ſuffer David to 
encounter Goliab, who defied the armies 
of Mrael with ſuch contempt : g. d. En- 
- truſt; me in this affair, notwithſtanding my 
_ and unſkilfulneſs, God that hath 

owned 


* 
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owned me in a matter as dangerous, will SE RM. 
ſupply my defects, and cauſe me to proſper III. 
by his all- ſufficient power at this time. 


Two obſervations from the words will 
introduce what is appofite to our occaſion. 


Obſerv. 1. ALL deliverances ought to 
be aſcribed to God as the author; and he 
ſhould be owned according to what is ſig- 
nal in thoſe deliverances. 

Obſerv. 2. Pa sr deliverances are ſome 
ground to hope that God will yet deliver. 


Ix treating of the firſt of theſe, my 
work is to explain what may have any 
difficulty, to prove that truth which is aſ- 
ſerted, and then apply it to the deliverance 
we commemorate. 

ALL will be contained in the follew- 
ing heads. 


S EC 1. I. 


1. A deliverance is the freeing of per- 
ſons from ſome inflicted or impending 
evil: Its an evi] we are freed from, or ex- 
emption from it is not worth the name of 
deliverance: There is ſome obnoxiouſneſs 
to, or dangers of that evil, or it is no de- 
hverance. - 

DELIVERANCES are various, accord- 
ing to the ſeveral ſorts of endangering 
miſchiefs, 
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130 A Thankſgiving-SERM ON, 

SERM. THERE are eternal miſeries, with re- 
III. ſpect to which we are delivered from the 
LP wrath to come, Salvation from any other 
oy beck i calamities, are a light matter to this, and 
Puoyerey. leave us miſerable without it. What avails 
= a eſeaping the lion's paw, if we fall into the 
bs fil deli. devil's clutches ? Tempora! deliverances 

vering us. will ſoon be forgotten in endleſs flames. 
THERE are ſpiritual evils, from which 

we are freed by preventing grace, renew- 

ing grace, or pardoning mercy ; the firſt 
ſecures from the actual commiſſion of many 

fins, the ſecond from the habitual domi- 
nion of all fin, the third from the guilt of 

our tranſgreſſions, which otherwiſe binds 

us to puniſhment, privative and poſitive. 

T'1ERE are corporal evils of ſundry ſorts, 

from each of which a deliverance: receives 

its name. A deliverance is ſometimes com- 

pleat, vig. when the miſchief doth not at 

all touch us, or when none of it remain» 

eth, tho' ſuffered for a time. Sometimes 

the deliverance is partial, as when it hap- 
peneth, that tho' we are ſafe from -part of 

the diſtreſs, yet ſome degree thereof con- 
2 Chron tinueth: As in the caſe of 1/rael, I-will 
Wu. 7, 8. grant them ſome deliverance ; . nevertheleſs 
they ſhall be ſervants, that they may. know 

ray ſervice, and the ſervice of the countries. 

There are perſonal and publick delive- 

rances, c. Each deliverance ſuppoſeth us 
actually. hurt, or ſome way in danger of 
it. Whether it be from this, or that kind 
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of miſery we are faved, all are compre- SRRNM. 
hended in this general. Poo Ent III. 
2. ALL deliverances ſhould be aſcribed 
to God, as the author of them. What- 
ever kind they be of, however few or many, 
of all its true, that 
(i.) Gop is the author of d Aiverances, 
whoever be the inſtrument.” God puts in 
his claim as of old; Jam the Lord thy God Hof. xiii. ' 
from the Land of Egypt, thou ſhalt know no * 
God but me; for there is no Saviour beſides 
me. When the inſtrument ſeems moſt 
probable, he is the deliverer. The wor- 
thies of David jet themſelves in the midſt 1 Chron. 
of that parcel, and delivered it, and flew** 4. 
the Phil:iſtine, and the Lord ſaved them by 
a great deliverance, When ſecond cauſes 
are weak, its groſly ſtupid not to ſee his 
hand : He gives means their aptitude, who 
inſtructs with wiſdom, whereby men are 
politick : He teaches my \ bands to war. Who 2 Sam. 
endueth the fpirit with courage, or the *. 35. 
arm with ſtrength ? Its God that girdeth Pal. xviii 
me eith firength, and makes my way per- 32 
fett. 
Tu E ſucceſs of all means depends on 
him: The victory is the Lord's. The proud 1 Chron. 
helpers ſtoop under him, if he withdraw EE «Ma 
not his anger. To convince men of this, : 
he oft waves the ordinary courſe of things, 
baffling the ſtrong, who ſeems to have con- 
queſt in his graſp, while he giveth triumph 
to the feeble. The multitude are made a 
I 2 prey 


132 DA Thankſgiving-StRrMON, 

SERM, prey to a ſmall number; yea, God hath 
III. refuſed numbers, /z/t the people ſhould vaunt 
IV themſelves againſt him, and jay, My own 
1. — bend, hath p me. Who < ag on 4 ſtrict 
obſervation, diſown that deliverances call 

this God their father, and the higheſt 

means are ſubordinate to him? He ſub- 

| dues the enemy, whoever gives the ſtroke : 

Neh. ix. Thou ſubdueſt before them the inhabitants 
ms of the land, and gaveſt them their land. Its 
God that calls and ſummons inſtruments : 

Ifa. xii. I commanded my ſanctiſied ones, I have cal- 
3, 4 led my mighty ones for mine anger, even them 
that rejoice in my highneſs, &c. The Lord of 

hoſts muſtereth the hoſt of the battle. Its he 

that ſtrikes terror into the hearts of ene- 

mies, and hides counſel from them, where- 

by the men of might do looſe their hands, 

If. xliv. and their knowledge becomes fooliſh, So 
25. that which way ever he exerts his power, 

ſalvation is of the Lord. 

(2.) HENCE it followeth, that all deli- 

verances ſhould be a/cr:bed to this bleſſed 

God; the principal efficient may well 

claim the honour of the effect; every man 

Sam. ought to ſay from the heart, The Lord is 
ii. 2. ny fortreſs, and my deliverer. He permits 
dangers, to excite mankind to ſeek his help; 

and thereby heighten their acknowledg- 

ments. Every deliverance is a witneſs for 

God, and ought to be a remembrancer to 

YC. xcviii. Our luggiſn minds: His own arm got him 
*:+ rhe victory; the Lord hath made known his 
ſabvation, 
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ſalvation, and his righteouſneſs hath be SERN. 
openly ſhewed in the fight of the heathen : III. 
And thence we are called to exalt him, www 
Aſcribing the glory hereof to him, is a fit 
homage to the diſcoveries of his power. 
When his arm is made bare, how pro- 
fane is it not to aſcribe ſtrength to our God? PL. xvii. 
Praiſe is a tribute of gratitude to his good- 3+ 
neſs, expreſſing itſelf in every ſuch relief. 
Where God's kindneſs ſo diſcernably enga- 
geth our regards, its the baſeſt ingratitude 
not thankfully to own our Saviour. Who 
muſt not expect to be left to the next 
danger, that aſcribeth not to God the ho- 
nour of paſt deliverances? Our minds are 
diſtempered, if they be remiſs to ſo poor 

a return under ſo great engagements. In 
every deliverance, - the infinitely glorious 
God compaſſionates the diſtreſſed, and en- 
gageth his power and wiſdom in their 
concernments. On their behalf (tho' oft 
baſe and wicked) he ſtirs up himſelf, and 
commands falvation by the appearance of 
his glory. 

THEsE acknowledgments are but the 
reflections of that glory from a well-diſ- 
poſed ſoul, capable to obſerve, and willing 
to own it. If there be any light in our 
minds, we muſt ſee that this hath the Lord 
done. If there be any love to God in our 
hearts, affectionate reſentments will inter- 
mingle with our convictions, and from 
both an offering of = praiſe will aſcend 

T to 
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SERM:. to him as our Redeemer from all evils : 
III. The very Pagans thought facrifices due to 
GYV their idols after a victory. 

(3.) Tr x laſt part of the obſervation is, 
Thar God ought to be owned according 
to all that is Agua in a deliverance: Some 
pieces of providence are more curiouſly 
* wrought. The footſteps of God are more 
diſcernably impreſſed, yea, his very image 
feems enſtamped on them. Many things 
eoncur to ſet off his power, wiſdom, and 
neſs, in a brighter light; theſe are 
called his wonderful works; in them we 

may direct ourſelves to God, as Moſes did; 

Exod, xv. Thy right hand is become geri ous in power, 
7. thott baft appeared 1 in the greatneſs of thine 
bxcellency. He oft fills a falvation with 
wonders ; we can fix our eye on no part 
of it, bat there occurs ſomewhat extraor- 
dinary; ſomewhat too difficult for a leſſer 
ſtrength than omnipotent; ſomewhat too 
excellent for a lower hand than what's 
divine; with inſtances hereof are the ſcri- 
| Exod viii. Ptures full. Thus it was when God ſo 
| 9, 10. immediately avenged his peoples cauſe, by 

| his plagues on the Egyptian taſk-maſters. 
| Ex. xi. He made the waters a wall of defence 
| TO for their feeble army, while he treaſured a 
| deluge to overthrow the hoſt of their ſtrong 


| ſners. 
| Exod. xvii. AmnleR's ſacceſs is limited by their 
5 prayers. How miraculouſſy did he ruin 


the confederate forces of the five kings 
before 
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before Gideon? Hail-fones devoured more SERM. 
than the fword; and that darkneſs might III. 
not abate the deliverance, the ſun and moon —_— 
tand ſtill until the people had avenged 17 13. 
themſelves. Jerichos walls fall down with- Joſh. vi. 
out any battery, beſides the ſound of rams? 
horns, and the ſhout of the people. 

Gideon, and three hundred men, with Judg. vii. 
pitchers and trumpets, deſtroy an amy 
numerous as the ſand by the ſea-ſide. 

A THOUSAND fell by a jaw- bone of an 
aſs in the hand of Sampſon; and Shang ; 383 
{flew fix hundred with an ox goad. 

Go p faved 1/rael by Jonathan, and his 
armour- bearer; but it was by cauſing a 
trembling in the hoſt ; the garriſon and the Sm — XIV. 
ſpoilers trembled, and the earth quaked ; the 5 
multitude melted away; they went beating 
down one another, every man's ſiword was 
againſt his fellow. 

OF a like nature was the diſcomfeiture 
of Benhadad, with thirty-two kings aſſiſt- 1 Kings 
ing, by the two hundred thirty-two young 20 _—_ 
men; and afterward a ſmall party flew a 
hundred thouſand, becauſe they ſaid the 
God of 1/rael is not God of the vallies. 
When Hezekiah is in a r an an- 2 Kings 
gel ſlays 180000 men. | 1 

TE Fews are reſcued from a deſtroc- 
tion, near to be executed, by the i AS | 
tion of Abafhuerus's ſleep. Eſth. vi. 

TIME would fail, ſhould I enumerate 
the deliverances which carry with them'the 

I 4 aſtoniſhing 
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aſtoniſhing indications of the divine arm. 
SoME are recommended by the extre- 


mity of the dangers, others by the impro- 


Pſal. cxi. 
25 3. 


bability of the inſtruments. Oftentimes 
the methods God is pleaſed to chuſe, are 
ſo remarkable, that a diſregard is ſcarce 
conſiſtent with the groſſeſt ſtupidneſs. 
WHATEVER is ſignal deſerves our no- 
tice ; they are beams of divine glory, which 
creatures ought to entertain with {tri&t ob- 
ſervation. To huddle over the wonders of 
God, or view them by epitomes, is too ex- 
preflive of a contempt of God, and an abject 
ſpirit; whereas the works of the Lord are 


ſought out of all them that have pleaſure 


therein; his works are honourable and Glo- 
Ti GUS, 


APPEICATION. 


I SHALL now apply what I have faid, 
to that which called us together at this 
time. My work is to rear a pillar, and 
engrave this inſcription : 


The Lom delivered Ireland om a bloody 
and hoꝛrid Rebellion, begun the 23d 
of October, 1641, 


Pop is H craft ſo impoſed of late on 
the fooliſh temper of ſome, as that it was 
become a doubt with them, whether there 
was an Jriſh rebellion ; by ſuch it was 
compleminted with the title of @ civil 
Var. 


For: 
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ForTy-five years had reconciled them SRE RM. 
to the barbarities they had not felt; the III. 
Triſh were all become innocents, popery WV 


was grown tame and good-natured. I hope 
ſuch at leaſt, as ſhare in the preſent cala- 
mity, are too concerned to remain infidels. 

Suck ſeeming Proteſtants you wanted 
not in England, who denied the popiſh 
plot till they ſaw it executed; yea, then 
ſeemed to favour it ſo much, as to diſbe- 
lieve it ſtill, 

Wk are come hither to make mention 
of that mercy God extended to us; I wiſh 
all of you, that belong to Jreland, may 
own God with affections becoming that 
deliverance. Its matter of reproof againſt 


Iſrael, that they remembered not the day P.Lowii. 


when God delivered them from the enemy. 42. 
Let not the remiſſneſs of our ſouls, ſpoil 
our ſeeming remembrance of that time. 
For your afliſtance, I ſhall, 


I. REPRESENT to you ſome things 

that were ſignal in this deliverance. 

II. DixECT you to ſuch acknow- 

ledgments of God, as become a de- 
liverance ſo great. 


Tu E firſt may ſerve as an argument to 
enforce the latter, becauſe acknowledg- 
ments ſhould bear ſome proportion to the 
greatneſs of our mercy. The deliverance 

of Ireland was not common, every thing 
. was eminent; the chings which 
ſingly 
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Sr RM. ſingly made other deliverances great, all 
III. meet in this. Let us inſtance ſome of 
them. | 


1. Ir was a deliverance from the aw- 


fulleſt evils; it was from the Jriſb, the 


moſt ſavage of chriſtians; from Popery, the 
worſt ſyſtem that pretends to the name of 
religion. The calamity was not {mall ; we 


Pal. cvii, may truly be ſpoken of in thoſe words, He 


20. 


fent his word and healed them, be delivered 


them from their deſtructions. This will 
appear, © 
(.) Ir we reflect on what the Proteſtants 
of Freland did ſuffer, as far as the Ir;fþ 
WxrAaT'a number loſt their lives by vio- 
tence! The land was become an aceldema. 
Two hundred thouſand Proteſtants were 
deſtroyed by theſe bloody men. Many, 
at the firſt breaking out of this rebellion, 
were invited to feaſts by the Jriſb, and 
butchered at the entertainment, without 
the leaſt warning: Mere dying was a kind- 
neſs; tediouſneſs and barbarity muſt heigh- 
ten their ſlaughters; they ſtripped multi- 
tudes, and forced them to periſh by cold 
and famine in that hard winter, Crowds 
were burnt together in barns ; many dri- 
ven into rivers, and ſuch as attempted to 
eſcape, were forced back to periſh in the 
waters. Women with child they ripped 
open; poor babes they toſſed on pikes, as 
pleaſing ſport; Candles were made of matti 
I greaſe ; 
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greaſe; no entreaties of women or chil- SERNC. 


dren could induce to pity: A conceit of III. 
merit excited their bloody inclinations. WWW, 


ba hs 


Women exceeded the men in rage, if poſ- 
fible. Their enmity extended to all that 
bare but an Engliſh name; houſes and im- 
provements they laid waſte ; they would 
cut collops out of the Engl 7 cattle, and 
let thern live in torment. 

WHERE was there a houſe in their 

wer, that had not the inhabitants ſlaugh- 


tered? how few children left to mourn for. 


their murdered parents? or women to be- 
moan their butchered huſbands or children ? 
Scarce a family in Ireland that groaned not 
for ſome maſſacred relations. What ſhall 
I ay? It was an epitome of the worſt 
miſchiefs the earth at any time beheld ; 
the devil ſeemed to boaſt to what rage 
and cruelty he could inſtigate corrupted 
nature. All theſe villanies they exerciſed, 
when enjoying their religion, and civil im- 
munities, in common with the Engliſh, 
and no way provoked by them. 

FROM theſe men we were delivered; 
from theſe very men you in England were 
lately ſaved. That you may be thus ma- 
naged by theſe perſons, is the defire of ſuch 
- who preſs the reſtauration of the late king, 
who hath no other inſtruments, ee the 
French, he can confide in. 

(2.) LE T us further take notice, what 


yet greater miſeries the Irifh Proteſtants 
muſt 


— 
7 N . * . ** 
- N 2 I * ed. — $ 
> — — — — TR —— IC ISIS » 
* — 5 
*. 0 nyt 4 


U . Y — = oF 


— 6 ade 
=> : 
44 22 2 — 2 
— — Aa - - «> — 2 > < 2-2 "$<e- <p o ones — — — — 
—— —_— _ 0.  — -  —OO_ SW — ng — —— 
by * » 
T 4 4 = * * o — 
* 1 
9 


— 


8 p Hs N= 2 
— x — — 8. = — —— x — 
T © L 
- N * 4 


2 
— 
> - "Mc 


—- 
| 
a 


r 


323 


A Thankſoiving-8 ERMON, 


SE RM. muſt have ſuffered, if Ireland had not been 


HI. delivered. 
Www Trury who ſurvived the former at- 


tempts, muſt either have been deſtroyed 
as their dead friends, or expoſed to penury 
and contempt by flight, or undo their ſouls 
by idolatrous compliance. Popery had 
reigned in that country, and goſpel- wor- 
ſhip and doctrine had been utterly ba- 

iche. if this ſalvation had been denied 
us. This accents that deliverance; thereby 
God prevented the eſtabliſhment of ſpiri- 
tual abominations, and revived his own in- 
tereſts, and the pledges of his gracious 
preſence there, Our ſalvation was great, 
as it ſecured us from Popery, which in- 
cludes the utmoſt repugnancy to the eſſen- 
tial deſigns and nature of the chriſtian 
religion. 

Ix sT EAD of knowledge, ignorance is by 
principle urged, as moſt tending to devo- 
tion. 

How is God worſhipped, when the 
greateſt expreſſions of worſhip are paid to 
angels, faints, and images? To them they 
ofter incenſe, proſtrate themſelves, invoke 
them in the ſecond perſon, Its true, they 
ſay their worſhip terminates not in thoſe 
lower objects; but the generality of their 
ignorant followers are tempted to think. 
otherwiſe, eſpecially when £ moſt agree, 


that the ſame worſhip is given to the image 
- and the exemplars; and few of the ignorant 
can 


— —ũ— — ——— 
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can exert any act of the mind, whereby SER NM. 
the worſhip is to paſs from the image to III. 


God himſelf; neither by the determina wv 


tion of their beſt caſuiſts, is ſuch an act 
needful ; a virtual termination is ſufficient. 

Tu x idolatry of the Pagans is equally Arneb. 
juſtifiable ; they declared, We believe not | © 
the copper or gold, whereof the images are 
made, to be God; but in theſe materials 
we adore thoſe, that ſacred dedication in- 
troduceth, and cauſeth to dwell in the 
images. Et 

Fu RTHER, if the bread and wine re- 

main in the euchariſt after conſecration, 
they own themſelves guilty of the groſſeſt 
idolatry ; for the council of Trent declares, Conc. Tr. 
That what we bodily receive in that ſacra- 4 3 
ment, is to be worſhipped with the ſu- 6. 
pteme worſhip Latria. Now what can 
be more evident, than that the ſubſtance 
of bread and wine remain after conſecra- 
tion? The Spirit of God again and again i Cer. * 
calls it bread : It could not be the broken * 
body of Chriſt at the time of inſtitution, 
for he was not yet crucified ; the blood 
of the new teſtament was not ſhed; which 
muſt be the dying blood of the teſtator. 
It deſtroys the nature of a facrament to 
ſuppoſe no ſenſible repreſentation, and 
brings the thing repreſented from an ob- 
ject of faith, to be an object of ſenſe. 
This conceit of theirs enervateth the teſti- 
mony given to the perſon and 29 7 
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SERM. Chriſt by all his miracles; they might be 
III. all forgeries, at leaſt the ſpectators were 
&WV not ſure the miracles were performed, 
tho' they ſaw them with their eyes. If 
you allow not our ſenſes to be judges of 
their proper objects, farewel all evidence 
and certainty of reaſon, yea, of faith itſelf. 
Upon this ſordid ſuppoſal, that its not 
bread we eat, tho' we feel, taſte, and ſee 
it to be bread, depends their acquittal 
from the groſſeſt idolatry, themſelves being 
Judges. 

THERE is an idolatry forbidden in' the 
ſecond commandment, viz. worſhipping 
God by an uninſtituted medium: This all 
their diſtinctions cannot evade; and moſt 
of their worſhip is groſly chargeable there- 
with. 

FROM this idolatry in a people, once a 
church of Chriſt, Rome comes to be called 
the Great Whore. So far is her plea, That 
the was once a church, from ſecuring her 
preſent church-ſtate under her ſpiritual 
adulteries, that ſhe could not be an ido- 
latrous whore, had ſhe not ſometimes been 
a church, Compare Hof. ii. 2, 4: with 
Rev. xix. 1. 

Tur honour of Chriſt is as much de- 
baſed by Popery, tho' the exaltation of it 
be the great deſign of chriſtianity. His 
royalties are uſurped by the univerſal head- 
ſhip, diſpenſing with his laws, altering his 
inſtitutions, impoſing new articles of _ 

an 
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and terms of life. He hath no title nor pe- Sz RN. 
culiarity, but what the virgin, or ſome III. 
other ſaint or pope, is crowned with. 

His mediatorſhip is divided among 
thouſands of rivals; each prieſt offers a 
propitiatory ſacrifice in every maſs. Some 
of the beſt authors affirm the ſaints do in- 
tercede in the virtue of their own merits; 
the moſt modeſt impeach Chriſt as unwil- 
ling to intercede, without their minding of 
him; or unable to prevail with God with- 
out their concurrenceb. Thus the old dæ- 
mon- orſhip 1s revived. | 

Bu r I have not time to hint at the ge- 
neral heads of their abomination. 
PorERx is. as fatal to civil ſociety, as 
to ſouls. What ſecurity have Proteſtants 
of their eſtates, when as hereticks and ex- 
communicate, they have forfeited all, and 
any man may make the ſeizure ? Their 
lives are as ill ſecured, when its meritori- 
ous to kill them. All compacts are e- 
luded by their doctrine. of equivacation 
and the groſſeſt villanjes may be allowed 
of by that of good intention; Suarez, 
Angelus, Lopes, &c, all agree.* 

KIN Gs are bound to be deſtroyers of 
their Proteſtants ſubjects, on pain of ex- 
communication and depoſition : Should he 

| bind 

Vid. Roſar. beat. Virg. & Antiphon. de Domin. &c, 

d Conc. Tr. 6. c. 2. Can. 3. Longobard. I. 4. diſt. 45. 


© Grot. I. 2. cap. 11. Num. 12. Decretal, Greg. IX. 
I. 5. cap. ult. Omni debito fidelitatis dominii obligations - 
hæreticos privatos eſſe, &c, e 
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bind himſelf by never ſo many oaths, or 
promiſes to them, they muſt not be kept 


WWW with them becauſe hereticks. On this bot- 


tom the 1r:/þ acted, when they deſtroyed 
ſuch Proteſtants as ſurrender'd to them on 
atticles*. 

 InsTEAD of anſwering any holy pur- 
poſe, Popery is a ſyſtem of politicks to 
enſlave the nations, and aggrandize the 


clergy : Its calculated for all tempers; it 


ſtoops ſo low, as to provide a pardon to 
delude ſuch who reſolve not to change 
their lives*. | 
Have we not cauſe to eſteem this fal- 
vation great in this reſpect? We were ſaved 
from Rome, whoſe hierarchy wants not one 
mark of the antichriſt ; from the Roman- 
church, that mother of abominations, whence 
ſo many chriſtian churches derived the in- 
fection; in which meet the ſeveral enor- 
mities of Sodom, Egypt, and Babylon ; 
which names the Spirit ſtigmatizeth her 
with, as having reſpe& to her filthineſs, 
cruelty, and idolatry. God faved us from 
the greateſt hazard of eternal miſery, which 
he threatneth for compliance with this 
church, (fince the reformed churches were 
erected) above any other ſect or party. 
if 


Navar. c. 12. N. 14. Conc. Later. ſub. Inn. III. 
Conc, Conftan. Seſſ. 19. Crab. tom. 2. p. 947. 


ell did Poje Martin V. fix this on the Duke of 
Lithuania, Scito te mortaliter peccare fi fidem ſeryabis da- 
tam hæreticis. Cochlæus Hiſtor. Huſſit. lib. 5. 
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F any man worſhip the beaſt, and his SE RM. 


image, and receive his mark in his fore- 


III. 


head, or in his hand, the ſame ſhall drink SN 


of the wrath of God, &c. And he ſhall bet 
tormented with fire and brimſtome in the 
preſence of the holy angels, and of the lamb. 

THrvs you have our deliverance conſi- 
dered, as to the miſchiefs Ire/and was re- 
deemed from. 

2. TyHz danger and obnoxzouſneſs of 
Ireland to theſe foreſt miſeries were great, 
and ſcarce avoidable. 

EXTREME hazards do heighten a de- 
liverance, On this account alſo was our 
ſalvation great. Whence could we expect 
it? what was there to render it probable? 
The boaſts of the IJriſb were not eſteemed 
vain, conſidering their advantages, whilſt 
our hopes were on the confines of deſpair, 
All proſpect of relief was reduced to a 
ſmall point of time, and means leaſt pro- 
miſing. 

TH E deſign of this rebellious inſurrec- 
tion was univerſally laid, which ſucceeded 
in moſt places according to their project, 
People from ſeveral counties were ſecretly 
lodged in Dublin, without any publick ob- 
ſervation. Matters were ſo far prepared, 
that all things promiſed ſucceſs, and in a 
very few hours to be put in execution, by 

| K ſurpri- 

f Bagari3iCgras, He ſhall be racked with anguiſh of 
mind, and torments of body. 


— 


Ev. xliv. 


9, 10. 
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SE RM. ſurprizing the caſtle and ſtores: But he 


who makes one in the moſt ſecret deſigns, 
interpoſed in this extremity, and ſaved the 
city and caſtle by a ſeaſonable diſcovery, 
in this manner : 

ONE Macmohan acquainted Owen O 
Conally (another Jriſpman) with all their 
purpoſes. O Conally urged him to diſcgver 
it, which did expoſe him to ſuſpicion and 
threatnings. They being jealous of him, 
would not ſuffer him to go out of their 
company: But, late at night, O Conally 
pretended neceſſity to eaſe himſelf; they 
ſent one with him as a guard, but he 
leaped over a fence, and ſo eſcaped, and 
acquainted Sir William Parſons (one of the 
juſtices) with the plot, That the Iriſb were 
in the city, that next morning they would 
ſurprize the caſtle, and poſſeſs the city; 
which when accompliſhed, they reſolved 
to deſtroy all the Proteſtants ; adding, that 
at the fame time the :;/þ would be in 
arms in all parts of the kingdom to maſſa- 
cre the Proteſtants, men, women and chil- 
dren. 

TE E juſtices and council, by this no- 
tice, preſerved the city, which was within 
a few hours of deſtruction; and thereby 
prevented the loſs of the whole kingdom, 
thus within a ſtep of death. But the ſa- 
3 that place did not remove all the 
difficulties that lay in the way of our deli- 


verance. 


Tur 
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Tu E Triſb were exceeding numerous SE RM. 
above the Engliſb, more than twenty to III. 
one; they poſſeſſed in a few days almoſt ww vo. - 


the whole kingdom, deſtroying the En- 
gliſb as you have heard. 

TE were yet more formidable, as 
they were ſtrangely abetted, not only by 
the Pope, who excited them, and allowed 
their cauſe, but even by ſuch as gloried in 
a Proteſtant name: To ſay nothing of 
commiſſions from England, which they 
boaſted of, though perhaps only pretended. 
Yet it is plain, that a great part of that 
army, which the Lord Strafford raiſed in 
Ireland, to enſlave England, was engaged 
in this rebellion : Several officers had paſſes 
for Ireland ſoon after the beginning of the 
rebellion, and as ſoon as landed, appeared 
at the head of the Iriſb. All the impor- 
tunity of the parliament here, could, after 
a long time, procure but forty proclama- 
tions to be printed, wherein the 1r;/þ were 
declared rebels, and none of thoſe to be 
publiſhed without farther orders. In a 
proclamation ſoon after, they are called 
ſubjects; the Earl of Leiceſter, the Lord 
Lieutenant, was forbid to go for Ireland: 
Commiſſioners from the rebels courted 
here, they from the Proteſtants frowned 
at. When the Engliſb had got great ad- 
vantages againſt the I1r:/þ, orders are ſent 
to the Lord of Ormond to make a ceſſation, 
and ſeveral of the honeſt members of the 

K 2 council 
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SERM. council impriſoned for oppoſing it. Soon 
III. after a peace is concluded, upon articles 
GOV utterly deſtructive to the Engliſb intereſt, 


both religious and civil: Upon this many 
of them are brought over for England and 
Scotland to fight for the king. It was not 
long, but matters were ſo contrived, that 
-—A yep of the Engliſh called royaliſts, 
joined with the 1rz/> under the Lord of 
Ormond, deſtroying fuch Proteftants as 
would not concur with them. The 1r:þ 
thus encouraged 5, became again maſters of 
almoſt all Treland, except Dublin and Lon- 
donderry ; and an army of near thirty thou- 
ſand beſiege Dublin, no way doubting to 
become foon maſters of it, conſidering the 
ſmall force, and poor works which were 
its ſecurity, 

You ſee that all Proteſtants were not 
formerly averſe to the 1r;/þ no more than 
now; the ſame ſpirit will act alike under 
the fame circumſtances, yet many inftances 
will not caution againſt ſuch. Under theſe 
hardſhips and difficulties our deliverance 
groaned. Many years it lay between life 
and death in theſe ſtruggles; we might 
well cry, We know not what to do; but our 
eyes are unto thee, O Lord; and that was 
not in vain, for the Lord faved us, not- 
withſtanding the advantages of our ene- 

mies, 


s At the treaty of Uxbridge, the King's commiſſioners 
would not at all agree to that propoſition of the parlia- 


_ That a war ſhould be entered into againſt the 1r;/ 
rebels. 
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mies, and our own weakneſs. He made SE RRN. 
thoſe mountains a way, and claimeth the III. 
higher acknowledgments, by breaking throw 
ſuch obſtacles for our relief. 
3. THE appearances of God in Fre- 

land's deliverance, were glorious and con- | 
vincing. He ſaved us with an out-ſtretched 1 
arm, forcing this aſſurance in all men, 
That verily he is a God that judgeth in the Pal. lviii. 
earth b. 5. 

I MiGnurT inſtance moſt remarkable 
preſervations of many particular perſons ; 
but as to that, I will confine myſelf to 
Mrs. Teate ; She was, with others, driven - 
naked from her dwelling ; ſhe had a child [ 
ſucking on her breaſt, but neither meat 
nor drink to ſupport her ; wandering in a : bt 
wood, where ſhe was hiding, on the way 1 
to Dublin, her milk was dried up, the 
babe ready to periſh, ſhe reſolved to leave 
the child, and not ſee it die in this an- 
guſh : But as ſhe was laying it down, ſhe 
finds covered in the Snow under her feet, 
a ſucking-bottle full of warm milk, where- 
by God faved the life of the infant. 


TH E common falvation affordeth ama- 1 : 
Zing indications of God's power. He di- ** 
vided the 1r;/b by the Pope's Nuncio, and | - 


many other ways; he diſpirited them be- 
yond what is uſual, ſtruck ſuch a terror 
m4 < into 

n 982 D'YD2U, Not only paſſing ſentence, but 
executing it, in puniſhing the wicked, and delivering the 
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into them, as rendred a few Engliſb vic 
torious over multitudes ; yea, a few ſick 


men have routed a great body of their 


Zech. xi. 
17. 


Exod. vi. 
6. 


Pf. Pxvii. 


t4: 


ſtrongeſt ſoldiers. Their counſels were 
infatuated: The ſword of God was evident 
on their right eye. 

H o w did vengeance overtake them, and 
the God of recompence made them drink 
deep in the cup they had forced on others ? 
He gave them blood to drink, for they were 
worthy. His three ſweeping judgments were 
commiſſioned againſt them, and each ac- 
compliſhed its meſſage on thouſands. Mul- 
titudes were ſtarved by the famine; the 
plague ſpared them not, and the ſword 
devoured, What numbers loſt their lives 
in Ireland? England and Scotland found 
graves for many of theſe bloody creatures. 
Several thouſands of them were called hi- 
ther by king Charles I. they entered into 
a vow againſt the covenant and puritans; 
but neither was much hurt by them, nor 
their friends much profited. God found 
a way to follow them with vengeance, and 
few returned back. The ſame eye watched 
thoſe twenty-five hundred which were ſent 
to Scotland. Thus God redeemed us with 
great judgments, and made bare his arm : 
His jealouſy ſuſtained him, whilſt he re- 
ſcued us from the deſtroyers ; whenas till 
the laſt ſtroke, the ſtrength of the Prote- 
ſtants was very diſproportionable. Wha 
can refuſe to ſay, Thou art the God that 


4 
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deft wonders, thou haſt declared thy ſtrength SR RM. 
among the people. | III. 

4. THE effects of Ireland's deliverance WWW 
was very benign and extenſive. 

A SALVATION may very well be eſti- 
mated by the good it produceth; and its 
rare that the good is not proportionable 
to the wonders whereby the deliverance is 
accompliſhed. On this account was our 
redemption ſignal; the ſettlement of Je- 
land became more firm, the Proteſtant re- 
ligion obtained more extenſively than be- 
fore was poſſible; the 177/þ weakned them- 
ſelves, and the miſchiefs deſigned againſt 
the Proteſtants, fell on their own heads ; 
the 1ri/ forfeitures augmented the num- 
ber of Engliſb planters. Had not an old 
Popiſh deſign (though more diſcovered, at 
leaſt believed of late) governed our ſettle- 
ment, on the reſtauration of the royal fa- 

mily, an 1r;/þ intereſt could never have 
been rampant there, nor have bid for it by 
any dangerous ſtruggle. 

Bu T alas! from that time the ſnake 
was cheriſhed, many Iriſb murderers re- 
ſtored to the defrauding of the adventu- 
rers and ſoldiers. In a little time their 
influence became ſo great, that their vote 
determined moſt of our publick offices; 
an addreſs to them was the fure way to 
make an intereſt ; though had our gentry 
encouraged the Engliſi more, and the 1r:/þ 
leſs, they had been ſafer. By theſe things 

| K 4 matters 
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matters ripened to their preſent criſis. 
However, for a great while, Ireland reaped 


A the fruits of this mercy; peace, plenty, 


liberty, trade, made that land flouriſh to 
the envy of ſuch mean ſpirits, who can 
attempt no means to thrive, but by de- 
preſſing their neareſt. friends. 

Treland's deliverance, which was owing 
to England, did in ſome meaſure affect 
your own ſafety: Had that country been 
unreduced, much miſery had broke forth, 
which by our redemption is ſtifled in the 
womb of probability. And its manifeſt, 
that while a Proteſtant intereſt was ſup- 
ported in Jreland, there could no nurſery 
of inſtruments be raiſed to ſet up Popery 
and ſlavery among you. I deny not, we 
had ſome Proteſtants fit enough for ſuch 
deſigns, if the late King's wiſdom had 
ſerved to employ them: But the infatua- 
tion which excluded them from ſervice in 
Ireland, made others of the ſame temper 
uſeleſs in England, as being convinced that 
their own employments here muſt ceaſe, 
as ſoon as profeſſed Papiſts could be found 
to fill up their room. Hereby the means 
of our preſent ruin, became an occaſion 
of England's ſafety. 

Tusk things may ſerve to expreſs the 
greatneſs of Jreland's deliverance. Each 
particular is an argument to inforce the 
next exhortation; vig, 


| Exhort, 
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Exhort. Be perſuaded to acknowledge God 
reat. 


Can ſuch a mercy be received, and but 
a common tribute be paid to the ſole au- 
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4 . III. 
with praiſes anſwerable to a deliverance ſ . 


thor of it? Aſcribe ye the higheſt praiſe 


to our God, theſe were his doings, and 
they were marvellous in our eyes, It well 


becomes us to ſay, Who is lige unto thee, Exod. xv. 
11. 


O Lord, among the Gods; who is hike thee, 
glorious in holineſs, fearful in praiſe, doing 
wonders? We are monuments of his glory, 
and witneſſes to his mighty workings a- 
mong the children of men. We alone are 
not capable of becoming-praiſes for what 
he hath done; he deſerves the admiring 
thoughts of all that hear theſe wonders: 
We beſeech all to join us, that our ac- 


knowledgments may be the higher, O) Pal. 
that men would praiſe the Lord for his good- 21 


neſs, and for his * wonderful works to Ire- 
land ; bleſs him with us, bleſs him for us. 
You that join in this celebration, ſpeak to 
us as Jethro did, Bleſſed be the Lord who 
bath delivered you out of the hand of the 
Egyptians: Now I know that the Lord 1s 
greater than all gods; for in the thing 
wherein they dealt proudly, he was above 
them. | | 


HE 


i The word renderd wonderful, is derived of ND 3 
noting, that thefe works are ſeparated from man's con- 
ception, ſkill, and power, Exod. xviii. 10, 11. 


cvii. 
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SxxM. HE pitied Ireland in its low eſtate; 
III. and though his anger did for a while burn 
ke fire, he turned from his indignation, 
and renewed the face of that deſolate coun- 

try. Shall not we read his name in every 

part of our deliverance ? It was altogether 

a redemption becoming himſelf, Herein 

God made himſelf viſible to. us, and to 

the whole world by us. Though we need 

a new deliverance, let him not loſe the 

glory of this that's paſt. If he ſhould, for 

the fins committed after fo great a mercy, 

go no more out with our armies, but leave 

us — as he hath begun to make us, 

all praiſes are due to him, for what 

* ha hath wrought in this deliverance. 

Bur 1s it enough to praiſe him with 
our mouths, or ſpend a few hours to re- 
cord his wonders? No, this would be no 
fit homage to an infinite Spirit ; he cannot 
accept of that for praiſe which is ſo lifeleſs. 
Therefore, if we will praiſe him, 

1. SEE that God have a greater intereſt 
in our ſouls, by what he hath wrought for 
us, 

H1s greatneſs is manifeſt, let him be 
had in higher efteem : Who will not fear 
him more, after his terrible judgments thus 
executed on our enemies? Shall we limit 
the Holy One, or diſtruſt his delivering 
us in the like extremity, when he reſcued 
us out of ſuch depths ? We muſt ſay, The 

xxiii. 3. God of my rock, in him will I truſt ; be is 
my 
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my ſhield, the horn of my ſalvation, my Sa- Sk RN. 
viour. The weakneſs of means ſhould not III. 
diſcourage, the moſt probable means ought WWW. 
not to be idolized, now that we ſee he 
commands deliverances, and doth whatever 
ſeems good to him. Shall we meaſure our 
hopes by the enemies weakneſs, or our 
own ſtrength, allowing little for him that 
ſo convincingly appeareth to be the Lord 
of Hoſts, and the God of Battle ? 

On love him with more ardent affec- 
tions, whoſe goodneſs was at ſuch expence 
to entitle him to our kindneſs! Let him 
have more of our hearts, who in the greateſt 
extremity did relieve us, and blefs us with 
our lives, our eſtates, our peace, and, above 
all, with our religion. 

2. Le T us ive this deliverance to the 

real honour of our God that ſaved us. 
W1THouT this, our mercy becomes 
our ſnare; and that which was for our 
good, will turn to our harm. God did not 
deliver us to work abomination; he de- 
ſigned not thoſe bleſſings for fuel to our 
luſts, which he gave us to render our ſer- 
vice to him more enlarged and chearful. 
He expects men ſhould pay the vows to 
him, when delivered, which they made to 
him in their diſtreſs; and dedicate thoſe 
things to his praiſe, which he granted them 
by his wonders. They praiſe God unac- 
ceptably, that live not more like faints. 
The richeſt offerings are not valuable, if 
men 
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SERM. men yield not themſebves to the Lord that 
III. ſaved them, and live his praiſes. Thoſe 
. mae deliverances are of ſhort duration, which 
bexviii.7, are acknowledged by bare words, and diſ- 
58, 67, owned by groſs miſcarriages. People may 
_ read their future doom, when they provoke 
God after fignal mercies, in thoſe words 
Ezra ix. Of the Scribe; Should we again break thy 
14. commandments, wouldſi not thou be angry 
with us, till thou hadſt conſumed us? fo 
that there ſhould be no remnant, nor eſca- 
ping. Oh! that Ireland had been awed 
hereby to a forbearance of thoſe ſins which 
now have provoked God to expoſe us to 
the former rebukes, and to repent him of 
that deliverance which we are now re- 
membering. Our return to God for the 
former mercy, muſt be very unſuitable, 
and defective, that God (in leſs than fifty 
years) repeats the ſame national calamities. 
T E ſenſe I have of the preſent. frame 
of the 1r:/þ Proteſtants, almoſt prevents 
my proceeding to the next obſervation. My 
mind is often exerciſed with this thought, 
Will God twice, in one age, deliver a peo- 
le from national ruin, who have ſo viſi- 
bly abuſed their firſt mercy, and ſeem fo 
far from repenting under their preſent 
diſtreſs? I ſhall however ſay ſomewhat 

to this next particular, 


SECT. 
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Obſ. 2. Paſt deliverances are ſome ground © 
to hope that God will yet deliver. 
Wx gain, by being ſaved once, an aſſu- 
rance that God is able to ſave us again. 
When God hath once delivered, we may 
conclude the good-will of God to repeat 
that deliverance, unleſs ſome great forfei- 
ture prevent it, or the deſigns of provi- 
dence be greatly altered. 
FoRMER mercies are allowed by the 
Holy Spirit, to be argued as arguments 
with God for renewing thoſe mercies, yea, 
adding to them. | 
Wren God hath ſaved from his ene- 
mies, its a plea againſt God's giving us up 
into their hand. Thus pleaded Sampſon, 
Thou haſt given this great deliverance into J 98 08 
the hand of thy ſervant, and now ſhall I © 
fall into the hands of the uncircumciſed? 


APPLICATION. 
t. I HALL fay ſomewhat of the pro- 


bability of our deliverance. 
2. DiRECT you to what may help to- 
wards this deliverance, 
1. I s# ALL endeavour to hint ſome- 
what as to the preſent ſtate of Ireland, and 
conſider what may probably be the event 
of God's preſent dealings with that nation. 
You have heard how we were once deli- 
| | vered 3 


— ——— — ren 
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SRE RM. vered; ſome of us, to our coſt, know the 
III. 
tue of it, the bear was killed; its as true 


danger that nation is in at this time. Its 


the cubs are riſen up ta devour, and Goliah 
at the head of them. Oh! may I add, The 
Lord will yet deliver. I have no revela- 
tion, as David had in the text, and there- 
fore I undertake not poſitively to anſwer 
this queſtion : 

WILL God, that once delivered Ireland 
from the 1ri/þ rebellion begun in forty- 
one, deliver it again from its preſent diſ- 
treſs? 

THro* I dare not be poſitive, I ſhall 
offer, 5 
1. Tur things which may be objected 
againſt God's delivering us. 

2. THE things which give us ſome 
ground to hope that God will yet deliver; 
and then add my conjecture from both. 

I, THERE are many things which may 
weaken our expectations of a new delive- 
rance. 

I w1LL not lay ſtreſs on obftacles from 
econd cauſes, tho they are not inconſide- 
rable; as the 1r:fþ are numerous, diſcipli- 
ned, united, engaged by the higheſt inte- 
reſts and inclinations, ſtrengthned by a 
neighbour tyrant, excited by the prieſts, 
to whom the vulgar are blindly obedient. 
They want not friends in England and 
Scotland; and ſome more capable of fer- 
ving them, by afluming a Proteſtant name; 
our 
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our ſoldiers are not habituated to the ſoil. Sx RIC 


Theſe and many ſuch things affect me not, 


they are all eaſily reſolved in God's omni. 


potency, had we good figns that God 
would but undertake to ſave us, 

Bur our juſt fears are from moral rea- 
fons, which render it ſuſpicious, that di- 
vine indignation will further commiſſion 
our enemies, and blaſt our attempts againſt 
them. 

Ireland hath groſſy abuſed the former 
deliverances; the fins before forty- one, re- 
vived, and continued to eighty- eight: What 
profanench, abuſe of plenty, and irreligion, 
abounded in that nation, ſo lately, and ſo 
miraculouſly, delivered, and that out of the 
foreſt anguiſh ? There is little viſible re- 
pentance under our preſent diſtreſſes; mi- 
niſters and people, conformiſts and non- 
conformiſts, diſcover no temper anſwera- 
ble to the ſore effects of God's diſpleaſure, 
but the contrary. Alas! how doch fin 
abound ſtill, even among ſuch as have 
fled from Ireland, tho' they can hardly 
ſubſiſt? 

Our army there is full of fin; I wiſh 
all be faithful; I hear that very few are 
ſeemingly ſerious. 

Men generally rely on our forces cou- 
rage, and the. contemptiblenets of the 
enemy, allowing nothing for the ſupreme 
influence of the Almighty, who alone can 
ſpirit or diſpirit men as he will, and whoſe 
purpoſes all ſhall execute, I wisH 
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SRM. T wi the ſtrange neglect of Jreland, 
III. is not with God as a provocation to abate 
A ſome mens honour in the relief of it. 
Is there no cloud over England, which 
the ſpeedy deliveranceof Ireland can ſcarce 
conſiſt with? Theſe things may at leaſt 
moderate our confidence. 

2. YET there are many things which 
adminiſter hopes, that God will again deli- 
ver that country. 

Tux enemies are the ſame in principle 
and diſpoſition, as they were, from whom 
God once ſaved us. They are adverſaries 
to God and his truth, whereby his intereſt 
is embarqued in our hazards. | 

Tr E former blood and miſchiefs re- 
main in their ſkirts, the guilt of forty-one 
is not purged away, many of the actors 
are with them, the reſt are their off-ſpring 
and approve of it. They have added new 

| miſchiefs of late to their former rebellion 
I what rapine, and ſpoil, yea blood? God's 
1 people and concernments have been defied, 
and they have been obſtinate in their Po- 
1 piſh errors beyond any people. 

1 Tux cauſe of the Engliſh Proteſtants 
i: 1s good, even the common defence of our 
I religion, lives, and eſtates, from the unjuſt 
attempts of moſt barbarous enemies; its 
the publick good, notorious beyond de- 
bate; its that for which government is 
appointed by God. I think it one of our 


great mercies, that the conſciences of men 
are 


| 
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1 
i 
l 
1 


preached Oct. 23, 1689. 


161 


are delivered from that enſlaving princi- SE RM. 


ple, That a whole nation muſt tamely III. 


yield to be deftroyed by the mere will of 


a prince, notwithſtanding our legal ſecu- 
rities and reſtraints on all abſolute power, 
in the fundamental conſtitution: A doc- 
trine fit for the harangues of ſuch who 
had little to preſerve by the laws, and 
much to get by gratifying the luſts of a 


prince; tho' yet they barely provide for 


their poſterities enjoyment of thoſe eſtates, 
which by their preferments are acquired. 
Soy hath given great pledges of deli- 

verance in ſome remarkable beginnings of 
it: Londonderry is miraculouſly preſerved, 
tho' not altogether by the influence of fuch 
as now aſſume the entire glory. 

Tu E Inniſtilling men (as they are cal- 
led) have proſpered anſwerably to the Pro- 
teſtant 1 in the former rebellion. 
Now it was either inſpired, or of very 
vulgar obſervation, that Haman's wife, and 


wiſemen, ſupgeſt ; F Mordecai be of. the Ed. vi. 


 fſeedof the 
gun to fall, thou ſhalt not prevail againſt 
bim, but ſhalt ſurely fall before bim. 

Ir God deliver not Ireland, the Pro- 
teſtant intereſt in theſe three kingdoms, 
and many other places, can hardly ſubſiſt 
as national; whereas a little apocaliptick 
{kill will direct us, that the work God hath 
in hand, and the time we live in, ſets us 


beyond the ruin of any Proteſtant ſtate, 
L tho 


Jeu, before whom thou huſt be- 3. 
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tho not paſt the ſoreſt ſtruggles and con- 


vulſions. 


VTuxssx things offer us matter of hope, 


that it may be faid of that nation, They 


iv. 27. ſhall be ſafe in their land, and ſhall know 


that I am the Lord, when I have broken 
the bands of their yoke, and delivered them 
out of the hand of thoſe that ſerved them- 
ſelves of them. 

Haix repreſented theſe things that 
may induce, and alſo encourage, our ex- 
pectations, I ſhall humbly offer my thoughts. 
I BELIEVE God will again deliver [re- 
land, the Proteſtant intereſt ſhall revive 
there, our enemies ſhall be overwhelmed, 
and be more broken by this attempt ; but 
yet I cannot hope to ſee that land ſaved fo 
ſuddenly as moſt expect, nor ſo eaſily and 
cheaply as we all defire. Our ftruggles are 
like to be ſuch as may bring the Prote- 
ſtants to repent, and fit them by refor- 
mation to uſe their mercy : God will force 
men to a greater dependance on God as the 
only Saviour; and, it may be, lengthen our 
exerciſe, until many falſe Proteftants be 
diſcovered, and other ſuch ends be ac- 
compliſhed on us. Its rare that God be- 
ins ſuch national afflictive rebukes, and 
ſtens a period to them, before any ſuch 
conſiderable purpoſes be effected, which 
were agreeable to the perfections of his 

nature to intend. 
T 11s 


Fg 


Tuts may ſerve as to the firſt head, SzRM. 
viz. The probability of Ireland's renewed III. 
deliverance. I ſhall now proceed to give ES, 
ſuch counſel as God direQts a people to in 

our caſe, and may contribute to our deli- 
verance. | 

2. LET us reſalve to be, and do, that 
which may render us a people likely to be 
delivered. 

Tno' we cannot merit deliverance by 
any amendment in our frame, or any a& 
we can perform; yet there are qualifica- 
tions which diſpoſe for mercy, and exer- 
eiſes which God enjoins in order to our 
relief, and to which he hath graciouſly 
promiſed the deliverance of a, people. If 2 Chron. 
theſe he neglected, we vainly hope to pro- ***: 26: 
ſper; we ſtrengthen the yoke, we provoke 
God to leave us grappling with our woes, 

— delay, yea, prevent, our expected ble{- 

g8. 

COMPLIANCE with God in theſe, is Jer. xxxr. 
the ſureſt prognoſtick of God's appearances Ia 
for us, as in times paſt. 

IN order to this, I will propoſe theſe 
directions ; 

1. HEARTILY: repent: for Ireland's fing. 

Ha p not we ſinned, God's reſtraints 
had been {till on the wrath of the 1ri/6. 
Our provocations are the great ſprings of 
our diſtreſs; look not at men ſo as to 
overlook your faults : Hoſt not thou Pror Jer. i. 15. 
cured this unto thyſelf ? in that thou haſt 
L 2 - forſaken 


L 17, 
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SERM. forſaken the Lord thy God, when he led thee 
III. by the way. Thy way and thy doings have 
CY procured theſe things unto thee ; this is thy 
PR wickedneſs, becauſe it is bitter, becauſe it 
reachetb unto thy beart. Take repentance 

in its eſſential parts. | 

-- (1.) THEN be convinced wherein you 
have offended; impartially ſearch, and 
humbly acknowledge your tranſgreſſions. 
You have time and loud calls to reflect. 
Who can plead innocency ? and who that 
is guilty, dare be ſo ſtout-hearted: againſt 
God, as not to charge himfelf, eſpecially 
when God writes our ſins in our puniſh- 
ments? Popery is ſet up, but is it not be- 
cauſe you have not lived like Proteſtants? 
We have rebelled againſt God, and he hath 
advanced our enemies above us. We oft 
returned with the dog to the vomit, there- 
Lev. xvii. fore the land hath ſpued us out. God hath 
28. deprived us of our eſtates ; but did not we 
ſpend moſt of them on our luſts; and 
very little to any charitable uſes ? How ſel- 
dom was God worſhipped ? how much 
was he provoked in thoſe houſes that are 
now in aſhes? Let all the hardſhips you 
feel, awaken conſcience, and bind you to 
liſten to its accuſations. Loſe not this op- 
gram for the welfare of your ſouls: 
f you be faithful, you may eternally bleſs 
God for your loſſes, as well as more ſud- 


denly repair them. 
"4 (2.) WHEN 
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(2.) WHEN your fins are ſet before you, SERM. 
bitterly mourn for them. Bewail the fins III. 
of others, which thou haſt made thy own va 
by not grieving for them. Mourn moſt | 
for all thoſe iniquities thou haſt commit- 
ted. Canſt thou, without ſelf-abhorrence, 
remember thy fraud and oppreſſion ? the 
ſabbaths thou haſt profaned? the .oaths 
which God hath heard from thy mouth? 
Ought not tears run down thine eyes, now 
that the hand of God is againſt thee for 
waſting thy time, reſiſting the Spirit of 
God, mocking at religion, trifling with 
the eternal God by formal and heartleſs 
devotions ? "et 

On! that we could afflict our own 
ſouls, whilſt God is embittering our na- 
tional ſins, and receive inſtruction by his 
rod. Oh! the perjury, injuſtice, gluttony, 
pride, uncleanneſs, contempt of the goſpel, 
murder, and other crimes, which that land 
did groan under! What frothineſs, enmity 
againſt the power of religion, errors, igno- 
rance, idleneſs, and ſuperſtition, appeared 
in too many, on whom it was incumbent 
to warn and recover others! Selfiſhneſs, 
formality, and diviſions, who can tolera- 
bly acquit themſelves from ? What work 
have we made for ſorrow ? how ripe were 
we for judgments, before God inflicted 
them? Juſt is God in all that is come 
upon us: He was weary with repentings, 
ere he ſummoned our calamities to teſtify _ 
TY L 3 _ againſt 
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III. 
wants, What contempt .you meet with, 
let it teach you to bluſh for your offences, 
whereby you have brought your chriſtian 


Iſa. xxii. 
12, 14. 


Jer. vii. 3. 


A Thankſgiving S ERMON, 
us. You that never mourned for 
fin in your plenty, mourn for fm in your 


profeſſion under reproach, Inſtead of fret- 
ting at your hardſhips, bemoan the provo- 
cations which brought you into them. 
God calls to weeping and mourning, woe 
to ſuch as deſpiſe it. | 

(3.) Amend your hearts and doings; vow 
reformation, and be ſure to pay it. 
you harbour a reſolve to fin as yau have 
done? Will nothing reclaim you? Can 
nothing alter you? How will you reckon 
with God at the great day, for your pre- 
ſent affliction, if your luſts baffle it, and 
break out in the fame inſtances ? 

Trinx what God expects from you, 
what men may expect from you under 
what you feel. Can you hope that God 


will deliver you, whilſt you are unwilling 


to leave a fin for his fake? Will he ſubdue 
your enemies, when you harbour his, and 
will not put them away? Do you find 
any delight by fin, which countervails your 
preſent diſtreſs for it? What then will it 
be to endleſs burnings? = 

SHovLD God be pleaſed to fave Trelani 
whilſt the Proteſtants continue as wick 
as before, our calamities would ſoon fe- 
turn, and our ſafety, in the mean while, 


Hoſ iv. 1j. be the greateſt plague. To be 'giyen up 
| | 10 


1 Adv Io. DIST wow FOI 
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to fin as irreclaimable, is the worſt ſymp- 
tom a man or a nation can be under. 
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S ERM. 


"ME 


HARDEN not your hearts againſt this WW 


admonition. Let 1/-ael be your example 
in amendment, and then you may look on 


it as a preſident for mercy : And they put Judg. x. 


for the miſery of Iſrael. 

CARRY not back to Ireland the fame 
vicious inclinations which you brought 
thence with you ; get a ſpirit more holy, 
and devoted to the ſervice of God and your 
country; hold not faſt thoſe fins which 
made you unfit for your places, and plagues 
to the land, as far as you contributed to 
make it guilty, and thereby miſerable : If 
we refuſe, I know not how much we con- 
tribute to prolong the miſeries of our bre- 
thren there, as well as our own, See how 


away the ſtrange gods from among them, and 16. 
ſerved the Lord, and his ſoul was grieved 


Nineveh reformed by a warning, and ſhall Jon. iii 


not we do ſo, that feel ſo much? 
2. CONTRIBUTE your utmoſt Belp to 
the reducing of that country, | 
SUCH as are able, ſhould put their 
hands to it. I know, as matters ſtood, it 
was a vain attempt, when you left that 
place; but now let not cowardiſe or idle- 


_ neſs reſtrain you; God's cauſe, and your 


own concern, require it. If any object in- 
capacity of getting thither in a condition 
for ſervice, I can only anſwer, with a com- 
paſſionate wiſh, Oh! that likely men were 

L4 employed! 
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SERM. employed! good men that are likely to 


III. 


be bleſſed ; men intereſted in Treland, * 


are certain to be faithful. Its pity that they 


» Chron, 


xiv. 
E32. 


who killed the bear, ſhould not fight the 


Phbiliſtine; and they whom God delivered 


once, ſhould not be employed the ſecond 
time. | 

HoweveR, ſuch as cannot remove thi- 
ther, ſhould do their utmoſt here for the 
help of that place. Let us intreat and 
perſuade ſuccour, if we can do no more; 
not fretting at paſt unſucceſsfulneſs, to the 
irritating of ſuch as muſt help us, or ex- 
poſing the common intereſt, by the ad- 
vantage that bad men may take from our 
too quick reſentments, though they pro- 
ceed from our feeling, not our ill-will. 
3. Bx earneſt in prayer to that God, 
who is ready to hear, and able to help. 

Lranxx what fervent prayer meaneth ; 
ſuch miſeries ſhould open the dumb mouth, 
and quicken the drowſy ſpirit. We ſhould 
all learn to plead our cauſe with God, for 
diſtreſs ſuggeſts argument and fervour too. 

I FEAR ſome of you have too much 
time to ſpare; you may uſe it to good 
purpoſe, by giving yourſelves to prayer: 
cry often, and ſtrongly to that God, who 
is not faine. nor weary ; his fitneſs to ſave 


us now, is not leſs for ſaving us once. 


PRAYER hath done great things; it is of 
mighty force with God, to put his power 


on work. A ſpirit of prayer is a certain 


preſage 
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reſage of deliverance, and it will ſweeten, SE RM . 
heighten, and ſecure a mercy, that it was III. 
prayer obtained it. —— 

PLEAD therefore with God; Say ye, 1 Chron. 
Save us, O God of our ſalvation, and ga- . 35. 
ther us together, and deliver us from the 
heathen, that we may give thanks to thy holy 
name, and glory in thy praiſe. What if 
you ſhould urge God, as 1/rael did; We Judg. x. 
have finned againſt thee, do unto us whatſo- 3 
ever ſeemeth good unto thee ; deliver us only, 
we pray thee, this day. 

As we ſhould pray for God's help in 
this thing, ſo pray for hearts fitted to im- 
prove it. I can hardly wiſh a conqueſt 
for our return, till reformation make us 
fitter for it. I think we have alſo cauſe 
to beſeech him, that if there be a delive- 
rance on God's part, there may be a deli- 
verance on man's part: If he give the 
victory, that men may not refuſe the for- 
feitures *, leſt growing miſeries be entailed 

on Ireland from age to age. * 

I HALL enforce theſe directions wich 
this motive: 

THE condition of the Proteſtants in 
Ireland, is very diſmal. You have all 
need to repent. and pray, for they who 
are here, did eſcape but with the ſein of Job xix. 
their reth, for the moſt part. How _ 


k I apprehend the author's meaning is, That men may 


not refuſe taking the, advantage of the forfeitures which 


our enemies will make by this rebellion as had been done 
in former inſtances, 


r70 
SERM, 
III. to eat; they who lately abounded, depend 
on charity, and are forced to beg. 
Tnty who are {till in Feland, are in 
ſore anguiſh and diſtreſs. How deſolate is 


A Thankſgiving-Ss RMO wv, 
are their ſtraits! the rich-have not bread 


the North? thouſands are periſhed, I hear, 
from a diſſenting miniſter, That hardly one 
man of ſeven of his congregation but pe- 
riſhed in Derry. By the way, I'll tell you, 
the burden of the work, and miſery in that 
town, fell on the diſſenters, being ten to 
one of the conformiſts, tho? it ſeems their 
graves deſerve not a paper-inſcription. 
SUCH as have their livelihoods in Ulſter, 
are fo ſpoiled, and poor, that they cannot 
fit down with hope of living. But, alas! 
how much more calamitous is the ſtate of 
ſuch as are yet in the power of the Jriſb? 
Their houſes robbed, their ſtocks waſted, 
the moſt of the men in priſons, and like 
to ſtarve this winter by cold and famine. 
Thas lingering death is like to be as terri- 
ble as the former maſſacres, and many are 
daily ſubject even to that: Not a few have 
already been barbarouſly murdered. What 
awful days, and frightful nights, paſs over 
them? What intolerable inſolencies do they 
bear from the French and Iriſh, who now 
are their inmates? 1am credibly informed, 
that in ſome parts of Munſter, there's ſcarce 
a woman from the age of ten to ſixty, that 
is not raviſned. This is the ſtratagem of 
the prieſts, to make the caſe of the ſoldiers 
| deſperate, 
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deſperate. Hath Popery loſt its ſting, when 8ERN. 
it acts thus againſt Proteſtants, whom its III. 
all policy to court for a while? 2 

WIIIL not theſe things excite your re- 
pentance and prayer, that ſo God may be 
enclined to haſten the relief of thoſe poor 
creatures? If you have any bowels of pity, 
be ſerious and importunate. 


I snarLL addreſs a few words to ſuch % the 
of this auditory who belong not to Ireland, E Elin. 
My requeſt to you is, That you would 
treat the Irifþ Proteſtants according to 
their condition: Look at them with a be- 
coming concern; they are bone of your 
bone, they are of one faith with you, they 
have been delivered once by the mighty 
hand of God, and he will yet deliver them. 

Dteny not to relieve them in their pre- 
ſent ſtraits; there cannot be greater nor 
fitter objects than may be found among 
them; grudpe not to help on their deli- 
verance ; pray for them; let them be ſtill 
upon your hearts; England was never 
forgotten by many of us. Murmur not 
under any taxes the reducing of that 
kingdom may bring upon you: Shall ſuch 
a tribe be loſt for want of your utmoſt 
help? 

Irs your advantage that our miſeries are 

our warnings; by us you may 2 

rn to reform your miſcarriages, and ſo 
keep off the judgments which we ſuffer. 
pn Treland 
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SERM. Ireland now is under the force of that 


ſtorm, which lately more threatned Eng- 


ana; this war begun in your bowels, and 


was ' transferr'd to us by unaccountable 
means on all hands. Its equally ſtrange, 
that the late king ſhould be neceſſitated to 
that place, by a needleſs forſaking of this 
city; or that he ſhould, by the influence 
of his ſeeming enemies (ho real friends) 
find that kingdom in a caſe to receive him. 
Need I add, that you will be concluded 
by our caſe: If we be not delivered, you 
will ſoon feel calamity ; we cannot periſh 
alone ; if God do fave us, your cloud will 
blow over as to popiſh threats. Ireland 
is the place that England's doom depends 
on ; the-war cannot be long confined with- 
in that land, at leaſt the iſſue will not. 
Though your deliverance be begun by the 
marvellous ſucceſſes of our gracious king 
William, it is not perfect before Ireland 
IS reduced : So that to 1 to reſcue us, 

is your on true intereſt. 
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Hos EA X. 12 

Sow to yourſelves in righteouſneſs, 
reap in mercy : break up your 
fallow ground; for it is time 10 
ſeek the Lord, till he come, and 
rain ri you. © 
righreouſneſs upon yo | 


E prophet joineth counſdl 
with — — -amend- 
ment is that he calleth them 

to, asa means to ſave them. 
That he might induce them 
L do this, he repreſents their 
aggravated fins, and the dangers to which 
they were expoſed by their provocations. 
Yet leſt this call ſhould ſtill be uneffec- 
tual, through-an opinion that repentance 
could 
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SE RN. could avail little to a people fo guilty, 
IV. he added, that if they returned to Gog, 
GY V their fins, tho' great, ſhould not prevent 
mercy ; and the threatned judgments, tho 

near, might be diverted, | 

By this text God proclaims, not anly 
to particular perſons, but to nations, how 
deſireable it is ta him to execute his good- 

\ neſs; and his extreme backwardneſs to 
' avenge himſelf on the moſt provoking 
kingdoms, unleſs they add impenitency, 
under folemn warnings, unto their rebel- 
lion. 

Gop ſeems to addreſs himſelf to 
Ephraim, to this purpoſe, Thou art a 
yery guilty people, yet turn, that I may 
forgiye : art on the very brink of 
ruin; thy obſtinateneſs is ſo natorious, that 
it will not conſiſt with the rules or credit 
of my government, to ſpare thee longer, 
Oh yet be perſuaded to render thyſelf a 
ſubject capable of my kindneſs. I have 
long pleaded, and thou ſeemeſt even un- 

perſuadable: Yet I will make one further 
eſſay; I will try thee once more: Sow 10 
your/ebves in righteouſneſs. 

Firſt, Tax words containeth ſome of 
the eſſentials of repentance, and ſuppoſe 
the reſt. Under a metaphor from tillage, 
God applieth himſelf in the deſcription of 
this duty; g. d. 1. He that will repent 
muſt deal with his indiſpoſed heart: Brea* 
4% the fallow ground. Whatever pain or 
difficulty 
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difficulty attends ſo barren or obſtinate a Sr 2a. 
frame of ſou], you muſt ſtrive with your» IV. 
ſelves, pluck up thoſe weeds, ſtrike at the vw 
root of your luſts, which render the fruits 
of righteouſneſs impoſſible, This ſenſe of 
that clauſe is more evident from thoſe 
words of another prophet, Break up the Jer. iv. 3. 
fallow ground; ſow not among thorns. 2. 
| When the heart is thus prepared, we mult 
| proceed to proper acts of reformation : 
Sow to yourſelves in righteouſneſs . Let the 
rule of righteouſneſs be obſerved in your 
hearts and ways, be juſt to God and men, 
return to God in fincerity, be and do what 
may argue you to be trees of righteouſneſs. If. lxi. 3. 
Do thus to your/ebves, i. e. leave it not to 
others; or, you ſhall reap the advantage of 
it yourſelves, if you repent. 3. Vou muſt 
alſo feek the Lord; i. e. worſhip God, and 
not idols, as hath been your way. Follow 
after him, who is departed from you ; call 
upon him, crave his grace to help you; 
but be not fatisfied with faint and ſhort 
attempts: perſiſt in this work till you find 
his favour in the bleſſed effects of it, even 
till be come and rain, &c. Theſe heads of 
repentance this text affords. | 
Secondly, Tu is repentance is urged from 
variety of arguments, but principally from 
this, That national mercies would certainly 


follow this national repentance. 
Reap 
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S ERM. Reap in mercyb. Its promiſed more 
IV. ftrongly, than if it had been ſaid · indica- 
V tively, you ſhall reap in the future tenſe, 
Being put thus imperatively, the import 
of it is this: You have no more to do, but 
poſſeſs your mercies upon your repentance; 
mercy will of itſelf grow from that root. 
God hath provided all antecedent cauſes; 
he hath ordained the connexion, and it 
lies on him to make a repenting people 
happy. - You may be aſſured of this; for 
that which was mere mercy in making the 
promiſe, is become an act of righteouſneſs 
by the promiſe: You may now expect it 
from God as juſt; in which ſenſe I take 
that clauſe, fill he come, and rain righte- 
ouſneſs upon you. That which was mercy 
in the firſt part of the verſe, is righteouſ- 
neſs in the laſt part. I know its true doc- 
trine to ſay, till God beſtow on you holy 
inclinations, and ability to perform ; but 
that's not the moſt deſigned ſenſe. He 
further argues, from the plenty of thoſe 
bleſſings which God would afford on their 
Ezek. Tepentance: Till he come, and rain righte- 
xxxiv. 26. ]. The returns of God to a repent- 
ing people, are in a fulneſs of bleſſing; 

and there ſhall be ſhowers of bleſſings. 
THERE is one motive more, v/z. The 
\ ſeaſonableneſs: Its time to ſeek the Lord. 
Its high time, and but barely ſo; you can- 
not ſay there is no hope, though you mult 
Þ Reap at the face of mercy, or immediately. - 
repent 
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nt ſoon or not at all. The conſidera- SE RM. 
tion of this paraphraſe muſt lead any one IV. 
to the caſe that I am to handle. Can any 
ſerious ſpirit think it vain to aſk, What is 
that national repentance, which may give 
a ſinful people hope of mercy ? Which 1s 
the fame with the caſe as it is given me. 

What repentance of national ſins doth God 
require, as ever we may expect national 
nercies? ; 

I Have led you to it by this text, that 
it may not ſeem a melancholy fancy, a 
myſtery not to be handled, or a needleſs 
inquiry. 

ITs an awful caſe : Its not put to ſa- 
tisfy your curioſity, but to guide your 
fears and hopes. Its not only to direct 
your minds to a right judgment of the 
matter, but to excite your hearts to that 
repentance which may afford us hope in 
the midſt of our dangers and guiltineſs. 
Its the happineſs or miſery of nations 
which are concerned in it: Its the only 
remedy that a ſinful nation can uſe or turn 
to. God is peremptory; Except you re- Luke xiii. 
bent, you fhall all kkewtſe periſh®. ä 

My work is, 1. To reſolve the caſe in 
general, 2. To apply the caſe reſolved to 
our own nation. I ſhall uſe this method. 
As to the firſt : 


M I, SHEW 


Arlt, utterhy be deſtroyed. 


Of REeEPENTANCE 


8 K c T. I 


I. SHEW you what is ſuppoſed in the 
caſe as ſtated. 

2. EXPLAIN the terms, national fins 
and mercies. 

3. STATE the caſe itſelf, 

4. PRopost the difficulties that attend 
the reſolution of it. 

5. RESOLVE the caſe, which the fore- 
mentioned particulars will much conduce 
to. I ſhall, as proof to this reſolution of 
the caſe, 


1. EvIDENCE that the repentance ex- 
preſſed in the fifth head, ' doth ordinarily 
afford ground of our expectation of natio- 
nal mercies, notwithſtanding national fins, 

2. THAT when this repentance is not 
m a nation, we cannot ordinarily expect 
national mercies. 


Firſt, TnEsx things are ſuppoſed in the 
caſe as ſtated. Where there is ſin, there 
ought to be repentance. There are natio- 
nal fins, as well as perſonal fins; and a 
nation, as ſuch, becomes guilty by national 
fins. There are mercies which attend 2 
people as a community: Our national 
fins have removed national mercies, or at 
leaſt prevent and ſuſpend the beſtowing of 
theſe mercies. God requires a repentance 
for national ſins, and that as a means of 

| OO - national 
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national mercies. There may be a repen- SERM. 
tance which may be defective to this end, IV. 
and from which we cannot groundedly SY 
expect ſuch mercies. That there 1s a re- 
pentance for national fins, which, if we 
arrive at, may warrant our expectation of 
national mercies. Theſe, and ſuch like, 
are ſuppoſed as the caſe is ſtated, and 
therefore I paſs them by. 


Secondly, I SHALL enquire what nati- 
onal fins are, and what national mercies 
are. The reſt of the terms in the caſe 
will be handled under other heads. 

Queſt. What are national fins in the 
queſtion ? | 

Anſw. Suck groſs fins as render a na- 
tion guilty, and expoſe it to national judg- _ 
ments, and forfeit national mercies: When Enek. xiv. 
the land finneth againſt me by treſpaſſing Us 
grievouſly, then will I ſtretch out my hand“. 
Whatſoever fins God hath threatned to 
deſtroy a body of people for, are in the 
queſtion, | 

TH E anſwer directs us to conſider theſe 
ſeveral parts of it. 
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Firſt, Tu ksꝝE fins are groſs in their na- 
ture; they are not ſins of infirmity, or ſins 
which ordinary care, labour, and watch- | 
fulneſs, could not prevent. They are called 
bloody crimes, You may find them enu- Eaer. vii. 
| M 2 merated, 23: 
: "v0 "ya? Wilfally and repeatedly againſt God's 


code nant. 
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SERM. merated, when God arraigns nations in the 
IV. teſtimony of his prophets, when calling 
them to repentance, and when God juſti- 
fieth the ſeverity of his judgments againſt 
a people. I ſhail name ſome of them 
which defile a land: Idolatry, perjury, 
breaking of covenant, blood, uncleanneſs, 
apoſtacy, oppreſſion, profaneneſs: I need 
not bring proof hereof, the ſcriptures are 
full*, Vea, among ſuch provocations are 
reckoned mens refuſal of the goſpel, filen- 
cing and obſtructing the miniſtry, malig- 
nity againſt good men, diviſions and en- 
mity, lying, pride, abuſe of merctes, groſs 
formality, hypocriſy, great decays among 

faints, and groſs backſlidings. 


Secondly, Tus fins muſt be national, 
which denominate a &:/ngdom ſinful. We 
conſider them not as the fins of particular 
perſons, but as they affect a community, 
as united among themſelves, and diſtin- 
guiſhed from others by ſome ſpecial bonds. 

We will enquire for the clearing of this, 

Queſt. How fins become national ? 

Anſw. 1. By all, or the generality of a 
people, being perſonally tranſgreſſors, as to 

Iſs. i. 5. thoſe crimes: The whole head is fick, and 
the whole heart faint ; from the ſole of the 
foot, to the crown of the head, there is no 


ſoundneſs. 


© Hoſ. x. 4. Jer. xxiii. 10. Pal. Ixxviii. go. 1. 
it. 15. Ez. xxi. 23, 24. Iſa. i. 21, 23. Luke x 10, 
11, 13. 1 Theſſ. ii. 16. Rev. ii. 3. Hol, xi. 7. If 
lix. 13, Sc. Ezek. xxxv. 15, Amos viii. 9. 
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foundnefs. Thus Sodom could not afford 8E RNI. 
ten innocent perſons. The infection is oft IV. 
propagated to the whole body, though be- "Wy 
gun in a few; as, From the prophets of Fe- Jer. xxiii. 
ruſalem is profaneneſs gone forth into all the '5: 
land. This doth not mean that every in- 
dividual is corrupted, but the generality of 
all forts; magiſtrates, prieſts and people Jer. xi. 
were profane: Ye have robbed me, even Na. in 
this whole nation. 9. 

2. WHEN the governors, repreſenta- 
tives, and influencing perſons, are tran{- 
greſſors: I well love them no more, all their Hof. ix. 
princes are revolters. Ifrael is become vile 
by the fins of Ferobbam; wrath againſt 
Judah remained, becauſe of the provoca- 2 Kings 
tions that Manaſſab had provoked God i 26. 
vithal. Provoking abominations by the 
rulers of a people, and curſed laws, defile 
a land, and expoſe it. Saul brings a fa- 2 Sam. 
mine on 1/ael by violating the covenant *** *: 
with the Gibeonites. What governors do, 
may be ſaid to be done by a nation; tho 
I think, when judgments take their ex- 
preſs riſe from the ſins of rulers, there is 
ſome other guilt among the people, ri _ 
pening them for judgment, or a compli- —_ "4 
ance with their rulers fins. 

3. By the generality of a nation makin 
itſelf partaker of other mens ſins, thoug 
it do not actually commit them. Some 
that do not perſonally commit the ſins, 
may become guilty of them, by not hin- Sm. il. 

= dering 
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SE RM. dering thoſe fins according to their power; 
by rejoycing in thoſe iniquities, or plead- 
ing for them; by not mourning for them; 
by contributing to thoſe enormities. Theſe 
ways a land may be guilty, though a few 
chief men act the ſin. 


IV. 
LN 
Zep. iii. 
13. 

Iſa. xxii. 
4. | 
Hof. vii. 


5 


Thirdly, TuxEsx fins are ſuch as er,. 
to judgments, and forfeit national mercies. 
Theſe are here intended, and reference to 
both the former heads muſt be had; but 
beſides the groſſneſs of the fins as to the 
nature of them, and their extent as nati- 
onal; on both which accounts they be- 
come national provocations, the caſe re- 
quires our obſerving further, 

1. THAT more refined fins may expoſe 
one nation to judgments, -which may not 
expoſe another land. This depends on 
the variety of advantages ſome people are 
under above others. A nation that hath 
goſpel helps, and profeſſeth holineſs, and 
worſhippeth the true God, may be expo- 
{ed to judgments by formality, backſliding, 
and more ſpiritual evils, than other lands 
not ſo circumſtantiated, * Sins below grols 
immoralities may as truly forfeit their mer- 
cies, as injuſtice, blood, or idolatry, amongſt 
ignorant paganiſh countries. | 

2. THE provoking ſins of one and the 
ſame nation, may be made up by various 
kinds of offences, according to the diffe- 
rent condition of the offenders. 


SOMETIMES 
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SOMETIMES a land is polluted by the SERM. 
ſame fort of fins propagated through the IV. 
body of the people. But it is not al- 
ways ſo, the offences vary, and the na- 
tional guilt reſults from the ſeveral of- 
fences. The fins of magiſtrates are of 
one kind, and the fins of the ſubjects of 
another, according to their different ta- 
lents and ſtation, 
Tu E profane part of a nation tranſ- 
greſs by enormous crimes, and the pro- 
feſſing part are polluted with more ſpiri- 
tual wickedneſs, as barrenneſs, deadneſs, 
cenſoriouſneſs. The offences of the gentry Am. 1xiv. 
and commonalty may be ſeveral. Miniſters 6. 
and people may fill up the meaſure of J. . 
iniquity in a different manner. 16a. lvi. 
Hence you fee, that a nation may be 10, 11. 
guilty, though ſome remarkable villany 8 i 
may not be univerſal: Its enough if the Mic. vi. 
different ſorts of inhabitants groſsly offend ie. Li 
in their ſeveral kinds 6 
3. Us v ALLY the fins of a nation do not 
bring judgments, or forfeit mercies, by the 
ſimple commiſſion of them, but as attended 
with ſome additional aggravations. A land 
rarely is deſtroyed, unleſs ſins are com- 
mitted after warnings. Utter deſtruction 
comes not before leſſer judgments have Am. iv. 
been tried, and prove unſucceſsful. .Secu-" 
rity and impenitency is added to rebellion 
before God proceeds againſt a people. 


M 4 TRY 


| 
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SERM. THE Lord's goodneſs diſplays itſelf in 
IV. his calls, and patience waiteth an anſwer 
cer he takes the advantage againſt a land. 
Often, beſides the groſsneſs of fins, there 
If. iii. 9. is boldneſs and ſhamefulneſs : They declare 
their fin as Sodom. I ſhall not mention 
antecedent aggravations, as light, convic- 
tions, covenant-bonds, &c. which add 2 

weight to ſin whilſt committing. 

You ſee what national fins are in the 
queſtion, and when they become ſuch as 
hazard the ruin. of a people. 

Queſt. What are national mercies in the 
caſe before us ? 

Anfw. Su ch bleſſings as truly and con- 
ſiderably affect the good of a community. 

THey muſt be bleſſings in their nature, 
and national in their extent; they muſt 
have an aptitude to the common-weal; 
the more they conduce to make a land 
happy, the greater the mercy is: Neither 
is the gracious deſign of God to bleſs 2 
land thereby, to be diſregarded, for ſome- 

times he rains fnares, and gives quails in 
PL. iii. judgrnent. 
29, 31. - THESE mercies regard our ſouls, or our 


bodies, or both. I ſhall ennumerate ſome 
of them. The pardon f of paſt fins, and 
help againſt the like offences; the preſence 
of God as effective of ſpiritual and tempo- 
ral good; goſpel ordinances; a holy, ju- 


dicious, 


f By pardon, I mean an exemption from temporal pu: 
nichments for thoſe ſins, | 


a. 
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dicious, faithful miniſtry ; a pure worſhip; SERM. 
the- Spirit's energy in the goſpel, to the IV. 


converſion of many finners, and real edifſi Y 


cation of ſaints, whereby the eſtate of be- 
lievers may be flouriſhing; a godly diſct- 
pline, and communion of ſaints, founded 
on plain goſpel terms; love and peace 
among churches, grounded on eſſential, 
not diſputable, notions, and expreſſed in 
all the fruits of chriſtian love; freedom 
from perſecution and malignity ; a godly 
magiſtracy, uſing its power to reſtrain fin, 
and promote godlineſs ; peace in our bor- 
ders; juſtice in our courts ; learning in the 
ſchools; wiſdom and ſincere defigns for 
publick good among counſellors ; plenty, 
by a bleſſing on our trades and labours ; 
health in our ſtreets ; credit and influence 
among neighbouring countries; freedom 
from ſuch judgments as waſte and debaſe 
a land. Theſe, and the like, conſtitute a 
happy nation. They are mercies which 
national ſins forfeit, and without which 
the aſpect of a land is mournful. Greater 
or leſs degrees of all or any of theſe are 
within the queſtion, as the object of our 
expectations, and the ſorts and degrees are 
often proportioned to a nation's repentance, 
and determined by it. 


 Thirdy, Tu x cafe flated and diſtin- 

guiſhed from what ſeems like it. It is not 

what repentance God requireth of parti- 
1 
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cular perſons in order to eternal life, nor 
what repentance God requireth of a ſinful 


nation as its duty; nor what's that repen- 


tance, without which a nation ſhall never 
enjoy national mercies; nor what repen- 
tance is that on which every nation, in all 
caſes, ſhall partake of national mercies; 
nor what ſhall limit our prayers, nor yet 
altogether our hopes, as to the ſtate of a 
land; much leſs what is that repentance 
which will beſt ſecure national mercies? 
But the queſtion connects our repentance 
and warrantable expectations. The ſcope 
of it is, What is the /oweſt ſort or degree 
of repentance for national fins, which is 
requitite to warrant, and ordinarily direct 
our expectations of national mercies ? 

TH x reaſon why I add ordinarily, will 
appear after; the indefiniteneſs of the term 
national mercies, whether of this kind or 
of that, to this or that degree, I inſiſt 
not upon; ſuppoſing that it imports at 
leaſt ſo much and many mercies, as ren- 
der a nation tolerably happy, and exemp- 
ted from what it eſteems calamitous. 


£# ourtbly , THE difficulties of the caſe. 

Irs not only hard to determine it, as 
the minimum quod fic in any qualification 
for mercy, nor yet as a thing depending 
an multitudes, and relating to the provi- 
dence of God as to what is future, but 
there are theſe other thungs that make it 
dithcult : I, OTHER 
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1. OTHER nations are not under ſuch SRERM. 
expreſs rules, with reſpect to God's out- IV. 
ward dealings, as the Jewiſh nation was. 

THAT people was under a theocracy, 


God wwas their king : On this account the 
Lord chargeth them, when they were for 
a king; they rejected me that I ſhould not 
reign over them. Idolatry alſo was high- 
treaſon in that ſtate ; they were God's pe- 
culiar nation, and were to live in a more 
immediate dependance on him, even in civil 
reſpects, than other people. 

TH E rules of their external privileges 
(both church and national) were expreſs 
in that covenant of peculiarity, whereinto 
they were admitted. This covenant eaſily 
determined mens expectations of God's 
dealings with them. But I think we can- 
not always conclude from God's methods 
towards them, how he will deal with 
other nations that are not under the ſame 
law. 

2. THERE have been always great diſ- 
plays of ſeverezgnty in God's diſpenſation 


of judgments and mercy towards nations: 


He waits longer on ſome people than on 
others, tho' no more guilty. Sometimes he 
granteth favour to a nation, though its ſins 
be many, and puniſheth it when its pro- 
vocations appear leſs. The fins of multi- 
tudes are connived at ſometimes, and at 
other times he afflicteth for the offences 


1Sam. X11. 
12. 


1 Sam. viii. 
. 


Iſa. li. 4. 


of a few, as in the caſe of Achan. Joch, vii. 


HE I, 
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SERM. H hath diverted judgments at the 
IV. prayer of one Moſes; but ſometimes though 
ab, Daniel, and Job be there, they 
xxxii. 11, ſhall deliver no more than themſelves, 
14 yea, he hath forbid his ſervants to pray for 
14 2 people, as a thing to no purpoſe. God 
Jer. vii. hath ſorely rebuked ſmall fins in particular 
16 perſons, as Moſes, Uzzah, &c. td let men 
ſee its patience in God, not innocency in 

men, that he ſtill deſtroys not. 
THERE is exact wiſdom and righteouſ- 

neſs in all this variety, which the light of 

a higher ſtate will diſcover; though now, 

by reaſon of darkneſs, his ways ſeem per- 

lexed to us. However, this ſoveraign 
unaccountableneſs muſt abate our poſitive- 

neſs in judging what will be the way of 

God towards a people, though it hinders 

not the determining our ordinary expecta- 

tions. 

3. THERE are propbeticł periods where- 

in national mercies ſhall not be obſtructed 

by impenitence, but repentance ſhall fol- 

low them. TI/rael was not remarkably pe- 

nitent, when the time of redemption from 

= 4 was come; yet God keeps his day. 

Their releaſe from Babylon found them in 

Ezek, xvi. the like unfit poſture, yet God is pacified, 
and hrings them to repentance by their re- 
Hag. ii. turn. This people is unclean, and what 
14,16, they offer is unclean; yet he makes them 
' Proſper, and build the temple, even tho 
they had not turned ro bim. And ſt ſeems 

| to 
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to be not much otherwiſe with the church, SE RNMœ. 
when it ſings the praiſes of God for the IV. 
conſummating ſtroke againſt antichriſt ; Www 
ſhe is not ready, nor cloathed with emi- 4 - 5 
nent holineſs. 5 

4. Tu deſolation of a land is ſome- 
times abſolutely determined. 

Wu its thus, a bleſſing is with-held 
from means that tend to make a people 
penitent ; and what of repentance there is, 
becomes uneffectual to divert the miſery. 
Manaſſeh repented, FZofiah and the people, 
with ſome ſolemnity, humble themſelves; 
but notwithſtanding this, the Lord turned 2 Kings 
nt from the fierceneſs of his wrath, &c. wii. 25, 
becauſe of all the provocations that ManaſCg 
ſeb bad provoked him withal, &c. When 
the utmoſt limits of the time of God's pa- 
tience is over, ruin is unavoidable, God 
bemoaneth a land in this condition, as our 
Saviour in his tears over Feruſalem : If Luke xix 
thou hadſt known at leaft in this thy day 42. 
the things that belong to thy peace, but now 
they are bid from thy eyes s. 

5. Gop ſometimes moderateth and re- 
frains his judgments from other conſidera- 
tions beſides repentance. 
Ix executing judgments upon his peo- 
ple, will occaſion blaſphemy and reproach 
to his name, he often forbeareth his peo- 
. ple 


8 The figure Apoſſapeſis is twice uſed in this verſe : Thou 
badft been happy, hadft thou known in thy day; thou art 
uu undone, becauſe they are hid from thy eyes. 
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| SERM. ple though impenitent: I would ſcatter 
| IV. them into corners, &c. were it not that I 
| — Bag: feared the wrath of the enemy, and they 
ih li. 26, Should ſay, Our hand is high, the Lord bath 
not done all this. Foſhua, and others, knew 
it was a ſtrong plea, I hat wilt thou do for 
da. viii. Thy great name? Again; when his people 
8, 9. have been fo obſtinate under judgments, 
Free. that if he preceded in his wrath, they 
8, 22, 23, Muſt be utterly deſtroyed; rather than do 
ſo, he hath eaſed his hand. If the fins of 
his enemies be full, he conniveth at his 
church, whilſt he avengeth himſelf on his 
adverſaries, eſpecially if his ſervants are to 
be executioners of his wrath. Sometimes 
God hath had reſpe& to ſome anceſtor, 
or ſome particular action of a people, that 
hath been pleaſing to him; and on that ac- 
count hath been favourable, tho' they have 

been otherwiſe obnox1ous to judgments. 
6. ITs not very eaſy at all times, to 
judge of national judgments or mercies. 
God may afflict in order to mercy ; he 
may take away leſſer mercies to make 
way for greater bleſſings: He often lays 
a foundation of laſting good, by delays 
and aſtoniſhing ſtruggles. On the other 
hand, he may forbear judgments, and be- 
ſtow good things, whereby a nation is 
ripened for ſorer plagues: He may de- 
ſtroy the gentry to ſave the vulgar, or 
level his ſtroke againſt evil magiſtrates or 
- miniſters, and ſo ſhake the ſtate, to __ 

˖ 


1 
Joſh. vii. 
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the body of a people, or his own people SR RN. 
(at leaſt) proſperous. Many ſuch ways are IV. 
with him. Each of theſe affect a commu- WWW 
nity, and yet the aſpect of them are ſo in- 
tricate and clouded, that deep thoughts are 
needful to determine, when we ee the 
mercy we expect, or the judgment whicl 
we fear, | 

You may perceive that the caſe before 
me, though it ſeemeth ſo popular, is not 
ſo eaſily decided: But the greateſt diffi- 
culty is to adjuſt the nature of repentance, 
as accommodated to our expectation of 
national mercies; which will fall under 
the next head. 


Fifthly, Tra x caſe reſolved; and ſome- 
what concerning the rule by which it is 
reſolved. 

Tu E rule by which we muſt determine e re 
this, is hinted in the caſe itſelf, under . 
thoſe words, what repentance doth God re- 
quire? Some expreſſion of the divine will 
muſt guide us; we muſt not judge by ſe- 
cond cauſes, or by vain fancy, as we are 
too apt to do; neither too rigid, nor yet 
too compaſſionate, inclinations, muſt de- 
cide the matter, or lead our expectations. 

The directions of the ſovereign ruler of 
kingdoms, muſt alone take place ; what 
notices he hath vouchſafed, muſt be re- 
garded with reverence : natural principles, 
due inferences from his eſſential perfec- 
tions, 


SERM. tions, the nature, order, ends, and methods 


JE obſervation of his dealings with ourſelves 
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of his government well conſidered, and an 


in paſt times, and alſo with other coun- 
tries, do all contribute ſome light in the 
matter before us. 
Bur our chiefeſt regard muſt be to the 
ſeriptures, eſpecially to ſuch parts of them 
as urge repentance on a people with pro- 
miſes of good, in caſe of compliance, and 
threatnings of ruin upon their obſtinacy. 
Alſo ſuch parts ſnould be obſerved as con- 
tain inſtances of national repentance, which 
have been ſucceeded or accompanied with 
national mercies. By this rule we muſt 
determine what that repentance for natio- 
nal fins is, whereupon we may expect na- 
tional mercies. Here we muſt conſider 
repentance modified as a means to this 
roper end, v/Z. national mercies: And its 
to be conſidered as to that loweſt degree, 
which will ſupport our expectations of 
thoſe mercies. 
Having premiſed this, I think it may 
thus be determined : 
1. A REPENTANCE ſhort of that which 

is injoined in order to eternal ſalvation, will 
ſuffice to warrant our expectations of na- 
tional mercies. Eternal iſſues are not de- 
termined by the ſame rules as temporal 
bleſſings. 1— perſons may re- 
pent, ſo as to divert preſent . 
an 
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and ſecure mercies: This is evident in SERNM. 


Ahab and Nineveh. 
Ir it were not ſo, we could not expect 
national mercies before the generality of a 


land became true converts, Yea, active con- Jonah iii. 


yerts; for regenerate perſons that ſhall 

ſſeſs heaven, may come ſhort in that 
repentance which ſecures bleſſings to a 
nation. 

SAVING repentance is the grace we call 
ſinners to by our miniſtry; the more of 
this prevaileth in a land, the more ſure 
are the mercies of that people: Without 
it a nation will ſoon run into new forfei- 


tures, and bring plagues on itſelf at laſt, Nah. ch. 


as Nrneveh did. 0 
Tu 18s faving repentance is a change of 
heart as well as practice; it ſtrikes at the 


root, and excludeth the dominion of all 


ſin, as well as national provocations: It 
hath a mixture of divine love reigning in 
the heart, as well as fear: Its excited by a 
ſenſe of pardoning merey through the blood 
of Chriſt, as well as God's wrathful diſ- 
pleaſure: Its an effect of the Spirit in- 
dwelling, and not only of its common 
operations: Its the fruit of the divine life, 
and not merely of natural principles exci- 
ted by foreign impreſſions. 


In theſe and the like, faving repentance 


exceeds that repentance of a land, which 
yet may afford expectations of national 
mercies. 


N 2. Tu 2 
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2. Tar repentance which yields us 


ground to expect national mercies, I ſhall 


deſcribe in theſe following particulars : 

1. IT hath ſeveral things wherein it 
partakes of the nature and ſincerity of a 
true repentance. 2. It muſt be for national 
fins. 3. The repentance muſt uſually be 
national. 4. It muſt be ſuited to the dif. 
ferent condition and circumſtances of ſuch 
as make up a nation. 

1. Ir muſt have fo much of the nature 
and ſincerity of a true repentance, as is in- 
cluded in theſe following heads: 

(I.) CLEAR convictions of the guilt and 
offences of a nation. | 

Wr mult believe thoſe things to be ſing, 
which God chargethus with, and truly own, 
that we are chargeable with the faults for 
which God reproveth us. This God enjoin- 
eth: Only acknowledge thine iniquity, that 
thou baſt tranſgreſſed againſt the Lord thy God. 
They cannot be faid to repent, who plead 
guiltleſs. This Plea God reproveth 1/rae! 
for: Yet thou fayeſt becauſe I am innocent, 
&c. Whilſt men plead for fin as no fin, 
or acquit themſelves when they are crimi- 
nals, ſins bind on them the wrath of God, 
and ſtand in the way of a peoples good, 
Bat there's hope of a land, when it pout- 
eth out its confeſſions with them: Ve di- 
knowledge, O Lord, our wickedneſs, and the 


" iniquity of our fathers, for we have ſinnes 


againſt thee. 
(2.) SHAME, 
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(2.) SHAME, fear, and deep humblings SERM. 
of ſoul under the Tenſe of the wrath of IV. 
God, as provoked by our fins. Ahab hum- AW 
bled himſelf : Turn to me with faſting and Joel ii13, 


with mourning ; rent your hearts, and not '+ 


your garments, for he is gracious, &c. and 


repenteth him of the evil; who knows , he 1 Sam. vii. 
will return, and leave a bleſſing behind him? © 
God will embitter ſin to us, or avenge it. 
Provocations ſhall prevent mercy, when 
they are eaſy and pleaſing; but this re- 
morſe muſt reach to the heart, though it 
do not ſavingly change it. The heart muſt 
tremble at the threatned wrath. God will 
have his anger awful to men, and their 
abominations ſhall cauſe a bluſh; at leaſt 
in a ſenſe of what miſeries they expoſe to. 
THEREFORE While people make a 
mock of fin, as harmleſs; while they ſport 
with the wrath kindled thereby, as a ſcare- 
crow, God will go on to ſtrip a kingdom 
of its bleſſings, and load it with judgments: 
They were not at all aſhamed, neither could Jer. vi. 15. 
they bluſh ; therefore at the time that I viſit 
them, they ſhall be caſt down. 
BuT this humiliation, fear and ſhame, 
muſt be from an affected ſoul, not bare 
bodily appearances in a day of humiliation, 
or hanging down the head like a bulruſh Ia. lvii. 
for a day; theſe the Lord deſpifeth ; for 5- 
ſuch things he will not turn away his 
anger, 
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IV. 


Cw NI 
Jer. iii. 25. 


Ezra ix. 4. 


Jer. iii. 2 1. 


Jon. iii. 8. 


Hoſ. vii. 


14. 
Neh. ix. 


33+ 


Dan. ix. 
13. 
Ez. xvill. 


29, 30. 


Of REvENTANCE 
WHEREAs there is hope, when à people 


lie down in their ſhame, and confuſion co- 
vers them, becauſe they have ſinned againſt 
the Lord. It bodes well, when men trem- 
ble at the words of the God of Iſrael becauſe 
of tranſgreſſion. 
6575 * H a compliance with God's 
warnings and rebukes, as to put men on 
ſeeking God's favour, and reſolving to for- 
fake the national pollutions. 

THERE muſt be ſupplications as well 
as weeping : A voice was beard on the high 


places, weeping and ſupplications of the chil- 


dren of 1jrael, for they have perverted their 


way. This is God's advice to a land, and 
its the conſtant way of a repenting people. 
Thus N:neveh cried mightily to God. Here- 
in the dominion of God is owned, and fo 
far men acknowledge a dependance upon 
him: But this muſt not be only with the 
mouth ; no, it muſt be with the heart as 


to this act and occaſion, A ſleighty cry 


will not prevail : Its a brand on a people, 
that they cried not unto me with the heart. 
With our prayers there ſhould be a juſti- 
fication of God's threats and puniſhments. 
How hopeleſs then is the condition of a 
people, when that is true of them, ue made 
not our prayer to God; and as ſad, whilit 
they arraign his ways as unequal ? 

Bur good reſolves muſt attend prayer; 
a full purpoſe under preſent convictions, 
though it may not always prove effectual, 
through 


for national Sins. 197 


through want of a principle in ſinners, SERM. 
and remains of corruption in faintss We IV. 
are led to this by that place, Take away all ND 
iniquity, Aſbur ſhall not ſave us; what . N 
have I to do any more with idols? Exprel- Ezra x. 3. 
five hereof was Ezra's and Nehemiah's en- _ _ 
tering the people into a covenant with God 42x. 29. 
againſt national fins. 

Now what hopes can there be of a land, 
if it negle& the Lord, as if he had no- 
thing to do with them; yea, continues re- 
ſolute in its fins. Thus did they who faid, 
After our idols will we go, we will worſhip Jer. *liv. 
the queen of heaven, &c. Alas! ſuch a peo—- 
ple may lie down in fear, -and look at 
the mercies they want as impoſſible; yea, 
conſider the bleſſings they yet enjoy as 
ſoon to be removed. 

I ADDED, that prayer and reſolves ſhould 
be in compliance with God's warnings : 
God will have a regard to his threatnings, 


and ſome tribute of obedience rendered to 


him by them whom he ſpares. Thus 
Ahab yielded to Elijab's meſſage, and Ni- 
neveh regarded the threatnings of the Lord 
by Jonah. Therefore its an awful ſign, 
when nations refuſe to hearken, draw away Zech. vii. 
the ſhoulder, and make their heart as an ada-—- 
mant, leaft they ſhould” hear the law, and 
the words of God by the prophets, When 
this is the frame and carriage of a people 
towards God, what effects follow, the fol- 

| N 3 lowing 
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SERM. lowing words acquaint you: Therefore. 
IV. came a great wrath from the Lord of 
bots. 

WHETHER the warnings are ſent by 
the word in the mouth of his ſervants, or 
by his wonders, or by leſſer afflictions, the 
diſregard of them makes the bands of a 
people ſtrong; whereas attentiveneſs and 
compliance therewith, affords encourage- 
ment. 

(4.) THERE muſt be a reformation. 

ALL the former without this, are inſuf- 
ficient to be a prognoſtick of good ; the 
other things tend to this, and mult termi- 
nate therein, or repentance wants its apti- 

Jer. xxxv. tude to the deſigned end: I have ſent my 

5 propbets, ſaying, Return ye now every man 
from the evil of his way, and amend your 
doings, &c. and ye ſhall dwell in the land: 
A gracious offer : But behold the obſtacle 
to their benefit thereby : You have not in- 
clined your ear, nor W unto me. In 
the fame manner God leaves it on this iſſue, 

16. i. 17, Learn to do well, &c. If you be willing and 

18, 19. obedient, you ſhall eat the good of the land] 
but if ye refuſe and rebel, you ſhall be de 
poured with the ſword, for the mouth of. 
the Lord hath ſpoken it. 

ITs no repentance while groſs evils are 
continued in, if our fins be fins of com- 
miſſion : Its no repentance while an expreſs 
duty is not complied with, when the of- 

Zech, xiv. fence is a fin of omiſſion : This ſhall be the 
We 0 puniſhment 
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puniſhment of all Egypt, and of all nations StRM. 
that come not up to keep the feaſt of taber- IV. 
nacles. Let there be never ſo much mourn- 5 
ing, though it rife to he covering the altar th, boil 
with tears, it yields but vain hopes, when © » 7, 8 

men continue unreformed. 

Bo r amendment carrieth with it a happy 
preſage; it reſtraineth the bitter effects of 
paſt provocations, and God in mercy en- 
courageth it in a people, though on the 
brink of ruin. We ſee an inſtance in Fudg. 

x. the people having confeſſed their fin, 
ver. 10. accepted of their puniſhment, and 
called upon God, ver. 15. They put away 
their ſtrange gods, and ſerved the Lord; 
then the ſoul of God was grieved for their 
miſery, and he delivered them, ver. 16. 

A parallel you have in Nine veh, che charge 
given by the king (which was complied 
with) was, Let them turn every one from / on. iii. 
mis evil way, and from the violence that is *' 
in his band; then they conclude a poſſibi- 

lity of eſcape, according to the tacit re- 
ſerve in the prophet's meſſage: Who can 
tell if God will turn away from his fierce. 
anger, and we periſh not. | 

2. Bur yet further. The repentance 
in theſe acts muſt be for national fins: If 
it be for other ſins, and not for the fins of 
the land, it will not warrant our expecta- 
tions of national mercies. God will have 
men direct their repentance to that which 
his wrath is kindled for, and which his 
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IV. 


Of REeyznTANCE 


teſtimony is againſt. Its not enough that 
you bewail your own perfonal private fins, 


Y but theſe publick faults. People are lotheſt 


Mic. vi. 
25, 16, 


to own, bewail, and leave theſe national 
offences; cuſtom fixeth them; they are 
commonly reputable, and by the generality 
of tranſgreſſors thought innocent; they are 
ſupported by intereſt and power; there's 
danger by repenting thereof. If you re- 
form as to theſe, there's oft a loſt of pla- 
ces; men are ſubject to ſhame by leaving 
faults in faſhion, or the reproach of having 
long offended in thoſe things; and how 
backward are our proud hearts to acknow- 
ledge we have been in an error ? 

Bo x let it be never ſo hard, the arrow 
of God is levelled againſt theſe very fins, 
and even theſe ſhall be bewailed and for- 
ſaken, or he will proceed to embitter them. 
People may think to commute with God, 
and amend in other matters; but this 
is a vain attempt, to their own deluſion 
and ruin. Thou ſhalt ſow, but ſhalt not 
reap ; for the ſtatutes of Omri are kept, and 
all the works of the houſe of Abab ; and ye 
walk in their counſels, that I ſhould make 
thee a defolation, and the inhabitants thereof 
an hiſſing : therefore you ſhall bear the re- 
proach of my people. This leads me to an- 
{wer one objection. 

Object. How may we know which are 
the national fins ? 


Aue. 
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Anfw. Ir the fame particular fins be SE RM. 
uni verſal. Conſider the carriage of a people IV. 
in general, and compare it with the word WWW 
National ſins are too groſs not to be ſeen, 
when the rule of a peoples walking is ſet 
before us. But if you would know which 
are more eminently the national ſins, ob- 
ſerve what ſins have the greateſt influence 
in corrupting the land; which cleaveth 
faſteſt to a people, and moſt (eſpecially 
leading perſons) are guilty of; which have 
been longeſt continued in, and in their 
nature and conſequences are moſt grievous; 
which the judgments of God ſeem moſt 
directed againſt ; what fins do the beſt 
miniſters and people witneſs moſt againſt. 
By theſe rules you may diſcern what are 
thoſe national fins which the nation agree 
in the commiſſion of, or connivance at. 
But if the national fins be, by accumula- 
tion of ſeveral forts of fins, according to 
the different ſtate of people who conſtitute 
that community, you then muſt diſtinguiſh 
a nation into its conſtituent, or remarkably 
differing parties; as magiſtrates and ſubjects, 
miniſters and people, rich and poor, infi- 
dels and believers, &. Compare the frame 
and carriage of each of theſe, with that 
which God hath made their peculiar duty; 
and adding the former helps, thoſe natio- 
nal ſins will appear, which are made up 
þy complication, though the fame _ 

ual 


202 


SERM. 
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Of REPENTANCE 


dual crimes are not entertained by the ſe- 
veral parties in a nation, 


— 3.THe repentance mult uſually be na- 


tional. I do not mean that every indivi- 
dual muſt repent, but the generality ; or 
at leaſt ſome very conſiderable number, 


.and thoſe of ſuch men that moſt repreſent 


Num.xxv. 
11. 


and influence the body. 

A SMALL number of private penitents 
may ſave themſelves, but ſeldom ſecure a 
nation. TI confeſs here I muſt be wary, 
conſidering how graciouſly God is pleaſed 
to admit ſometimes a few to perſonate a 
body, and give in bleſſings for many on 
their mediation: Phzneas's zeal turns away 
wrath all his people. God ſeems to 
conclude the unavoidableneſs of 1/rael's 
woe; from the want of one man to divert 


Fzek.xxii.it; I ſought for a man among them that 


30. 


Ifa. xiv. 


Jer. viii. 6, 
Ifa. Ixiv. 


*. 26 


ſoould make up the hedge, and ſtand in the 
gap before me, for the land, that I ſhould 
not deſtroy it, but 1 found none. This the 
deſolate church complains of: There is 
none that ſtirreth up himſelf to take hold of 
thee. 

Bur though ſovereignty admits a very 
few penitents to profit many tranſgreſſors, 
yet we are not uſually to expect this, what- 
ever in extremity we may hope, for want 
of better grounds; uſually a few are called 
none, as to this effect: No man repented 
him of his wickedneſs; I called, and none 
did anſiwer; he wondered there was no in- 
terceſſor. THERE 
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THERE were the prophets themſelves, SE RM. 
and ſome others that repented ; yet ſo few IV. 
were as good as none to ſecure the good, ww 
which multitudes concurred to remove. 

His call is to the generality to return, and 

on that he promiſeth favour : Hear ye the Jer. vii. 
cord of the Lord, all ye of Judah; thus 2 >. 
ſaith the Lord, Amend your ways and your 
doings, and I will cauſe you to dwell in this 
place : And the failure, by the refuſal, he 
affixeth to the body of them, ver. 28. Thou 

ſhalt ſay, This is @ nation that obeyeth not 

the voice of the Lord, nor receiveth correc- 

tion, &c. 

WE can hardly look for good to a land, 

unleſs the repenting perſons be numerous 
enough to vindicate the glory of God, and 

influence the land to reformation. The aſ- 

ſembly of penitents muſt be ſolemn. How 7 i. 14. 

general was the repentance of Nineveh, j; Jon il. 

from the greateſt to the leaſt, from the 5, 6. 

king and nobles, to the moſt abject. 

SoME farther light may ariſe from the 
next head. 

4. Tu E repentance ſhould be e to 
the different condition and circumſtances of 
thoſe that make up a nation: Each muſt 
repent of the ſins common to all, yea, the 
groſs treſpaſſes of each ſort muſt be bewailed 
by every ſort. 

Bu r yet there is a repentance peculiar to to 
each, which ought eminently to appear, or 
at leaſt really to be, and this exerted ac- 

cording 
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Of REPENTANCE 


ſtrates ought to mourn for the ſins of the 


people, and alſo to repent of their own ill 


examples, bad laws, &c. And they muſt 
expreſs their repentance by exerting that 
power which they have above others: they 
ſhould enact good laws, reſtrain and pu- 
niſh fin, command days of humiliation, 


Ezra x. 8, appoint good miniſters, Sc. So Ezra did 


9. 
Neh. xii. 


the ſame did Nehemiah. Magiſtrates do 
not repent, if they do not ſo; and a land 
may periſh for their neglect, | 
SUPPOSE a land divideable into unbe- 
lievers and believers ; theſe believers muſt 
repent of their own fins, as well as the fins 
of unbelievers; they muſt be humbled for 
their own decays, contentions, worldlineſs, 
barrenneſs, vanity, pride, though leſs groſs 
than others, as well as for the idolatry and 
rofaneneſs of the irreligious. The reaſon 
1s, that theſe ſins of theirs contribute to the 
bringing down judgments, and obſtructing 
of mercies, as well as the groſſer fins of 
unbelievers, nay, in ſome ſenſe, more ; be- 
.cauſe they ought to be witneſſes for God in 
a degenerate land. Their examples encou- 
rage the groſſer villanies of others; they 
have more light and ſtrength to keep them- 
ſelves pure; yea, if the number of good 
men be conſiderable in a land, the lot of 
a nation is moſtly determined by them, 


and God's regards is much more to them 
than others, 


IF 
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Ir you take the epiſtles to the ſeven 8ER. 
churches to be ſo particular, as moſt do, IV. 
you may ſee how God reproves and threa- LW 
tens them, though ſmall portions of thoſe 
ſtates, of which they were members in civil 
reſpects. I think I may ſay that the repen- 
tance of believers for their fins, muſt exceed 

the repentance of unbelievers in ſome pro- 
portion to that life, grace, and aids which 
they have above thoſe unbelievers; their 
humiliation muſt be deeper, and more in- 
genuous ; their reſolves ſtronger ; their re- 
turn more univerſal ; their prayers more 
fervent ; their reformation more extenſive, 
ſpiritual, and vigorous than other men. In. 
this its true, as a man is ſo to his ſtrength. 
If their repentance be no greater than others, 
they may expoſe a nation, and prove its 
ruin. 

I MIGHT proceed to gentry and com- 
monalty, to miniſters and people, but time 
prevents me; and the ſame rules may guide 
you in theſe, as in the inſtances before de- 

ſcribed. I ſhall only add, that ſuppoſing 
a part of the land perſecutors, and the other 
perſecuted for truth's ſake; theſe latter muſt 
be humbled for the ſins of perſecutors, and 
repent of their own fins, and that accord- 
ing to the advantage which their afflictions 
give for their humiliation and amendment. 

WriLE men throw repenting work off 
of themſelves to others, as if they could 

acquit 


— — 


206 
SE RM. acquit themſelves of God's challenge; are 
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Of REeyENTANCE 


there not alſo ſins among you? are you no 


way guilty ? The land is like to ſuffer, and 


the common condition to be deplorable. 

ITs true, if the deſign of God be to ſin- 
gle out any one ſort of a nation to ſuffer 
by themſelves, the impenitents of that ſort 
may not damage the body of the nation, 
further than their ſtruggles with, or their 
loſs of, that part may affect the reſidue. 
As if God reſolve to puniſh profeſſors of 
religion only; their impenitence may affect 
the whole no farther than the diſtreſs of 
ſuch profeſſors amount to, except as it is 
an awful omen; becauſe judgment ſeldom 
begins at God's houſe, but it reacheth in 
woful iſſues to others afterwards. Or, if 
God hath a controverſy with the gentry 
of a land, their impenitency may not fa- 
tally reach the ordinary people, if penitent. 
For if God reſolves to puniſh ravenous, do- 
mineering paſtors, or perſecutors, their 
negle& of repentance ſhall not hurt the 
whole who repents ; .nay, it will be their 
advantage to have them blaſted, if they re- 
main impenitent, as the kingdom's plagues. 
Its much more ſo as to particular families, 
whether the higheſt or leſs influencing the 
corruption of a commonwealth. 

Bur where God deſigns not a diſtin 
reſpect in his judgments, the ſtubbornneſs 
of any one ſort doth threaten the nation; 
their not repenting in a way proper to them, 
may 
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may plunge the whole into a loſs of mer- SRRNI. 
cies. IV. 

Tubus I have, according to my ſmall + vw 
light, reſolved the caſe. 

Tu deciſion of the caſe proved. 

1. THE deſcribed repentance doth ordi- 
narily afford a people national mercies, not- 
withſtanding national ſins. In the reſolu- 
tion of the caſe, there occurred ſome rea- 
ſons, and many ſcriptures, to evidence this; 
ſo that I ſhall need to ſay little more for 
proof. There ſeems to be an expreſs rule 
in this matter: At what inſtant T ſhall ſpeak Jer-xviti 
concerning a nation, or concerning a king- "' © 
dom, to pluck it up, and to pull down, and 
to deſtroy it : If that nation againſt whom I 
have pronounced, turn from their evil, I 
will repent of the evil that I thought to do 
unto them. 

TH E repentance which God hath ac- 
cepted, ſo as to prolong the welfare of 
nations, was of this ſort, as you ſee in 
Nineveh, and other places. Should we 2 Chron. 
examine the repentance of any land, it“ 
hath rarely arrived to a greater height. A 
defect of the repentance injoined in the 
covenant of grace, is obvious in that re- 
pentance which hath yet been effectual as 
to national mercies. This repentance an- 
ſwers the great methods and ends of God's 
general government, as to the temporal 
weal of nations, and provides a foundation 
to proceed upon in thoſe methods,  _— 

8 
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SERM. his ſpiritual kingdom is advanced, and the 
IV. eternal welfare of ſouls is promoted, we 
may expect God will continue national 
mercies to a people who come up to that 
repentance which hath preſerved other na- 
tions. We have great encouragement to 

our hopes from many texts !, 
2. WHERE this repentance obtains not, 
a people cannot juſtly expect national mer- 

cies. 

Ia. viii. 9. LET a nation ſeem never ſo ſafe, its 
ſecurity is vain, and all its ſupports ſhall 
be blaſted by impenitency. What though 

Jer. xv. 7. a people are related to God? I vill deſtroy 
my people, fith they return not from their 
evil ways. May not their privileges, and 
pledges of God's preſence ſecure them ? 

Jer. vii. No: Truft not in lying words, ſaying, The 

4» 9» 10, femple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord 

14,15. are theſe: Will ye ſteal, murder, commit 
adultery, and fwear faiſly, and ſay we are 
delivered to do all theſe abominations? Go 
to Shiloh, and fee what I did to it, for the 
wickedneſs of my people Iſrael ; and now be- 
cauſe you have done all theſe works, and I 
ſpake unto you, but you heard not; I will 
do unto this houſe, wherein you truſt, as 1 
have done to Shiloh; and I will caſt you out 

Jer. xiv. of my fight. Mock ſhadows of your repen- 

8 he © tance, and weak uneffectual attempts for 


10, 11. it, will leave men under diſappointments. 
WHEN 


1 2Chron. vii. 14. and xxx. 8, 9. Jer, xxvi. 3, 13. 
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WHEN a people is given up to impeni- SERM. 
tency, and God with-holds a bleſſing from IV. 
the methods that tend to their repentance, WWW 
there's juſt cauſe of fear that judgments . 
are determined againſt that land: Hear Ila. vi. , 
you indeed, but underſtand not; make be 
heart of the people fat, and ſhut their eyes, 
leſt they ſee with their eyes, and underſtand 
with their hearts, and convert and be healed. 

How long, Lord? till the cities be laid waſte. 

_ Gop is ſo poſitive againſt a land refu- 

fing to return, that their felicity is impoſ- 

 tible: Wrath came upon Fudah for this 2 Chron. 
their treſpaſs, yet he ſent prophets to them v. 8. 
to bring them back to the Lord, but they MED 
would not give ear. Thus ſaith God, Why 
tranſgreſs you the commandments of the Lord, 

that ye cannot proſper ? Were it otherwiſe, 
God's name would not be ſanctified, no 

order in this lower world would be kept. 

But further, | 

IMPENITENCE 1s not only a moral ob- 
ſtacle to good, as it provokes God to with- 
hold it, but its a natural obſtacle: The 
wickedneſs of men is efficient of woe to a 
people, and is, in many ſenſes, deſtructive 
of mercies, and inconfiſtent therewith. 
Many enormities of a nation are its plagues, 
as bad laws, wickedneſs in magiſtrates, a 
corrupt miniſtry, oppreſſion, &c. Its ini- 
quity is even materially its ruin. 
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SECT If, 


APPLICATION. 


Many inferences are obvious; as, How 
dreadful an evil is fin ; how dangerous to a 
land are multitudes of offenders. A nation 
is fooliſh that diſcountenances piety, and 
deſtroyeth the godly party, whereby it 
ftrikes at its own refuge. How good and 
long-ſuffering is God, that calls the vileſt 
nations to return, waits long for their an- 
ſwer, and deſtroys not till their repentance 
is even hopeleſs? What enemies to them- 
ſelves, neighbours, and poſterity, (bound 
up in their doom) are an impenitent peo- 
ple? What ſottiſh and atheiſtical men are 
they, that guide their hopes and fears of a 
nation's welfare, by fancies or ſecond cau- 
ſes; but without regard to God's favour or 
anger, or the inflaence that repentance or 
impenitence have upon the ways of God 
towards a people? What a diſmal proſpect 
is a wicked nation, ſporting with their pro- 
vocations and warnings? How uncertain a 
tenure do moſt nations hold their mercies 
by? But I have not time to inſiſt upon 
theſe. 

I $HALL briefly apply the reſolution of 
the caſe to our own nation, We are a na- 
tion, we have national fins, repentance of 
theſe fins is a preſage of our future ſtate 
as 
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as well as others. I know no exemption, 
or peculiar allowance, we can expect at 
the hands of the righteous governor of the 
world. Oh that our hearts were under the 
power of this awful truth, that our iniguity 
may not be our run. 

In order to this, 

1. I SHALL infiſt on ſome things in or- 
der to our repentance. 

2. ENQUIRE whether we may ground- 
edly expect national mercies from our pre- 
ſent frame. | 

3. ConcLuDe with an uſe of lamenta- 
tion of our national impenitency and dan- 

ers. 
: Ix order to our repentance, I ſhall, 

1. Repreſent to you the national fins we 
ought to repent of. Hereby you will know 
what we ſhould be humbled for, reſolve 
againſt, and reform. What a terror ought it 
to be but to mention our provocations ? Oh 
that a land of light ſhould be chargeable 
with ſuch enormities, and yet be ſecure, 
and hate to be reformed ! Where ſhall I 
begin the charge? We and our fathers, for 
ſome ages, have been guilty of the ſame 
fins, yet unrepented of: Againſt whom 
ſhall I level the indictment? Alas! we 
bave all finned, and done wickedly as we 
could, Magiſtrates and ſubjects, miniſters 
and people, the unbelievers and believers. 
To what ſorts of fins ſhall I confine my- 
ſelf? Woe is us: What fins did God 
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SERM. ever deſtroy a land for, that are not natio- 
IV. nal with us? 


hour that the found may not appear 


uncertain, I account myſelf bound in con- 
ſcience to be more particular: My ſubject 
forceth me, not any uncharitable deſign. 
Oh that my own heart were more filled 
with zeal for God, and deepeſt ſorrows 
for the nation's fin, whilſt I am recording 
what may offend the guilty, though the 
charge be too plain to admit a denial, 
Let us enquire, 

Is England altogether innocent as to its 
laws? Do not we ſee that ſome of the 
terms of conformity are far other than our 
bleſſed Lord hath inſtituted ? Are they not 
remote from a tendency to advance real 
piety, and excluſive of ſome things that 
would much conduce thereto ? Is not a 
dioceſan biſhop ſet up, whoſe ſole juriſ- 
diction bars all the other miniſters from 
the exerciſe of a great part of their office, 
while the biſhop is utterly unable to per- 
form it through the largeneſs of his dio- 
ceſe? Is there not more than an umbrage 
of lying and perjury impoſed on all mi- 
niſters, when they muſt aſſent, ſubſcribe, 
and ſwear to what is more than ſuſpici- 
ous, yea, utterly falſe? Are not a heap of 
ceremonies and corrupt uſages re- aſſumed, 
(though once caſt out) to the facilitating 
of the return of popery, dividing of Pro- 
teſtants, and the ſcandal of the weak, who 
23 are 
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- are too apt to place religion, yea, all their SRM. 
religion, in thoſe vanities? How many IV. 
r ſevere laws were made againſt diſſenters, WY 
— and ſeverely executed to the ruin of thou- 
I ſands? Was it no provocation to filence 
1, two thouſand faithful miniſters when their 
d labours were ſo neceſſary, and their places 
'S were to be filled up with many young 
9 men, who have proved fatal to ſerious re- 
Fe ligion? The facrament is made a politick 
l, engine, to further the damnation of un- 


worthy receivers; that all ſuch may be 
s kept out, whom they ſuſpect any way ha- 


e zardous to exceſſive pomp and eccleſiaſ- 
ir tick pegeantry. | Th 
t CAN the land be innocent, where 
Al atheiſm is ſo profeſſed, the moſt blaſphe- 
it mous oaths are faſhionable, perjury, un- 
a cleanneſs, drunkenneſs, malignity againſt 
8 all credible holineſs, ſo common and con- 
n ſiſtent with reputation ? Was it not among 
> us, that the covenant was burnt by the 
A hands of a common hangman, and hor- 
® rid murders committed as legal executions? 
e Is not that chriſtian nation guilty, where 
1 prophanation of ſabbaths is ſo notorious, 
2, yea, pleaded for as warrantable? Moſt fa- 
* milies have nothing of God's worſhip, tlie 
ff plaineſt eſſentials of religion by few under- 
I, ſtood; the operations of the Spirit turned 
9 into ridicule, and religion placed in things 
= that bear not a faint reſemblance of the 
0 very form of it, while ſobriety itſelf is mere 
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SE RM. matter of ſcoff, and the fountains of learn. 


ing ſend forth many more fitted to infect 


WYV than reform the age? 


Is it to be concealed, that men enter 
on the miniſtry, as apprentices on a trade, 
and uſe it as a mere means for a liveli- 
hood? How many are paſtors without the 
peoples conſent? And too many preach, 
while unacquainted with the goſpel as a 
law of faith, and rule of the recovery of 
apoſtate finners. The labours of ſuch have 
no tendency to convert or edify their hear- 
ers; yea, alas, converſion is judged a fool- 
1h thing to urge: All the moſt debauched 
and profane are regenerate, if they were 
baptized, and come to church. Many 
ſouls eternally periſh by the influence of 
this one principle, and the miniſtry is di- 
verted from its greateſt end. 

Have we not ſeen the miniſtry to 
much laid out to ſerve the late Sem. 
ments in deſigns of enſlaving the nations, 
and ruining the life of the Proteſtant reli- 
gion? Though amazing was the provi- 
dence which almoſt too late opened ſome 
men's eyes by a cloſe attempt againſt their 
own places, and fo ſwayed their minds, 
that they contributed to fave the land from 
that ruin, which a few more ſermons of 
non-reſiſtance (if believed by the nation) 
had render'd unavoidable. 'The good Lord 
continue that impulſe, leſt our miferies be- 
come greater by the beginnings of our de- 
liverance. I DESIGN 
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I DE$1GN nct this account of all our SER. 
pablick miniſters; bleſſed be God there are IV. 
many to whom the intereſts of Chriſt were 
more valuable, than to allow their labours | 
to ſerve any baſe deſign. But this of late 
was found the way of church preferments, 
wherewith too many complied ; and made 
the pulpit a ſtage for a poor oration, ra- 
ther than a place to teſtify for God, or 
bring ſouls nigher to him. 

ARE believers and ſerious chriſtians 
(whom I confine not to any ſect or party) 
free from contributing to fill up the mea- 
ſure of our iniquity ? Oh that they were! 
then ſhould my ſoul rejoice in hope; but 
its otherwiſe. Alas, how much have they 
made the vileſt abominations their own, 
by not mourning for them, and by their 
carnal liberty contributing to them ; Our 
) gold is become dra. How unedifying are If, i. 22. 
their diſcourſes? how unexemplary is their 
; walking? Each one ſeeks himſelf, and none 
the things of Chriſt. Circumſpectneſs is 
laid by as unfaſhionable ; the virgins all Matt. xxv. 
ſlumber and fleep. How few dare plead 5: 
the cauſe of God, or do expreſs his image 
| What heartleſs duties, froward paſſions, 
| notorious pride, and neglect of education 
g of children? Faſt-days are kept without 
| 
| 


9 
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humiliation ; ſacraments and ſermons are 

become lifeleſs ; God is ſenſibly withdrawn, 
and none bemoan it; religion is dying, and 
none uphold it. | 
; O 4 WHAT 
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Wu a chilneſs on the love of ſaints 
to each other? what ſordid diviſions and 


LV diſtances? A new ſtandard of godlineſs is 


erected, vig. a zeal for parties, and ſelfiſh 
intereſts, under pretence of Chriſt's inte- 
reſts; whilſt what is eſſentially and un- 
doubtedly his, recommends men little. 
How little do good men reliſh that life, 
light, and love, which is purely divine ? 

Can I excuſe diſſenters, as ſuch? No: 
To ſay nothing of ſome of them immerſed 
in deſtructive errors; alas! the more or- 
thodox have a ſhare in polluting and expo- 
ſing the nation; a vain itch hath ſeized 
much of our miniſtry; we ſtudy to pleaſe 
rather than profit ; we envy one another ; 
run into extremes, b2cauſe others come not 
up to divine inſtitutions; we overlook the 
mercy of our eaſe and liberty, becauſe we 
abound not as others do. Tremble! oh 
my ſoul! to think, how many, even of 
them, perſecute by railing, lying reports, 
non-communion, and cenſuring the ſtate 
of ſouls for non-compliance with doubtful 
notions. Too many ſet up uninſtituted 
terms of communion, deſtroy the paſtoral 
office, promote little deſigns with baſe 
tricks, and groſſeſt lying, under the covert 
of equivocation and ſurmiſes. 

WERE it not that ſome breathe another 
ſpirit, and more ſuitable to the divine na- 
ture, and the goſpel of Chriſt, I ſhould fit 
down with horror, and give up the. — 

| or 
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for loſt, The ſhadow hath ſenſibly eaten SE RNM. 
up the ſubſtance ; we have fancied, talked, IV. 
and diſputed a goſpel frame, and practical www 
holineſs, almoſt out of the land. A dead 

form is that which moſt are content with, 

and carnally plead for, whilſt they profeſs 

more purity and power than others. 

ARE theſe evils in the land, or no? are 
they fins? are they not general? Ariſe, O 
God! and convince us, embitter them to 
us. Oh, was there ever more need to 
crave the pourings out of thy Spirit, now 
its receſſes are ſo manifeſt ! How diſcerna- 
ble will be its pourings out, if thou bleſs 
us therewith ? 

2. IJ Do, in the name of God, call you 
to this true repentance for theſe national 
fins, 

Wr have nothing elſe left to relieve us; 
our begun deliverance will be abortive, yea, 
more deſtructive, without repentance. What 
nation ever needed repentance more; whom 
hath God oftner called, and more expreſly 
warned? He hath long waited to be gracious, 
and muſt he deſtroy us at laſt, when v 
of repenting? The ruins of all our neigh- 
bours cry to us, Repent, or you will be 
more miſerable than we are: God ſeems to 
be on his way to you with the dregs of the 
cup. Our ſins are of the groſſeſt nature, 
the longeſt continuance, and foreſt aggra- 
vations. 
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How often has God puniſhed this land 
for them, and yet we hold them faſt ? 


> What variety of judgments hath he eſſayed 


Jer. viii. 


5 


Ezra ix. 
14. 


Iſa. xxvi. 


10. 


our reformation by, but in vain? Thou 
London's plague and flames, ſhall not they 
reform thee? Will not former ſtreams of 
blood extinguiſh our luſts and diviſions ? 
Shall we force God to repeat them? We 
were lately on the brink of ruin, and yet 
the fame malignant, formal, and irreligi- 
ous temper revives. 

God hath, by a train of miracles, re- 
ſpited our woe, and begun our deliverance, 
but what are any fort of men amended? 
Methinks we ſhould have paſt our own 
doom with Ezra; Should we again break 
thy commandment, Kc. wenn laſt thou not be 
angry with us, till thou hadſt conſumed us, 
fo * there ſhould be no remnant nor Hea- 

1 
po THesEt abominations are yet more odi- 
ous by our profeſſion and advantages. To 
be acted by ſuch a notion, wearing a chriſ- 
tian name! "Theſe villanies were tolerable 
among Pagans, in compariſon of us; but 
in a place of light we have thus tranſgreſ- 
ſed, in a land of uprightneſs we have been 
thus vile. Oh the convictions, ſtruggles, and 
helps we muſt have trampled on! the many 
vows we have broken in all theſe tranſ- 
greſhons! Yet in the midſt of our rebel- 
lion, God renews his call, Repent, Oh 

ſinful 
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ſinful nation. Let the cry of mourners be 8E RR. 
heard in our ſtreets! Oh let ſhame cover IV. 
our face; if you have any pity for your 
ſelves or poſterity, truly repent at laſt. | 
VIE the national mercies you may 
enjoy by repenting, and that you are ſure 
to loſe by hardening your hearts againſt it. 

Read them over again where I named 
them ; are they not valuable enough to 
excite your reformation ? Oh that all would 
concur in their places to reform! When 
will magiſtrates reſtrain fin, diſannul all bad 
laws, and ſtate the terms of our miniſtry 
and communion, ſo that all may be uſeful, 
and not ſpoil their efficacy by guilt con- 
trated at their admiſſion ; nor perpetuate 
our diviſions, the conſequences whereof 
have been fo diſmal, and are like to be 
more ſo. When will m7:fters engage in 
the reformation of the land, by faithful 
warnings, ſharp reproofs, good examples, 
plain and importunate pleadings? Will the 
groſsly ſcandalous gentry and people abhor 
their enormities, and put away their great 
provocations, whoſe cry is gone up to the 
heavens ? Shall England's mercy be ſecured 
by a revival of ſtrictneſs of life, more love 
and power, among profeſſors? Will you be 
your country and church's plagues? That 
great good, which primitive faints rejoiced 
in the hope of; or overwhelming judg- 
ments, which poſterity will be aſtoniſhed 
at, do depend upon the return we _ 

+ | make 
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make to God's preſent call. Mercies of 
the moſt glorious nature are in the birth, 
and ſhall your, even your, impenitence ſtifle 
them? 

O return; and / you ill return, let 
it be to the Lord your God. All changes that 
amount not to this, will avail us nothing. 
Your prayers, your faſt-days, are as water 
ſpilt on the ground, without reformation. 
How can I ceaſe till the generality be per- 
ſuaded to do this, which is ſo neceſſary 


v. to our common weal? Let us all cry, Turn 


moſt reform. 


us, O Lord, and we ſhall, or will be turned. 
Frame your doings, as men determined to 
turn unto the Lord. Set heartily to it with 
all your might, for its hard work; delay it 
not a moment, Oh God bow our wills, 
that the land may jointly anſwer, Lo, we 
come unto thee, for thou art the Lord our 
God. | 

Can you pretend, Wherein ſhall ae re- 
turn? Alas, wherein have we not departed 
from him? All in a manner is out of 


frame; every thing, every perſon, conſide- 


rably needs amendment. Let us all unite 
in this, and God will bleſs us with light 
and love for union in other things, This 
work needs all our hands; let us make up 
that wherein others will be defective, all 
ſtriving to begin and outdo each. other. 
Oh that all emulation and ſtrife were re- 
duced to this, which of us ſhall firſt and 
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3. Ir the generality will not be perſua- SRRNM. 
ded to repent of national ſins, let not par- IV. 
ticular perſons neglect it. a 

I Am loth to deſcend ſo low, yet this 
is better than none: Who knows how 
many may be convinced by the repentance 
of a few? At leaſt you may preſerve your- 
ſelves, and view the publick calamity with Exck: is. 
more compoſure than other men, as having 4 ©- 
done your utmoſt to prevent them. We 
know not but God may delay judgments 

for the ſake of a few remarkable penitents, 
though we may not commonly expect it. 
Shall there be ſo great cauſe, and none ſet 

_ themſelves to it? Hath God none among 
us that regard his loudeſt calls? Can there 
be ſo little love to his name and honour 
in England, that even a few will not afflict 
their ſouls; and is he ſo provoked, that a 
tew will not teſtify againſt this common 
apoſtacy? Poor nation! that hAſt none that 
love thy welfare; that all will loſe ſhowers 
of mercy for thee, rather than ſ in rigb- 
teouſneſs. 

O that ſame would reſolye this day--- Ezck.xxii. 
Let not God fay, I ſought for a man, 30. 
but T found none. Repent of your per- 
ſonal fins, otherwiſe how can you re- 
yu of national fins. Examine thyſelf 

ow far thou art infected with the natio- 
nal provocations; what haſt thou contri- 
buted thereto ; charge thy ſoul therewith; 
Jay, the meaſure is ſo much the fuller for 
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Sy RNM. my fake; bewail thy. ſhare, mourn over 


IV. 


the faults of others; thou mayſt grieve 


— for what. thou canit not reform, but be 


ſure to reform thyſelf to thy utmoſt ; re- 
form thy family; yea, ſet thyſelf to bring 
All (thou art in thy place capable) to amend- 
ment. 

Do not judge of faults by the common 
opinion; let not the example of others be 
thy ſtandard, but ſet the divine rule before 
thee, and review things thereby: Reſolve 
to ſtem the tide, and to judge and act in 
the face of it. What though the multi- 
tude be againſt thee; what though bigots 
rail; what though many profeſſors, yea, 
men of thy own party condemn thee; all 
1s nothing, whilſt God will accept and ap- 
prove thee. A man muſt be ſingular that 
will reform himſelf in a degenerate age ; 
he muſt be reſolved, that will attempt to 
reform others. 

2. LE T us enquire, whether we may 
expect national mercies from our preſent 
frame and ſtate, I believe God will not 
forſake us, but in time he will do us good. 
But the enquiry is meant thus; Whether 
mercy will be immediately enjoyed ; is the 
wrath of God turned away; and will his 
progreſs in a way of judgments be ſtopped? 
' Can we reaſonably conclude, tho' the 


{word hath been furbiſhed, it ſhall not de- 


ſtroy; our warfare is accompliſhed, the 
clouds are paſt, the bitterneſs of death is 
Over. 
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over. Dare I ſay, Rejoice, O land, in the 8E RM. 


favour of a reconciled God ; for good, 


IV. 


only good, ſhall preſently be unto-thee? www 


I' SHALL, by way of objections, give 
ou what is matter of hopes; and, in the 
anſwer to thoſe objections, give you the 
ground of my fears, and in the end de- 
clare my thoughts. 

Object. 1. ARE there not ſome teſtimo- 
nies of national repentance, from whence 
we may hope mercy is towards us? As, 

1. Penal laws againſt the worſhip of God 
are as good as diſannulled, and perſecution 
is at a ſtop. 

Anſfw. 1. I wis the general remains 
of malignity, argue not a forrow for that 
liberty. | 

2. I FinD moſt of them that were. 
guilty of perſecution, inſtead of repenting 
of it, do juſtify it as a juſt proſecution, 
though it was an uſurpation of the rights 
of people, as men, and as chriſtians. 

3. ARE the facrament teſt, and act of 
uniformity removed ? 

2. We had a publick faſt-day kept with 
outward ſolemnity. 

Anfw, I WIL I. judge of no man's heart ; 
yet I cannot but obſerve, 

1. Ty E moſt polluting fins of the land 
were not folemnly owned, much leſs be- 
wailed. Where was a publick acknow- 
ledgment of the ſinful filencing two thou- 
land miniſters, becauſe they durſt not pro- 


fane 
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SE RN . fane their office, and plainly lie and per- 


IV. jure themſelves. I might name many ſuch 
other fins: Alas, general confeſſions avail 
little. 

2. WHAT publick reformation in life 
and manners appears ſince that day? what 
fewer oaths? Profaneneſs is no way aba- 
ted; men are returned with the dog to the 
vomit. Now faſtings, without amend- 
ment, are but a mockery with God, and 
profit not a people. 

. Men are fo far from repentance, 
that they cannot endure to be reproved for 
their ſins. They fay you irritate, if you 
mention their offences: They like to hear 
others accuſed, but abhor the leaſt hint 
againſt their own faults. Tell the impoſer 
on the church, that uninſtituted terms of 
communion are ſinful, and rage is awaken'd. 
Perſuade the bitter ſpirit to be peaceable, and 
his tongue is ſoon envenomed, and you ſhall 
be railed on as the great diſturber. 

Object. 2. But @ great part of the land 
is innocent of ſome of the moſt notorious crimes; 
the ſober perſons are many, who ſhare not in 
the profaneneſs of the land; the perſecuted 
and ejected cannot be guilty of the oppreſſions 
they were under; and many of the church of 
England never agreed thereto. 

Anſw. 1. How little do ſuch truly 
mourn for thoſe ſins of other men? How 
much more common is it to hear the bet- 
ter ſort ſcoff and laugh at profaneneſs, than 

bewail 
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than mourned for. By this we become 


guilty. 
2. ARE not there iniquities with the 
foberer part of the nation, impenitently 
continued in to this day? Do we ſee back= 
ſlidings healed? How much more mortified, 
heavenly, circumſpect, charitable or fruit 
ful, are the hopefulleſt perſons in the land, 
by all our calls? Yea, our complaints, tho' 
ſo general, little tend to alter us: 


Object. 3. Bur if we conſider the /ove- 
reign — of God with us, may not we 
expect mercy, though we ſee not repen- 
tance ? As, 

1. God bath lately wrought a great de- 


liverance, when we were on the brink of 


ruin; and that by a ſeries of miracles, when 
we Were as unworthy as Wwe are now. 
 Anſw. 1. Su cn deliverances are never 
compleated, and ſeldom long continue, 
where repentance doth not immediately 
follow. Though God may command de- 
liverance firſt, yet he annexeth holineſs to 
it; and where that fails, the beginnings of 
ſafety prove a ſnare, and do expoſe to grea- 
ter diſtreſs : 
be cleanſeth them from iniquity. 
2. Do not we find that deliverance 1s., 
at a ſenſible „op, for want of our amend- 
ment? Inſtruments to ſave us ſeem leſs apt, 
our enemies are in better heart, and a much 
P more 
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IV. 


LI NI 


Our righ- Iſa. Ixiv. 


teouſneſs is as filthy rags; we fade as a leaf. 8.7 


When be ſaved from Babylon, — xvii. 


. "XX XV1. 23, * 
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SERM. more threatening poſture. The hand of 

IV. God is at a ſtop; thoſe hopeful touches on 
V the minds of men, are much defaced ; the 

that mean well, are leſs ſpirited and en- 

truſted ; they who deſign ill, are more vi- 

gorous and countenanced. What a change 

have a few months made in our hopes, tho 

they were raiſed by the higheſt diſplays of 

divine power and goodneſs? Its almoſt true, 

2 Kings You ſhall concetve chaff, and bring forth 

If. Si. ſtubble; your breath as fire ſhall devour 


ſuffer a work, wherein he hath ſo immedi- 

ately appeared, to be imperfect, notwith- 
flanding we reform not? 

Anſw. 1. Go p hath his honour con- 

cerned in giving national mercies to an im- 

penitent people, as well as in not perfecting 

Ifa. v. 16. a begun deliverance. He is ſanctified in 

ain . affliting a ſinful land; his government is 

viii. 15. 
rſuadable peo- 


Pf. Ixxiv. Expoſed in ſparing an u 
10, 18. ple; nay, we oftner find him bear the re- 
elivering his afflicted peo- 
ple, than of not puniſhing a rebellious peo- 
e. N 
F 2. Gop can ſecure his honour in both 
theſe reſpects, with great conſſtency. He 
may ruin popery in other places, whilſt he 
expoſeth Proteſtants to it here. He may 
perfect this begun deliverance in England as 
to Papiſts, that they may not 8 
all 
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and yet diſtreſs Proteſtants by each other, SE RNM. 


and ſo ſtill puniſh the land for its impe- 
nitency. | | 

Object. 4. God ſeems to ſingle. out ſome 
particular families for judgments, who have 
been moſt acceſſary to the fins of our land. 
He hath altered the ſucceſſion, and fo its 
probable he may not puniſh the nation for 
the iniquity of the throne. 

nſw. 1. GoD may puniſh a land for 
the fins of a former king, though the go- 
vernment be transferred into another fa- 
mily, God puniſhed Tae! with three 


IV. 


2 


years famine, in David's reign, for Saul 1 Sam. 
and his bloody houſe, becauſe he flew the- 


Gibeonites. | 

2. Ir others do not take warning by 
ſuch judgments as are levelled againſt par- 
ticular perſons, and repent, judgments will 
extend beyond thoſe perſons or families. 
Succeſſors, by the ſame neglects and provo- 
cations, will expoſe a land to miterles, 
though their title be not derived by deſcent 
from former offenders. Yea, if a new go- 
vernment and people purge not the land 
of the crimes, which had their riſe in a 
former court, the vengeance will follow to 
the extent of the infection, and the guilty 
at leaſt be in danger of miſery. David 
righted the injured Gibeonites before the 
famine ceaſed. 

3. How little is profaneneſs or 2rrelr- 
gion reſtrained ? how faint and few are the 
F2 attempts 
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SERM. attempts for reforming the nation, fince 


IV. 


God hath bleſſed us with a prognoſtick of 


GY good in the change of our government: 


Rev. xix. 
25 Ty 8 . 


Are men ſpirited for this, as Zo/ftah, Ezra, 
Nebemiah, &c. To be infected by others 
ſeems eaſier than to reform them. 
Object. 5. Are we not under ſuch ac- 
compliſhment of propheſies, as may argue a 
Proteſtant kingdom begun to be delivered, 


ſhall have its deliverance perfected, notwyth- 


ſtanding its ſinful diſtempers? Is not the 


Philadelphian fate beginning, the witneſſes 
riſing, the Ottoman empire falling, and 
Antichriſt's rum juſt reviving and perfect- 
ing even to the utmoſt of the judgments de- 
termined againſt him ? 

Anſw. I AM well perſuaded of all this, 
and have declared it many years, when 
the contrary was more probable as to the 
poſture of affairs here, and in the reſt of 


Europe; yet let me tell you, 


I. THAT in the accompliſhment of 
theſe propheſies, the Spirit will be abun- 
dantly poured out, in order to the eminent 
holineſs of ſuch places as ſhare in theſe 
bleſſings. All the promiſes that refer to 
theſe latter days, are full of peace, purity 
of doctrine, and worſhip, and true godli- 
neſs, With the ſong for antichriſt's fall, 
the church 7s made ready, and clean lin- 
nen, which 1s the righteouſneſs of the ſaints, 
zs given to her, 


2. ALMOST 


, 
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2. AL Mos at the entrance of fulfilling St Rm. 
theſe propheſies, there will be the moſt IV. 
ſhaking and aſtoniſhing diſpenſation to W 
wards the churches, as ever befel them: 
Then is the great earthquake, ſuch as Was Rev. xvi. 
not ſince men were upon the earth, ſo mighty 184 . 
an earthquake, and ſo great. This is that © 7 
hour of temptation which ſhall come upon 
all the world. Theſe epiſtles I take to be 
prophetick of the moſt eminent periods of 
the church ſtate, from Chriſt's time, to 
the end of the world; and this trial is in 
the beginning of the Philadelphian ſtate. 
Its true, indeed, this will benefit the church 
at laſt, and be fatal to its enemies and falſe 
members, but it will be terrible to all. 

3. SUCH an awful diſpenſation ſeems 
neceſſary to purge the church, and lay a 
good foundation of its real and laſting glory. 
This will be a means to convince falſe and 
irreligious Proteſtants, that ſaid they were Rev. ili. 9. 
Jews, and were not. It will pluck u 
every plant out of the church, which God 
hath not planted. Hereby all conſtitutions 
repugnant to Chriſt's intereſts will be over- 
thrown. Without ſuch a paroxiſm, how 
ſhould degenerated chriſtianity recover it- 
ſelf ? how ſhall the power of reforming the 
church be reſcued out of the hands of ſuch 
who hate its purity. and ſpiritual welfare ? 

Irs next to impoſſible, by any calmer 
means, to ſettle peace in the church, or 
awaken Proteſtants out of that formal tem- 


3 per, 
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SERM, per, which is the epidemick crime of the 
IV. Sardinian interval. You have it expreſſed 
in thoſe words, Thou haſt a name to live, 


and art dead. Many are really dead as 
unregenerate, others dead in oppoſition to 
ſpiritual livelineſs. 


Tu us I have repreſented to you, what 
ſeems moſt conſiderable, as to the poſture 
of our land, with reſpect to national mer- 
cies. 

I SHALL offer my own thoughts upon 
the whole. | 

I THINK the repentance of England for 
national ſins, is ſhort of that which may 
give us grounds to expect national mercies. 

THE methods of God indeed ſeem de- 
ſigned to make us a happy people, but it 
muſt be in the proper way and ſeaſon. 
The great things God hath begun to work, 
the liberty he hath ſettled, the diſpoſition 
in many young ones to return to God, and 
comply with his deſigns; his manifeſt ex- 
poſing ſuch who were likely to obſtruct a 
reformation, ſupport my hopes that bleſ- 
{ings are in reſerve for this finful land; 
but yet its probable that ſome extraordi- 
nary ſtorm will fall upon the nation, as a 
means to bring us to amendment, and a 
teſtimony from heaven againſt our crying 
evils, and ſhameful impenitency. By ter- 
rible things God will prepare us for bleſ- 
ſings, and introduce our happineſs by = 

whic 
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which will try our utmoſt faith. I can SER. 
hardly account our foundations ſure, while IV. 
men juſtify their fins, and perfiſt in them. 
Our very reformation is impoſſible, whilſt 

men of moiſt influence have.no heart to it, 

yea, hate and fear it. Whenever I ſee 
magiſtrates engage in reforming us, as their 

great duty, and with their whole might : 
When men of power eſteem repentance to 

be the trueſt intereſt of the nation : When 

the miniſtry is awakened to cry aloud, 

and doth impartially repreſent to the land 

all its fins and dangers, not miſtaking, or 
palliating, our offences: When the body 

of the land, at leaſt a conſiderable part of 

it, do crave and approve of reformation, 

and concur with the means God ſhall pre- 

pare for it: Then, and not till then, ſhall 

I account our repentance hopeful, and 
conſequently expect the bleſſings to be 
eſtabliſhed which God ſeems earneſt to 
beſtow. 

Bo r who ſhall live when God doth this? Numb. 
What overturnings will effect it, when ſo *. 22. 
many have failed to do us any good ? Its 
ſomething very amazing, which can alter 
minds ſo averſe, or remove men unchange- 
ably obſtinate ; yet the providences of God 
towards England are like to be terrible in 
proportion to all this. I do not herein 
limit the Holy One, but humbly propoſe 
my thoughts, as to the uſual aptitude of 
means to their end; not wholly neglecting 

P 4 the 
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Jer. viii. 


6. 


Jer. x11. 
27. 
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SE RM. the indications of preſent providences, as 


to this matter; much leſs would J over- 


lock ſcripture propheſies. 


Usr f LAMENTATION. 


LET us lament the impenitency of the 
nation, and its forfeiture of mercies, and 
hazard of judgments hereby. 

Wu Ax can be cauſe of mourning equal 
to our obſtinateneſs? We are guilty of 
bloody crimes, and moſt regard it not: 
We ſcem reconciled to our abominations, as 
if they were innocent ; and are as ſecure as 
if God had not threatned to puniſh a peo- 
ple for them. 

Tux land is full of fin, after all the 
means which were ſent to cleanſe us. The 
fire hath devoured, yet our droſs remains: 
The plague hath, in its rage, ſwept away 
thouſands, yet the provocations of England 
abate not, How oft hath the Lord cried, 
Wilt thou not be clean; when ſhall it once 
be? But we have held faſt our ſeveral ini- 
uitics. 

ITs but lately that popery and flavery 
were coming on us like a deluge, to the 
amazement of all that could with any zeal 
conſider it; but the nation now ſeems 
ſorry that i it was at all convinced, and re- 
pents that there was the leaſt motion in it 
towards amendment. 


On 
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On the ferment that haſtily ſucceeded 8E RM. 


eur fears, leaſt ſobriety or holineſs ſhould 


IV. 


obtain! God hath followed his rebuke 


with undeſerved, yea, unexpected, mercies; 
but this ſun-ſhine hath made weeds to 

grow, inſtead of rendering judgments ef- 
fectual to make us holy. 

WA methods have been untried, but 
none ſucceed ? Which is the nation that 
ever withſtood ſo many and various calls 
to repentance? Nzneveh is England's re- 
proach ; ſhe repented at the firſt warning: 
Sodom would have condemned us, had it 
been truſted with half our advantages. Can 


the earth ſhew an inſtance of perverſeneſs 


equal to ours? as if the goſpel had extin- 
guiſhed natural conſcience, or a chriſtian 
profeſſion did make us more regardleſs than 


Pagans. Every thing ſeems to harden us; 


we grow worſe by thoſe things that reco- 
ver others. 

ALAas! we have few that bemoan our 
want of mourning : Are all our Feremiabs 
| aſleep, that none drop a tear for England's 
ſecurity ? Do all think it needleſs, or hope- 


leſs, to turn unto the Lord, that fo few 


ſeem to ſet themſelves in earneſt about it. 
How very few ſymptoms have we, that we 
are not under a judicial hardneſs? Many 
are convinced they ought to repent, yea, 
many reſolve it ; but how abortive doth all 
prove? Our iniquities baffle our reſolves, 
and ſatan triumphs over the vanity of our 

A purpoſes, 
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purpoſes, What a hateful proſpect doth 
our nation afford to God and angels? We 


are a wonder to ourſelves, when a drowſy 


mind allows us to entertain any ſerious con- 


ſiderations. 


LoRD, what will the end of theſe things 
be? Wilt thou always bear, and ſeem to 
obſerve our provocations as ſlightly as we 
do? Alas! this would make us more miſe- 
rable than God's ſoreſt rebukes: Judg- 
ments more awful than any we have yet 
felt, are become even neceſlary to our hap- 
pineſs; but though they are needful, what 
heart can endure them ? What terror muit 
attend thoſe diſpenſations, which will ſe- 
parate the precious from the vile, pluck up 
conſtitutions ſo rooted by intereſt, cuſtom, 
malignity and ignorance ; diſable the irre- 
ligious from ſettling church or ſtate, and 
embitter our reigning fins to careleſs, ſcorn- 
ful, and reſolute offenders? How dreadful 
is that ſtorm that will drive all good men 
together, when they are canton'd into ſo 
many parties, embittered by mutual pre- 
judices, fond of, and valuing themſelves 
by fond opinions, and diſtances from others, 
eſpecially whilſt ſelf-conceit and ignorance 
ſo prevail? How hot is that fire which 
will purge out the droſs among churches, 
when its eaten even into our hearts? What's 
that which can awaken drowſy ſaints, make 


the ſelfiſn, publick-ſpirited, bring the care- 


leſs to holy watchfulneſs, and revive that 
ſimplicity, 
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ſimplicity, ſavourineſs, and heavenly-mind- SE RM. 
edneſs, which is become ſuch a myſtery, IV. 
and ſo unfaſhionable? Surely we may &x- ww 
a complication of woes, and each fil- 
led with unuſual degrees of God's aveng- 
ing {kill and power. 
WHAT may we not awfully expect ? 
Diſappointment by the likelieſt men, diſſo- 
lution of the moſt conceited churches, a 
ſhaking of the nation's pillars, a ſucceſſive | 
change of inſtruments, frequent blaſts on 
un deliverances, revivals by the moſt 
improbable inſtruments, many entire over- 
turnings and changes; oppoſition among 
the beft friends, very near approaches of the 
moſt dreaded miſchiefs, mens minds ſtruck 
with tremblings, all carnal refuge failing us, 
reaſon put to a nonplus, probable and im- 
probable confounded beyond conjecture, 
counſel hid from the wie, force and power 
baffled, authority become weak, all order 
diſturbed, men at a loſs what to wiſh, or 
deprecate ; uncertain what to hope or fear, 
whom to diſtruſt, or confide in. 
THESE, and many ſuch things, ſeem 
obvious in the conſtitution of that day of 
the Lord that is like to be upon us. And 
how many more awful things are in his 
treaſures, to fill up that diſpenſation, of 
which he hath ſo long warned the world, 
as ſtrange and unuſual ? We cannot judge 
of this great earthquake (which will affect 
us 


; 
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SERM. us as well as other nations) by what hath 


Iſa. xxii. 


RTE ENTAN CE, &c. 


been; for it is to exceed ail that is paſt, 


WV Who knows what new. fights, ſtrange 


ſtrokes upon the ſpirits of men, and un- 
heard-of judgments, may be reſerved for 
this ſeaſon. Can we love our nation, and 
be unmoved? Can we hate ourſelves ſo, as 
not to lament that theſe awful things ſhould 
find us impenitent; yea, carry in them 
diſpleaſing rebukes for that impenitency ? 
Should not we all wiſh, that each of our 
eyes were fountains of tears, to bewail, at 
once, the obſtinateneſs and the impending 
dangers of the land of our nativity : Look 
away from me, I will weep bitterly ; labour 
not to comfort me, becauſe of the ſpoilings of 
the daughter of” my people : For it is a day 
of trouble, and of treading down, and of 
perplexity by the Lord God 9 of hoſts in the 
valley of viſion, breaking rt. of walls, and 
of crying ta the mountains. 
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The Excellency of a Publick Spirit : 
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1. A 


SERMON 


PREACHED AT THE 


FUNERAL 


Of that late Reverend DiviNE 


Dr. SAMUEL ANMINESLEY. 


FADE A AAR Artie er 


To that Flock of CHRIS T, 
over Which the Reverend 


Dr. Anneſley was lately 
Paſtor. 


Much honoured, and eſteemed, 


l S preſents y ou with 
4 2 diſcourſe ( for ſub- 
ance) preached and 
NEE printed at your de- 

fire. I faintly hope 
its acceptance with many, when 
juſtice is become @a ſtranger, and 
a mere honeſt man a glorious ti- 
tle. Publick uſefulneſs muff ſcarce 
eſcape with the brand of folly, with 
thoſe whoſe trade is turned into trick- 


ing, or account publick employs nb 
more than a decent opportunity to 


cheat 


* 
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cheat the people: But truth may 
profit them, unleſs a zeal for their 
diſeaſe will not allow their read- 
ing what is directed for their re- 
covery. To you, and ſome others, 
this ſubject muſt appear too plainly 
inſtamped with God's image and 
authority, and a tendency to com- 
non-weal, to admit the cenſure of 
à narrow ſpirit (however diſguiſed) 
zo be its flandard ; eſpecially, when 
this is what commended your late 
paſtor to ſuch unuſual affection, as 
you expreſſed to him living, dying, 
yea, when dead. Yet this might 
be expected, ſeeing his very ſpirit 
is transfuſed into his people ; by 
whoſe bounty (in good part) be 
performed ſuch great things for 
a common good. Few miniſters 
had ſuch cauſe of glorying in /o 
many publick-ſpirited hearers, as 
yours, Mr. Denham, Mr. Hartley, 
Mr. Cockerill, with many now at 


reſt 7 might be named; 5 the living 
T ſcarce 


Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


I ſcarce forbear. The ſermon is 


much enlarged, and the method 


ſomewhat changed, that it may 
more contribute to common ſervice- 
ableneſs. What's more defireable, 
than to be uſeful in making others 


ſo? Hence the eminent ſervices of 


Mr. Brand /o revived the Doctor: 


And hereby we muſt extend and 
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perpetuate publick benefits, yea, oft 


above our own ability, and beyond 
our life. Promote you that deſign 
in this barren age, by putting this 
traci into hands who need it, and 
by your own vigorous example and 
prayers, that it may be ſeen the 
ſpring of your charity and chriſtian 
aftiveneſs, is more laſting than the 
exemplary life or labours of your 
deceaſed Guide. May you find, in 
ſpirituals and externals, there is 
that ſcattereth, and yet increaſeth. 
The liberal ſoul ſhall be made fat; 


and he that watereth, ſhall be wa- 


tered alſo himſelf. 4nd may all 


QC of 
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of us be excited to more holy fer- 
vour, by the death of two ſuch as 
Dr. Anneſley, and fervent Mr. 
Oldfield in one day, and worthy 
Mr. James /oon after. 


Jam, 


Your Servant, 


In the Goſpel, 


Damel Williams. 


C 
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Acrs XII. 36. 
For David, after he had ſerved 


his own generation, by the will 
of God, fell on ſleep. 


LIES 


3 ES = OUR requeſt bringing me SxzM, 


S hither upon this ſad occa- 
&&) tor's death) I have made 


OX choice of this text as pro- 
G r to inforce an impor- 
tant duty, n though ſo little regarded 
by moſt in our age, yet the deceaſed was 
faithful in the practice of; yea, ſo eminent, 
that J hope he will be a moving example 
to others in this, wherein the ſignal excel- 
lency of his own life conſiſted. 

TH E words read are part of St. Paul's 
ſermon to the Fews at Antioch, in which, 
after a fit introduction, 

1. HE proves Jeſus to be the Chriſt, 
from ver. 23----38. an article which (ſap- 
poling the knowledge of God) hath the 
greateſt influence in all our religious hopes 
and duties; and therefore a firm aſſent 
thereto ought to be more endeavoured than 


Q 2 I fear 


n fion, (your venerable Pa- — 


— — . ——— 3 
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The Excellency of 


I fear is uſual with many, who boaſt of a 
chriſtian name. 'This point he argues from 


theſe topicks ; Jeſus was of David's ſeed, 


which the Chriſt was to be, ver. 23, 24. 
Jeſus was he whom Jobn (in ſuch eſteem 
with them) did bear teſtimony to, that he 
was the Chriſt, ver. 24, 25. In the unjuſt 
condemnation and barbarous killing of this 
Jeſus, the Jews had unwittingly fulfilled, 
in -every circumſtance, all the prophejies 
which foretold the unjuſt and cruel ufages 
the Chriſt ſhould meet with, ver. 27, 28, 
29. This Jeſus God had certainly raiſed 


from the dead, according as it was in ſeve- 


ral places prophefied of the Chriſt, and 
promiſed to him; which reſurrection was 
God's teſtimony concerning him, that he 
was his eternal Son incarnate. But leſt any 
might object that that text, P/. xvi. 10. was 
fulfilled in David, the apoſtle obviates this, 
by ſhewing that David lay in his grave fo 
long as to putrify, which the Chriſt was 
not to do, neither did our Jeſus: And by 
this occaſion the words of my text are in- 
troduced, as David's praiſe, which the apo- 
{tle would not omit, tho his argument lies 
in that part of the verſe which I have not 
read, viz. He ſaw corruption. And the fol- 
lowing ver/es, 38, 39. are both arguments 
for Jeſus being the Chriſt, in that forgrve- 
neſs of fin (to which the Moſaick ceremo- 
nies and facrifices were altogether unavail- 
able, but as types and ſhadows paring 
| What 
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what Jeſus did and ſuffered) was preached SERM. 
V. 


through this Feſus. 


2. THERE is a ſerious offer of forgive 


neſs to all of them, made in the name and 
authority of our Saviour Chriſt. 

3. Hz inforceth this with an awaken- 
ing caution, vg. That they prevent not 
their own falvation, yea, aggravate not 
their miſery by rejecting this Jeſus, the 
Chriſt, the Lord; 9. d. the Lord Jeſus, 
fulfilling all that's foretold of his death 
and reſurrection, his being the crucified 
and riſen Saviour; yea, the offer of that 
bleſſed forgiveneſs he purchaſed, will not 
ſuffice to your ſalvation, unleſs you alſo 
truſt and receive him. Nay, if you re- 
ceive him not, and accept not ſalvation in 
the way he propoſeth, your puniſhment. 
will be ſorer than if forgiveneſs had been 
never offered, yea, than if there were no 
Saviour, ver. 40, 41. For the profitable 
matter, not the mere connexion, having 
thus far diverted, I aſſume the text, which 
gives us account, 

i. Or David's publick uſefulneſs while 
living; he ſerved his own generation by the 
will of God. Tw:z and chi, being alike go- 
verned by the verb Unee7ioes, cauſeth an- 
other reading to be as grammatical, vis. 
After he had ſerved the will of God in his 
own generation; (that of Eraſinus being 
too remote to deſerve much regard, vix. 
That he fell aſleep by the will of God) yet 
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SERM. the ſenſe of both readings alike ſecures the 
V. great duty of publick uſefulneſs to be Da- 
vids praiſe. If you prefer the latter, his 


ſervice is determined to the publick weal 
in his own generation, tho' it may more 
expreſsly include alſo his care for his own 
foul, by his obedience to God's will, as 
preſcribing the rule by which we muſt be 
ſaved; (which was the goſpel law then as 
truly as it is now) of which a faithful im- 
provement of our talents 1s no ſmall part. 
But the order of the words moſt favours 
our own tranſlation, which it is a fault 
needleſly to recede from. The former 
part, vig. Serving bis generation, will be 
ſo inlarged on, as the ſcope of my diſ- 
courſe, that at preſent I need ſay no more 
than to note, that the word ſerve, Ccreperioas, 
Is metaphorical, and denotes both the pub- 
lick influence of David's labours, and his 
great ſubjection : It alludes to a man's row- 
ing in a veſſel under the conduct of a ſu- 
perior pilot. The royal prophet was but 
an under-rower ; 1. e. as much under di- 
vine authority, and as dependant, as if the 
meaneſt man. He ſerved in the veſſel, 
012. the church and ſtate, the ſafe paſſage 
whereof he conſulted, and ſubſerved, as 
his principal buſineſs. 

By the will of God. God did not only 
ſerve his purpoſes by him, which the moſt 
regardleſs and obſtinate cannot prevent, but 
this bleſſed man did deſignedly and 155 

| fully 
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fully ferve thoſe purpoſes God intended in SERM- 
his age and place; he obeyed God's will as V. 
he had notice of it, and whatever labour, 
expence, or danger attended it, This will | 
of God he ſtill conſulted, as to the matter 
and manner of his performances. If you 
read the hiſtory of David's life, and the 
book of Pſalms, you'll find the laudable 
character in my text evidenced in almoſt 
an uninterrupted ſeries of publick and pro- 
fitable actions, from his very youth to his 
death, By him God ſaved Iſrael from 
greateſt dangers; he ſecured their peace, 
enlarged their borders; he fought their 
+ battels, united the tribes, brought the ark 
to Zion, eſtabliſhed the publick worſhip, 
encouraged and propagated real piety, ex- 
emplified the divine law in the courſe of 
his practice. Few are the inſtances where- 
in he came ſhort of the common good as 
the ſcope ; yea, his heart was ſo enlarged, 
as to reſolve greater things than God 
thought fit to permit his execution of, as 
building the temple (for which, neverthe- 
leſs, he prepared the materials). How ſo- 
licitous was he that his indiſpoſed age it- 
ſelf might not fail to be uſeful to God's 
honour in his own, yea, future generati- | 
ons? O God, thou haſt taught me from Pal. xi. 
my youth, and hitherto have ] declared thy 175 18. 
wondrous works : Now, alſo, when I am old 
and grey-headed, O God, forſake me not un- 
til I have ſhewed thy ſtrength to this gene- 
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ration, 
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SERM. ration, and thy power to every one that is 


fo come. A lite ſo eminently uſeful, might 


WY” well warrant his ſaying, 1 bear up the pil- 
lars of the earth; deſerve the peoples ac- 
Sam. knowledgment, Thou art worth ten thou- 
run 3. fande of us; and anſwer the teſtimony the 


omniſcient God gave beforehand concern- 
ing him, I have found David a man after 
my own heart, who will fulfil all my vill. 
2. Or David's death: He fell aſleep, 
after, not before, he had faithfully ſerved 
a common good, nor later than he was 
capable to do ſo. Every man is immortal, 
be his danger never ſo great, till he hath 
accompliſhed the ſervice God deſigned by 
him; and there is ſcarce a good man (that 
knows himſelf ſuch) but would live till his 
courſe in ſervice be finiſhed, or would 
chuſe to live longer than he can be ſervice- 


able: But when we are unfit to be inſtru- 


ments of good to others, and are wrought 
to a meetneſs for glory, its fit time others 
have our place whom providence hath ſui- 
ted to God's further deſigns, by ſomewhat 
peculiarly fitted to the riſing generation. 
Tu E word by which David's death is 
expeſſed, is πν n, he laid him down to 
fleep; which notes death to be no terror 
to him, and that reſurrection would cer- 
tainly enſue. K 
Tu E former part of the text is what ! 
ſnall principally inſiſt on; therein David 
is commended, and they who _ 
| ife, 
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life, partake of the like honour. Two SzRm. 
obſervations the words eaſily afford. V. 
ft OZ/. IT's an excellent character of WW 
a deceaſed perſon, that by faithfulneſs and 
diligence in his place, he hath been emi- 
nently uſeful in his generation. 
To render this intelligible and uſeful, 
I ſhall, 
I. ExPLAIN this character. 
II. Give an account of ſome things re- 
quiſite to render a man eminently uſeful 
in his generation, who is capable to be ſo 
by his gifts, eſtate, office, &c. 
III. EVI DpENCE the excellence of this 
deſcribed character. 


S E T. 


Fo R the explication of this character, 
I ſhall propoſe the following heads, which 
I think will render that duty plain, which 
I would this day call you to the perfor- 
mance of, 

1. Gop ſo diſpoſeth of men in their 
reſpective generations, that they are capa- 
ble of being benefited by each other. 

TH x parts of a political body can no 
more ſay to each other, I have no need of 1 Cor. xii. 
thee, than thoſe of the natural; which 21 
diſpoſition of things is the foundation of 
all ſocieties. Men need each other, and 
are receptive of mutual advantages; con- 
yerſation, friendſhip, families, trades, com- 
mon 
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mon ſafety, (and what not) are provided 
for hereby, and without it would be de- 


| (OY feated and ceaſe. The all-wiſe God hath 


placed men in that poſture towards each 
other, that no one is ſelf-ſufficient : Some 
need health, others knowledge, others de- 
fence, others food and raument, others 
counſel, others reproof and ſpiritual in- 


- ſtruction, others comfort, and the like: 


John x11. 


In each of theſe reſpects, thoſe words of 
our Saviour may be applied, The poor you 
have always with you; ſome that need 
your help, many in a great degree, moſt 
in one fort or other; ſo that none can 
pretend want of objects, or occaſions, as 
a plea why they are not uſeful ; they are 
daily at hand, and adapted to the nature 
and proportion of your talents. Infinite 
wiſdom hath contrived the ſeveral wants 
of mankind to give opportunity for em- 
ploying that common ſtock he hath dif- 
tributed ; and as wonderful is it, that thoſe 
very wants. are the great means that the 
ſeveral poſſeſſors of that common ſtock re- 


ceive benefit by the ſhares thereof which 


they reſpectively do enjoy : For its viſible, 
that whatever any one man enjoys, would 
leave him diſtreſſed, unleſs by exchanging 
that with another, he were relieved by 
what that other man poſſeſſeth, and him- 
felf wants. Nay, that no man may reflect 
on God as unkind to the world, becauſe 


the poor are ſo many, its worthy our ad- 
miration, 
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miration, that poverty itſelf is very con- SERM. 
ducive to the publick good; not only as it V. 
prevents much ſin, but as its the greateſt 
ſpur to diligence, callings, inventions, and 
ſervices, which the common benefit de- 
pends upon; yea, were none poor, every 
man would be next to miſerable, by want- 
ing all thoſe conveniencies which they now 
obtain by another perſon's want, or deſire 
of wealth. Who would be ſervants, pri- 
vate ſoldiers, ſeamen, handicrafts-men, &c. 
if none were poor? If ſome would ſtudy 
law, phyſick, Sc. its from few of them 
that their neighbours could expect the ad- 
vantage of their arts. Of them who would 
fail to other countries, and bring back any 
thing of their peculiar growth, how few, 
if any beſides themſelves, ſhould be the 
better for them? I wiſh I might not ſay 
we ſhould have fewer preachers, and not 
many ſo eager of places in the government. 
But I digreſs too far in juſtifying provi- 
dence in ſuch neceſſities among men, as 
render them capable of being benefited, 
and conſequently in giving ſcope to others 
uſefulneſs, 

2. EVERY man may be more or lefs 
uſeful to others; and every good man is 10. 
' Eacn may influence for benefit, tho 
in different. kinds, and unequal ſpheres : 
He that hath not pounds, hath his mites ; 
and, tho' he cannot profit multitudes, may 
benefit ſome few, If you cannot inſtru 
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1 Cor. xii. 


Pſal. cxii. 
8.5 


Jam. ii. 
16. 
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the ignorant, you can relieve the poor, 
and encourage the miniſtry. Are you fo 
indigent, that you have nothing to give, 
yet you may pray for many, and be exam- 
ples of meekneſs and patience. Some are 
unfit to ſerve the publick, in an office, 
who yet are capable to vote for a man 


that's fit to ſerve. Divine bounty hath 


provided a ſupply among men for thoſe 


neceſſities to which mankind. is ſubject : 
But a great part of the miſery of the world 
is owing to ſome mens inordinate craving 
more than they need, and to others not 
duly laying out what they are intruſted 
with for others: Whereas, what God hath 
diſtributed among men, is a common ſtock 
to benefit the body; and of the ſeveral parts 
and ſorts thereof, I may ſay as of thoſe 
ſpiritual gifts, They are all given to profit 
others with ourſelves : Els avugzpsy. God al- 
lows not a man in the Lord's prayer fo 
much as to aſk daily bread for himſelf 
alone. 

ToTALLY to neglect the benefit of 
others, argues ſuch unfaithfulneſs to God, 
and injuſtice, yea, cruelty, to men, that I 
repent not of ſaying, every good man 1s 
uſeful to others. To be good, and not to 
do good, is a contradiction ; as it is to do 
good, and not to do that which is benefi- 
cial: A good man ſbeweth favour, and lend- 
eth: A Be thou warmed, is equally an ar- 
gument of a bad heart, and of a dead 

faith. 
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faith, That religion which lieth in mere Serv. 
words, tho noiſy ; and in mere hopes, tho V. 
confident, will be found vain in itſelf, and 
uſeleſs to its owners; it will not be ſaving 
to ourſelves, if it be not profitable to others. 

3. Gop hath render'd ſome men capa- 
ble of greater and more publick ſervice 
than others. 
ITs true of the publick ſtore of talents, 
as of our common mother the earth, The Ecclef. v. 
profit of it is for all; nevertheleſs ſome 9 
parts are a richer ſoil than others. So ſome 
men are far more capable of common uſe- 
fulneſs than their neighbours are ; and this 
by God's diſpoſal, whatever be the juſt 
means of acquirement ; yea, his permiſſive 
ordering hath place, tho' the means be un- 
juſt. 
CAPACITIES for ſervice are various, 
according to mens offices, gifts, eſtates, 
intereſt, opportunities, and whatever elſe 
would render a man publickly uſeful, were 
the poſſeſſor thereof but faithful and dili- 
gent. The degrees of each of them deter- 
mine to what meaſure a man is capable to 
be a common bleſſing; whether he be ac- 
tually ſo or not. Vain it were for any man 
to pretend himſelf leſs capable to do good 
than in truth he is, for God keeps a juſt 
account of the place every man ſtands in, 
and the talents each man poſſeſſeth; and 
he hath affixed a charge of ſervice to the 
extent of every man's ability. A magiſtrate 
| or 
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Se2M. or miniſter may do more good than a pri- 
V. vate perſon, a rich man than a poor, one 
ol great parts than one of leſſer; a magi- 
ſtrate in higher place, than another in a 
lower; a miniſter eminently qualified, than 
one leſs ſo. Its ſad that no man fails to ex- 
pect regard according to his utmoſt prehe- 
minence, and yet few reckon themſelves 
hereby under any greater capacity for ſer- 
vice: They have no reſpect to that, tho it 
be what God did moſt intend in the ine- 

quality of his gifts. 

4. Mx are obliged: to uſefulneſs in 
proportion to their reſpective capacities for 
it, and call unto it. 

WzrRE it not ſo, God would not ap- 
pear to intend any glory to himſelf, or 
good to men, by any thing wherein the 
greateſt excels the vulgar. The inſtinct in 

all men (yea, brutes) which ſets the good of 
the community above one's private, would 
be a vain impreſſion, tho' the baſeſt ſecret- 
ly commend it in another. But this is 
written with fo bright a beam, that none 
can doubt it without a great reproach to 
God the goyernor of this world. What 
muſt you conceive him to be, that appoints 
magiſtracy, and yet leaves the magiſtrate at 
liberty to ſuffer the innocent ſubject to be 
expoſed and injured, the people unreformed 
and unpreſerved? That he ſhould inſtitute 
the office of the miniſtry, and yet allow 


the miniſter to neglect teaching the igno- 
rant, 
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rant, awakening the ſecure, reproving the 8E RN. 


ſcandalous, oppoſing the heretick, com- 


\ 7 
e 
- 
- 


forting the humble, and edifying the weak 


eſpecially when its ſo evident, that perform- 
ing thoſe ſeveral acts, as the end of theſe 
offices, are fo neceflary to the benefit of 
mankind, (which ſufficiently proves the 
offices themſelves to be ſo). And its no 
leſs evident that God hath appointed theſe 
offices to thoſe very ends, and annexed his 


injunctions that they be ſo applied and ex- 


ecuted : Can then the officers be unobliged Rom. xiii, 
to exert that authority which the office B i. 
conveys, for the good of that people over 11, 12. 


whom they thereby have power, yea, and 
claim an honour from ? 

Mx x, fond of ſuch truſts, will find they 
were not conferred as feathers for their 
caps, or gratifications to their luſts. Hea- 
ven's ſtamp was not deſigned to be ſet on 

r clay, to indulge our pride, covetouſ- 
neſs, love of dominion, or undue liberty, 
but for a common good. 

As in offices, ſo in other vouchſafe- 
ments, God hath a regard to ſervice; and 
therefore with a charge of ſuitable uſeful- 


neſs it is, that he diſpenſeth riches and 


gifts, each degree whereof is committed to 
the poſſeſſors as flewards, to lay them out 
to the uſes he aſſigned ; nor is it long be- 


fore you will all be ſummoned to give an Luke xvi. 
account of your ſtewardſhip. Then you * 


ſhall be convinced you were not abſolute 


proprietors, 
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one pound of your eſtates, nor any degree 


of your intereſt or gifts, but that a demand 


1 Pet. ii. 
13. 


of ſervice increaſed proportionably to what 
you did poſſeſs. 

You may remember I mentioned a call 
to ſervice, as well as a capacity for it; 
wherein I had reſpect to what's more 
culiar to the offices of magiſtrates and mi- 
niſters ; and hereby I would prevent a miſ- 
take, as if mere gifts, which fit us for an 
office, if we were called to it, did oblige 
us to do thoſe things which are peculiar 
to that office whereto we are not called, 
which is an uſurpation, whatever uſeful- 
neſs men pretend. That there be magiſ- 
trates God hath enjoined ; how they ſhould 
be qualified, and their power executed, he 
doth alſo appoint; but which particular 
perſons ſhall be magiſtrates, and the extent 
of their power, he hath left to rules ad- 
juſted by the comm uniy whereto they be- 
long; in which reſpe& the magiſtrate is 
called a human creature, J07&yle dein 
X Vice. | 


IN like manner, Chriſt hath enacted that 


there be miniſters of the goſpel; their qua- 


lifications, authority, and work, he hath 
alſo deſcribed, which he permits no man to 
alter or limit. But he hath made other 
miniſters judges, whether this or that pro- 
poſed man be ſo qualified, and being found 
ſo, to ordain him; and among them fo 
approved, 
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approved, he hath made members of the SeRM. 


church the ordinary electors who ſhall be 
thetr more particular miniſter, 
NoTHiNG but confuſion proceeds from 
mens running before they are ſent; and 
ordinarily, as a proud conceit of their own 
gifts, puts them out of their own place, 
where alone God accepts their ſervice, and 
they might have been truly uſeful to the 
utmoſt of their gifts; ſo a miſchief to the 
publick, and prejudice to their own ſpiri- 
tual ſtate, proves at long-run the effect of 
their uſurpation. | 
Is it needful to add, That a fit oppor- 
tunity for real ſervice, is a call both to ac- 
cept of an office tendered, and to every 


one inveſted in an office, to do thoſe acts 


which belong thereto? As alſo, that a fit 
opportunity is a call to every man to em- 
ploy, for publick benefit, his riches, gifts, 
and intereſt, according to the place he is 
in; yea, and very common danger and be- 
nefit binds us to more expence and acti- 
vity than would be allowable in an ordi- 
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4, 14, Cc. 


nary juncture, as, They fold all, when ſa- Ads iv. 
ving any thing would expoſe the chriſtian 3+ 


cauſe in its tender beginnings ; and this the 
civil weal of a nation may render as neceſ- 

A 
5. Tn E tendency of each man's actings 
to uſefulneſs, in his generation, lies in do- 
ing the work of his day, for the benefit of 
others, ſuitably to the place God hath ſet 
R Tu x 


kim in, 
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Tur laſt heads ſtated the degree of 


V. mens capacities for ſervice, and obliga- 
ton to improve them according to their 


call thereto; this head is deſigned to regu- 
late all mens endeavours, ſo as that a com- 
mon good may be ſubſerved thereby. We 
have an example, which, if imitated by 
every man, would reſult in the general 
benefit, Neh. iii. Each man built and re- 
paired the walls of Feruſalem, to his pro- 
portion, in his place and order, whereby 
the whole work was done for the common 
defence, and every man's particular labour 
contributed to that publick good, and was 
found therein. Conformably whereto, a 
national good muſt be promoted, if the 
magiſtrate would attend to the civil go- 
vernment, miniſters of the goſpel to doc- 
trine and the adminiſtration of worſhip, 
and diſcipline without corporal puniſh- 
ments. The rich, to diſtribute to publick 
and private neceſſities; the prudent, to 
give advice; men of power, to execute 
well-advifed things; and high and low, 
employed according to their ſtation, that 
the common good ſuffer not by any of 
their neglects or uſurpations. Then in- 
deed the fad chaſms in the publick would 
be made up, new heavens and a new earth 
in a great degree commence, Ambition 
on the one hand, and envy on the other, 
would be much allay'd: For who would 
exorbitantly feek that which he foreknows 


he 
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he muſt uſe for others rather than enjoy SE RM. 
himſelf? What place for envy, when I ſee V. 
myſelf and others better ſerved by every > 

thing wherein another is advanced above 
me? Alas, how eaſy is it to commend this, 
and own its conduciveneſs to univerſal be- 
nefit! But the world groaneth under the 
contrary ; every man throws off the care, 
labour, and charge the publick is to be 
ſerved by, and intends little beſides honour 
and profit upon the publick ſpoil : Every phil. l. 21. 
man ſeeks his own things. And this to ſuch 4 
a degree, that the blindeſt cannot doubt 
a providence, in that the common good is 
ſerved even ſo far as it is, when it is ſo 
little deſigned by moſt of men in any ſta- 
tion; and that this muſt be by God's over- 
ruling the general ſelfiſhneſs to that good, 
which in its own nature (were it not for 
a ſuperior hand) tends to the ruin of the 
publick, as ſuch; eſpecially when we find 
the generality of men of greateſt influence 
moſt culpable in that reſpe&, and the re- | 
ſidue ſo unconcerned. O that God would | 
awaken a more publick ſpirit in this age, 
when love to God, to his church, yea, to 
our country, is ſo extinguiſhed by carnal 
ſelfiſhneſs; then every thing whereby each 
man is fitted for eminent ſervice, would 
be as fignally laid out, as the publick wel- 
fare did require. And few mens capacities 
for general benefit are contracted to one 

particular, but multiplied according to the 1 

i — variety | | 
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SERM. variety of their talents, relations, and o 
V. portunities. It follows therefore, that a 
WYY man's place for ſervice is commenſurate to 
that variety, and not confined to one, how- 
ever eminent it be. To conclude: A ten- 
dency to publick ſervice is then greateſt, 
when there is a regular application of every 
man's ſeveral office, relation, and talent, to 
the common good: Yet all this muſt be 
done with a ſpecial regard to that which 
is the peculiar work of our day; even that 
which is principally deſigned by provi- 
dence to be contributed to by our various 
abilities. This muſt not be omitted on the 
account of any thing more ordinary or 
eaſy: for the peculiar work of every age 
and place, hath the higheſt conſequences 
to that age and place depending on it; by 
that every man's fidelity is molt tried, and 
a miſtake in that renders men moſt pub- 
lickly hurtful, as the promoting thereof 
makes a man the moſt beneficial in his 
generation. Of this hereafter. 

6. He is faithful in his age, who, up- 
rightly deſigning to ſerve God, and his ge- 
neration, diligently employs his talents to 
promote a common good, in the greate/? 
inftances of which he is capable. 

TH1s is a proviſion againſt the diſcou- 
ragements to which perſons, of a low fi- 
gure, with honeſt minds, are ſubject : 
However, let ſuch know, they may be 
faithful, tho not eminently uſeful, If n 

little 
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little they can do, be uprightly deſigned, SE RM. 


and with a willing heart performed, it 


findeth more acceptance with God tha? 


greater things done from carnal deſigns, 
tho perhaps over- ruled by God to further 
uſe than they intended. If want of ability 
be the only reſtraint, God will judge us 
by our large minds, and not our narrow 
power, 2 Cor. viii. 12. A gift of two mites, 
when our a/l, is eſteemed to he more than 
greater gifts, when diſproportionable to a 
larger ſtock reſerved. But then you muſt 


be ſure, not to look at your own things, but Phil. fl. 4. 


alſo at the things of others, and cordially 
employ your little, being you have no 
more; for he is unfaithful, who, by floth, 
or other carnal reſpects, omits to be uſeful 
to his utmoſt, becauſe he cannot equal 
the more eminent; greater abilities would 
but more diſcover the falſeneſs of ſuch a 
man. Under the law one lamb was ad- 


mitted inſtead of two, but it was <vhen the Lev. xiv. 


leper was poor; and could not get ſo much, 
but this one lamb muſt be brought; fo 
ſomething, yea, the beſt we can, muſt be 
performed for God's glory, and a com- 
mon henefit, or we vainly pretend to faith- 
fulneſs, and as vainly, if idleneſs or waſte 
are the things we indulge to make us ca- 
pable of doing but ſo very little. Unuſe- 
tulneſs, by incapacity of our own cauſing, 
is as culpable as unuſefulneſs when we are 
capable; nor deſerves he the name of a 


R 3 good 
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SERM. good man, whoſe lazineſs prevents, or luſts 
V. devour, what would qualify him for emi- 
GY VV nent ſervice, altho he do give and act ac- 


cording to what remiſſer labours have got- 
ten, or his exceſſes have left {till in his 
hand. Painfulneſs, and decent thrift, to 
enable us to do great things, are moſt lau- 
dable, notwithſtanding the filly world's re- 
flections; and he hath the greateſt foul, 
who deſpiſeth theſe from a mind intent 
on greateſt ſervice. 

7. Tu E eminently uſeful man, in his 
generation, is he whoſe great capacity for 
ſervice, is v:goroufly, conſtantly, and wiſe- 
ly employed to do that good which is g- 
nally profitable in the importance, diffi- 
culty, and extenſiveneſs thereof, in his 
day, 

Wirn the light afforded in the former 
heads, this gives you the whole of the 
character I propoſed to explain. 

HrRE I ſuppoſe a man greatly capable 
of ſervice, by power, or parts, or eſtate, 
with any ſuch other advantages for uſeful- 
neſs ; there remains two things conſtitutive 
of this character, as principally reſpecting 
the emmency of this man's uſefulneſs. 

1. THE nature of the work to which 
he applieth his abilities. 

2. Tux manner how he employs his 
abilities, in proſecuting what is ſignally 
profitable, 

1, THE 
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1. Tu E nature of the work to which SERM. 


V. 


abilities, which this head gives you under VV 


various epithets. | 

ITs that which is @ good work, and not 
ſinful ; its a profitable work, not hartful, 
or merely innocent, which is the higheſt 
that even the civiler part of men do aim 
at, no, its what benefits men. Its /ignally 
profitable ; not in mean, low, and remiſs 
degrees. 1. The ſignal profitableneſs there- 
of is in the importance of the good ſubſer- 


ved, not what is trivial or inconſiderable; 


ſuch as the ſalvation of ſouls, preſerving 
mens lives, ſecuring publick liberties and 


peace, ſupporting the eſteem of uſeful per- 
ſons, vindicating the oppreſſed, defending 


the truth, and oppoſing deſtructive errors; 
putting a ſtop to the attempts of church- 
dividers, propagating a goſpel miniſtry, 
breeding and qualifying men for eminent 
ſervice in church or ſtate, as young ſcho- 
lars; and voting for, and procuring the 
fitteſt perſons for offices in church and 
ſtate, employing and relieving the peor, 
&c. And as its ſignal in the importance 
of the work, | 

So, 2. in the difficalty of it; when its 
not eaſy, but hard; not cheap, but ex- 


penſive; not ſafe, but dangerous; when, 


as oft it falls out, a man, in the doing of it, 


N * 
— 6 *Y * — 


is expoſed to great expences, deep ſtadies, 
hard labour, diſpleaſure of friends, vileſt 
R 4 reproaches, 
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SERM. reproaches, loſs of eſtate, perſecution to 


impriſonnent, bodily torments, yea, death 


(PIE itſelf, When ſuch things attend our ſer— 


vice, and a good work cannot be proſecu- 
ted with an exemption from ſuch calami- 
ties, it proclaims endeavours great, and the 
man eminently uſeful ; and the rather, be- 
cauſe the good end proſecuted at fo dear 
a rate, will be undertaken by very few; 
and yet theſe difficulties manifeſt its of 
greateſt concernment that it be purſued, 
tor otherwiſe fatan, and the corrupt part of 
men, would not ſo oppoſe. The apoſtls 
work was ſignally uſeful in this reſpect; ſe 
1 Cor. ix. 11. Such, with all the other 
martyrs, were eminently uſeful, in that 
they endured ſo much for witneſſing to 
the truths, and inſtructing and reforming 
the world in their day ; of whom its juſtly 


Heb. xi. faid, The world was not worthy. 


3. Bur with the difficulty, the exten- 
ſveneſs of this good is greatly to be re- 
garded, as what denotes it important. 

T x 1s extenſiveneſs regards variety of 
benefits, and reacheth to the greater num- 
ber of objects. Its not in a few things, 
nor to a few perſons, that eminent uſeful- 
neſs extends; moſt uſeful is he who can 
do moſt good to moſt perſons (eſpecially 
influencing ones). He who benefiteth the 
greateſt number of people in whatever may 
be truly profitable to them, as a means of 
their happineſs in their ſoul, peace, health, 


plenty, 
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plenty, freedom, credit, comfort, and the SER. 
like, principally in what makes them hap- V. 
py for ever, next in what contributes to "WY 
make them ſafe, eaſy, and. uſeful in time. 
And if beſides being profitable to multi- 
tudes while we live, we can alſo ſerve ſuc- 
ceeding ages, it heightens the character: 
We will ſhew forth thy praiſe to all genera- - IxXIX. 
fast. | ; 

2. THE manner how the eminently 
uſeful employ their capacities in proſecu- 
ting what is ſignally profitable. 

ITs not lazily, or remiſsly, but with 
vigour, with all his might. Diligence muſt 
be great, and the heart intently engaged 
in it; as our 2d yo, not rdpyw, our buſi- 
neſs, not diverſion; to ſpend, and to be 2 Cor. xii. 
ſpent therein, The rule is great, Rom. xii. 
7, 8, 11. neither muſt it be ſeldom, or by 
fits and ſtarts; not late attempted, or ſoon 
deſerted, but conſtantly : Happy is he who 
begins early, laſts long, and never ceaſeth 
to ſerve his generation till God calls him 
off the ſtage : Bleſſed is he, whom his ma- Mat. xxir. 
fer, when he cometh, finds ſo doing. Nor is 2 
it to be forgotten that it muſt be mana- 
ged wiſely, otherwiſe the uſeful tendency 
of great endeavours, well deſigned, may 
be leflened, if not defeated. Prudent ap- 
plication of fit and juſt means, is needful 
to accompliſh ſo highly a valuable end; 
of which hereafter. 
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8. THE mere want of proportionable 
ſacceſs abates not a man's eminent uſeful- 


wo neſs, as to his own excellency or benefit, 


Ia. xlix. 
45. 


2 Cor. ii. 
15, 16. 


Heb. vi. 8. 


though ſucceſs be greatly deſirable, and 
gratefully to be acknowledged: J have la- 
boured in vain, and ſpent my ſtrength for 
nought; yet is my work with the Lord: and 
tho' Iſrael be not gathered, yet ſhall I be 
glorious in the eyes of the Lord. This may 
be applied by every uſeful miniſter, 
EveNnTs are not in our hands, and there- 
fore its not by them we ſhall be judged or 
rewarded ; the faithful labourer is as well- 
pleaſing to God, in the pains he took with 
them that periſb, as them who are ſaved. 
If you have done great things to recover 
men, you'll be no Joſer, tho' finners be 
hardened, or errors prevail. What tho' 
men abuſe the money you beſtow, and 
prove hirtful by the encouragement you 
have given ; what tho' contrary events have 
followed your juſt endeavours ; confuſion 
for order, diſquiet for peace, &c. this will 
lie at the door of ſuch who were the cul- 
pable cauſes of ſuch prepoſterous effects, 
and you'll no more be blamed than the 
heavens that dropped dew on that earth 
which brought forth briars and thorns. 


SE c 1. IL 


2. I HALL now give an account of 


ſome things requi/ite to render a man emi- 
nently 
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nently uſeful in his generation, who is ca- SR Rm. 
pable by his office, gifts, or eſtate, to be V. 
ſo; wherein I ſhall have eſpecial regard to WV 


miniſters, tho not only them. 

I 6H ALL diſtribute them under three 
heads. 

(I.) Sue things as are needful to u- 
cline them to become intently willing to 
employ themſelves in ſerving a common 
good. Ability, without a readineſs of mind 
to, and ſolicitouſneſs for the honour of 
God and good of men, will never make 
us ſerviceable. To ingage your hearts 
herein, it is neceſſary, 

1. THAT you have 4 beheving view of 
inviſible things; of God, as he who hath 
a full authority over you, to command you 
to this work ; as he who hath an abſolute 
propriety in you and yours, and therefore 
may diſpoſe of you, and all you have, to 
what ſervice he pleaſes ; to refufe which is 
| facrilege in you, who have dedicated your 
felves to him. Believe a judgment-day, 
when you muſt account for all; keep ſight 
of Chriſt, who bought ſouls with his blood, 
and whom it coſt ſo much to redeem you 
for his ſervice; be at a 'certainty about 
the worth of ſouls, your own and others ; 
and of the dreadful miſery of ſuch who 
die unconverted, of unfruitful; realize fin- 


ners woful ſtate, when they cry, Come and Acts xvi, 


help us; and thy own, if thou refuſeth. 7 
Beg faith of Chriſt, who is the author and 
| the 
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the finiſher of it. This is that by which 


unſeen things are evident ; without which 
evidence, we loſe what muſt affect and 
move us in our ſervice to ſouls: Knowing 
the terror of the Lord, we perſuade men. 
Every man's unbelief is equal to his un- 
ſerviceableneſs; and as our faith is, will 
our uſefulneſs be. 

2. Love to God and man 1s needful to 
excite us to uſefulneſs. This conſtrains 
us to expreſs our gratitude to God, who 
hath done fo much for us when miſerable ; 
and to be beneficial to men, whoſe mi- 
ſery we believe and pity. Strong love will 
anſwer all thoſe excuſes which have their 
riſe in enmity to God and men ; the re- 
mains whereof govern the beſt man as far 
as he is unprofitable. By this divine paſ- 
ſion poor endeavours will be diſdained, and 
the moſt-expenſive be no canſe of regret; 
yea, a pleaſure riſeth with the height of 
the performance; and God's inclining us 
to do ſo much, becomes the very matter 
of our praiſes to him; as 1 Chron. xxix. 14, 
15. Keep then this holy fire blazing ; it 
will always point vou work, and find you 
ſtrength to do it : Nay, it will put you to 
pain whilſt unemployed, and make you 
ſolicitous that it be to purpoſe, This, this 
was it, put Paul in travel, till Chriſt was 


Gal.iv.19. formed in thoſe. 


3. A publick ſpirit is alſo needful to the 
ſame end. This is the immediate effect of 
love; 
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love; its the heart dilated by it. This is SERM. 


the next ſpring that ſets all the wheels in 


+ 


motion, which otherwiſe ſtand ſtill within LFWW 


the precincts of narrow ſelf. How David 
became ſuch a publick bleſſing, he tells 


you: VI prefer not Feruſalem above my Pf xi 
chief joy, let my right-hand forget her cun- * 


ning. The vaſteſt ſtock is productive of 
little in that man's hand who is all for 
bimſelf; whether ſelf in his own perſon, 
or ſelf in his family; yea, or ſelf in his 
own party and faction. 

Bo r a publick ſpirit will be contriving 
and aiming at a common benefit above his 
own; in this will ſuch a one delight, and 
this he muſt purſue, becauſe it moves as 
a common ſoul related to, and concerned 
in all men, well knowing God hath an in- 
tereſt in each, and one's ſelf to be but a 
ſmall part of the whole, and therefore to 
be leſs regarded than that wherein God's 
glory is infinitely more diſplayed, and from 
which a ſo far greater tribute of honour 
and ſervice will redound. Therefore be 
earneſt with God to enlarge thy heart, and 
bring it more under the power of that re- 
lation wherein thou ſtandeſt to the catho- 
lick church, yea, to all men, otherwiſe 


thou wilt be apt, with Cain, to ſay of thy 


very brother, Am I bis keeper 3 ? Own thy- Gen. iv. 9. 
ſelf, with St. Paul, a debtor both to the Rom. i. 
Greeks, and to the Fews, to the wiſe, and 14 


to the unwiſe, A narrow ſpirit is a com- 
mon 


? 
2 , 
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mon plague ; abhor and deprecate it as un- 
chriſtian and inhuman ; while it prevails: 


l can hardly hope thou canſt get to hea- 


2Cor. vui. 


Heb. x1:11. 


ven, but all may freely ſay, its no matter 
how ſoon it be that thou wert there. Look 
at Chriſt, who made himſelf poor that he 
might make many rich ; and bluſh that thou 
weareſt his name, whilſt thy money ruſts, 
and ſo many poor do ſtarve, But happy is 
that publick ſpirit that can ſcarce reliſh his 
own felicity, when he ſees ſo many miſe- 
rable, but is bound with them that are in 
bonds. By this ſpirit a man is bent for God, 
and a publick good; and without it all be- 
yond ſelf, (that curſed ſelf) is as nothing 
to him: He is a mere Galio, caring for 
neither God nor ſouls, church nor ſtate. 
You ſee, that to encline you to eminent 
uſefulneſs, you muſt get, improve, and 
exerciſe faith and love with a publick ſpi- 
rit; theſe will employ your abilities for 
ſervice. 

(2.) Ir you would be eminently uſeful, 
you mult get ſuch things as will fix and 
rcheve you againſt thoſe difficulties which 
attend eminent uſefulneſs. Good inclina- 
tions and reſolves will be tried in a courſe 
of pablick ſervice; and as the trials will 
be different, our preſervatives and ſupports 
ſhould be as various. Indeed, faith, love, 
and a publick ſpirit, which excite a man to 
great · attempts for a publick good, do alſo 
yield relief againſt diſcouragement in the 

| proſecution 


 @ publick Spirit. 271 
proſecution of them. Yea, faith derives SzRM. 
ſupporting ſtrength from Chriſt, as he is V. 
our head of influence as well as conduct. 
But, beſides theſe, 

1. Be truly humble. The proud heart 
will ſcorn to ſtoop to many things which 
publick ſervice requires, nor endure the 
debaſements which it will expoſe to, and 
ſo the work will be half done at firſt, and 
forſaken at laſt, as too grating on a proud 
ſpirit, which formeth projects more agree- 
able to an aſpiring mind. But, if you are 
cloathed with humility, you'll be fitted to 
ſtoop chearfully to whatever your work 
calls you to condeſcend, and with eaſineſs 
of mind to endure the contempt which 
you'll meet with from ſuch you deſign to 
be uſeful to. Can you, without great hu- 

mility, uſe ſuch plain words as the igno- 
rant underſtand, inculcate the ſame thing 
often, admit a familiar freedom to the poor 
and mean, go into naſty cottages, hear 
much weakneſs and nonſenſe, without diſ- 
couraging the filly from faying any more ? 
Can you, and not be humble, become all : Cor. ix. 
things to all men, that you may win ſome; "9, 21 
and be a ſervant to all, that you may gain 
the more? Yea, you may meet with affronts 
and fcorns, with flanders and reproach, 
from the very poor whom you endeayour 
to benefit in ſoul and body too; pride will 
ſoon diſdain all ſuch work, but ſo muſt not 
you, unleſs you ceaſe to be a publick " 
ng: 
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fing. Be humble, . e. look at your ſelves, 
vile duſt and aſhes, as bad by nature as 


the moſt wicked you would reform, and 


Phil. ii. 5. 


worthy to be as poor as the moſt indi- 
gent you relieve, and not too good to be 
employed by your redeemer in the mean- 
eſt ſervices, but greatly honoured to be 
uſed in ſuch as this. When pride ſtirs, 
and this ſeems hard work, as too debaſing, 
alk, may not that mind better fit me which 
was in Chrift Feſus my Lord, who made 
himſelf of no reputation? 

2. Be weaned from the world, mortified 
to all in it, and well content with what 
God hath reſerved in heaven for you. 
What you make your portion, that will 
preſcribe your work. If your happinels is 
confined to fleſh and time, you'll ſoon 
quit what ſeldom contributes to it, and is 
daily expoſing it to hazard, yea, oft to 
ruin. Even publick-ſpirited men, for their 
country, venture all in common danger, 
yet, after ſucceſs, they get the leaſt. Tis 
oft more than ſo with men who are en- 
caged for the teſtimony of Chriſt, and 
good of ſouls; worldly affections can never 
drive this trade; covetouſneſs, effeminate- 
neſs, fondneſs of relations, exceſſive love of 
life, eaſe and pleaſure, will obſtru& you 
when the expences, loſſes, pains and dan- 
gers of eminent undertakings, preſent 
themſelves. $2 4 
TH ERE- 
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THERE TORE be crucified to the world, SERM. 
if ever you would be uſeful in it; and V. 
let it be a dead carcaſe in your account, if (WW 


you would not be hindred by it in your 
beſt deſigns. Cheriſh heavenly affections, 
and with pleaſure often view your cho- 
ſen portion, otherwiſe wregular appe- 
tites will preſs too hard, to let you be 
much or long engaged in a work that's ſo 
far from gratifying it. This way Moſes 
became ſo profitable to his people, Heb. 
xi. 25, 26, and Paul to Fews and Gentiles, 
2 Cor. v. 12, 15, 18. 
3. Get true chriſtian fortitude ; and 
this will unite, fix and ſtecl the heart a- 
gainſt all onſets which try your patience, 
courage, and reſolutions, Rev. ii. 3. A pu- 
ſillanimous man will refuſe what's difficult, 
and forſake what's dangerous; or, ſo de- 
mean himſelf under it, as to fruſtrate a 
good effect. The trueſt courage will be 
put to a ſtand. For, 1. Satan ſingleth out 
the eminently uſeful, to level all his darts 
againſt ; his own votaries he'll employ to 
perſecute them; whatever in civil men is 
to be made uſe of, ſhall conſpire to make 
your work difficult, and you unhappy and . 
uneaſy ;. nothing ſhall be wanting to ter- 
rity or bribe you, to tire or diſtreſs you, 
ev. 11. 10. | 
2. Envy alſo ſtill accompanieth fond 
uſefulneſs, which oft renders your friends 


more grievous to you than your profeſſed 
| enemies. 
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enemies. In every age it's found, the ſpi- 
rit within us luſteth to envy, I with all 
good men, yea, we miniſters, could alſo 
find with the apoſtle ; but God giveth more 
grace, Yet as unreaſonable and de- 
viliſh as envy is, you muſt expect it, 
and be prepared to endure the effects 
thereof, but ſtill with a mind no more a- 
verſe from your work, or indifferent to 
it ; only to avoid all oſtentation, to conceal 
what of your work you can ; but to omit 
none, unleſs you can get. it done by an- 
other hand, 

(3.) Ir you are called to ſerve your g ge- 
neration, by oppoſing the errors, or church- 
dividing practices, of any conſiderable ſects, 
pretending to zeal for truth, (tho' never 
ſo falſly) and to a purer form of adminiſ- 
tration, (tho' in all that highly ſuper- 
ſtitious) you'll find thoſe violent and baſe 
methods to aſperſe and fink you, which 
very Pagans would abhor to uſe. Yet 
this muſt not abate your teſtimony, nor 
incline you 1n the leaſt to betray the truth, 
or to ſeem to approve of their unchriſtian 
attempts. againſt the common good; nei- 
ther ſuffer your ſpirit to be infected and 
debaſed, to a reſemblance of theirs, in ma- 
lice, rancour, wrath, rage, or revengeful- 
neſs, which is ſo contrary to the ſpirit of 
Chriſt, as to make you juſtly ſuſpect you 
were no appointed advocate for his truth 


and intereſt, And alike careful muſt you 
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not with you, to vindicate yourſelf by 


ways that (all things duly conſidered) ap- 


pear a greater damage to the publick good, 
than the ſingle intereſt of your perſon 
can countervail. 5 

I HAve given you ſome hints of the 

exerciſe which you ought to provide a- 
ainſt, left a ſurpriſe cauſe you to quit, 
or diſſerve the bleſſed work you are called 
tO, 

(4.) Yer, tis true, it may prove more 
creditable, ſafe and eaſy, if it be only be- 
neficial to men's bodres or eſtates ; for a- 
gainſt that ſort, Satan and the world make 
leſs reſiſtance, unleſs it affect the publick 
in ſomewhat wherein factions are concern- 
ed. Yea, it may be leſs hazardous and 
grievous, if it profit men's ſouls, if it be 
only in points which Chriſt hath gained 
a reputation to, and that you have many 
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be, that the higheſt provocations prevail Sx RM. 


2 4 


to aſſiſt you in the defence of, eſpecially | 


if your motion be but equal with thoſe 
many, becauſe ſuch things are familia- 
riſed ; or have obtained a greater intereſt in 
the conſciences of men, and the remaining 
ſtream of oppoſition is divided. c 

(5.) Bu the moſt eminent uſefulneſs is 
much determined to thoſe points which 
are difficult, as ſtill deciding, and wherein 
the intereſt of. Chriſt, in your day and 


place, is the ſubje& of a preſent conteſt 


between Chriſt with his inſtruments on 


| 
} 
| 
: 
| 
| 
| 
| 
' 
. 
| 
| 
ö 
ö 
| 
| 
' 
| . 
| 
| 


The Excellency of 


SERM. the one fide, and Satan with his on the 


other. In fuch caſes there will be great 


WV oppoſition, as far as Satan can influence 


any, either by their ignorance, malignity, 
worldly conſiderations, pride or cuſtom, 
&c. And generally the contenders on 
Chriſt's part are at firſt but few, eſpe- 
cially the more eminent ones ; and there- 
fore it neceſſarily follows that ſuch muſt 
be expoſed, It were eaſy to inſtance all 
this in the caſe of introducing the goſpel 
where it was not before; in the reforma- 
tion of worſhip or diſcipline, where they 
have been corrupted ; in oppoſing and de- 
tecting falſe doctrines which many have 
imbibed, and long entertained ; in re- 
claiming a degenerate people, from exil 
practices much indulged ; in reſiſting en- 
croaching errors and diſorders, abetted by 
a conſiderable number of great zealots, 
eſpecially if they have ſome plauſible pre- 
tenſions, ſuited to the diſpoſition of ſober 
ignorant people; and that ſome more than 
common ſpirit and fervour do attend the 
ſeducers, which is very uſual. But this is 
leſs needful, having cautioned you as 
to the ſnares, and fore-warned you of the 
danger. | 
(6.) THEREFORE may not I with rea- 
ſon aſk you? Can a feeble mind, or un- 
fortified heart, perſſt in great endeavours, 
and in the face of ſuch difficulties ſteadi- 
ly purſue his glorious end? No; he mult 
E ſuccumb, 
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ſuccumb, and will quit the plaineſt and SE RM. 
moſt important truth or duty. The in- V. 
tereſt of Chriſt will fay of theſe as in Wy” 
Paul's caſe ; no man ſtood with me, all 2 Tim. iv. 
(theſe) men forſook me. Therefore watch 16 
againſt all declinings in holy chriſtian 
courage (merely natural will not ſerve, 
tho' its a good preparative) pray with hope 
for renewed vigour, that you may find, as 
Pſalm Ixix. 32. your heart ſhall live that 
ſeek God; and that be is the ftrength of © 
your heart, when all elſe fails you, P/alm 
Ixxiii. 26, When the onſet is vigorous, 
and begins to impreſs, be then /frong in Matthew 
the Lord, and in the power of his might. Wu 20. 
To that end, remember whoſe cauſe you 
plead, and who employs. you: Read oft 
your commiſſion, where you will find a 
promiſe fit to revive your very fainting 
ſpirit: Lo, I am with you to the end of Epheſ. vi. 
the world. One leſs faithful and compaſ- 10. 
ſionate than our ſaviour is (if poſſeſſed of 
power) would not ſuffer any ſervant he 
employed to fink, in a buſineſs wherein 
he himſelf hath the greateſt concernment. 

If your hearts be upright, and you have 
God's work in hand, the more eminent- 
ly you are employed, the greater ſupports 
you'll find; and in the moſt difficult en- 
terprize he is careful to give the greateſt 
aſſurance, Fer. i. 7. viii. 18. Ezek. v. 8, . 
One promiſe he can fo ſpirit and fill with 
power, that it ſhall ſet thy ſoul above all 

S 2 fears ; 
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SERM. ſears ; and cauſe ſtrength to advance to 


thy own feeling in very extremity, above 


2 what it appeared in the eaſieſt of thy 


ways : Truſt then in him with thy whole 
heart. And becauſe what repels our fears 
tends to encourage us, 'tis not improper 
oft ſeriouſly to think what far greater miſ- 


_ chiefs we eſcape, by not drawing back, or 


doing the work of the Lord deceitfully, 
than what can attend a faithful diſcharge 


of our work, which hath fo great a re- 


ward when finiſhed, Heb. x. 58. Rev. 
ili. 5. | 
HxREwWITH I have finiſhed an account 
of what's neceſſary to ſupport us under 
the difficulties attending publick uſeful- 
neſs, viz. humility, mortiftedneſs to the 
world, and chriſtian fortitude. _ 

3. SEVERAL things are needful as tend- 


ing to ſecure, or at leaſt facilitate the ſac- 


ce/s of your work perſiſted in. 
HEREIN we ſhould be ſolicitous that, 
as much as in us hes, the end we propoſe 
may not be defeated, but that thoſe re- 
ceive that profit, which we ſincerely con- 
duce to, by our endeavours; whereby we 
may eventually prove bleſſings to them. 
To this end, 5M 
(...) You muſt duly addreſs your ſelves 
40 God, to engage his help. be much in 
prove to, and dependance on God, thro 
Chriſt our mediator, Look to him for 
direction, that you may e 
| Work, 


* 
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work, nor the beſt way to perform it: SERM. 


Seek to him for abundant anointings, that 


V. 


you may not be unqualified in proportion 


to your undertaking. His conſtant aſſiſt- 
ance and bleſſing muſt be fervently im- 
lored, Neb. 1. 11. without which your 
moſt probable attempts will be vain, yea 
turn to your reproach and ſhame. And 
that you may be in the likelier poſture 
for a gracious return, keep all clear be- 
tween God and your own conſciences ; 
regard no iniquity in your heart, P/al. Ixvi. 
18. Rely on Chriſt's merits and interceſ- 
ſion, and be always ready to aſcribe to 
God the entire glory of all your ſervice- 
ableneſs and ſucceſs; for he is a jealous 
God, and generally blaſteth that wherein 
he is not acknowledged : We muſt make 
God all in all, if we would ſignify any 


thing. 


(2.) Be careful of your own behaviour | 


before thoſe to whom you endeavour to 
be profitable ; that it conduce to, and do 
not hinder your uſefulneſs: Prevent all 
prejudices, gain their affection and eſteem ; 
poſſeſs them with a ſenſe of your kind- 
neſs to them, good deſigns towards them, 
and your own belief of, and earneſtneſs 
of ſoul for the matters you call them to 
entertain, and ſubmit to; exerciſe great 
patience, meekneſs and tenderneſs ; and 
ſee that your whole behaviour be cireum- 
ſpect, and your life exemplary, 1 Pet. v. 3. 

S 4 that 
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S RM. that they may find no juſt exception againſt 

V. your dectrine or endeavouts. If they take 

& YV occaſion unjuſtly, or that by wicked per- 

fons you are falſly ſlandered, you may bet- 

ter hope God will prevent the unprofita- 

bleneſs of your labours, or at leaſt accept 

them. Neither is it unfit to be cautious 

how you diſpute with them concerning 

{ecular intereſts; avoid alſo fondneſs of 

external reſpect, and yet be as jealous that 

you forfeit not an internal reverence, nor 

proſtitute your authority, as you are Chriſt's 
ambaſſadors, Rom. xi. 13, 14. 

(3.) LaBouR to attain and uſe true . 
dom in the ordering of your endeavours, 
that they may be apt to real publick uſeful- 
neſs. | 

1. I cALL it true wiſdom, not only to 
oppole it to folly and indiſcretion, but alſo 
to all ænaviſb craftineſs. God's cauſe needs 

no baſe tricks; upright men abhor the uſe 
of them. Chriſt ſeldom proſpereth ſuch 
to ſerve his intereſt; but if he over-rule 
them to any common good, as ſometimes 
he doth other preces of wickedneſs, yet 
be will never juſtify or accept ſuch me- 
thods, but condemn thoſe ways, and them 
who uſe them. But, indeed, as baſe tricks 
.confift not with ſincere deſigns of a pub- 
lick good, fo they are never uſed with that 
intention. No, no, let mens pretences be 
never ſo ſacred, its to ſerve a carnal ſelfiſh 
turn, to propagate or uphold ſome private 
| faction, 
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faction, in oppoſition. to the true extenfive Sz RM. 
intereſts of Chriſt in the world. The emi- V. 
nently uſeful could not die in peace, if www 
they muſt not ſay, with the apoſtle, Our 2 Cor. i. 
rejoicing is this, the teſtimony of our con- 
ſcience, that in fimplicity and godly fincerity, 
not with fleſhly wiſdom, but by the grace of 
God, we have had our converſation in the 
world, They were wiſer than to think 
that will be accounted a ſervice to Chriſt 
in life, for which, without repentance, he 
will caſt them into hell at their death. 

This text may aſſure us, that Pauls guile, 2 Cor. xi 
with which he caught theſe very people, 6. 
was not any thing contrary to godly fince- 

rity, which in this epiſtle, in the forecited 
place, he had with more than nſual care 
inſtanced towards them ; it was therefore 
no other than honeſt wiſdom, or godly 
prudence, even that which I have faid is 
ſo needful to advantage the ſucceſs of your 
well-defigned labour; it was an inſtance of 
his ſelf-denial, not his ſelf-ſeeking. He 
uſed his fparing their purſes as a help to 
fave their ſouls, upon finding their temper 
ſuch, that the goſpel was like to be leſs 
profitable to them, if he ſubſiſted by it. 

This was far enough from any miſrepre- 
ſenting, and undermining, cheating, divi- 

ding, impoſing, enſnaring, and intangling 
arts or methods; ways ſo abominable in 1 
the moſt ordinary affairs between man and 
man, that you ſhould tremble at a thought 


of 
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"Gave of uſing them in-matters enſtamped with 
V. the name of God; yea, tho' it were but 
WW in defending a publick good, and your- 


{elf from the dangerous attempts of ſuch 
as practiſe them, 

2. YET true wiſdom and prudence are 
very needful to dirc# your juſt endea- 
vours in the greateſt aptneſs to ſucceed 
with all thoſe whom you deſign to bene- 
fit. A true judgment of perſons and ſea- 
ſons, with a direct regard to the end, and 
an exquiſite underſtanding of the natute 
of the various lawful means, will qualify 
you to chuſe the fitteſt means to that end 
with thoſe perſons. God's word, prayer, 
conſideration, and experience, mult be your 
helps to arrive to wiſdom, and be ſure to 
exerciſe and. apply to all your endeavours 
the utmoſt wiſdom God vouchſafes you, 
a neglect whereof will aggravate your diſ- 
appointment, as well as conduce thereto, 

Bu r my chief deſign, under this head, 
is to convince you of the neceſſity of wiſ- 
dom in the whole courſe of publick uſe- 
fulneſs, that ſo you may become more ear- 
neſt with God for this, and careful to ex- 
cite your ſouls to the conſtant exerciſe of 
it. Without wiſdom you cannot rightly 
judge of the work of your generation; a 
. miſtake wherein is dangerous to your great 
end; its ſo, tho' it ſhould be no other miſ- 
take than to overlook one of the more 


principal parts of it, and take up with 
what 
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is wiſdom to difcern which is our preſent 
duty, and what the greateſt good, when 
ſeveral appear in competition? Yea, often 
there's need of exquilite {kill in an affair 
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what is next to it, as plainer, eafier, or SERM. 
fafer ; yea, if it lies in ſeveral things, and V. 
you neglect but the leaſt, How needful NY 


of publick conſequence, to determine what 


will do more good than hurt. He hath 
not well obſerved, that thinks it always 
eaſy to judge what's the moſt proper duty 
in each company, and wherein they need 
molt to be benefited, eſpecially the fitteſt 
ſeaſons, opportunities, and methods, to 
apply ſuitable means to effect that good 
which they ſeverally ſtand in greateſt need 
of, and are moſt capable of receiving. Its 
hard to. accommodate yourſelves to the 
various tempers and circumſtances of your 
very acquaintance, and know whom, when, 
and how to reprove, encourage, examine, 
exhort, or relieve, ſo as to be moſt bene- 
ficial to each within the limits of your 
wer, and according to your different ob- 

ligations, tho' to the extent of it. 
GREAT diſcretion is neceſſary to judge 
of obſtacles, and to demean yourſelves un- 
der them, as may moſt conduce to your 
A uſefulneſs; to know when, and 
ow, to ſtrive to remove or oppoſe them, 
when its beſt to connive and be ſilent: 
How to avoid the imputation of raſhneſs 
and fooliſh: zeal in the former, and of 
| lukewarm- 


284 


SERM. lukewarmneſs and cowardize in the latter; 
V. for publick uſefulneſs will be affected by 
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WWW both. 


In like manner there is uſe of wiſdom 
towards ſuch as drive on the ſame good de- 
fign with you, as well as towards them 
who oppoſe; if you are younger, that the 
elder may not, by envy or ſuſpicion, be 
tempted to divert you from your work, 
or give you diſquiet in it. To avoid which, 


Phil. ii. ſerve with them in humility, as ons with 


22. 


a father. If you be elder, that the youn- 
ger's raſhneſs, unfixedneſs, and leſs expe- 
rience, give not ſatan an advantage; to 
prevent which, do not diſcourage or de- 
ſpiſe, but aſſiſt and countenance them. 
But be they inferiors, equals or ſuperiors, 
who do contribute to a common good ; 
he that will be eminently uſeful, and give 
up himſelf to it, had need of greateſt wiſ- 
dom to govern himſelf towards each; for 
a little acquaintance with the world, will 
diſcover in moſt men ſo much of either 
humour, pride, envy, ſelfiſhneſs, covetouſ- 
neſs, ſuſpicion, cowardlineſs, unconcern- 
edneſs for the publick, unfixedneſs, ſloth, 
ignorance, credulouſneſs, or aptneſs to be 
impoſed on by deſigning men, as will force 
the obſerving to fix this concluſion, and 
govern themſelves by it. 

Tux that will be moſt uſeful in their 
generation, muſt ſpend, do, adventure, and 
ſuffer moſt, and yet muſt reſolve to allow, 


intreat, 
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intreat, connive, yield, thank, forbear, for- SzRM. 
give, deny themſelves, and endure moſt, V. 
whatever perſons they have to deal with; (WW 

and thus make the beſt uſe of all for a 
common good. 

Wyo js ſufficient for theſe things? But 
with thee, O Lord (who employeſt whom 
thou wilt) nothing is impoſſible. A ſtam- 
mering Moſes, a ſuſpicious Gideon, a chil- 
diſh Feremiab, did ſucceed in that whereto 
thou didſt appoint them. Surely by all 
this you are induced to ſeek earneſtly for 
wiſdom: Af it daily of God thro' Chriſt, 
who giveth liberaliy (for direction to do as James i. 
well as ſuffer) and upbrarideth not. De- 5: 
pendingly hope, He will guide me by bis Pl. Ixxiii. 
counſel, and afterwards bring me to glory. 24. 


I HAve finiſhed the ſecond general 
head, viz. An account of what's needful 
to bring a man to eminent uſefulneſs, who 
is capable of it; under which you have 
heard, that his ſoul muſt be excited to un- 
dertake it by faith, love, and a publick 
ſpirit. 2. Be relieved againſt the difficul- 
ties attending it, which is by humility, 
mortifiedneſs to the world, and chriſtian 
fortitude. 3. He muſt facilitate his ſuc- 
ceſs by prayer to God, a due behaviour 
before men, and true wiſdom in the ma- 
nagement of all his endeavours. 


. 
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III. ISH ALL evidence the excellency of 
this character. To be an eminently uſeful 
man, is no empty title without real worth. 
God approves of it, angels and good men 
highly eſteem it; yea, there's that in every 
man, which now ſecretly, and in time 
will publickly, allow this man to be the 
beſt, the wiſeſt, and the greateſt. 

EIN ENT uſefulneſs greatly differeth 
from its counterfeits. This is no pragma- 
tical buſineſs in other mens matters, but 
a faithful diſcharge of our obligations to 
God and our fellow creatures. 

NEITHER is it a phariſaical proſeliting 
to a ſect, which doth narrow and weaken 
Chriſt's intereſt (proving oft as fatal to the 
church, yea, to mens ſelves, as their walk- 
ing at large in the world would be.) No, its 
an intentneſs to promote mere chriſtianity, 
and unaffected godlineſs, which reforms 
the world, edifies the church, and ſaves 
the ſouls of ſinners in proportion to its 


ſucceſs. Its what advanceth men above 


the rank of ordinary chriſtians, who are 
babes to theſe grown men, ſhrubs to theſe 
cedars, very cyphers (if not blemiſhes and 
burdens) compared with theſe men of 
name, theſe common bleſſings, theſe wit- 
neſſes to a divine life, and ornaments of 


religion, who bear up the pillars of the 
| | church, 
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church, yea, of the earth; to each of SRERM. 
whom we weaklings may fay, as they to V. 
David, Thou art worth ten thouſand of us. WY 
This will appear, if you conſider, 

(1.) ITs an extraordinary honour to be 
ſingled out by God eminently to ferve our 
generation, What can be more glorious 
than to be ſingled ont, as David, from 
among his brethren, to effect God's be- 
nign purpoſes to multitudes, when moſt 
men are uſeleſs, yea, hurtful ; their names 
are regiſtered among the worthies of Iſrael, 
and famous in Bethlehem, Ruth iv. 11. Thts 
is that Moſes, Acts vii. 37. Being publick 
bleſſings, they, with Fabez, are more ho- 1 Chron, 
nourable than their brethren, No office“ 7 
reflects honour but with reſpe& to that 
uſefulneſs to which it obligeth, and for - 
which it capacitates. 

(2.) Ir argues a moſt god/rke and excel- 
lent ſpirit : He is good, and doth good. He Pf. crix. 
is und- dy, which was viſibly inſtanced ** 
in our Lord Jeſus: He went about doing Ads x. 
good to ſouls and bodies. In whom is this 38. 
ſo exemplified as in the ſignally uſeful, 
whoſe activity, fixedneſs, labours, deſigns, 
and beneficence, correſpond to Chriſt's, 
allowing for our contracted capacities? In 
fach a man many graces and virtues are 
aſſociated; nay, which can be wanting, 
yea, or weak in the conſtitution of this 
perſon ? He alſo muſt be greatly cleanſed 
from thoſe dregs, which debaſe, — 

Sd 
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SERM. and deaden the leſs uſeful. He ſeems to 
V. breathe in another air, to be of another 
GY make, and governed by contrary inclina- 
tions and rules than moſt of mankind are 
(J had like to have faid chriſtians ;) hence 
he is too often branded as leſs prudent, 
becauſe he walks by rules ſo much above 
what poor and narrow ſouls embrace, and 
poſtponeth thoſe things beyond which a 
vulgar ſpirit cannot derive a motive. Let 
us remark a few ſcripture inſtances, leſt all 
appears a mere ſpeculation. Behold queen 
Eſther taking her life in her hand to fave 
her people ; did not ſhe then love her peo- 
ple above her life? Efth. iv. 16. Moſes 
neglected God's offer to advance his fa- 
mily, and intercedeth for the nation's ſafe- . 
ty, as if he had hated his own houſe, 
Numb. xiv. 12, 17. What dominion over 
covetouſneſs, ſelfiſhneſs, and cowardice, 
did Nehemiah manifeſt, whilſt by acting 
their contraries he repaired Feruſalem, eſta- 
bliſhed God's worſhip among the captives 
reſtored by his means. Without oftenta- 
Neh. vi. tion he might ſay, Should ſuch a one as I 
11. lie? Mordecai's mind was well ballaſted, 
that under ſuch advancement retained ſuch 
Eſch. x. z. goodneſs and meekneſs, as ſtill to ſeek the 
weal of bis people, and ſpeak peace to all bis 
feed. How could Caleb and Foſhua refuſe 
to frame their account to the humour 
of the multitudes, but that they had a 
more excellent ſpirit than the other ſpies? * 
Numb. 
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Numb. xiv. 24. Oh the magnanimity, SE RN. 


zeal for God, love to ſouls, contempt of V. 
the world, and unwearied vigour and large 


neſs of heart, which governed Paul to his 
extenſive uſefulneſs! which might be in- 
ſtanced in the other apoſtles and martyrs ; 
yea, thoſe illuſtriouſly ſhine in every emi- 
nently uſeful chriſtian. Its the excellency 
of their ſpirit which forms ſuch vaſt de- 


ſigns, and enables td the unwearied pur- 


ſuits thereof. Divine influence inſpires 
them, and keeps their minds above what's 
mean and ſelfiſh, beyond what's narrow 
and ſordid; yea, ſo widens and enflames 
them, that their ſpheres preſcribe the only 
limit to their attempts: How far would 
they relieve, reform, and improve the 
church, the nation, yea, the world, were 
it but in their power? Judge the ſpirit by 
the uſe others make of the ſame abilities, 
how uſeleſs, how hurtful ? 

(3.) Tu E eminently uſeful have more 
manifeſt grounds for a comfortable death 
than others can expect. Death makes a 
great diſcovery of the true value of things; 
whatever renders this ſafe and eaſy, we 
ought highly to eſteem, as men aſſured its 
cur paſſage into eternity, and puts a period 


to our preparations for it: 1» the grave Ecclel. ix. 
there's no work nor device to change our . 


ſtate, or improve our meetneſs for an un- 
ken world: Therefore whatever is the beſt 
evidence of our title to eternal life, -and 

| T the 


290 


The Excellency of 


SERM. the greateſt meetneſs for it, that muſt af. 


V. 


ford ground of higheſt comfort, when ſelf. 


WY love, and the nearneſs of eternity, gives 


death an awakening power. 
1. I sHALL prefix a caution, 
2. PRove what I aſſert. 

1. For caution. The miſtakes of weak- 
ly-deſigning men, neceſſitate me to ac- 
quaint you, its Chriſt only who procured 
a ſafe and comfortable death, by meriting 
our pardon, -and a right to eternal glory, 
with a happy reſurrection. Its by faith 
only, that a regenerate penitent looks to, 
relies on, and receives Chriſt as our aton- 
ing Saviour for pardon and life, according 
to his promiſes in the goſpel ; which pro- 
miſes, with the included benefits, are pur- 
chaſed only by Chriſt's obedience, and ap- 
plied as an effect thereof, whenever they 
are applied. The qualifications which the 
goſpel appoints in him whom the promiſes 
inveſt in its benefits, are no cauſes of thoſe 
benefits, nor any part of the righteouſneſs 
which procured them : But Chriſt uſing 
his goſpel as an inſtrument in the govern- 
ing and faving of finners, and pleading 


with them his purchaſed benefits for mo- 


tives to their obedience to the goſpel, as 
a rule of judgment. Tts not ſufficient to 
our comfortable death, that we believe that 
Chriſt obeyed and died to procure pardon, 
and a right to ſalvation for penitent belie- 
vers; but it muſt appear to us that we are 

| partakers 
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which muſt be by the evidence of our re- 
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generation, repentance, and faith, not one 


without the other; nor either (when we 
come to die) without their genuine ne- 
ceſſary effects, and each perſevered in. They 
are vain hopes if we totally want whatever 
the goſpel-promiſes make indiſpenſably 
needful toour obtaining eternal glory; and 
the contrary whereto the goſpel threatneth 
with an excluſion from heaven, John iii. 3, 
36. Luke xiii. 3. Heb. xil. 14. x. 38. He 
is fool-hardy that dares die, not knowing 
but that his faith was the faith of an unre- 
generate impenitent heart; yea, or ſatisfies 
himſelf with having thought he once at 
firſt had ſuch a true faith, but 1s not ſure 
that he perſevereth therein; that regards 
not any conformity to Chriſt. Univerſal 
obedience, ſincere holineſs, and fidelity to 
God, and improvement of his talents, are 
things which the goſpel ſo inſiſts on, as 
being fitter to give evidence, than things 
more obſcure or remote can be; Mat. x. 
33- Xxxv. 30. 2 Cor. xiii. 5. Epbeſ. v. 6. 

2. ISHAL IL prove that the eminentiy 
uſeful, have more manifeſt grounds for a 
comfortable death than others can expect; 
for which end, it will be ſufficient that I 
evidence; That eminent faithful uſefulneſs 
is a moſt plain and infallible evidence of 
our title to eternal life, and -that it alſo 


argueth a very great meetneſs for heaven; 


FA whence 
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SERM. whence it will follow, that the eminently 


faithful uſeful man, hath more manifeſt 


grounds for a comfortable death than 


others can expect, and conſequently his 
character is excellent. It tends to a com- 
fortable death; as, 

(1.) IT is a moſt plain and infallible evi- 
dence of our title to eternal life. Faithful 
eminent uſefulneſs, is not only an evidence 
conſidered abſtractedly, but it gives evi- 
dence to the ſincerity of all, or moſt other 
graces; yea, and receives it from them: 
for by the in- being and activity of ſuch 
graces it ſubſiſted, and in it each of them 
expreſſed their vital power and ſincerity, 
and that not darkly, but clearly; not doubt- 
fully, but to full conviction; ſo that the 
eminently uſeful man, hath the concur- 
rent teſtimony of every grace, in a light 
to which each contributes. And it an- 
ſwers any juſt challenge that can be made 
to his having thoſe ſeveral graces, and that 
in reality; ſo that if faith, repentance, love 
to God, a new birth, or perſeverance, have 
life promiſed to them, and the ſincerity 
thereof being evident to a man, muſt yield 
ſtrong conſolation; then the eminently uſe- 
ful man hath very abundant reaſons of 
comfort, as to his intereſt in eternal life. 
I ſhall evidence this by three things: 

1. Can he doubt the truth of his ſe- 
veral graces? Not of his faith, becauſe he 
hath been thus ſignally excited by his Gen 

to 
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to what Chriſt, as prophet, hath revealed; SR RM. 


and enconraged, by truſting in his Saviour's 


merits, ſtrength, and teſtament ; and go 


verned by the commands of Chriſt his re- 
ceived Lord, and that in ſo faithful an 
execution of his own covenant conſent and 
vows? Yea, his union to Chriſt is atteſted 
as well as his. faith by which he ts united, 
for his truly devoted fruitful life, could 
proceed from, and ſubſiſt by nothing low- 
er, than thoſe vital influences and ſupplies 
which came from Chriſt his head and root, 
Gal. ii. 20. Phil. i. 19, 20, 21. 

His repentance allo is unſuſpected, when 
he beholds his luſts ſo /ubdued as not 
to hinder his living to God entirely. as 
his end; his heart ſo altered in its 
purpoſes, reſolves and reliſhes, that he 
could not live to carnal ſelf, but a com- 
mon good, wherein he delighted and ſpent 
himſelf, He knows his former evil courſe 
is duly bewazrled when ſo directly changed, 
and that fin was truly hateful, being he 
hath not only endeavoured the utter mor- 
tification of it in himſelf, but greatly la- 
boured to reſcue all others from the do- 
minion and effects thereof. 

He is ſure of his new birth, when he 
reflects that nothing leſs could make my 
aims, my temper and courſe, to be ſo 
far conformed to Chriſt's, as my devoted- 
neſs to God's glory, and to the benefit 
of ſaints and ſinners doth atteſt, 1 Job. iv. 

B23 17. 
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| SERM. 17. Yea more, a lower principle than 

V. what was formed in regeneration, would 

never have laſted thus long, and carried 
me thus far, Job. iv. 14. 

2. Tris eminently uſeful man's ſtated 
courſe and contrivances, repel a jealouſy, 
that his love to God or man, or appearing 
zeal, was a painted fire; his faith, hope, 
or other graces, a dead image, becauſe all 
theſe have vitally concurred, to direc, 
fix, and ſtrengthen his labours, to lay out 
his talents, drive a conſtant trade, and 
ſpend his life for Chriſt, Toh. xiv. 21. 
1 Job. iii. 16, 17. Rom. xii. 11, 12, 13. 
And there is as little ground to queſtion 
his perſeverance, when he knows he was 
not taken off from publick ſerviceableneſs, 
by his ſloth, fear, wearineſs, ſelfiſhneſs, or 
change, of purpoſe or deſigns ; yea, that 
now he feels his ſoul ſolicitous for, and 
prepared unto a publick good, were he 
but capable to contribute to it. 

3. Bes1DEs this teſtimony from the e- 
vidence of ſuch graces as life is promiſed 
to, the uſeful man is in a way likelier for 
comfort than others, becauſe the Spirit of 
God doth not uſually forbear to caſt a 
light upon the graces of ſuch when 
they come to die, but (and that not 
rarely) he makes them to behold his face, 
and experience ſome foretaſtes of the ap- 
proaching glory ; ſo that with Moſes they 
die at the mouth of God; with Stephen, 

3 Act. vii. 
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Acl. vii. $7. as David, 2 Sam. xxiii. 5, Yea, SERM.. 
beſides this, the uſeful man is encouraged V. 
by the great things that paſſed between 


God and his ſoul, in bending him for, 
and carrying him through thoſe attempts 
and employments wherein he hath ſerved 
the will of God in his generation. Ma- 
ny anſwers of prayer, eminent deliverances 
from evil, ſupports when fainting, reviv- 
ings and enlargements when tempted to 
remiſſneſs, frequent views of Chriſt and 
heaven for renewal of ſtrength, (and the 
like) which he hath oft experienced, have 
ſo, familiariſed God and Chriſt to him, 
and ſo fixed his truſt in his goodneſs, 
truth and word, that he can quietly com- 
mit his ſpirit to him. And fo, from all 


put together, having mow fought a good 2 Tim. iv. 


fight, finiſhed his courſe, and kept the faith, 8. 
he beholds that crown of righteouſneſs hang- 
ing over his head, which he knows his 


God will give him: And he hath an a- 


bundant enterance into God's kingdom. 2 pet. i. 11. 


(2.) THIS eminent uſefulneſs argues a 
meetneſs for heaven. He can eaſily quit 
all worldly enjoyments, who valued life 
itſelf but as a means for ſervice, and con- 
ſecrated all he had as ſubſervient to it. 
This man is not called off before his 
work is done; for his cour/e is fintſhed, and 
the end of his being on earth ſo fully an- 
ſwered, As xiii. 2 5. Heaven muſt be a 
real ref to him after ſo much labour; 

T 4 and 
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SERM. and very ſuitable in the nature of it to 
V. one of fo agreeable a diſpoſition, What 
WY welcome company are perfected happy 
ſouls, when the contrary made the ſaving 
and healing of miſerable ſinners to en- 
gage his thoughts, and command his 
cength whilſt he lived on earth? His 
ſoul that was fo enlarged by grace for pub- 
lick uſe, will be very receptive of thoſe ful- 
ler ſtreams of heavenly joys. | 
How will he be /at:5fied with more of 
God's likeneſs there, when it will be but 
the perfection of what he judged fo love- 
ly as to ſtrive ſo much to propagate it 
here ? Pſal. xvii. 14, 15. This puhlick 
ſpirit will be raviſned in contemplating 
and adoring a bleſſed God, when he be- 
holds how un:ver/al a good he is; yea, 
and ever hath been, by the records of his 
beneficence there publiſhed and explained. 
Whatever employment 'heaven allots (for 
K's no place of idleneſs) he is greatly pre- 
pared for it ; who did heartily perform 
ſo much under the great diſadvantages of 
this preſent ſtate, which did ariſe both 
from his works and himſelf, yea, and ſuch 
as he had to deal with. So that this man 
is gathered when ripe ; he is even here a 
2 Tim. ii. 2 of glory, being ſo meet for his ma- 
21. 9 
Now how comfortable will death be 
to a man thus well ſured of eternal hap- 
pineſs, and prepared for that wherein 
tt | WI 
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wil conſiſt? It cannot endanger nor hurt SE RN. 


him; he muſt rather deſire than abhor or 


fear it, when only a ſenſe of preſent ſer www 


viceableneſs (where it is more needful) 


hath reconciled uſeful ſaints to a longer 


life, Phil. i. 23, 24. To ſuch uſeful ones 
as Paul it belonged to triumph over death, 
rather than be afraid, and welcome its a 

oaches to enjoy that, a regard whereto 
had made him ſo laborious; 1 Cor. xv. 
57, 58. 

Tuus I have repreſented the grounds 
on which a very uſeful man may die com- 
fortably. But can there be the like for 


an unuſeful perſon? I am ſure, where a 


life unprofitably ſpent (through ſloth, neg- 
ligence, ſelf-ſeeking and unfaithfulneſs to 
God) doth ſtare a man in the face, tis a 


juſt challenge to his hopes, it juſtifies his 


fears, and he vainly expects advantage by 
death, or ſafety in dying. 
YEA, a man who hath been uſeful in 


leſſer degrees, through remiſſneſs and nar- 


rowneſs of heart, cannot but feel greater 
jealouſy of his condition than the eminent- 
ly uſeful; yea, he muſt make bitter re- 
flections upon his paſt life, wherein he 
finds ſo many neglects and baulks. So 
little work done in ſo long a time, and 


with ſo great a ſtock; and being ſelf- 


conſcious of the much greater things he 
might have performed for a common good ; 


ſure he cannot, without grief, behold his 


ſeaſon 


V. 
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ſeaſon over, whilſt the blood of ſouls, the 
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groans of a dying church, or a ſinking 


WV nation teſtify againſt his ' departing ſou], 


Dan. xii. 3. 


that omitted relieving them to his power. 
What work for ſhame, and ſorrow, ay, 
and fear too, will this make, compared 
with a vigorouſly uſeful life? 

4.) Tus future rewards of an eminent- 
ly uſeful man will be greater than others: 
His crown will weigh in proportion to his. 
ſervice : They that turn many to righteouj- 
neſs, ſhall ſhine as the flars in the firma- 
ment, for ever and ever. He that gained 
the ten talents, was made @ ruler over ten 
cities; he that gained two, was made ru- 
ler but over five. | | 
TurszE wider veſſels ſhall be filled as 
well as the leſter ; but being larger, they 
contain the more. O then, happy he who 
was moſt abundant in labours; no degree 
whereof ſhall be in vain. Their works 
thall follow them as a retinue, adding to 
their grandeur ; and rivers ſhall be more 
acknowledged by our bleſſed God, when 
he will come to reward the very drops. 

THESE mens place in the body will be 
more noble, their thrones higher, perhaps 
their ſervices more eminent in a heavenly 
eſtate, as much in proportion as they had 
been on earth. And tho” all faithful ones 


Lak. xx. z. ſhall be as angels; yet among theſe there 


are degrees, wherein there will be a cor- 
reſpondence as to thoſe, Every generous 
deſign, 
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fully ſhall reap bountifully 


WHENCE its eaſily inferred, how ! 
lent a character of a believer it is, that 
he was an eminently uſeful pcrfon in his 
age. Its a title will ſound in the very 
heavens, and be honourably acknowledged 
by Chriſt upon his throne; he will fay, 


Well done, thou good and faithful ſervant, Mat.xxv. 


enter thou into the joy of thy Lord. Which 
yet is no reflection on his own merits ; 
for in the vertue thereof the moſt uſeful 
faints inherit thoſe further additions, ac- 
cording to his promiſe, as well as the leſs 
uſeful poſſeſs the leſſer degrees. True, its 
all his own, and he may do what he will 
with his own ; but if he is pleaſed to fore- 
tell us how he'll diſpenſe this hig own to 
men, therupon his veracity commands our 
aſſured expectations; and if he alſo uſe 
thoſe higher meaſures of glory, as motives 
to greater labours, we, in being very labo- 
rious, cannot be diſappointed of thoſe 
higher meaſures any more than of the 
leaſt; yea, we fruſtrate his end in pub- 
liſhing ſuch promiſes, if we are not ex- 
cited to more abundant labours by the be- 
nefits — and upon ſuch labours ex- 
oſe benefits. 

7 HAVE offered what I hope will con- 

vince you of the truth of the third gene- 


ral 
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loſs and hazard, will be found in a —_— 
portioned glory: He that ſoweth Bout WL 
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SzRM. ral head, viz. That to be eminently uſe- 
V. ful in one's generation, is an excellent cha- 
WY racter ; for to be ſo employed, is an ho- 


nour put upon that man by the infinite 
God. The ſpirit of ſuch a man is excel- 
lent and God-like : He hath the greateſt 
grounds for a comfortable death, both 
from the evidence of his title to eternal 
life, and his meetneſs for it. And laſtly, his 
future glory will be greater than that of 
others. 
THC TIE: 

I sRALL proceed to the application of 
this doctrine by ſome inferences. 

1ſt Inference. To be a publick plague, is 
a great reproach. What can be ſaid worſe 
of a man when dead ? That one did no 
good in an eminent ſtation ; that he hid 
his talent, which ſhould have been em- 
ployed in view, are infamous ſcars : but 
that any man ſhould influence to publick 
miſchief, this leaves his memorial accurſed; 
better never have been born ; his gifts, his 
eſtate, powers and offices, are become a 
ſnare to himſelf, and a miſchief to the 
publick. The more active, the greater de- 
triment; the longer he lived, the more 
laſting curſe hath this man been; and 
the further hath he contributed to the 
woe of others, as well as to his own dam- 


nation, He will be ſignally marked in an- 
| other 
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other world, for the harm he did in this; 8E RM. 
receiving his torments with remarkable no- V. 
tice, when they do groan to themſelves, vw 
who ſinned only againſt themſelves. Will 
the powers or riches he had on earth, 

uard him againſt the ſoreſt vengeance for 
the hurt he did ? No, no. Of this abhor- 
red fort are the waſters of countries, ty- 
rannical princes, propagators of herefies, 
perverters of juſtice, great oppreſſors of 
the poor, waſters of God's vineyards, be- 
trayers of their countries, filencers of uſe- 
ful preachers, enemies to the miniſtry, and 
calumniators of miniſters, and the like. 
Happy multitudes, if ſuch had never 
been ; and next, happy that they are ſoon 
taken away; ſec Fer. xxii. 17, 18. Such 
will wiſh they had been ideots and beg- 
gars, or any thing elſe, which could have 
more incapacitated them from doing miſ- 
chief. 

2d Inf. Tx 1s may convince us of the 
miſchief of a narrow ſectarian ſpirit, and 
conſonant principles, wherever they pre- 
vall. 

By ſuch a narrow ſpirit, I mean a ſpi- 
rit that confineth charity to a ſect diſtin- 
guiſhed from other chriſtians, by cuſtoms 
or opinions that are not eſſential to true 
godlineſs, and is embittered and enraged 
againſt all who differ from ſuch uſages 
and opinions. This is the ſpirit of po- 
pery; (which is a ſe, tho' a great one) 
yea, 
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SERM. Yea, it 1s the worſt of popery ; and where- 

V. ever it rules, the moſt diabolical part of 

WV anti-chriſtianiſm is undeſtroy'd. All the 

perſecutions and impoſitions of that beaſt 

proceed from this very ſpirit, and from 

inciples both miniſtring to it, and form- 

ed by it (for their influence is mutual.) 

There's ſcarce any thing more oppoſite to 

publick uſefulneſs, or leſs conſiſtent with 

the precepts, deſign and true ſpirit of 

chriſtianity ; the former is thag which my 

ſubject ſo calls me to demonſtrate, and 

teſtify againſt, that without doing ſo, I 

cannot faithfully handle this doctrine. 

But who can doubt the deſtructiveneſs of 

this ſpirit to publick benefit and ſervice, 

if you obſerve the way and behaviour of 

all ſorts of perſons who are acted by it? 
For under its impulſe it is, that 

1. Mx confine their uſefulneſs to their 

own faction, as if they were indebted to 

ſeek the good of none beyond it ; nay, as 

if conſcience obliged them againſt all at- 

tempts for benefits more common and ex- 

tenſive. They judge all men out of their 

herd, unworthy of their love, concern, or 

labour ; what's the publick to them, fur- 

ther than as things affect their own ? Let 

the ſhip fink, ſo their cabbin can be ſa- 

ved. They'll obſtruct all ſettlement in 

church or ſtate, if it be any other than a 

proviſion for their ſet, or managed by 

any beſides themſelyes ; yea ſcruple not 


to 
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to advance their party upon the ruins of SERNM. 
the publick, as men ſee from age to age. V. 

2. Wu Ax is it to ſuch bigots, if tne VV 
chriſtianity prevail with men, or converts 


be myltiplied, unleſs they become their 
fy 


proſeſytes? Alas! they judge no man re- 
ligious, or good, out of their own garb ; 

they ſurmiſe him carnal, who cannot pro- 
nounce their Sh:bboleth, and do as good as 
fay, they are all in a damnable Rate who at 
all oppoſe them. Hence ſuch people are far 
more induſtrious to bring men to a com- 
pliance with their fond peculiarities, than 
to a ſubjection to the great and moſt un- 
doubted precepts of the goſpel, Mat. xxui. 
15. which is a publick miſchief, as in o- 
ther reſpects ſo alſo in this. Men here- 
by waſte that time, ſtrength, and labour, 
upon an unprofitable (if not hurtful) trifle, 
which, by a publick ſpirit, would be em- 
ployed in ſubſerviency to what is really 
advantagious, viz. To make men holier 
and fafer for eternity. Yet, 

3. As if this effect of fuch a ſpirit v were 
not harmful enough to the publick, it 
further prompts men to malign the moſt 
uſeful, to obſtruct the moſt proſperous 
ſucceſſes of the goſpel, to 'blaſt the moſt 
profitable miniſters, and overturn flouriſh- 
ing churches, by dividing and defaming 
methods, with lies, violence and baſeſt ar- 
tifice, as if they thought juſtice, kindneſs, 
and truth, were due only to men of their 


Own 
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own opinion ; and cruelty, tricking, and 
falſhood, were warranted, if not required 


GWYV towards all who differ, Gal. v. 10. and vi. 


Jam, iii. 
I5, 17. 


IO, 12, 15, 16. Yea, it ſtops not here; 
what poverty, ſilencings, impriſonments, 
tortures and bloodſhed, both by perſecution 
and wars, do men, ſo ſpirited, greedily in- 
flict, and bring upon mankind? neigh- 
bour nations, yea, our own proclaim. Such 
actings indicate this narrow ſpirit to pre- 
vail ; ſuch a ſpirit prevailing, will produce 
all thoſe fruits, if there be but power. It 
may obtain under very different forms, but 
is not the more innocent for any of them, 
tho” it reigns in ſome of moſt. The beſt 
cauſe will not hallow ſach a frame ; the 
worſt cauſe generally hath moſt of it, and 
very oft it is a ſign thereof. But where- 
ever it is Chriſt will not own it, his in- 
tereſt, in a_ common good, 1s ſure to loſe 
by it ; it ſprings from carnal ſelfiſhneſs, 
it's acted and excited by the devil, what- 
ever is pretended for its juſtification, and 
it tends to publick hurt of the higheſt 
kind. Surely it's no part of, nor joined 
with that o0:/dom which is from above, 
which is firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle, 
eaſy to be intreated, full of mercy and 
good fruits, without injuring, and without 
hypocriſy : No, it's from what is earthly, 
ſenſual, and deviliſh. 

LET us all watch then againſt the in- 


fection of ſuch a temper ; for it's too na- 
| tural 
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tural to our unrenewed part to allow ſe- SERNM. 


curity, yea, tho' our opinions be moſt or- 


thodox. Satan will delude you to it un- Ay 


der the name of zeal, for he knows that 
zeal muſt degenerate into helliſh fire when 
it blazeth in the former inſtances ; yea, 
when it moves thereto. The quenching 
of ſuch a ſpirit, in others, is our duty, or, 
at leaſt, reſiſting it, that it prevail not to 
a publick miſchief ; nor is he worthy of 
the name of a man, publickly uſeful, that 
dare not venture all to oppoſe it; and the ra- 
ther, becauſe its as much worſe than bru- 
tiſh, as the devil is worſe than a brute, and 
in many reſpects gives that wound to re- 
ligion, and a publick good, which open 
profaneneſs is not capable of giving. No- 
thing but a true publick chriſtian ſpirit can 
expel it, and without that there will be 
no aptneſs to contribute to that progreſs 
of the goſpel in the world, which we 
daily pray for; nor a poſſibility to main- 
tain, or improve ſuch a mercy, by walking 
in unity, love, and peace, to common e- 
dification. To all which, this narrow ſpi- 
rit of a party is ſo irreconcileable and de- 
ſtructive, that giving way thereto, will no 
more allay it than pouring oll into a fire. 
Happy times, when divine light and love 
will ſo abound, that ſelf-ſeekers can ſerve 
no turn by ſuch a ſpirit, and the honeſt- 
minded ſhall neither be endangered, nor 

. VU infected 
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SERM. infected by it; then, and not till then, will 
V. a publick good be generally purſued. 

3 Inf. We fee one great reaſon wh 

felf-demal is fo propoſed by Chriſt to all 
his diſciples. 

THis is the firſt article to which all his 
Mat. xv i. followers are to ſubmit, If any man will 
24. be my diſciple, let him deny himſelf, take up 
bis croſs, and follow me. The two laſt are 
impoſſible to ſuch, as agree not to the 
firſt, But beſides the neceſſity thereof to 
theſe, ſelf-denial is abſolutely requiſite to 
thoſe ſervices, which Chriſt deſigneth by 
his diſciples, to each other, and* to the 
world; as ſalt they are to ſeaſon a cor- 
rupt world, as /zghts to enlighten a blind 
world, Mat. v. 13, 14. Wiſdom is to be 
. aPet.ii.g. 7z/tified by them, Luke vii. 3 5. The vertues 
of God to be publiſhed, They are to pro- 
te the intereſts of our bleſſed redeem- 
er, &c. But which of theſe can we ſub- 
ferve, if ef be not denied? All impedi- 
ments to attempt ſuch a work, and moſt 
of our unfitneſs to accompliſh it, do a- 
riſe from carnal ſe/f/hneſs ; where this is 
ſubdued, men are ready and prepared to 
be common bleſſings, as opportunity is 
afforded. Then ſloth will not delay, fear 
ſhall not diſcourage, ambitious or covetous 
aims muſt not divert from any labours 
that others may be benefited by ; whereas 
carnal ſelf muſt have our eaſe indulged, 
our humour gratified, and fafety, . 
and 
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and worldly advantages provided for, what- SERM. 
ever becomes of Chriſt's intereſts, or a pub- V. 


lick weal. He that denieth himſelf molt, 
will be. moſt beneficial ; he that cannot do 
this at all, will rarely attempt, infallibly 
| ſpoil, and eaſily quit any publick ſervice. 
A ſelf-ſeeking man will not propoſe, or 
proſecute, a common good, farther than 
his own preſent intereſts do invite. A /elf- 
indulging man will manage his endeavours 
ſo, as that the obſtacles to his ſucceſs, by 
his own behaviour, will exceed the utmoſt 
he contributes to it. A /e//-confident man 
will over-look the good he might do, at- 
tempt what he is unfit for, and, as a juſt 
rebuke from God, diſcover his own weak- 
| neſs, inſtead of being proſpered in what 
he doth fooliſhly enterprize in his own 
ſtrength. 

D1p you ſtrictly examine your hearts 
and ways, it would appear, moſt mens 
unuſefulneſs proceeds from their ſelfiſh- 
neſs; this locks your coffers, that you can- 
not give; this benums your powers, that 
you will not act; this ſpieth the lion in 
the way, that you dare not go; this feels 
the burden, counts the charge, and reſents 
the inconveniencies of ſervice, as too great 
to be endured for it. Whereas, in all emi- 
nent uſefulneſs, we do neglect the counſel, 
counter- act the projects, and offer violence 
to the inclinations of ſelf, Gal. i. 16. and 
therein we mult act not only as ſuch who 

3 are 
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are not their own, but as thoſe who have 
no will of their own to obey, no ſelfiſh 
turn to ſerve, nor humour to gratify. 
When therefore ſelfiſhneſs is ſo certain an 
obſtructer of the uſes Chriſt deſigned his 
members to, how fit was it to make our 
denial of it a prime part of true chriſtianity, 
and try his genuine followers by their con- 
ſent thereto, eſpecially when all publick 
miſchiefs do as truly ſpring from ſelf-in- 
dulged, as publick benefats do from this 
denied? Miſerable man! ſince his luſts are 
become himſelf, and rational ſelf- love be- 
come a ſtranger. Happy chriſtian ! who 
beſt conſults his own true intereſts, by 
trampling on his luſts, reſtraining his irre- 
gular deſires, and rejecting an undue con- 
cern for body, and earthly affairs, that he 
may live to Chriſt, and a common good. 
This man knows he ſhall find his trueſt 
ſelf moſt gratified, ſecured, and provided 
for, in renouncing and oppoſing this his 
greateſt enemy, tho' called e. 

ISsHAILI, in the next place, exhort you 
and myſelf, according to the nature of this 
truth which J have explained. 

1. LET us be aſhamed, and duly hum- 
blea, for our unuſefulneſs in our genera- 


tion. 


Wuo of us falls not under the charge 
of this fault? And, ſurely, bluſhings and 
grief, are very proper where the charge Is 
truc, But knowing how loth we are to 

acknow- 
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acknowledge our fault, and as backward Sx xm. 
to be affected with the ſenſe of it, when V. 
its two plain to be denied, I ſhall endea- &v>- 
vour, 

(1.) To convince you of your unuſeful- 
neſs in your generation, that ſo we may 
not plead we are ignorant, if we are guilty. 

(2.) To excite you to ſhame and ſorrow 
for your unuſefulneſs, when under convic- 
tion of the guilt. 

(I.) FoR conviction of the guilty. * To 
this end review your talents, and the im- 
provements of them, for publick good ; 
admit, yea, excite your conſciences, to 
compare your diſtributions with your ſtock, 
your labour with your ſtrength, and your 
publick ſervices with your time, gifts, and 
opportunities. Deal herein as in the fight 
of Chriſt, whoſe eyes are as a flame of 
fire, Rev. 1. 14. and be not unconcerned 
whether you find out your fin or not, for 
your ignorance prevents not your guilt, if 
the charge be true, tho it will hinder your 
repentance, whereby your puniſhment be- 

comes unavoidable. O then let each of us 
aſk oyrſelves ſuch queſtions as theſe : Have 
I ever propoſed to live to God's honour, 
in the good of others, as the great end of 
life? or have not I utterly diſregarded it? 
Have I done good to as many perſons as I 
had a call to, and opportunity for? Or 
have not I wilfully exemptid very many, 
to whom I ſtood obliged ? Hath the good 
U 3 that 
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SERM. that J have done in the world, been in 

V. proportion to my utmoſt ability? or hath 

Wit been very little, and inconſiderable, 

compared with what I could have done ? 

Did I begin to be uſeful as ſoon as I was 

capable; and do continue ſo to this time; 

or was I not far in years before I began; 

or have I not deſerted it, after I made 

ſome hopeful beginnings? Am I ſeriouſly 
concerned to fee ſo many ſinners poſtin 

to hell? Doth my heart bleed at the mi- 

ſerable condition of the poor and diſtreſ- 

ſed? Am ] very ſolicitous for the church's 

welfare, and the nation's happineſs, ſo as to 

ſet myſelf to redreſs evil, and help the 

good of each in my place, and this to the 

extent of my power? Or, am not I one 

that ſlight the wickedneſs the world lies 

in, want bowels to the diſtreſſed? If I 

abound, ſeldom think or care what be- 

comes of the church or nation, ſo that I 

and my friends be but ſafe and thrive; 

and accordingly I employ and ſpare my 

eſtate, labour, gifts, and power. 

War anſwer doth an awakened con- 
ſcience give to theſe queſtions? Doth it 
not accuſe you? Muſt it not preſent to 
you a ſad account of great omiſſions and 
many neglects? Have you no ſuch ſecret 
miſgivings as theſe? I fear I have been a 
dry tree, and barren ſoil; few have cauſe 
to bleſs God for my life. Oh, the little 
good I haye ever as yet attempted to do to 

__ others! 
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others! What Fruit J have born hath been S ERM. 
to myſelf, with unfruitful Ephraim, Hoſ. V. 
x. I. If any have been benefited by any. 
thing I have given or done, it hath been 
by God's over-ruling it, and ſeldom with 
any deſign or good-will of mine; or, at 
beſt, I have leſs intended the good of 
others thereby, than my own private ad- 
vantage; for my heart tells me, I coldly 
attempted the moſt promiſing enterprize 
from which I expected not. applauſe or 

rofit: And ſoon gave it over when I had 
a ſproſpe& of reproach, or loſs thereby. 
Oh that you would be faithful to your 
own ſouls, and acknowledge your guilt ; 
eſpecially, if it be notorious! Great in- 
ſtances cannot be overlooked, unleſs you 
wilfully ſhut your eyes. What trade you 
have driven in the world muſt be known 
to you, tho' ſome diverſions may be for- 
gotten. Hath publick ſervice for God been 
your buſineſs in any meaſure? or, have 
you made the very worſhip of God, and 
your moſt ſeeming obedience, to ſubſerve 
carnal ends? Have you ſpent your eſtate 
on your luſts, or on the publick intereſts, 
and poor members of Chriſt, next to the 
ſupply of your own and family's true ne- 
ceſſities? What projects have had the chief 
room in your heads? What matters have 
ſat cloſeſt to your hearts? Were they 
ſerving your generation, and ſaving your 
own ſoul? or, were they the periſhing at- 
U4 fairs 
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fairs of life? Reſt not till you make a 
true anſwer ; nor till that, as paſt all doubt, 
be aſſented to; that ſo if unuſefulneſs is 
imputed to you by the all- ſeeing God, you 
1 Cor. xiv. may Cry, I am guilty: Being convinced of 


all, and judged of all. 
(2) Ir you are guilty, be gſbamed and 


grieved. 

His heart is obdurate, if not atheiſtical, 
that owneth his unprofitableneſs without 
ſhame, ſeeing its a thing ſo zndecent and 
unbecoming ; or without afflicting ſorrow, 
it being a thing ſo ſinful in itſelf, fo un- 
juſt toward God, fo injurious to others, 
and hurtful to your own ſouls. Give way 
to ſome thoughts that ought to ſtrike your 
ſecure unconcerned minds. 

1. Go p keeps a regiſter of his gifts 
committed to you, and of your neglects 
and abuſes in the employing of them. He 
knows what thou haſt done, and what 
thou mighteſt have done ; what you have 
laid out by his rules, and what under the 
conduct of your own luſts; nothing of 
either did eſcape his view, or flip his me- 
mory. The account of both are as full 
and exact as if enter'd in a book, Rev. xx. 
12. and ſhortly the whole will be read by 
thyſelſ, in a light which cannot be refu- 
ſed; yea, tranſcribed on- thy very con- 
ſcience, ſo as not to be blotted out. An- 
ticipate this by ſerious reflections, and ſure 
it muſt fill you with ſhame and ſorrow, » 

ce 
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ſee ſo much received, and ſo little reſtored, SE xm. | 
by applying it to the appointed uſes, yea, V. 


ſo much employed to very contrary pur- 
poſes ; ſo great an eſtate, with little or no- 
thing to promote the goſpel, or relieve the 
poor, but a very great ſum waſted on thy 
luſts, or hoarded to look upon. Will it not 
affect you to find your names among ma- 
giſtrates or miniſters, capable for, and cal- 
led to the reſpective duties of ſuch offices, 
for a common good, and over-againſt your 
names thus written, This magiſtrate was 
no terror to evil-doers, no praiſe to ſuch as 
did well? Nay, inſtead of reforming others, 
he corrupted them by his countenance and 
example ; inſtead of relieving the injured, 
he oppreſſed the poor, perverted juſtice, 
and perſecuted my ſervants. This min- , 
ter did* not reprove fin impartially and 
boldly, eſpecially if the offenders were ſuch 
as he expected benefit by ; he declared not 
my whole counſel, but minced and choſe 
what was fafeſt to himſelf, and moſt plea- 
ſing to others; he accommodated not his 
labours to the real benefit of all, but to the 
humours of ſome ; diſdaining plain ſpeech, 
affecting levity, frothy or amuſing diſcour- 
ſes: He was more ſolicitous to know how 
he was praiſed, thari how others did pro- 
fit. He let truth fink, and errors gain 
ground, when he found his name or in- 
comes ſhould ſuffer by oppoſing the laſt, 
or abetting the firſt ; ſuch a time he dealt 

| treach- 
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SERM. treacherouſly with ſuch and ſuch ſouls, 
V. he obſtructed a publick good for his pri- 

» vate advantage; he excuſed himſelf from 
preaching, pleading, or ſpeaking, tho' he 
ſlaw my intereſt and the real benefit of 
others required it. How formal and cold 
in his performances, prayerleſs and floth- 
ful in his preparations; partial and careleſs 
in diſcipline, and unexemplary in walk- 

ing. Notions he took up for truths, with- 
out ſearch or other enquiry, than, Is this 
the opinion of a man eminent with the 
party I hope to live by? and will it ſuit 
with the fancies of theſe men? I might 
proceed herein, and annex the particular 
caſes of others; but this may ſuffice to 
mind you what a bluſh ſhould it raiſe, 
what an anguiſh ſhould it cauſe, to ſee 

your names thus underwritten in the re- 
cords of heaven; and know, the devil 
keeps alſo an account, as full as he can, 
that he may become your accuſer. 

2. You can make no apology for 
your unuſefulneſs, but what's fit to aggra- 
vate your ſhame and forrow. A vain mind, 
and a feared conſcience, will ſuggeſt ex- 
cuſes, and take up with them, however 
falſe and frivolous they be: But enquiries 
there will be, which will pierce into the 
nature and truth of things, and miniſter 
ſuch an awakening light, as ſhall render 
the moſt careleſs and confident perſon 
ſpeechleſs,” Matt. xxii. 12. It were our 

mercy 
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mercy that we allowed nothing as a ſuf- SE RN. 
ficient plea now, but what will be ap- V. 


proved of at the judgment-bar. Examine 


therefore the true reaſons why you have 
not ſerved your e as well as 
others. 

Object. You will pretend your utter 
incapacity for ſervice. 

Anſio. 1. THAT is a good apology, if 

true, for God expects not fo reap where he Mat. xxv. 
hath not ſown ; he is no ſuch hard maſter. o_ 
None ſhall have ground to affix that cha- 

rater to him. But is this excuſe true? 

Can your conſciences, as drowſy as they 

are, offer this plea, and abide by it? viz. 

The only reaſon why we were not publick 
bleſſings, was becauſe we had no gift, no 
opportunity, eſtate or power to be ſo. 

It conſcience upon a ſerious pauſe dare not 

ſtick to this excuſe, but condemns thee, 

how much more wilt God condemn thee, 2 John 11. 
who is greater and knoweth all things? 3. 
But if ſtill you verily believe that the ob- 
jection ſtates your caſe; 

Anſw. 2. LET me aſk you, have you re- 
ally pitied the diſtreſſed whom you could 
not relieve ? Have you avoided being hurt- 
ful ta others, tho' you could not profit 
them ? Have you earneſtly prayed for the 
church of God, and the good of the mi- 
ſerable world, bewailing the ſorrows of 
the firſt, and the miſery of the laſt ? Do 
you rejoice in, and bleſs God for thoſe 

who 
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SERM. who are uſeful, without envying the moſt 


eminent ? When you deſire an eſtate or 


gift, and bewail the want of them, is the 


latter moſtly becauſe you cannot be uſe- 
ful, and the former that you may be ſo? 
Do you take all due pains, and uſe all 
good thrift, that you may have ſome what 
to enable you to be profitable? And if 
you are poor, and have the help of others, 
do you make conſcience not to aſk it 710, 
you need; nor aſk or take more than you 
need, that the relief of the more neceſſitous 
may not be hindred ? If your hearts can- 
not honeſtly ſay, Theſe things anſwer my 
caſe, its thus with me; then you have 
not a temper of mind, to be uſeful if you 
had abilities ; and its moſt probable you 
are more able to do good, than you have 
been faithful to do it. 

Bur if indeed your conſciences do juſt- 
ly witneſs, that you can ſo anſwer to the 
above queſtions, as that incapacity 1s the. 
very reaſon your generation is not more 
ſerved by you than by your prayers and 
good example ; then you are not the 
perſons to whom my reproof is directed, 
fo that you do that little you can. 

Anſ. 3. Bur ſuch of you as are able to 
ſerve your generation, and neglect it, ſhould 
be more aſhamed and grieved when you 
conſider the true cauſes of your unprofita- 
bleneſs. 

YouR 
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YouR hinderances to ſervice, are from SE RM. 
your ſelves ; your luſts have the great V. 
hand in aſſigning the governing reaſon : WWYV., 


Look at the baulks you have made, and 
the opportunities you have paſs'd unuſe- 
fully over; and aſk thy conſcience, whence 
was it that I neglected this? Can you be 
unaffected when you receive this anſwer ? 
My covetouſneſs, my pride, my floth, my 
fear, my unbelief, or my unconcernedneſs 
for God's honour, and the publick good, 
did hinder me; theſe made me unwillin 
and averſe, theſe diverted my abilities to 
another channel, and would not ſuffer me 
to be uſeful and faithful in my truſt. 
Were not you governed by one or other 
of - theſe whenever you ſhut your ears to 
the cry of an afflicted church, of ſtarved 
miniſters, of a ſinking nation, of diſeaſed 
ſouls, and the diſtreſſed poor? 

Ir it be fo, as indeed it will be found, 


you have cauſe to be aſhamed and mourn. 


Doth it become men to be under the con- 
duct of ſuch baſe guides? In this reſpect 
God hath called you to ſhew your ſelves 
men, 1/a. xlvi. 38. But much more unbe- 
coming 1s this, to yon that wear the name 
of chriſtians ; you are called and redeemed 
to be zealous of good works, Titus ii. 14. 
Is this to he ſo? Is this to imitate or obey 
Chriſt, whom you own for your Lord, and 
whoſe livery you have put on ? Follow 


the channel to the fountain head ; be led 
by 


j 


| 
1 
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Sr RNM . by your actings to the poſture and frame 
V. of your hearts; and judge what vile ſpi- 
its act you, what a dominion have theſe 


luſts in your ſoul, that thus command 
your talents, and determine the ſcope of 
your lives in oppoſition to the loudeſt 
calls. Oh bluſh and weep, that with all 
thy light and helps, under all thy chriſtian 
profeſſion and hopes, thy heart is ſo earth- 
ly and carnal, ſo ſenſual and deviliſh; ſo 
full of hatred to God and man, as the au- 
thority of theſe luſts import; and thy 
unuſefulneſs doth teſtify in the cleareſt 
light, the holy ſpirit hath made no ſaving 
change, if you are altogether uſeleſs; the 
change at moſt is very imperfect, whilſt 
your uſefulneſs is ſo much hindred by 
theſe unſubdued luſts. The very wnpry- 
fitable muſt be made other men, Mat. xii. 
33. and the leſs profitable are not very 
good men. You have thoſe dry leaves 
and dead branches which may well put 
you to the bluſh, and fill you with fear, 
John xv. 2. the unfruitful branch will be 
caſt out. 

3. You x unuſefulneſs expreſſeth that 
treachery, ingratitude and injuſtice towards 
God, which muſt cauſe ſhame and ſorrow 
in every thinking perſon. 

Tu E leaſt acquaintance with the infi- 
nite God, as our owner, ruler, and bene- 
factor, would ſtrike an amazement and 
terror in our minds, that this ſort of de- 

1 meanour 


e — 
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meanour towards him, ſhould be juſtly 8E RM. 
aſcribed to any of us; yet as far as pub- V. 
lick unuſefulneſs is our crime, all this baſe SV 
treatment of God is chargeable upon us. 

(I.) Irs treachery towards God, as its 
contrary to our profeſſion, a breach of our 
vows, and betraying our truſt, Let's con- 
ſider this in three parts. 

1. WHEN you profeſs your ſelves the 
ſervants of God, the followers of Chriſt, 
inſpired by his ſpirit, ſatified with his co- 
venant bleſſings as your portion, expectants 
of his heavenly rewards, and acknow- 
ledgers of him as your ultimate end ; do 
not you hereby profeſs that you are em- 
ployed about his work, and ſerving his 
pprpoſes in the world, that this is your 
trade and the buſineſs of your life? You 
who profeſs your ſelves chriſtians, pfofeſs 
no leſs than what I have above deſcribed ; 
but pray ſee how empty a profeſſion it is? 
how far otherwiſe you do, than you pre- 
tend, and what other ſort of people you 
are than you would ſeem to be ; when 
all this while you neglect God's work, and 
follow your own ; you overlook his de- 
ſigns, and ſerve your own turn. May 
not God ſay, they profeſs to ſerve me, but Tit. i. 16. 
in works they deny me: With their mouth Ezekiel 
they ſhew much kindneſs, but their heart *I. 31. 

_ goeth after their covetouſneſs, and after 


their pride, and after their ſelfiſh de- 
ſigns, 
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Do you think God will be mocked, of 
that you can impoſe on him ? It cannot be, 


Soy Bluſh then at your own falſhood ; whilſt 


Luk. xxiii. 


your heads are ſo ſeldom projecting, how 
ſhall we beſt honour our God, and ſerve 
his intereſts: and if you are ſatisfied with an 
empty noiſe, or theatrical ſhew ; fear, 
leſt Chriſt apply himſelf to you as to Ju- 
das, Betrayeſt thou me with a kiſs * Do you 
profeſs all this, that you may be exempted 
from promoting my concerns in the 
world? Yea, that you may diſſerve me 
the more, in betraying my cauſe by your 
connivance and neglects? Oh! let us mourn 
that our very profeſſion teſtifies againſt 
us. 

2, UNUSEFULNESS 1s a breach of your 
Vows, made to the living God. 

YouR baptiſmal vow includes a ſolemn 
dedication of your ſelves and all you have 
to Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, with an 
engagement of living to God, and not 
to his rivals, be they the world, fleſh, or 
devil. Conſider your unuſefulneſs, and ſee, 
is that a performance of this engagement, 
or conſiſtent with it? Sure. by your beha- 
viour you think it was an error that you 
made this vow, Eccleſ. v. 6. but know they 
are no chriſtians who conſent not to it; 
and having engaged, you cannot think 
that meer making this vow was principal- 
ly deſigned in Chriſt's inſtitution ; no, it 
was ordained to be made, that you might 


be more ſenſibly obliged to execute it, eſ- SR RM. 
pecially in fo principal a part of it. How V. 
ever light you make of your great and WWW 


wilful unſerviceableneſs in your day, you 
are therein no leſs than perfidious and per- 
jured in breaking your oaths, and thoſe 
oft renewed before the Lord at his table, 
oft it may be in ſickneſs ; beſides the 
oaths you have taken as magiſtrates or 
miniſters, iy 
To your perfidiouſneſs you have adde 
facrilege againſt your ſelf-dedication, of 
which hereafter. Ought not our ſouls to 
bleed to think, I gave up myſelf and my 
all to God, to ſerve and honour him, to 
lead Chriſt's cauſe, and advance his in- 
tereſts, to live for him, and not for my- 
ſeif ; yea, I have ſigned his covenant to 
do this, and yowed it upon the memorials 
of his death, and in ſeveral extremities \ 
when conſcience repreſented :my' dange- 
rous neglects, and yet notwithſtanding all, 
I employ my eſtate, my time, my gifts, 
my power, as if at full liberty to uſe them 
as I pleaſe; as if Chriſt had no intereſt to 
be ſerved by me, or I were under no ob- 
ligation to ſpend or adyenture any thing 
for his ſervice. 1 
3. You have betrayed that truſt which 
God committed to you. 5 
WuokvkEf is a miniſter of Chriſt, is“ 
a ſteward to whom the truths and inſti- 
tutions of Chriſt are entruſted to maintain, 
X diſpenſe 
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SERM. diſpenſe, and defend. 1 Cor. iv, 1, 2. He is 

V. a paſtor, to whoſe care the flock of Chriſt 

s committed, 1 Pet. v. 2. In becoming mi- 

niſters we undertake this truſt. The if? 

of ſeuls is very much committed to us as 

watch-men, Ezek. xxxiii. 8. It cannot be 

denied then that a careleſs ſelfiſh unfaith- 

ful miniſter betrays his truſt ; he diſ- 

chargeth not what he hath undertaken, 

but deals falſly and treacherouſly with our 
faithful Lord. 

Magiſtrates are entrufted with God's 
ſword, and ſubjects committed to their care 
to the degree of power which they have 
over them; doth not that magiſtrate then 
deal treacherouſly with God 'in betraying 
this truſt, when he preſerveth not the in- 
nocent, but defends the guilty &c ? Yea, 
all the talents any man hath, is put into 
his hands to lay out as God directs for a 
common good ; and every one whom we 
ought to benefit by that talent, is commit- 
ted to our truſt, as far as his welfare de- 

nds upon that ſupply. 

05 Va, Chriſt heed ee every chri- 
ſtian with his honour, with his intereſts, 
and with the advancement of his kingdom 

in this world. We are intruſted as his 
witneſſes, his ſoldiers &c. but let us bluſh and 
mourn, that as far as we have neglected to 
ſerve our generation, we have betrayed all 
his publick concerns in this world; all that 

he hath put into our hands. Ah! had 


none 
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none been more faithful than we, his goſ- SERM. 


pel, his miniſtry, his members had been 


in a condition more deplorable than they Wo. 


be. O that my eyes were waters! trea- 
chery is a vile blot ; treachery towards 
God is the worſt fort : And yet this have 
you been guilty of; yea, in ſaddeſt in- 
ſtances,  v/z. belying your profeſſion, 
breaking your vows, and betraying your 
truſt, May it not well fill you with con- 
fuſion? 

2. By your unuſefulneſs you have dealt 
ungratęfully with God. 

Ingratitude is a monſtrous crime, and 
becomes more ſo, as he deſerveth well at 
our hands againſt whom we are ungrate- 
ful. Where there is any ingenuity there 
will be relentings, to think how God hath 
deſerved our utmoſt ſervice, and what a 
baſe requital we have made by our great 
neglects. He hath not ſpared his own ſon, 
but gave him to be a ſacrifice for us when 
enemies ; and we have grudged a few 
pounds, murmured at a little labour, or 
hazard, in ſerving him, who is our beſt 


friend, and daily benefaCtor : It is more Act. x. 3, 


bleſſed to give than to receive. God hath 
made us able to give, and others in need 
to receive, when 1 might have put them 
in our caſe, and us in theirs; yet we baſe- 
ly refuſe to obey him, in giving out of 
our abundance to ſuch as want it. How 
unthankful are we to the giver of all our 

| X 2 gifts ? 
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SERM. gifts? That we refuſe to honour him, by 
V. inſtructing the ignorant, and reclaiming 
WYYV tranſgreflors, when he could as eaſily have 
qualified them to inſtruct us, and left us 
in a greater need of their aſſiſtance, than 
they are of ours. Whatever we are, have, 
or hope for, are the fruits of his mere boun- 
ty, and diſtinguiſhing favour to us; that 
we are capable to do him any ſervice, or 
others any good, are endowments he diſ- 
penſed to us by name, and that theſe ſhall 
not be uſed at all for him, is high ingra- 
titude. In mercy he hath long tried us, he 
hath ſpared us again and again, after that 
our barrenneſs hath provoked him to cut 
us off, as well as others whom he hath 
caſt out, Luk. xin. 8. and ſtill we abuſe 
his patience, and perſiſt to cumber the 
ground, and be little profitable to any. By 
great rewards he invites us, by great aſ- 
ſiſtances he encourageth us to that which 
he might bind us to, at our peril, by his 
mere command ; yet, as baſe wretches, we 
loyter, yea, refuſe his work; we wave 
what's hard, and think too much of what 
is caſieſt; we caſt off all that we can to- 
lerably rid our ſelves of. 

OUGHT not it to be for a lamentation, 
and the more ſo if you can but diſcern 
the malignity and contempt you have ex- 
prefled towards God in your unthankful 
returns? What's the language of your re- 
fuſing to ſerve your generation * 

0 
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No kinder, no more expreflive of grati- SERM. 
tude, for all his favours, than this; God V. 
deſerves not my pains, my eſtate would 


be fooliſhly laid out for him; what is he 
to me, that I ſhould diſturb my eaſe, ha- 
zard my name, diſpleaſe my friends, or 
ſuffer any thing for a common good ? For 
my part, ſo that all will be of my mind, 
let Chriſt the redeemer have none to ho- 
nour him, let Satan carry away the whole 
ſpoil, let the goſpel of Chriſt have no place, 
let his miniſters and members periſh as 
well as need, let heaven have no tribute 
from this world but blaſphemies, let God 
be reproached, by intruſting ſuch a one as 
I am, with what might benefit the com- 
munity, let this earth of the Lord's be a 
hell for miſery and fin ; ſo let all be, ra- 
ther than I'll run any danger, ſuſtain any 
labour, or be at any expence or trouble. 
Yet this hath been the language of your 
unprofitable behaviour, as far as you have 
allowed it, and God doth fo interpret it, 
however partial you are towards your- 
ſelves. 

Is not this horrid ingratitude to our 
bleſſed Lord? And do dry eyes, or a face 
lifted up agree hereto ? We may deſervedly 


take up thoſe words, We are aſhamed and "Pp xXXXi. 


confounded, becauſe we bear the reproach of 19. 
our paſt times. It's time to bluſh when 
all his ſpecial favours do thus reproach us, 


X 3 and 
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SERM. and our returns have breathed ſuch grojs 
V. ingratitude. 
3. Your unuſefulneſs hath been the 
higheſt znju/tice againſt God. 

Wurst you have refuſed to be pro- 
fitable according to your ability, you have 
denied to render to God that which is his 
own; you have defrauded, and /acrilegi- 
ouſly with-held and miſapplied that which 
was his and not yours. Whoſe are you 
yourſelves? Whoſe are all your gifts and 
eſtates which you have thus grudged? 
They are the Lord's. Of every talent he 
may juſtly ſay, Its my own, Mat. xxv. 27. 

Plal. I. 1. The cattle upon a thouſand hills are mine. 
Pal. xiv. The earth is the Lord's, and the fulneſs 
15 thereof. Hence he faſtens injury on ido- 
Ezek. xvi. atrous 1/r acl, Thou didft take thy jewels of 
——_ my gold and my ſilver, and thou haſt ſet my 
oil and my incenſe before thy idols, and my 
meat, &c. But eſpecially bethink your- 
ſelves how many ways you, even you, un- 
uſeful ones, are his. You are the wor of 
his hands, he gave you a being, or you 
had never exiſted ; he gave you to be what 
you are, even rational creatures; which he 
was no more neceſſitated to make you, 

than crawling toads, Job xxvxili. 6. 
He ſuſtains you in being, and in your 
Acts xvii. capacity for ſervice: In him we live, and 
* move, and have our being. By his bounty 
are you provided for, and by his watchful 
eye 
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eye preſerved every moment, Gen. xlviii. SE . M. 
15, 16. . 
o v were redeemed by the blood of 
Chriſt; he bought you into a capacity for 
ſervice, when you were fetter d in priſon in 
order to eternal vengeance, Zech. ix. 11. 
Luke i. 74. 
You have ſolemnly owned the claim of 
God in Chriſt to you, by offering up.your- 
ſelves, and all you poſſeſs, to this glorious 
One; anſwerably to Rom. xii. 1. whereby 
thou art his alſo by ſelf-dedication. See- 
ing then his claims to you are thus vari- 
ous and univerſal, how much have you 
wronged him, in denying him the uſe of 
his own, and done your utmoſt to defeat 
him in the end for which he created and 
redeemed you ? Did not he create all things 
for himſelf ? to bring him glory, and do 
him ſervice, to the degree. whereof they 
were capable, Prov. xvi. 4. Col. 1. 16. 
Chriſt died and roſe, that he might be Lord Rom. xiv. 
both of the dead and living. Was not this“ 
that he might- rule all, diſpoſe of all, and 
be ſerved by all? How unrighteous then 
have you been, as far as unuſefulneſs is 
your fault ; you have carried it as if he 
could not do with his own as he pleaſed, 
You his creatures have refuſed to go on 
his errand, or work in bis vineyard ; you, Mat. xxi. 
his purchaſed ones, have not agreed to 3e. 
ſerve him with your bodies and ſpirits, 1 Cor. vi. 
which are bis, His money you have refu- *** - 
X 4 ſed 
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ſed to give as he directs; his office and 
power you have neglected to apply to the 


ends, and by the rules which he preſcribes; 


Actsxxvii. 
23. 


his gift s have been ſacrilegiouſly taken awa 
from the ſervice to which he allotted them. 
Have not your ways been in all this une- 
qual? and can you own it without bluſh- 
ings, and renting your very hearts? Our 
unuſefulneſs ought not to be lightly eſteem- 
ed by us, when its ſo full of treachery, in- 
gratitude, and injuſtice towards the Lord 
our God. Paul knew ſervice went with 
God's title; That God whoſe J am, and 
whom T ſerve. 

. You ſhould be aſhamed and grie- 
ved for your unutctulneſs, becauſe it hath 
been very injurious to all perſons whom 
you have neglected to be profitable to. 
They have a joint charge of wrong a- 
gainſt you, in that you have defrauded 
them of what was theirs in right, though 
you detained it. We are debtors to as 
many as God hath appointed us to be uſe- 
ful to, Rom. i. 14. God directed to them, by 
you, whatever help or benefit he requires 

ou to confer on them, and therefore you 
have acted the part of a fraudulent meſten- 
ger in diiowning their claim, and with- 
holding what's their due. 

Tu L church of God may complain, 
"This was he who owed me great ſervice, 
but he never render'd it to me in my mi- 
aiſters, or my members ; he did NC 

| or 
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for my defence, enlargement, or improve- op RM. 


ment. 


YouR country may exclaim, This man EY 


enjoyed my defence, plenty, and conveni- 
encies, and was capable, by his prayers, 
votes, purſe and gifts, to have contributed 
to my welfare; but he hath wickedly ſought 
himſelf, and ſerved himſelf of me, but I 
am no way benefited by him in my refor- 
mation, ſafety, or liberty, &c. 

YouR families have a right to godly 
education, as well as other benefits ; but 
they do teſtify againſt you as injurious, in 
not inſtructing, perſuading, and ſtriving 
with them, to reſcue them from the power 
of the devil, and to become devoted to 
the Lord. 

Tu E foors cries go up to heaven againſt 
you, for keeping back their portion of 
your ſubſtance, and denying that advice 
and help whereby you might have made 
them uſeful and comfortable. Such juſt 
complaints may well touch their hearts 
againſt whom they are directed; perhaps 
you would hate to defraud any man 1n 
what the laws of the land declare unjuſt ; 
but is not the law of nature, and the po- 
fitive laws of God, as ſufficient to deter- 
mine what's juſt or unjuſt, as human laws 
can be? And theſe do accuſe you to be in- 
Jurious to men 1n your wilful unprofitable- 
neſs. | 
Bur 
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Bo r beſides all this, it may be many are 
exclaiming againſt you among the damned 


already, as acceſſary to their miſeries, by 


your neglects, as well as otherwiſe. They 
are dead in their fin for want of thy re- 
proof, and thy flackneſs in pulling them 
out as brands out of the burnings. If our 
hearts have any tenderneſs under a ſenſe of 
ſo many and manifeſt injuries, we muſt 
feel this wickedneſs much embittered to 
us, 

5. You ſhould bluſh at, and bewail 
your unuſefulneſs as it is a great hurt to 
yourſelves. 

UNPROFITABLE perſons govern them- 
ſelves by a great miſtake, in that they fall 
into miſchief the way they think to eſcape 
it; to avoid ſelf-hurt, they refrain being 
uſeful to others, but you'll find that there- 
by you incur a far greater damage. For 
tear of loſs, you keep from others what 
you ought to have laid out for their relief, 
and you think its ſo much ſaved for your 
own benefit ; but God will fo order mat- 
ters, that all ſuch riches were kept to your 
own burt. Whenever power is miſapplied, 
or not exerted for common benefit, that's 


iii. the time wherein a man ruleth over another 


to his own burt. 

FoLLy, when detected, is cauſe of 
ſhame ; miſchief, when perceived, forceth 
ſorrow in him on whom it falleth. It is 


your blindneſs and infidelity, that you 8 
n 
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find not, in your great unuſefulneſs, the 8ERM. 
plaineſt evidence of both; but what un- V. 
belief will not now diſcern, experience 
ſhortly will force the ſecureſt of you to 
acknowledge, and that to the filling of you 
with ſhame and grief. Oh that you would Deut. 
confider your latter end; that you would . 29- 
confider what this (ſelfiſh barren) courſe 
will come to, what it will end in. I can 
by good warrant aſſure you, it will not be 
either ſo comfortable, nor gainful, as to 
juſtify your neglects. You, perhaps, will 
fay, With what I fave by not relieving the 
poor, or promoting any good defign, I ſhall 
get an inheritance the more haſtily by fo 
much. Is it ſo? Take God's word for an 
anſwer, But the end thereof ſhall not be bleſ- Prov. xx. 
ſed. Write that as a prophecy upon what- ** 
ever of your eſtates God hath forbidden 
you to lay up, by his call to lay it out. The 
fame is applicable to all that ſtrength, ſafety, 
credit, or intereſt, you think you ſecure, 
by neglecting to ſerve your generation; 
the end thereof” ſhall not be bleſſed. 

To evidence this, and thereby further 
convince you that unuſefulneſs yields reaſon 
of ſhame and ſorrow ; of ſhame, by your 
folly in it ; of ſorrow, by the miſchief of 
it. Conſider, | 

(.) You can keep nothing with a bleſſing, 
which you have gotten or ſaved by unuſe- 
fulneſs. Very often God even diſappoints 
men of getting what they propoſe to get, 
* 
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SERM. by their unfaithfulneſs to him, and unuſe- 
V. fulneſs to others; with Balaam they mils 
of what they ſo greedily defire, and ſome 


Acte v. 


way or other God ſignally defeats them in 
the danger they thought to prevent, and 
the benefit they expected; ſo that they are 


forced to ſay, even at preſent, I have nei- 


ther faved, 'nor gotten any thing, by refu- 
ſing to ſerve my generation ; I am as poor 
as if I had laid out for God what I cove- 


touſly with-held, Prov. xi. 24. I am as 


much reproached, and as little eſteemed, 
by theſe men, for fear of whoſe tongues, 
or diſlike, I betrayed the truth, as if I had 
faithfully adhered to it. 

Bur upon ſuppoſition you have made 
ſome preſent advantage, yet you may not 
lang keep it, God may ſoon blaſt it to the 
— of others. Judas ſoon parted with 
the ſilver he got by betraying Chriſt, Mat. 
xxvii. 34. Some have been burnt in their 
houſe, by God's hand, who refuſe to burn 
for the truth's fake. Ananias ſoon loſt 
the uſe of what he reſerved from publick 
ſervice, and his life to the bargain. Oh! how 
many remarkable inſtances ate upon record, 
of the ruined families of ſuch as acquired 


eſtates by unfaithfulneſs to God, and un- 


charitableneſs to men? Their children could 
not keep what their parents perfidiouſly 
heaped: Nay, examples are very many, 
of thoſe that did not keep, for their own 

time, 
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time, the wealth or reputation which they SE RM. 
ſecured at the price of a common harm, V. 
but became beggarly and infamous. — in 

Gop hath made many mens parts to 
wither, and their health to decay, whoſe 
loth made their gifts and ſtrength unuſeful 
to the publick. Such a method God took 
with 1/rael, when they diſregarded God's 
houſe, and over-regarded their own : Te Hag. i. 4, 
hooked for much, and it came to little; and 9. 
when ye brought it home, I did blow upon it. 
Why, faith the Lord of hoſts; Becauſe of 
mine houſe that lies waſte, and ye run every 
man into his own houſe. What advantage 
they got was ſmall, and that ſoon turned to 
no account, becauſe of God's blaſt; it was 
preſently reduced to nothing. 

Bou i ſuppoſing God, for wiſe ends, ſuf- 
fer you to keep what you have gotten or 
faved, yet I am ſure you cannot keep it with 
a bleſſing. If you are ungodly, it is your 
ſnare, which is the worſt of curſes: If you 
have ſerious ſpirits, you muſt uneaſily enjoy 
it, and uſe it with bitter reflections, as what 
you hold not with God's good-will. Tis 
a deſecrated accurſed thing, that hazard- 
eth and curſeth the reſt, which without 
this, might have been poſſeſs'd comforta- 
bly and ſafely; yea, and have been em- 
ployed to bleſled uſes: whereas now God 
diſdains to accept, or ſucceed the reſidue 
to his ſervice, but he embittereth it to your 


diſquiet, 


1 
% 


— 
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| SeRM. diſquiet, as well as emptieth it to your 
| V. diſſatisfaction. 

1 (..) You ſhall be great % rs by your 

unuſefulneſs, notwithſtanding all yeu can 

get or ſave thereby. 

No profit, by deceitfulneſs towards God, 
will countervail the loſs you will ſuſtain. 
Bethink you whether you have not loft al- 
ready more than that amounts to: Do you 
enjoy that peace you once had ? Have you 
that free acceſs into his preſence as ſome- 
times you found? Doth he afford you that 
communion with himſelf, and tokens of 
his favour, in which you were accuſtomed 
to reliſh the higheſt delight? Have you 
not leſs compoſure and fixedneſs of heart, 
when dangers threaten you ? Do you ex- 

the ſame returns of prayer, or uſe 
you to meet with them as formerly? Are 
not you more left to yourſelves in duties 
and temptations too? Have you not leſs 
ſupports when afflictions befal you? Have 
not your graces abated in their ſtrength 
and exerciſe? Have not you leſs of God 
in every ordinance, and leſs ſucceſs in your 
performances? In ſuch things thou doſt 

Prov. more than vomit up the morſel thou haſt 

xxill. 8. eaten, and loſe thy ſweet words. 

Bor if thy groſs neglects be impeni- 
tently perſiſted in, thy loſſes will be far 
greater, not only in further degrees of 
what's above-mentioned, but thou ſhalt 


loſe all the good thou haſt ſeemed to do. 
| 5 | Jobn 
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Jobn ii. 8. All ſhall be taken from tnee SR RM.. 
which thou appeareth to have, yea, or V. 
really haſt, Mat. xxv. 28, 29. Thou ſhalt Www 
loſe all thy hopes, however great or confi- 
dent; thou ſhalt loſe that /;fe which thou 
did fo over-fondly love, John xii. 25. thou 
ſhalt loſe thy own ſoul, which the gain of 
the whole world cannot recompence, Luke 
ix. 24. You ſhall not find the good pro- 
miſed to the merciful and righteous, which 
is no leſs than life, righteouſneſs, and ho- Prov. xxi. 
nour. You ſhall forfeit all the higher de- 2 
grees of glory promiſed to the eminently 
uſeful ; yea, and the leſſer degrees promi- 
ſed to the faithfully uſeful, tho' not fo 
eminent. You ſhall neither be ruler of 
ten Cities, nor of five ; no entrance into the Luke xix. 
joy of your Lord ſhall be admitted you. Matr. . 
The rivers of God's pleaſure you ſhall 
never taſte ; that beatifick viſion you ſhall 
never experience ; the crown of glory you 
ſhall not wear; for theſe God hath con- 
fined to the faithful labourer. Can you 
that never attempted, or ſoon fainted in 
ſerving God in your generation, hope to 
reap as they who fainted not in well-doing? Gal. vi. g. 
Shall you who laid up nothing in ſtore, no Luke xii. 
treaſure in heaven, expect to be rich there, 33. 
as they who did? Its in vain, and foreſt | . 
diſappointment will attend it: For the ut- * 
terly unfruitful will have no intereſt in any 
of that glory ; the leſs uſeful will miſs of 
the higher degrees of it, O compute your 

gain 
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SER 1. gain and loſs! and what idiot could have 
V. made a weaker choice, or taken a more 
Lov foolith courſe than you have done? Folly 
will put you to the bluſh, to fee how 
vainly you refuſed to be rich towards God 
by publick ſervice, that you might get a 
treaſure tor yourſelf by your layings up, in 
a neglect of common uſefulneſs, Luke xii, 
18, 19, 21. He was branded as a fool in 
beſtowing all his goods in his barns, and 
laying out nothing that he might be rich 
towards God : And ſo will all be marked 

who imitate him. 

(3.) You ſhall endure great puniſhments 
for your unuſefulneſs. 

BesIDEs a privation of good, God will 
ſenſibly imbitter this ſin : He often doth 
teſtify againſt it in the poſterity of the un- 

Prov. xi. profitable, who, by being fo, trouble their 
29. own houſe, There are many curſes lying 
on the head of ſuch as with-hold relief from 

the poor, aſſiſt not in a common danger, 

and contribute not to publick good when 
capacitated for it, Prov. xi. 26. Judg. v. 

23. all which you ſtand expoſed to by 

your unuſeſulneſs. Have not you already 

met with ſome remembrances, that God 
diſlikes your ſelfiſh ways and narrow ſpirits? 

Hath not he emptied your mercies, em- 
bittered your comforts, filled your ſouls 
with terrors, and encounter'd you with a 
frowning countenance? Hath not he let 

fatan looſe upon you or yours ? 


Bur 


a publick Spirit. 
Bur theſe are but the beginnings of ſor- 


rows, and preſages of greater woes, unleſs 


& > wþ 


SERM. 
. 


you repent; he will cut thee down as 2 


barren fig-tree, for thy great leaves without 


fruit, for thy cumbring the ground where 
thou mighteſt be uſeful, Luke xiii, 5, 6. 


How full of terrors will death preſent it- 


ſelf, when God will force thy conſcience 


to reflect on thy many neglects, with a 
clear view of the hateful cauſes of them, 
and the miſerable effects thereof? With 


anguiſh thou wilt then bem6an thyſelf, and 


vainly wiſh for' the paſt opportunities of 
ſervice,. and that thou hadſt a heart to have 
improved them better. Ts. 
DEaTH, thus full of ſtings, will lodge 
thee in the unſeen ſtate ; but, alas! how 


unprovided and ill-prepared ? The face of 


thy judge -will be terrible, when he ſhall 


demand an account of thy ſtewardſhip, and Luk.xvi.2; 


reckon with thee about his #alents, and 
thy occupation of them, Mat. xxv. 19. It 


will be in vain to deny or diminiſh- 


your truſt; and what anſwer can you 
find that can ſatisfy him, or pleaſe your- 
ſelves? If you hope his merits may be 
pleadable by you ; he'll anſwer, they are 
not applied but according to my promiſes. 
You may as well expect they ſhall be im- 
puted without faith, as to a dead faith; a 
faith that did not invigorate to holy fruit- 
fulneſs and fidelity in my ſervice, was a 
dead faith, and ſo no faith in goſpel eſti- 


* mate, 
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mate, and therefore cannot ſave, Fames ii, 
14, 20. | 


WY @ To plead your idleneſs, fear or cove- 


touſneſs, will be to proclaim the provok- 


ing cauſes of your approaching ruin, What 
A. 


Mat. xxv. 


Mat. xxv, 


30. 


eart- cutting charge will you find drawn 
againft you, with a ſentence purſuant 
thereto : Thou wert aſhamed of me be- 
fore men, now I am aſhamed of thee before 
my father, Mark viii. 38, Thou didſt de- 
ny me in the other world, now I deny 
thee in this world, Mat. x. 33. When I 
was an hungry, thou didſt not feed me; when 
I was in priſon, thou didft not viſit me: 
— therefore from — thou curſed, into 
everlaſting fire, prepared for the devil and 
his angels, leu, a 2 my talent, 
(yea talents) therefore ceft this unprofitable 
ſervant into outer darkneſs ; there ſhall be 
weeping and gnaſhing of teeth, What mind 
can conceive the miſery included in a con- 
dition made up of all the woes theſe ſe- 
veral expreſſions. import? Were they be- 
lieved thoroughly, what we may now con- 
ceive of them, would overwhelm a man 
that but ſeems in danger of enduring this 
miſery ; and being that theſe ſeveral pla- 
ces deſcribe the ſentence pronounced a- 
inſt the unprofitable, who have neg- 
ected a common good (as well as their 
own ſouls) and betrayed the publick inte- 
reſts of Chriſt in their day, it follows 
that whatcyer in each place e 
ir 
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their miſery, muſt be put together to give SERM. 
us a juſt account thereof. Can your heart V. 
endure but the ſuppoſing yourſelf the per 


fon whom Chriſt ſingleth out in the view of 
angels and men, and thus f. to from 
his tribunal, Thou ſelfiſh, falſe, and uſe- 
leſs wretch, ſo vile, that without reproach 
to my perfections, to my holy word and 
glory, I can ſhew no favour to thee (which 
is Chriſt's being aſbamed of him) I do 
here reject all thy pretenſions to my image, 
merits, covenant and ſervice; and do de- 
clare thou art no living member, follower, 
ſervant or witneſs of mine, nor is my ho- 
nour, truth or fulneſs concerned at all in 
thy being BaPpy (which is Chriſt's deny- 
ing him.) ou art now fallen into my 
hands, * the time of my vengeance is 
come: I pronounce thee guilty of perfi- 
douſneſs to my name and intereſts, and 
3 to others and thyſelf, in not 
tly employing my talents for common 
— as well as thine own, For this I 
now effectually and irrevocably adjudge 
thee to the Jo/5 of all felicity, glory, grace 
and joy, which my preſence doth ford, 
and this without any future hopes from 
any further ſtrivings with thee, or offers 
to thee ; and be thou now ſealed and /e- 
farated to the height of miſery (that is, 
depart from me, you jp a np 

ts nature and degree ſo greaf, as t's 
bited to torment thoſe capital enemies of 
EM | mine, 


340 The Excellency of 
SERM: mine, re devil and his angels, who ſhall 
V. be thy companions, becauſe they were thy 
uulers; % painful to thy body as the 
hotteſt fire, and not leſs to thy ſoul, elſe it 
were not fitted to torment the devils, who 
are fpirits ; ſo full of horror as darkneſs 
is, yea a darkneſs as remote and free from 
light as can be, (that is, outer darkneſs) 
and all fo reſented, felt, and affiiftive, as 
to cauſe the extremeſt ſorrow, anguiſh and 
fretting againſt God, thy companions and 
thyſelf (there ſhall be weeping and gnaſb- 
ing of teeth.) And as for duration; its 
everlaſting fire, its for ever that this ſen- 

tence ſhall take hold of, and be executed 

upon thee; which is confirmed by ano- 

ther place that declareth the continuance 

of the miſery of unuſeful men, under the 
emblem of chaff, as oppoſed to uſeful 

Luke iii. heat; the chaff he will burn with un- 
17. quenchable fire; which is the ſame with 
Mark ix. thoſe words, their worm dieth not, and their 
46. fire is not quenched, There's no hopes of an 
alteration of their eſtate, unleſs words can- 

not expreſs the eternity of hell-torments ; 

yea, unlefs ſinners may be reclaimed when 
expelled from all the gracious influences of 
the divine preſence (implied in depart from 
me.) Yea, unleſs there be a more valuable 
facrifice for ſinners, than the ſon of God 
was; for this will not relieve them, Heo. 
ix. 26. Yea, if there be not an adminiſ- 
tration for reducing ſinners, after, and 


fitter 
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fitter than the kingdom of Chriſt; for this SE RM. 
will be delivered up, when his ſentence paſ= V. 
ſeth the firſt time on ſinners found then ov 
ſolemnly upon the departed and liv- 
ing, and executed upon devils, who till 
then are priſoners, 1 Cor. xv. 23, 24, 20, 

28. 2 Pet. ii. 4. compared with Mat. viii. 
29. Ought not you to tremble at this 
roſpect of eternal miſery ? Yet if you are 
theſe unfaithful and unprofitable ſinners 
during life, you will be thus found guilty 
and ſentenced when you die. Conſider 
again and again what thou muſt hear, 
feel and endure, for · thy unprofitableneſs; 
add this to the great things thou loſeſt by 
it, and alſo that what now thou ſeemeſt 
to get or ſave through unuſefulneſs, can- 
not at preſent be kept with' a bleſſing; 
when thou haſt done thus in a ſerious 
manner, I will appeal to thyſelf, whether 
thy folly is not groſs enough to make thee 
aſhamed, and thy miſery great enough to 
fill thee with terror, that unuſefulneſs in 
thy age hath been allowed by thee? Yea, 
I dare give you leave to put all the loſs, 
charge, labour and danger of publick ſer- 
vice, with all the eaſe, ſafety, and benefit 
of unſerviceableneſs; and ſet them all a- 
gainſt the fore- mentioned miſchiefs which 
attend the unprofitable; and if thou be- 
lieveſt the certainty. of theſe, be then af. 
fected at thy barrenneſs, as the cauſe ap- 
pears to thyſelf; nay, were there but a 
ut pn pro- 
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SERM. probability, nay, but a poſſibility that theſe 
V. fruits -of unprofitableneſs were true, it 
T were ſufficient to make thee aſhamed and 


grieved for it. 

Obj. Tuo I muſt agree that its folly 
to become liable to theſe miſchiefs, yet are 
all who are unuſeful ſubject to endure 
them? For if fo, who ſhall eſcape? Sup- 
poſing a capacity to ſervice z I ſhall 
briefly anſwer. | 

Anſio. THERE is, 1. A degree of unuſe- 
fulneſs, which through weakneſs and temp- 
tation may oft befal a godly man, which 
indeed ſhall not bring eternal miſery upon 
him; tho God uſually teſtifies his diſplea- 
ſure againſt it in this life. 

2. THERE .1is an unuſcfulneſs which 
will infallibly bring eternal miſery upon 
whoever is guilty of it. If it be not ſo, 
you muſt queſtion the- plaineft diſcoveries 
of the goſpel of truth. 

Object. 2. How ſhall I know the kind 
and degree of that unuſefulneſs that will 
certainly bring eternal miſery, from that 
which a godly man may be guilty of thro 
weakneſs and temptation ? | 

Anſev. A full anſwer to this and the o- 
ther objections may be gathered from what 
is largely inſiſted on in the former heads. 
But becauſe ſome may not ſo eaſily apply 
that io fuch particular cafes ; I ſhall there- 
fore give you theſe ſhort hints. : 

- (3.) Tux uſefulneſs of any good _ 
u 
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ſuch as doth conſiſt with an anfeigned Ser. 
dedication, and habitual devotedneſs of V. 
himſelf and all he hath to God in Chriſt, ww 


and this perſevered in. He is no believer 


or good chriſtian; that is not thus devoted 


to God; and ſuch unuſefulneſs as is con- 
fiſtent with this, is not a mark of hell. 
But that unuſefulneſs which is not con- 
fiſtent with unfeigned dedication, and ha- 
bitual devotednefs, to God in Chriſt, is an 
infallible mark of eternal miſery, if per- 
fiſted in. 

(2.) Hx that ſhall eſcape eternal miſery, 
is not unuſeful in the prevailing ſcope of 
his life ; but every ſon of perdition is ſo ; 
the courſe of his life is unprofitable, and 
thence he is denominated unfruitful in 
his beſt ſtate; the ſtated bent of his. ſoul 
is to do more hurt than good. 

(3.) W Ar good he doth who ſhall eſ- 
cape hell, he uſually doth it in aprigbi- 
neſs, from love and obedience to God, 
with a believing reſpe& to God in Chriſt ; 
but the child of wrath, in whatever ſeem- 
ing good he doth, hath a greater regard 
to carnal conſiderations, and acteth not from 
faith, love, and obediential regard to God. 

(4.) Tx good man repents of, and be- 
wails his unuſefulneſs, when convinced of 
it, and heartily defires to know wherein 
he is culpably unuſeful, that he may re- 
form, as well as by faith in Chriſt ſue 
out his pardon upon repenting of it. But 

Y 4 the 
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the ungodly is hardened in his unuſcfulneſ;, 


unwilling to know it, ſet againſt reform- 


ing, if not inſenſible of his need of pardon, 


Mat. vi. 
19. 


yea oft juſtifies himſelf in his ſelfiſh un- 
profitable courſe, |. 

(5.) Tas true chriſtian is truly glad and 
thankful when God doth moſt incline 
and inlarge his heart to overcome his ſel- 
fiſhneſs, and to act in the moſt uſeful ſer- 
viceable manner, tho' no carnal reſpects 
of his own be ſerved thereby ; yea, tho' 
loſs, reproach, and ſuffering attend it, fo 
God be but. honoured, and a common good 
ſubſerved. But the carnal man, if he hath 
been over- ruled to any thing which proves 
uſeful, yet if his own credit or worldly be- 
nefit be not advantaged, and much more if 
he comes to ſuffer by it; he is gricved, 
and repenteth of what he hath done, what- 
ever honour God receives, or benefit others 
get thereby. By theſe things you wy 
know whether you are ſuch unuſeful 
ſons as ſhall be pardoned and faved, or 
ſuch unuſeful perſons as ſhall endure eter- 
nal miſery, if you perſiſt in this ſtate. 
| Obyec. 3. Bur tho” I continue unuſe- 
ful in that manner, as the word of God 
declareth eternal miſery will follow upon 


it; yet I ſhall be fafe if I believe in 


Chriſt for the pardon of it, and that, I'll 
do, and yet not reform my courſe. 

- Anſ. Deceive not thyſelf with vain 
8 what thou feweſt, that thou ſhalt 
reap. 
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reap. And be it known to thee, that no SE RNM. 
faith in Chriſt will be available to thy V. 
pardon, which is not efefual to turn 
thee from that unuſefulneſs, and which 
doth not include in it a dedication and 
prevailing habitual devotedneſs of 7hy/elf to 
Chriſt, and his ſervice in a common good. q 
A living faith worketh by love, and a dead i 
faith will never juſtify ; yea, itſelf is'con- 
demned as a falſe faith, if it want good Gal. v.6. 
works, when opportunity for them is af- 
forded. And that man muſt impoſe upon 
himſelf, who can imagine that the faith 
which is neceſſary to pardon, muſt work 
by Jove, and yet not work in love towards 
our -neighbours at all ; but if you grant 
it muſt work in love towards our neigh- 
bour, I aſk, muſt it not work towards all 
that are deſigned by the word neighbour, 
whom we are to love? If fo, it includes 
all men whatever within the reach of m 
ability to do good to ; and if it be by love 
to all them that it will work, it muſt ex- 
preſs itſelf in thoſe works that inſtance 
the ſincerity of our love to them for their 
benefit; and ſo true faith will work towards 
all as far as love is due to them, and do 
all that fincere love to them will prompt 
to, which is no leſs than ſerving our ge- 
neration, or that publick uſefulneſs which 
you neglect. Can the tempter ſtill delude 
you to think, that you will have a par- 
don of your unuſefulneſs, by ſuch 
; fal 


The Excellency of 


Sana. faith as doth not make you reſolve to be 

V. uſeful? Yea, or doth not effectually pro- 
WY V duce this uſefulneſs as you are called 
thereto ? Alas! you contradict, wad 2 nullify 


a juſtifying faith, when y I wi 
not reform my uſeleſs life id yer will 
believe in Chri for a pardon of it ; the 
Engliſh of which is, I will believe in Chriſt 
for pardon with ſuch a faith as Chriſt never 
promiſed pardon 1 and 5 which he 
will never 3 , Inſtead of 
mitigating y folly i in — unufeful, doth 
greatly augment and proclaim it ; it ſets 
thee no ſafer from endleſs miſery, but by 
encouraging thee in the courſe that cer- 
tainly leads to it ; it makes thy enduring 
that miſery the ſurer. 


8 K c 1. V. 


2 Exh. REsoLve henceforward to be 
uſeful in your generation ; 'yea, eminently 
uſeful, if capable thereof. 

AlL I have hitherto infiſted on tends to 
this, that you may reſolve at laſt to engage 
in this work. For this end, I have explained 
this duty, and commended the performance 
thereof; for this I have faid ſo much, 
to diſcover the neglects of it, and to con- 
vince of the folly and danger of thoſe 
neglects: All which will be loſt, if you 
go hence unreſolved to be publick bleflings 
in your day. 


WHAT 
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Wu avail all arguments, if they in- SR RN. 
cline not our backward hearts to uſeful- V. 
neſs? They will do no more than diſcover ww 
our obſtinateneſs, and aggravate our con- 
demnation ; but in hope of a better ef- 
fect, I ſhall addrefs myſelf to each of 

ou. 

: THE more remiſs you have been hither- 
to, the more incumbent on you it is, now 
to engage your ſouls in this work ; from 
this time, do what you can to ſerve the will 
of God in your generation; deviſe great If. xxxi. 
and liberal things. Let nothing ſet bounds 8. 
to your uſefulneſs, but a natural or moral 
incapacity ; i. e. ſomewhat impoſſible, or 
ſomething unlawful, What's impoſſible 
God requires not; and to do, or Heat Job. xiii. 
wickedly, or deceitfully for God, he will not7- 
accept, But what's lawful, and within 
your power, omit not ; the greater it is, 
the more will God be honoured, others 
benefited, and thy own divine temper ex- 
preſſed. 
Bx pleaſed with the largeſt opportuni- 
ties of fervice, and faithfully anſwer each; 
trifle not, but be in earneſt ; move not 
ſlowly, but run the ways of God's command. Pr. cr 
ments, as one whoſe heart is enlarged by him. 
Beat not the arr, as if uncertain of the 
nature or tendency of thy work ; its for 
God, it will end in glory, x Cor. ix. 26. 
Let us each in our places fay, with Ne- 
bemiab, cap. ui, 20. The Lord will proſper 


us, 
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SERM, us, therefore we, bis ſervants, will "A and 


build. 


wo  Tuar I may. more uſefully urge this 


general exhortation, I ſhall direct it accord- 
ing to ſome different circumſtances, which 
you may be in, and anſwerably direct and 
plead with you. 

1. To ſuch as are ſtill unwilling to ſerve 
their generation. 

E1THER you are convinced that this 
is your duty, or you are not; if you are 
perſuaded its your duty, what peace or 
hope can you poſſeſs whilſt you live in 
the neglect of it ? If you think it is not 
your duty, what ſenſe can you. put upon 
ſo many plain ſcriptures that command it ? 
That promiſe ſuch rewards to, and aſſiſ- 
tances in it? That threaten ſuch ſore mi- 
ſeries to the neglecters of it? That fo ap- 
prove of, and praiſe the practice and prac- 
tiſers of it ; and brand the name of ſuch 
as accurſed, who refuſed to do fo? It 
theſe things ſuffice not to prove a duty, 
nothing can; and I am ſure, God hath 
not excepted your names from the obli- 
gation to obey it any more than others, 
But whether convinced that this is your 
duty, or unconvinced, pray conſider, as 
you are men, you are not born. for your- 
ſelves, but for your country too: Nature 
dictates this, heathens aſſert it, your own 
hearts commend it in others, and diſap- 


prove the contrary ; yea, many brutes re- 
proach 
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proach you, when they'll hazard them- Sx xa. 1 
ſelves to defend their young, and ſecure V. | 
each other againſt a common enemy or 
miſchief. 
As you are men created by the living 
God, you are accountable to him ; you 
ought to anſwer the ends for which he 
made you, which were to ſerve his pur- 
poſes, and bring him glory. He was too 
wiſe and holy to make you lawleſs as to 
himſelf, or to the community of which you 
are members; ; Nor is he ſo remiſs a go- 
vernor, as not ſeverely to animadvert on 
offences ſo publickly miſchievous. 
As you are called cłriſtians bethink 
yourſelves, the Lord Jeſus redeemed you, 
that you might return to a ſtate of ſub- 
jection and ſervice, and under that law 
you are to him, Rom. xiv. 9. Its no ſmall 
mercy that he calls you to this, conſider- 
ing you were condemned rebels, and that 
he is ready to accept it, and afſiſt you in 
it. What ingratitude is it to live to your 
ſelves, and not to him who. paid fo dear 
for your ranſom ? 1 Cor. vi. 20. 
FURTHER, conſider the before-deſcrib- 
ed miſeries, which you wilfully chooſe, 
and the glorious bleſſings you certainly 
forfeit by your unprofitableneſs; herein 
you are cruel to yourſelves, when you 
fondly think it is ſelf- indulgence; you de- 
8 yourſelyes, and yet weakly pretend 
: "advantage, Reflections upon your 


madneſs 
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S ERM. madneſs herein will be a great part of 


your torment. 


wv Praxnars you have not thought what 


you expect from others, tho' they muſt be 
unobliged to you, upon the ſame reaſons 
as you can give for your being free from 
the duty of uſefulneſs to them; to ſay 
nothing of what you expect from the 
bleſſed God, and what every moment you 
receive, tho' you ſo ill requite him. Did 
not you expect your parents care, the 
magiſtrates defence, your miniſters labours, 
your neighbours favour and help? How 
would you be dealt by, if you were in the 
caſe of the poor or diſtreſſed, and they in 
your's ? Would you think it well done in 
all, or any of theſe, to be as unconcerned, 
ſelfiſh, oppreſſive, cruel, or uſeleſs, as you 
reſolve to be to them, in whatever capa- 
city or relation you ſtand. Our Lord's 
rule was appraved by Pagans, tho' con- 
demned by you, Mat. vii. 12. What 
would become of the intereſt of Chriſt, 
the welfare of the nation, the good of ſo- 
cieties, religious or civil, if every man were 
as ſelfiſh and unconcerned for a common 
oo as you reſolve to be? All ſafety, 

ony, liberties, order, and comfort, 
would be expelled, and their contraries a- 
lone take place : But, if this ſtate of 
things be thy abhorrence, aſk thyſelf, why 
ſhould not all others be as ſelfiſh as I am, 
if it be juſtifiable in me? Or, why ſhould 


not 
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not I be as publick-ſpirited as they, if it SR RN. 


be praiſe-worthy and uſeful in them? Are 


you an ill magiſtrate, why ſhould any o- 


thers be better ? Are you an unfaithful 
miniſter, why ſhould any others be more 
faithful ? Are you careleſs of the common 
liberties of your country or city, why 
ſhould any other, in your ſtation be more 
concerned? Are you ſtrait-handed to the 
r, wherefore ſhould others of your e- 
ſtate be more liberal? Are you indifferent 
about the truth, intereſt and goſpel of 
Chriſt, why ſhould any other in your cir- 
cumſtances more expoſe themſelves ? You 
muſt conſent that all theſe may as juſtly 
excuſe themſelves from benefiting others 
as you can; or elſe you are moſt baſely 
ſpirited, to think others ſhould ſerve a com- 
mon good that you may ſhare therein ; 
but that you mall be excepted from con- 
tributing to that ſervice, that fo you may 
purſye your own private "intereſt the 
more. 
Directions. Wxion theſe things often, 
and deliberately judge of thy reſolves not 
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to ſerve thy generation. Go and humble 


thyſelf before God, and earneſtly pray to 


him, in Chriſt's name, to change thy heart, 


ſubdue thy luſts, and give thee another 
you : Enter into * with in to 
eny thyſelf, to take wp thy croſs and fol- 
low hg From this time firmly engage 
in Chriſt's ſtrength, that thou wilt not 

| conſult 


= 

| 

| 
| 

| 

| 

| 
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SeRM. conſult thy fleſh in thy undertakings, but 
? V. keep thyſelf from under the influence of 
a narrow ſpirit, and baſe luſts, as being 
very ill adviſers in thy courſe of life, and 
as unfit diſpoſers of thy eſtate, gifts, or 
power. Set upon doing publick good pre- 
fently, tho it be with great reluctancy at 
firſt; the leſs good thou haſt hitherto 
done, now, attempt to do the more: And 
the later you begin, redeem the remainder 
of your days by the greater projects and 
more vigorous endeavours. Pray earneſtly, 
and attend goſpel means for ſincere love 
to God and man, and for a believing fight 
of inviſible things ; and keep your con- 
ſciences under a tender, lively ſenſe of God's 

authority, and the day of judgment. 
2. To ſuch as are unfeignedly willing 
to ſerve their generation, and account it a 
greater mercy than the greateſt eſtates ot 
abilities with a narrow ſoul, which thereby 
would be a- ſnare, Abhor a ſuggeſtion as 
if God dealt hardly by 'you, in making 
ſervice your duty, or inclining you to it; 
for, in the firſt, God's wiſdom and good- 
neſs in the government of this world ap- 
pears : In the laſt, he hath honoured 
and benefited you, in anointing you his 
inſtruments. Our Lord Jeſus was wont 
Act. xx. 35 to ſay, It is more bleſſed to give than to re- 
ceive. Which the apoſtle uſeth as a mo- 
tive to mens labouring, that they might 
ſupport the weak,. relieve the needy, — 
- 
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We imitate God as far as we ate benefi- SE RNM. 
cent, for he is the fountain whence all V. 
wants are ſupplied, tho' he is benefited -ww 
by none ; and yet, for our encouragement 
in doing good, he is pleaſed to account 
himſelf a borrower ; He that hath pity on prov. xix. 
the poor, lendeth to the Lord. Not that 17. 
you can give what is not his already, but 
that he is as ſure to repay, as if you lent 
it to him. 

Bur this head being too general to ad- 
mit ſo diftin& an application, as the ſe- | 
veral ſorts and conditions of ſuch who | 
are truly willing to ſerve their generation 
requires; I ſhall addreſs myſelf to them 
in theſe ſeveral inſtances, which diſtinguiſh 
their caſes, and give ſuitable directions. 

1. To ſuch as are capable of no very 
great ſervice to their generation ; as be- 
ing of ſmall eſtates, low parts, and the 
like. | 
SERVE you your generation as you can 
in your lower place: To which end, beg 
God's direction that you may not miſtake 
your place or work; nor be left to your 
ſelf in the meaneſt ſervice. Go not out of 
your own calling, for God will neither ac- 
cept nor bleſs encroachments on other 
mens work, nor your uſurpation of power 
of your own heads; no, nor at their 
pleaſure who are not authoriſed to give it. 

Do not preſumptuouſly attempt what is a- 1 Cor. vii. 
bove your ability; for that's not your * — | 
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and it may turn to publick detriment, 


V. Take care that you pretend not publick 


& IV uſefulneſs as a cover to an idle negle& of 


your callings, or pragmatical buſineſs in 
what belongs not to you : For this diſ- 
covers your corruption, and will end in 
hurt and ſcandal. Be ſure that what you 
give to good uſes be your own, and not 
what 1s another man's : For this is fraud 


and not charity ; and inſtead of being 


liberal, you will be unjuſt. And yet be 
conſcientiouſly ready and vigorous to do 
all the good you can; your leſſer ability 
muſt be as faithfully uſed as if it were 
greater; nor will your having no more, 
excuſe your unprofitableneſs with what 
you have. Inſtruct your family, tho' you 
are not preachers ; pray for, and be at- 
fected with the ſtate of the church of 
God -and the nation, if you can do no 
more; vote for good men into office; 
encourage faithful miniſters as you are able; 


give to what poor you can, and acquaint 


others with the caſe of ſuch you cannot 
relieve yourſelves. What little good you 
can do, let it be done chearfully, and from 
love. See that you uſe diligence, and a- 
void all waſte in your perſons and families, 
that you may be capable of doing the 
greater good. Be ſavoury in diſcourſe, ex- 
emplary in life, and ready to help thoſe 
who know leſs than yourſelves. And, laſt- 
ly, do not envy others, nor murmur that 
| you 
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you are in no higher ſtation than you are, SERM. 


for God knew what place of ſervice you 


were fitteſt for: if you be faithful in that, 


he will accept and reward it; and if fit, 
he will capacitate you for higher work. 
Nay, you may prove of far greater uſe in 
this ſtation, than you can now perceive : 
Who knows what ſucceſs God may give 
to thy advice, or other endeavours? To 
thy children, ſervants, &c. and how emi- 
nent they may prove? 

2. To ſuch as are capable of eminent 
. to their generation, and willing to 

keep a humble ſenſe of your unworthi- 
neſs that God ſhould make you able and 
willing to do him greater ſervice than 
others, and anſwerably praiſe him for it as 
the ſovereign beſtower both of ability and 
, willingneſs. Be watchful over your hearts, 
that your ends be upright in whatever ſer- 
vice you perform, and abhor an opinion 
of meriting from God by the moſt you 
do; in all which you have David for a 
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lively example: We thank thee, and bleſs 1 Chron. 


thy glorious name: But who am TI, an 
what is my people, that we ſhould be able to 
offer ſo willingly after this ſort ? For all 
things come of thee ; all this flore cometh 
of thine hand, and is all thine own, 1 
know alſo, my God, that thou trieft the 
heart, and haſt pleaſure i in uprightneſs, &c. 
Do not judge it enough that you per- 
form as great ſervices as others, when you 
Z 2 are 


xxix. 10 


217. 
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SERM. are Capable of, and called to more; nor 


let the leſs uſeful (however many) of your 


LY ſtation, preſcribe to you, for they will not 


juſtify your neglects. Let hot mere diffi- 
culty, danger, nor expence, cauſe you to 
conclude, yea, or to ſuſpect, you are not 
called to this or that eminent ſervice, for 
your call muſt be adjuſted by other rules 
(of which before). Where opportunity 
for great things offer, delay not, leſt that 
being loſt, it may not be recalled, or more 
hinderances intervene. Judge of unuſe- 
tulneſs and incumbent ſervice, by what 
your conſciences ſuggeſt in great dangers 
(as on a ſick- bed) and in the livelieſt frame 
by fulleſt communion with God (as af- 
ter the Lord's-ſupper, &c.) for theſe are 
ſeaſons to make the trueſt judgment in 
what concerneth eminent uſefulneſs. Ne- 
ver make your abilities or activeneſs ſerve 
a faction as diſtinguiſhed from, much leſs 
as oppoſed to a publick intereſt ; for here- 
by you act ſelfiſnly, and not as chriſtians, 
and will be more hurtful to the publick 
concernments of Chriſt, than if you did 
nothing at all; and be the more guarded 

ainſt this, becauſe the heads of factions 
will ſollicit ſuch as you, and ſatan will ſet 
in with your miſguided zeal, as knowing 
he can make no other uſe of you, now 
that you are honeſtly willing to be ſer— 
viceable. It you are perſons eminently 
uſeful, do not haſtily govern your activity 


by 
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by the opinion of others; if weak men S ERM. 
miſinterpret your well- adjuſted attempts, V. 
be you reſolved ; ſhould many good men 
blame you never ſo much for your per- 
| formance, adhere to, and ſtill purſue it 
| whilſt you have good ground to believe 

its the fitteſt means to prevent a publick 
miſchief, or produce a general benefit. The- 
reaſons of this direction are theſe ; the 
. opinion and cenſures of moſt men are 
very weak and miſguided; fatan hath ac- 
ceſs to the imagination of good men, and 
often employs ſuch to obſtruct great de- 
ſigns, Matt. xvi. 23, And men entirely 
devoted to God in the ſervice of their ge- 
- neration, after ſome time of faithfully ac- 
quitting themſelves therein, they ſtand 
more in God's ſecret, and by experience 
- are fitter to judge of publick good and 
c hurt than other good men be. 


e 0 


s WHATEVER offers as your preſent 
- work, do, not thinking leſſer things need- 
5 leſs, when you have not greater things at 
x preſent to undertake ; for you. know not 


d what great good a ſeemingly ſmal! endea- 
d vour may do (as advice to a child). This 


18 is your preſent work; the moſt of your 
et time is not filled with opportunities of 
8 very great ſervices, theſe leſſer attempts 
W being very frequent, as taking up ſo much 
r- of our time, will amount together to great 
ly ſervice, a very great part of our lives will 
ty 2 3 be 
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be unprofitably ſpent, if we neglect theſe 


lower endeavours, and moſt mens unuſe- 
fulneſs 1s greatly owing to a diſregard to 
theſe, But yet ſee the greateſt ſervices are 
ſtill preferred to leſſer when in competi- 
tion, Keep a jealous watch over your- 
ſelves, that no /ufts preſcribe your work, 
be admitted into it, or nouriſhed by it; 
to which end, ſee that you do nothing 
through firife or vain-glory, or for cove- 
tous ends. DeſþiJe not others who cannot 
equal your ſervice, or do need it; think 
not your great ſervices give you an allow- 
ance in any way of fin, or that they are a 
compenſation for it, or will be accepted in 
commutation for the oppoſite duties, &c, 
I give this direction, becauſe ſatan's wiles 
are deep, and his attempts on the emi- 
nently uſeful are many, various, and un- 
wearied; the remains of corruption are 
great in the beſt, luſts are deceitful, and 
ſignal ſervice is an apt occaſion to be im- 

proved. | 
Look to Chriſt for ſtrength and fer- 
your, for freſh anointings, and continual 
conduct, that you may omit nothing which 
God aſſigneth you to do in your generation, 
nor take up with any excuſe which he will 
not approve of when he comes to judge the 
ſecrets of all hearts; becauſe of ourſelves 
we can do nothing; by his ſtrength we can 
do all. We need new ſupplies in every 
new buſineſs, and the more as its impor- 
tance 
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tance is; and by dependance we ſhall and 8E RM. 
muſt receive it. V. 

3. To uſeful perſons under diſcourage SY DV 
ments in their ſervice. 

STILL perſiſt in your work; for the 
greater oppoſition you meet with in it, 
the more likely it is to be ſubſervient to 
Chriſt's preſent deſigns, and to produce 
the greater effects in a common good, fince 
fatan is ſo active to obſtruct thee : Gird up 1 Pet. i, 
the loins of your mind, and hope to the end. 13. 
Whatever is a plain duty, will bring with 
it ſufficient fitneſs, and not want ſucceſs 
in due time; no rightly directed labour in 
the work Chriſt hath upon the wheel will 
be loſt, tho' ſucceſs may be delayed, and 
the work ſeem dead for a ſeaſon, that ſo 
the world may be prepared to ſubmit to 
it, and Chriſt's victory may appear the 
greater, as it baffleth the confidence of 
ſatan and his inſtruments. When ready 
to faint, tell thy ſoul, I muſt not be weary 
in well-doing, for T ſhall reap if TI faint 
not. You have God as eminently con- 
cerned for you, and in you, as you can 
be engaged for him; his perfections will 
uphold you in all that which his autho- 
rity ſets you upon; and he allows you to 
place to his account the loſſes, reproaches, 
and hardſhips you-ſuſtain in his cauſe, nei- 
ther ſhall you loſe thereby, Mark x. 29, 30. 
Search leſt there be any /in unrepented of 
which interrupt his ſupporting comforts, 
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or that you have too much confided in your 
own abilities, or aſcribed the honour of 
paſt ſucceſſes or performances to your- 
ſelves. Pour out your complaints, and 
your apprehenſions of your own weak- 
neſs, before the Lord, who is full of pity 
and faithful, and whoſe ftrength is manifeſt 
in our weakneſs. Be much in the contem- 
plations of heaven; review your own ex- 


periences of ſeaſonable ſufficient ſupports, 


when your fears were as great as at pre- 
ſent, and attentively think its but a little 
while and my work is over: He that ſhall 
come, will come, and will not tarry ; and all 
the promiſes of perſeverance were made to 
ſouls in eminent ſervice by doing and ſut- 
fcring, which you may fafcly apply to 
yourſelves, expecting thoſe greater conſo- 
lations and ſupplies which God will not 
diſappoint you in. 

4. To uſeful perſons inclining to re- 
miſſneſs in the ſervice of their generation. 

Tx E greateſt part of this diſcourſe be- 
ing fo much directed to your caſe, I ſhall 
only adviſe you to renew your covenant 
with God in Chriſt. Reflect on your- 
ſelves, what you found when vigorouſly 
uſcful, and what you feel now in this de- 
clining frame: Enquire what forfeitures 


you have made of the. Spirit's quickening 


influences, or what luſt begins to invade 
your ſouls, or what carnal thing is ſetting 


up for an idol. Pray earneſtly for exciting 
grace, 
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grace, and be much in ſuch ſoliloquies as SE RM. 


theſe, Am not I a redeemed ſinner? and 


. 


all I neglect the intereſts of my Redeemer SV 


Shall I diſregard the end of my being, break 
my vows, be falſe to my truſt? Is it not in 
well-doing that I grow weary? Are my ta- 
lents leſs accountable. for than they were? 
or have I now more reaſon to think that 
my abilities were not given for publick 
uſe? Where ſhall I ſtop, if I recover not? 
What ſhall I be doing the reſidue of my 
time, if I ceaſe to be uſeful? What may 
I meet with to awaken me out of this 
flothful ſleep? Do others leſs need my 
help, or have I the leave of God to be 
remiſſer? Can I think Chriſt a worſe maſ- 
ter than before, or heaven leſs worthy of 
my pains? Dare I commend the unprofi- 
table part of mankind, that I am thus about 
to juſtify; or condemn the eminently uſe- 
ful, whom now I ſeem reſolved to cenſure? 
Muſt not I ſhortly, on a death-bed, reflect 
on what a barren life I am going to live, 
and the bleſſed courſes I put a ſtop too? 
Have I done more already than Chriſt de- 
ſerves at my hands, who died for me? or 
would I be content he ſhould now more 
remiſsly intercede in my behalf ? Plead 
ſuch things cloſely and frequently with your 
hearts, and force a deliberate anſwer, that 
all may iſſue in freſh reſolves to be more vi- 
gorous than ever, and in ſhame and grief 
that you could be inclinable to remiſſneſs in 
publick ſervice. I SHALL 
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SFRM. TI SHALL conclude the whole with 

V. three cautions, to all who are willing to 
cſeree their generation. 

I. EQUAL nothing with the publick 

which is ſhort thereof, eſpecially yourſelves. 

Let every thing have its due regard, and 

no more. Our eſteem of things ſhould 

be according to their value, and our con- 

cern is irregular, if diſſonant from our juſt 

Ex.xxxii. eſteem. Mſess words, I not, blot me out 

_ of thy bock ; and St. Paul's, For I could 

Rom.ix.3. 201ſÞ that myſelf were accurſed from Chrijt 

for my brethren, were not abſolute defires, 

but the regular indications of a publick 

ſpirit adjuſting things as compared to- 

gether : A common good is above a parti- 

cular, and the more common ſtill the 

more eſtimable. The very reaſon why 

divine worſhip 1s proper to God, 1s, be- 

cauſe he is author of all, above all, and 

infinitely more than the whole creation ; 

yea, and we cannot but moſt intend his 

glory in our undertakings, as our regards 

are moſt extenſive ; and make every thing 

a ſelfiſh idol, as we poſtpone what's more 

publick to it. Nevertheleſs, the true or- 

der is generally inverted : Moſt men do 

not account a miſchief or benefit to be 

greater or leſs, as they affect the publick, 

but as they affect themſelves; we begin 

and end at the wrong point, and erect a 

falſe ſtandard when our main concern is, 

how will ſuch publick affairs profit or 

damage 
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damage firſt, my own perſon, then my SERNM. 
own family, then my own party, then my V. 
own nation (if at all it will reach ſo far.) 
Be warned againſt this prepoſterous courſe; 
look at yourſelves but as ſmall parts of 
the whole, and to fignify no more than 
as the publick is advantaged by you. Ac- 
knowledge the intereſt all have in you 
according to their true order, and your ca- 
pacity, and obligation to be ſerviceable to 
each. Be uniform in your courſe, and 
let God in a common good (as ſuch) be 
your governing end. Fill up each place 
and relation you ſtand in; let each have a 
due regard, and no more: Your own fa- 
milies, the particular church you belong 
to, and the Catholick church above that ; 
alſo your own city and nation, and the 
world; let all theſe have their due, and 
this in juſt order and proportion, not ex- 
cluſively of each other. Your prayers 
muſt reach the world, your mental com- 
munion the - catholick - church, occaſional 
communion mult extend to other churches, 
beſides that wherein you are ſtated mem 
bers, (tho' in- many things they differ from 
you.) In ſhort, confine not your care, 
eſtate, or advice, below, or otherwiſe than 
that mind will dictate, which accounts 
the body more valuable than a member, 
and a common good than a particular. 

If you are miniſters, abhor a — 
. | t 
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that your. office obligeth you to mind 
no more fouls than your own flocks. 

2. NEGLECT not yourſelves whilſt you 
mind the publick. 

Do not diſregard your own ſoul, no 
nor body neither; keep the laſt in a fitneſs 
for ſervice, and be ever watchful that the 
firſt be in a meetneſs for glory, -and im- 
proving for it: Work out your own ſalva- 
tron with fear and trembling. Receive 

ourſelves the Chriſt and mercy you offer 
to others ; look not ſo abroad, as to forget 
you have a home; yea, labour to affect 
and profit your own ſouls, by all your 
endeavours to profit others ; to walk in 
the light you give, and to grow in grace 
by doing all the good you can. If you 
are miniſters, oft think of, I Zeep under 
my body, and bring it into ſubjection, leſt 
that by any means, when I have preached 
to others, I myſelf. ſhould be a caſt-away. 

3. DISREGARD not the firſt or leaſt 
declinings, in thoſe graces that are the 
ſprings of publick ſervice; but be intent 
to get their vigorous exerciſe reſtored as 
ſoon as you perceive abatement. 

Very imperfect actings will follow de- 
caying graces, and ſtrengthening the laſt 1s 
the way to perfect the firſt, Rev. iii. 2. As 
Epheſus decayed in her firſt love, ſhe a- 
bated her firſt works, which were labours 
and ſufferings for publick uſe, ver. 3. 


Unbelief, enmity to God and man, and a 
: narrow 
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narrow ſpirit grow, as faith, love, and a SERNM. 
publick ſpirit weaken; and thoſe will as V. 
much obſtruct your uſefulneſs, as theſe ww 
contribute to it ; they will pervert your 
judgment, abate your delight, aggravate 
your difficulties, frame excuſes, find diver- 
fions, enervate motives, and many other 
ways leſſen your ſervice; and as they grow, 
they tend to ſtill further abatements in 
the oppoſite graces. Oh! where will theſe 
declenſions ſtop, if you allow them? And 
every day you will be leſs able and diſpoſed 
to recover your former ſtrength ; and con- 
ſequently be leſs ſure and fit to ſerve 
your generation, 


SRT N 


2 Ob/. Tux uſefulleſt perſons die. 

David fell aſleep. Shall I repreſent 
this as a warning, or as an encouragement 
to ſervice? It hath ſomething of both, 
and in each reſpect its a ſtrong motive 
to ſerve our generation. 

1. Ir is a warning to be uſeful whilſt 
you live; for work, or loyter you, death 1s 
daily making its approaches, and when it 
ſeizeth, it will be in vain to wiſh to be. 
ſpared for greater uſe, or reſolve to do 
what you hitherto neglected. Death ſets 
a period to our endeavours to benefit the 
church or nation, our friends or relations; 
they can expect no further advantage by 
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SERM. us. Therefore in a ſenſe of your own 
V. frailty, and the certainty of dying with- 
i a ſhort while, reſolve with our bleſſed 


Joh.ix.4. Saviour, I muſt work the works of him that ll 


ſent me while it is day, the night cometh 
when no man can work, Its a mercy to 
have nothing undone which God gave us 
life for, and to be finiſhing it when the 
arreſt of death is felt. 

2. ITs an encouragement to ſuch as faith- 
fully ſerve their generation. The uſeful- 
leſt fall aſleep; not, indeed, if it were ſuch 
a ſleep as rendered the ſeparated ſoul un- 
active, for continued ſervice here would 
be more pleaſing and profitable to them, 
than ſuch a ſleep as that; but its a reſt 
from labour, tho not from work; from 
pain, but not from pleaſure to the departed 
Toul, which will be with Chriſt; and 
tho' ſeperated for a while, is ſure to be 
re-united to the body at the reſurrection. 
Its a woe to the unprofited world, that e- 
minently uſeful men are dead, for you 
can hope for no further help, nor expect 
any benefit by them ; they left you barren 
and miſerable after all their labours, and 
muſt be terrible witneſſes againſt you. Its 
a loſs to the church and nation, that ſuch 
eminently uſeful men muſt die ; the de- 
tence, glory, and bleſſing of a people are 
removed; what an open breach is made? 
The earth is endangered by removal of 


2 Kings ſuch pillars. Theſe are the chariots of 
xii. 14. 


Tjrael, 
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Iſrael, and the horſemen thereof. There SRRNM. 
be but few ſuch among the multitude of V. 
chriſtians, and their loſs is not eaſily made + vw 
up; but to the faithful eminently uſeful 
faint, its a privilege that he ſhall die, (be- 
ing all ſuch are not to be tranſlated, ) He 
would not live always: For by death he Jobvii.16. 
goes into better company; he'll be free'd 
from a weight that clogg'd him tho' he 
moved ſo faſt ; the fin and ſorrow he felt 
he is to feel no more; he ſhall enjoy 
Chriſt in another manner, reliſh pleaſures 
in a higher way, and poſſeſs what he ho- 
ped and waited for, Death muſt be his 
great advantage, to whom faithful and pub- 
lick ſervice is his very buſineſs and trade 
whilſt he liveth : To me to live is Chriſt, 
and to die 1s gain. 

InsTEAD of the application of this 
doctrine, I ſhall turn my diſcourſe to the 
occaſion of our preſent meeting, the death 
of your paſtor Dr. SAMUEL ANNESLEY, in 
whom we have the whole text exempli- 
fed ; He ſerved his generation, and be is 
fallen aſleep. 

- In the laſt part, a juſt cauſe of mourn- 
ing is preſented, with reſpect to many 
more, than ourſelves; in the former, a 
lively example is propoſed for our imita- 
tion; as to both, here's a convincing in- 
ſtance. We ſee its poſſible for men in 
our age to ſerve their generation, and yet 
the greateſt uſefulneſs prevents not _ 
or 
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SERM. for he, who was ſo eminently uſeful, lies 


now dead. He began early, he continued 


long, and never ceas'd to ſerve his genera- 


tion, until by death he was allowed to reſt 
from his labours. 

He was born of very godly parents at 
Kellingworth near Warwick, Anno 1620, 
and their only child. The name Samuel 
was appointed for him by his eminently 
pious grandmother, who died before his 
birth, and gave this reaſon for her deſire 
that he ſhould be ſo called, I can ſay 7 

have aſked him of God. His infancy was 
as ſtrangely impreſſed with the thoughts 
of being a miniſter, (to which his parents 
dedicated him from the womb) which fo 
tranſported him from five or fix years old, 
as to engage him to unuſual induſtry in 
what improv'd him in order to it ; then 
it was he took up a cuſtom which he al- 
ways obſerved, v2. reading twenty chap- 
ters in the bible every day. Our God, to 
whom the end is known from the begin- 
ning, was as provident in forming him 
for great ſervice, as he was forward in 
thoſe indications that he ſhould be em- 
ployed therein ; this appeared in the hale 
and hardy conſtitution of his body, which 
was ſuch, as to endure the coldeſt wea- 
ther without hat, gloves, or fire. For 
many years he feldom drank any thing 
beſides water; his fight ſo ſtrong, that 
to his death he read the ſmalleſt print 
) without 
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without ſpectacles, and in a life lengthen'd 8E RN. 
to his ſeventy-ſeventh year. He was rare- V. 
ly ſick ; his natural capacity was good, and 
his temper vigorous and warm which his 
grace over-ruled (moſtly) to undertake 
thoſe exceſſive labours, and ſuſtain the dif- 
ficulties, which, without a body and mind 
ſo faſhioned, had been impoflible, in fo 
long a courſe of ſervice. And this vigour 
he ſo retained to his very death, as if God 
would give an inſtance, that the fervour 
of ſome mens ſouls in his work, were 
either independent on the body, or their 
bodies (with Moſes) were {till repaired even 
to old age, when he deſigneth extraordi- 
nary ſeryices by them. 

Bur which was more, he was (not only 
thus ſeparated) but alſo ſanctiſied from the 
womb ; often ſince declaring, He never 
knew the time he was not converted. 

ABouT fifteen years of age he went to 
Oxford, where he gave ſuch inſtances of 
his piety and diligence, as would engage a a 
recital, if I reſolved not to omit theſe, 
with all other things, (tho' very laudable) 
except his uſefulneſs ; his ripe fruits, which 
ted ſo many, my regard is to. 

A HEART ſo naturally bent for God's 
glory, and the good of ſouls, could admit 
no longer delays from work, than what a 
due fitneſs for it, and a regular call unto 
it, made neceſſary; yet ſo long, conſcience 
obliged him to deſiſt, he well knowing 
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SERM. that the ſtrongeſt deſires of miniſterial 

V. work, in the unqualified and uncalled, 

will not juſtify their uſurpation of the 
office, nor prevent diſorders and damage 
to the church and themſelves, by their 
publick performances. 

He began to caſt his net as chaplain to 
the earl of Warwick (then admiral) and 
thence removed to Cliff in Kent, where 
he met with a ſtorm more tempeſtuous 
than at ſea; for the people of that place 
being fond of their ejected miniſter, as 
greatly pleaſing them by his company at 
their dancing, drinking, and merriments 
on the Lord's-day, they were ſo prejudic'd 
againſt this his ſucceſſor, as to riſe againſt 
him with ſpits, forks and ſtones, threaten- 
ing his death at his firſt coming; a hard 
province for a divine not much above 
twenty-two years of age | But here God 
gave him room for his intenſe zeal, fit 
objects to direct and engage his miniſtry 
to converſion work, and an early ſpeci- 
men of his own reſolvedneſs in God's 
work, as well as experience of the good 

- God deſigned by him, and care he had of 
him; for having ſome proſpect of doing 
good among that people, (who tho 1gno- 
rant and profane, yet not hardned by re- 
fiſting goſpel light) he told them, Lei 
them uſe him foto they would, he was fre- 
ſolved to continue with them, till God had 


fitted them by his miniſtry to _ a 
3 etter. 
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lemnly delared, that when they became jo 


prepared, he would leave that place. Here NV 


his labours were unwearied, and ſuch ef- 
ficacy accompanied the word preached, 
and his winning behaviour, that in a few 
years the people were greatly reformed, 
their enmity changed into a paſſionate 
kindneſs, which appear'd, as in many o- 
ther inſtances, ſo in their loud cries and 
many tears, when he let them know he 
judged himſelf obliged to remove, accord- 
ing to his former declaration, (not to de- 
cide whether ſuch a promiſe was obliga- 
tory or no.) His tender concern leſt any 
ſeeming lightneſs of his might prove a 
ſcandal to his young converts, ſo governed 
him, that he left this place with 400 J. 
fer annum; but divine providence had 
great purpoſes to ſerve hereby, 

CLIFF was not a ſtage large enough 
for the uſes God deſigned by this active 
foul, nor a hill high enough for the no- 
tice of one ſo exemplary. Having pro- 
cured a ſucceſſor fit to build on the founs 
dation, ſo proſperouſly laid by him, he 
reſigns himſelf to divine diſpoſal, to be em- 
ployed wherever his call ſhould point with 
the cleareſt evidence. A very ſignal provi- 
dence directed him to a ſettlement in Lon- 
don, anno 1652. by the unanimous choice 
of the inhabitants of John the apoſtle ; 
ſoon after he is made lecturer at Paul's. 
TE And 


better, who ſhould ſucceed bim; but yet ſo- SR RM. 
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SERM. And in 1658, Cripplegate was made happy 
V. by his ſettlement there. In this place he 
continued a moſt laborious faithful preach- 
er (tho' removed from his lecture in the 
year 1660) till that twice unhappy Bar- 
tholomew-day, 1662. the firſt by the Pa- 
rifian maſſacre, this laſt by the filencing 
of about 2000 faithful miniſters in this 
kingdom, where their labours were far 
more neceſſary than the ends pretended 
for their ejection were valuable. His a- 
bode hath been ever ſince in this city, 
where he finiſhed his courſe, December 31. 

Anno 1690. 

HavinG briefly repreſented the ſphere 
wherein he moved with reſpect to his of- 
fice and places of abode, &c. it remaineth 
that I give ſome hints of the nature and 
manner of his motion therein. Where 
ſhall I begin, when ſo many things pre- 
ſent themſelves ? Its hard reducing them 

into order, when ſuch a variety of great 

things meet ; its not eaſy to judge which 

moſt contributed to his juſt character, viz. 

an eminently uſeful man in his genera- 

pe tion, In moſt things he was a pattern 
worthy to be imitated: In many things it 
will- be difficult for moſt I know to reſem- 
ble him. And in what few things he came 
ſhort of ſome, yet his integrity, zeal, and 
publick ſpirit, render'd him in extenſive 
uſefulneſs more than equal. In miniſte- 


rial labours he was abundant ; where was 
a 
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a more conſtant preacher ? Very oft, be- SERM. 
fore his filencing, thrice a day; in the late V. 
troubles almoſt every day; fince this li 
berty, twice every Lord's-day, (too long) 
even to his laſt ſickneſs ; being diſſuaded 
from the laſt ſermon, becauſe of his ill- 
neſs after the morning's, he was unperſua- 
dable, ſaying, I muſt work whilſt it's day. 
"Whoever knew him, from his very youth, 
refuſe to preach in any place when aſked ? 
Few, if any, ſo ready to aſſiſt in faſts and 
lectures. The ſick were ſure of aſſiſtance 
if they ſent to him ; doubting ſouls never 
were denied acceſs, or found diſcourage- 
ment, harſhneſs, or treachery, when they 
made their caſes known. Did his many 
labours abate their ſubſtance and tendency 
to common good? No, he fo redeemed 
time, that his ſermons were not raw, but 
well ſtudied and ſubſtantial ; his utterance 
— remiſs, but earneſt, as one concerned 

o profit others, being himſelf affected, 
and having ſomething that very peculiar- 
ly expreſſed his heartineſs in all he faid. 
By his very often reading over the ſcrip- 
tures from his childhood, he became a 
great textuary; and by aptly produced 
texts, he oft ſurpriſed eminent muniſters ; 
as his ſolution of caſes of conſcience 
(which his ſermons much confiſted of) 
did inſtruct and ſatisfy them. 
His care and toil extended to every 
place where he _ be profitable : Of 

A a 3 whom 
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SERM. whom in an equal ſtation can it be fo 
V. truly faid, On him was the care of all 
the churches? When any place wanted a 
miniſter, he ſet himſelf to get them one; 

' when any miniſter was oppreſſed by poverty, 

he ſoon employed himſelf for his relief. O, 

how many places had fate in darkneſs, 
how many miniſters had been ſtarved, if 

Dr. Anneſiey had died thirty-four years 
ſince! The goſpel he even forced into ſe- 
veral ignorant places ; and was the chief 

(oft the ſole) inſtrument in the education, 

as well as ſubſiſtence, of ſeveral miniſters. 

The Morning-lecture (fo profitable to ma- 

ny) he alone ſupported ; I wiſh it die not 

with him : For what one man hath zeal 

and intereſt enough (with leiſure) to keep 

it up? It was by him the meetings of mi- 
niſters, before this liberty, were kept up; 

and fince the union, in his place and to 

his expence, they have been continued. 
What a multitude of all forts were ſup- 
plied by his care ! Bibles, catechiſms, and 

all profitable books, diſperſed far and near. 

TR x ſick, the widows, the orphans were 
innumerable, whom he relieved and ſet- 

1 tled. By the poor he was crowded as a 
common father. Mou may well aſk, how 
could all this be done by him ? I anſwer, 

of all gifts, ſalary and incomes, he always 

laid afide the tenths for charity, even be- 

fore any were ſpent by him ; which is the 
greater inſtance of his bountiful mind, 

| con- 
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conſidering his numerous family, many SRERNM. 
ofles and great ſtreights ; Thus his light V. 
directed; and then he would be faithful www 
to it, whatever expence or hardſhip follow- 
ed. And being ſatisfied it was juſt to do 
ſo, his fervent love to God and man pre- 
vented all repinings, and made him a moſt 
chearful giver. But this, ſince he was ſi- 
lenced, bearing no proportion to the great 
things he conſtantly undertook, to ſupply 
it he was the faithful almoner of many ; 
and ſo importunate a petitioner for chari- 
table uſes, that few could eſcape or deny 
him ; and moſt of his own people he had 
inſtilled his own charitable diſpoſition into 
(who are apt to be of the fame ſpirit with 
their admired paſtors.) 

THess aſſiduous labours, and extenſive 
beneficence were accompanied with ſeveral 
excellencies which ſuſtained them, and 
tended to make him a ſucceſsful bleſſing, 
or his heart and hands had failed. | 

He was a man of great uprightneſs, he 
ſquared not his profeſſion by his ſecu- ; 
lar intereſt, tho' he had a large family ; 
yet he quitted a full maintenance rather 
than fin againſt God by conformity, Be- 
fore then he was turned out of his lec- 
ture, and kept out a while, becauſe he 
could not comply with ſome extravagan- 
cies of the late times; and fince hath he 

ſuffered, becauſe he muſt witneſs for the 
old truth againſt antinomianiſin. His in- 
| | Aa 4 tegrity 
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SERM., tegrity made him a ſtranger to all tricks, 
V. and ſometimes his charity betrayed him to 
be impos'd on by ſuch as uſe them. 

His humility was ſignal, he ſeemed to 
have the meaneſt opinion of his own gifts, 
and labours, highly eſteeming others, and 
envying none; no, not the acceptance of 
our promiſing young miniſters. He might 
ſay, with David, I pray; as if made up 
of that. Every day he prayed twice in 

his family, to the laſt moment that he 
was capable. His uſual way was to pray 
three or four times a day in his ſtudy. 
Upon every extraordinary occurrence in 
y his houſe he kept a faſt. Under every 
affliction, before he would ſpeak of it, or 
iech on means to redreſs it, he ſpread it 
ſtill before God in prayer; which brought 
him, tho' a moſt affectionate huſband, to 
bear the news of his wife's death with that 
compoſure, as calmly to ſay, the Lord gave, 
the Lord hath taken away, bleſſed be the 
name of the Lord. And after the greateſt 
loſſes, he uſed to ſpeak of them with an 
unconcernedneſs, as if another's, not his 
own. In prayer he was mighty, and the 
returns remarkable and frequent. He could 
truſt God with all, and was ſtill reſigned 
to his will. His ſolicitous concern was, 
that God might not be diſhonoured. When 
he lay fick, this was oft repeated, Oh / that 
1 may not diſhonour God in my laſt moments, 
whom, in my poor manner, 1 made it the 


buſineſs 
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buſineſs of my life to honour. Oh ! that I SERN. 
may not diſhonour my God by my impatience. V. 
Being one night under exceeding torture 
he called his daughter, then preſent, and 
charged her not to entertain one hard 
thought of God, by any thing he felt, but 
be aſſured he is infinitely merciful, and 
none are happy but thoſe that ſerve him; 
he gives peace of conſcience, that's beyond 
all the world can give; none can die chear- 
fully but a chriſtian ; he ſhines on my 
ſoul through Chriſt. God and heaven were 
ſo habituated to him, that in ſome diſorder 
in his head, by his diſtemper fixing there, 
he ſtill kept the ſame favour, breathed the 
ſame ſpirit, and ſpake of divine matters 
moſt conſiſtently, His head was not free 
of thoſe projects for God, which in health 
it was ever full of. Tl end this with 
Mr. Baxter's account of him (who knew 
not how to flatter or fear any man) Dr. 
Anneſley is a moſt fincere, godly, humble 
man, totally devoted to God. (Mr. B's hfe.) 

HavinGs hinted ſome things that reſpect 

the excellency of this perſon, ſome may 
whiſper, But what tokens of God's favour 
had this uſeful man more than others, 
he had many troubles and exerciſes ? God 
teſtified his favour to him in inſtances 
which he moſt eſteemed, and purſued. a- 
bove all things ; yea, he deſpiſed, and re- 
nounced all compared therewith ; which 
is enough to teſtify him a happy _ 
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SERM. whatever he endured or wanted; God 

V. kept him faithful in his work to the laſt; 
for which he thus thanked God on his 
death-bed ; Bleſſed be God, I can fay, I 
have been faithful in the work of the mi- 
niſtry above fifty-five years. He had great 
ſucceſs in his work; many called him fa- 
ther, as the inſtrument of their converſion; 
the worthy Mr. Brand was one ; many 
called him comforter. 

In all his ſufferings he found ſupports 
which kept him as chearful as his office 
and age allowed under all; yea, in ſeven- 
teen weeks pain he was without a diſcon- 
tented word or thought. Signal returns of 
prayer he frequently had ; and very cloſe 
communion with God in Chriſt, His 
charity and care wanted not comfortable 
effects. How many whom he contributed 
to the education of, are uſeful minitters ? 
In how many places doth religion flouriſh 
by his means ? God gave him a great in- 
tereſt in the hearts of moſt miniſters and 
ſerious people, How oft and long did 
they pray for his life, as a publick bleſſing ? 
And how generally is his death lamented? 
He thankfully owned God in all. He fig- 
nally witneſſed for him in his judgments on 
ſeveral of his perſecutors. One died ſign- 
ing a warrant to apprehend him. Many 
might be inſtanced, but its fit we cover 


ſuch in acknowledgment of preſent —_ 
E 
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He had uninterrupted peace and aſſu- SE RNM. 
rance of God's covenant-love for above V. 
thirty years laſt paſt. Its true, he walkedd 
in darkneſs for ſeveral years before that, 
which is common to thoſe who are con- 
verted in childhood, their change not be- 
ing remarkable, and ſo apter to be queſti- 
oned ; and they often make up, in a long 
time, by frequent returns, the ſad hours 
that others have preſſing in at once. But 
God had a further defign, viz. the fitting 
and enclining him to relieve wounded con- 
{ſciences by his miniſtry and diſcourſe, 
wherein he was ſo eminent, that moſt 
troubled ſouls reſorted to him. He uſed to 
ſay, that this made him unable to preach 
a ſermon without ſome word to them. 
THis aflurance had not one cloud in all 
his diſeaſe. He often ſaid, I've no doubt, 
nor ſhadow of doubt; all is clear between 
God and my ſoul; he chains up fatan, he 
cannot trouble me. 


To conclude all, He had an abundant 
entrance into God's kingdom. He was re- 
conciled to death, yea, fo deſirous of it, as 
hardly induced him to have his life prayed 
for. But hearing ſome miniſters had been 
fervently praying for his lite, he replied, 
I am then more reconciled to life than 
ever, for I am confident God will not give 
a life ſo eminently, in anſwer of prayer, 


as 
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SERM. as mine muſt be, if he would not uſe it to 
V. greater purpoſes than ever before. 

— Ver ſome little time before his change, 
his defires of death appeared ſtrong, and 
his ſoul filled with the foretaſts of glory, 
often ſaying, Come my deareſt Jeſus, the 
nearer the more precious, the more wel- 
come, Another time his joy was ſo great, 
that in an extaſy he cried out, I cannot 
contain it; what manner of love is this to 
a poor worm ? I cannot expreſs the thou- 
ſandth part of what praiſe is due to thee; 
we know not what we do when we offer 
at praiſing God for his mercies; its but 
little I can give, but, Lord, help me to give 
thee my all. I will die praiſing thee, and 
rejoice that others can praiſe thee better. I 
ſhall be ſatisfied with thy likeneſs; fatis- 
fied, ſatisfied! Oh my deareſt Jeſus, I come. 

Now do not you think Chriſt is worth 
the faithfulleſt ſervice which ends in this 
manner? To you of this congregation, 
(for whoſe ſalvation he was ſo concerned) 
ſhall I fay, bewail the loſs of him, when 
you are ſo ſenſible? Yet that's but juſt. 
Bleſs God for your enjoying his faithful 
labours ſo long; ſee that none of you pe- 
riſh, after ſuch pains to fave you; be eſta- 
bliſhed in the truths you have heard, which 
you ſee governed his life to ſuch great pur- 
poſes, and helped him to die with ſure tri- 
umph: Shew-your regard to his memory 
by kindneſs to his family, and by not 

breaking 


a publick Spirit. . 
breaking off from this church, that he SRERM. 
may not be reflected on by your giddi- V. 
neſs, as if he taught you no better, or www 
eſtabliſhed you no more, than to be de- 
luded to ſerve a carnal turn, in pretence 
of greater purity. You, his children, live 

our father's advice and example, or what 
a witneſs will he be againſt you ? Let us 
all go hence with a due ſenſe of it. The 
world hath loſt a bleſſing, the church hath 
loſt a pillar, the nation hath loſt a wreſt- 
ler with God, the poor have loſt a bene- 
factor : You, his people, have loſt a faith- 
ful paſtor ; his children, a tender father; 
we, in the miniſtry, an exemplary fellow 
labourer. 
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HEIN firſt defired by 
pon to preach the en- 
— ſuing ſermon, my com- 
pliance would have 
been more difficultly ob- 
tained, had I taken time to conſider, 
that it came within the number of 
the diſcourſes that were to be print- 
ed at your requeſt ; yea, to be the 
laſt of them. A ſubject exhaufted 
by eleven divines of ſo great name 
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and worth, can receive little advan- 
tage by the ſucceeding attempts of 
a head ſo barren, and a heart ſo 
cold as mine. However, my pro- 
2ſe being given, I intreated his af: 
fiffance whoſe cauſe I plead ; and 
the event I commit to him. 

If I have inſiſted on any thing 
ſaid by others (as its ſcarce poſſible 
zo avoid) its not borrowed from 
them ; for I conſulted none of the 
former ſermons in preparing this. 

The medium which runs through 
this diſcourſe is very fit, I'm ſure, 
to inforce what is ſaid before, and 
notwithſtanding the defects of my 
management, I can ſay, I believe 
what I deliver, and approve bear- 
tily of your good deſign, and what s 
better urged by others to promote 
25. 


Its matter of deepeſt ſorrow, 
. when villainies of all ſorts abound, 
when men declare their fins with 
Sodom's inſolency, when our ſettle- 


ment is thereby ſa expoſed, and 4 
probable 


PREFACE. 
probable ſafety from the awfulleft 


woes, is held by @ thread ſo tender 


as the life of his Majeſty King 
WILLIAM; that yet ſome perſons 
of note require other motives to e- 
ſpouſe this work of reformation ; 
and many magiſtrates ſhift off the 
execution of the laws, tho the cath 


of God be upon them. 


How rare is a Sealous Nehe- 


miah ? Vay, ſymptoms of our con- 


dition were leſs dangerous, if all 


who ſerved at God's altar admit- 
zed Phineas for a pattern of con- 
cernedneſs in reſiſting fin as they 
are capable, tho he is not to be i- 
mitated in the manner of his exe- 


But amidſt great cauſes of fears 
and lamentation, let us not ungrate- 
fully neglect to adore God's unde- 
ſerved goodneſs, that our conſtitu- 
tion retains ſo many good laws a- 
gainſt groſs enormities : The parlia- 


ment hath made an addrels, and 


the king purſuant thereto, publiſhed 
Bb 2 4 
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a proclamation, fo excellently ac- 


knowledging the dueneſs, neceſſity, 
and value of reformation, with re- 
ſolves of promoting it to the utmoſt. 
It were very aſſtictive, as well as un- 
charitable, to think a flop could be 
made here, and the execution of the 
laws ſuſpended as. formerly ; ; for 
this would turm to the nation's re- 
proach, and be an aggravation of 
its guilt, by rendring the forecited 
inſtances, a mere teſtimony againſf 
future neglefts, and a cauſe of e- 
derer Judgments. 

Wor is it an inconfiderable preſage 
of good, as well as à probable means 
of England's amendment, that you 
ron yourſelves into ſocieties 
for the reformation of manners, a 
title becoming a chriſtian name, an 
enterprize alike owing 70 flagrant 
zeal, and amazing courage; an 


albu ſpirit ander common aſſiſ- 


tances had been overwhelmed with 
the very view of the ftrength of 
| that 


PP RREAGKHD 
that tide of uncontrouled wicked- 


neſs, which was at firſt to be ſtemmd 


by fo very fu. 
How ſoon did divinely inſpird 
minds coaleſce in this undertaking ? 
-— And eafily made it evident, that 
there is 16 ſuchdifference between the 
members of the eſtabliſhed church, 
and the diſſenters, that will not be 
overlook'd by all ſerious perſons, 


when the undoubted concernments of 


Chriſt and practical godlineſs are 

in danger. 3 | | 
| By an union founded on à bot- 
tom, and deſigned ro ends ſo truly 
chriſtian, your numbers were /oor: 
increaſed; very many magiſtrates 
and perſons of eminent figure gave 
themſelves to this undertaking, 
# rules were adjuſted, and the 
ſPrange ſucceſſes which encourag'd 
your early attempts, do fill grow 
more and more amazing, being as 
much beyond the hopes of your ti- 
merous friends, as the expectations 
of ſurprized offenders, (who as ſuch 
\ : Bb 3 only 
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390 PREFACE. 
only, can be ill-willers to this deſign.) 


Way, men ſtrong in faith, are as in 
a dream, to ſee the work of refor- 
mation advanced thus far, in ſo 
ſhort a time; and induced 10 hope 
this to be the dawning of that ſeaſon, 
wherein reforming attempts Dall 
ſucceed to thoſe higher degrees of pu- 
rity which are propheſied of; altho 
awful diſpenſations may ſhake the 
frame of things to introduce it. 
Beſides, it is no mean effet? of your 
fucceſsful example, that men of the 
fame temper in other places in this 
nation, are awakened to exert their 
united ſtrength in pleading the cauſe 
of Chriſt again profaneneſs. 
Yea, Ireland, as if bluſhing at 
engaging ſo late, when their diſtreſs 
and deliverance had been ſo aftoniſh- 
ing do even exceed your fervour, 
and Proteſtants of every commu- 
nion in Dublin, account reforma- 
tion their greateſt buſineſs. 
May not we hope that your influ- 
encing preſident may in time extend 
| #0 


PREFACE 391 
zo all other Proteſtant countries; 
that none called reformed, as to their 
faith, may wear the reproach of neg- 
lefting a reformation in their man- 
ners. They owe the ſame love to 
their neighbour as you do, their mu- 
nicipal laws againſt vice, are a ta- 
lent for which they are as account- 
able as you for yours : Groſs fins 
will be as dangerous to every nation 
which has equal light, as they are to 1 
England, and the heart wherein a 
divine principle reigneth, will na- 
turally prompt to the ſame zeal a- 
gainſt fin, as they ſhall hear to be 
now at work in your ſocieties. 

But let the happy iſſue of your 
undertakings be more or leſs exten- 
ue; bleſs you the merciful God for 
inclining your hearts to this work, 
and giving you the preſent oppor- 
tunity 70 expreſs your good inten- 
tions, and not denying you Such en- 
couraging ſucceſs. 

Be conſcientious in obſerving the 

directions given you in the ſermons 
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of all thoſe miniſters invited to your 
aſſilance, and neglect not to apply 
their encouragements, that ou may 
be ftrong and faithful in what re- 
SpeFeth your own duty in this glo- 
rious attempt; fo you will die in 
peace, in à review of upright vigo- 
rous endeavours zo ſerve your ge- 
neration. 


That this diſcourſe may among 
the reſt, contribute ſomewhat to your 
good defigns, is the prayer of, 


Your Servant in the Goſpel, 


Daniel Wilkams. 


— 


MaTTH. xit. 30. 


He that is not with me, is againſt 
me; and he that gathereth not 
with me, ſcattereth abroad. 


0 O underſtand this text in its 
aptneſs to excite your promo- 
ting a reformation of manners; 

we muſt confider the occafion 
of theſe words, which you'll 
foregoing verſes, v. 22, Chriſt 
bealed a man poſſeſſed with a devil, who 
had deprived him of both ſight and ſpeech, 
The hand of that enemy is ſometimes, great 
in bodily diſeaſes, and when they comt by 
his immediate agency upon any perſon de- 
livered up by God to endure ſtatedly ſuch 
effects of his power; ſo far, and ſo long, 
that perſon is faid to be poſſeſſed with the de- 

vil, who is commiffioned thus to vex and 

hurt him. In this condition the man was 


SERM. 


3 
— 


brought to Chriſt, who not only removed 


the 
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SERM. the diſeaſes, by reſtoring his ſight and 

VI. ſpeech, which was a cure; but therein he 

WY V overcame the reſiſting power of the devil, 

and expelled him; ſo that he could no 

longer have acceſs to the perſon as his own 

privileged place, to make him blind and 

dumb; which connotes the devil's agency 

in this diſeaſe, and Chriſt's conqueſt over 

him in his healing the diſeaſed perſon, v. 23. 

And all the people were amazed, and ſaid, 

7s not this the ſon of David? This miracle 

filling them with amazement, induceth 

them to receive Chriſt as the promiſed Me/- 

fas: g. d. Who ſhould he be, but that 

rod out of the ſtem of Jeſſe, propheſied of, 

La. xi. 1.10. Matth. xxi. 6? Could any 

below him perform what we have ſeen and 

Heard? What more miraculous can the 

Meſſias do? The power of God would 

never work ſuch a miracle to favour an im- 

ſtor ; and no power below what's divine, 

could poſſibly effect it; and ſeeing his 

doctrine agrees with the old teſtament, and 

theſe his works are ſo plain a teſtimony of 

the Spirit to his being ſent of God, he muſt 

be what he declares himſelf, viz. the pro- 
ms d Chriſt. 

THz Phariſees, not able to deny the 
fact, attempt to enervate the inference the 
people made therefrom, v. 24. But when 
the Phariſees heard it, they ſaid, this fei- 
low doth not caſt out devils, but by Beelze- 
bub che prince of devils ; g. d. We = 

there 
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there is a power more than human, in what 8SERNM. 
this man hath performed before you, but VI. 
it's a diabolical power this work is owing to 


and it's to ſerve the purpoſes of the devils, 
and under the conduct of their prince, that 
this contemptible man, unworthy of any 
name, is employed even in what you are 
ſo amazed at. Therefore inſtead of think- 
ing him to be the Meſias, you ought to 
conclude him a grand impoſtor, and reject 
him as ſuch, and the more for theſe infer- 

nal aſſiſtances you ſee afforded to him. 
THis was a concluſion too malicious for 
an apology from meer ignorance, which, 
with what our Lord applieth to theſe men, 
v. 31, 32. gives a probable reaſon to con- 
clude, that the /n againſt the Holy Ghoſt is 
a wilful aſcribing to the power of the devil, 
thoſe evident miracles wrought by the Holy 
Ghoſt in teſtimony to Fe/us being the Meſ- 
fas, that ſo it might be concluded, Jeſus 
was not the Chriſt, but an impoſtor. 
| IT's no wonder, that it's impoſſible to 
bring ſuch as commit this ſin to repentance, 
and conſequently, to obtain pardon, becauſe 
they hereby deprive themſelves of the ad- 
vantage of miracles to ſubdue their unbeliet; 
yea, they employ them to harden | them- 
ſelves in infidelity againft him, who ig ex- 
alted to give repentance, and deliver the 
will of God to mankind. | 4 
Our Lord Jeſus anſwers this wretched 
aſſertion, by detecting its weaknels, Rane 

| | M 
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SERM. hood and impoſſibility ; and thereby juſti- 
VI. fies the — concluſion; from v.25. to 
29. not to mention his reaſoning, v. 27. 
from their childrens practice, the principal 
argument is thus drawn ab impofſibili. 
SATAN mult be a deſigningly wilful de- 
ſtroyer of his own kingdom, if Chriſt did 
caſt out devils under his conduct, and by 
his virtue, which was a thing of which ſa- 
tan, who was ſuch a ſelf- lover, and had fo 
great a reach, could not poſſibly be guilty. 
No, the devil is too wiſe not to underſtand 
his intereſt better than thus, eſpecially in a 
caſe ſo obvious, and fo nearly concerning 
himſelf. 
Ou Saviour, to clear the force of this 
argument, declareth, | 
1. THAT God and the devil have two 
very diſtin& kingdoms, which are conſti- 
\ tuted, ruled, ſupported, and propagated by 
ways, and ina manner extremely different, 
v. 26. If ſatan caſt out ſatan, be is divided 
againſt himſelf; how then can his kingdom 
fand? Here is one kingdom, v1z. the 
devil's, v. 28. But if I caft out devils by the 
Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God 1s 
come among gou : This is the other kingdom, 
vis. God's kingdom. 3 
2. TyxRy is in this world fo fixed a 
war between theſe two kingdoms, that the 
one grows upon the other's ruins. 
3. Tux way of Chriſt, and the tendency 
of his doctrine, and ſcope of all his attempts, 


were 
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were utterly to overthrow ſatan's kingdom, SE RNM. 
and advance the kingdom of God. 

SaTAN's kingdom was effeftually . 
weakned, and the kingdom of God ad- 
vanced, and enlarged by all that power 
which Chriſt had put forth in this and all 
other miracles. 

5. WHATEVER Chriſt did contribute 
by his exerted power to the deſtruction of 
fatan's kingdom, was in a way of force and 
violence upon ſatan, and not with his con- 
ſent. 

Alx theſe things are implied in v. 26, 
28. and moſt expreſly, v. 29. Or elſe bow 
can one enter into a ſtrong man's houſe, and 
ſpoil his goods; except be firſt bind the ftrong 
man, and then be will ſpoil his houſe. The ſum 
of Chriſt's plea is this; it's impoſſible the 
devil, who is a being ſo ſagacious and expe- 
rienc'd, ſhould wittingly help me to offer 
violence to himſelf, and thereby enable me 
to force him out of his throne, reſcue the 
prey out of his jaws, pluck down what he 
ſo fudioully erected, defeat his chief 
defign, and advance God's throne and in- 
tereſt, upon the obſtruQing whereof ſatan 
is oonſtantly and malicouſly intent. Theſe 
are things ſo inconſiſtent, that without in- 
veterate malice they cannot be ſurmiſed: 
Nay, I am ſo far from working miracles by 
the power of Bee/zebub, that it muſt be evi- 
dent to every unprejudic d perſon, they are 
wrought by the power of God, in whoſe 
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SERM. intereſt I am ſo entirely engag'd, and 
VI. which I hereby ſubſerve. | 
r 


HavinG given you this account of the 
matter our Bleſſed Saviour is treating of, I 
ſhall conſider the text; He that is not with 
me, is againſt me; and he that gathereth not 
with me, ſcattereth abroad. Herein ſeveral 
things ſeem deſigned. 

1. AN znforcement of the forecited ar- 
gument: 9. d. Satan is ſo far from concur- 
ring with me in my deſign, or yielding me 
aſſiſtance by his power, that he would em- 
ploy his {kill to ſupport what I am caſting 
down, he would neglect no method to pull 
down what I am building up: And inſtead 
of favouring my attempt, his power would 
be engaged againſt it ; the utmoſt ſtrength 
poſſeſſed by him, he would be ſure to exert, 
to obſtruct mens faith in me, and not to 
induce them to believe ; he would prove 
me 'an impoſtor, inſtead of atteſting my 
commiſſion, Who then can ſurmiſe that 
my miracles are wrought by any virtue de- 
rivd from him? ſeeing he muſt be againſs iſ 
me, if he be not for me. 43 

2. ANOTHER thing deſign d is to aſſert, 5 
that the Lord Jeſus is the head of God's 1 
kingdom in its preſent oeconomy. 1 

THr1s is evidenced by the alteration of { 
the terms; for in a ſtrict connection * 1 

| the \ 
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the foregoing paſſages, the words would run SRERN. 
thus; he that is not with God's kingdom, is VI. 
againſt God's kingdom. But inſtead there WY WV, 
of, they are, He that is not with me, (the 
Chriſt) Is againſt me; to denote, that the 
adminiſtration of God's s kingdom i is com- 
mitted to Chriſt, God- man, the mediator: 

9. d. Legiſlation, dominion, judgment, the 
care and diſpoſal of all perſons and things 
which appertain to the divine kingdom in 
this world, I am entruſted with; to me 
they belong : The government is upon my Tf. ix. 6. 
Shoulders. I am + King; and the rad Zech. ix. . 
of the deity among mankind is lodg'd in 
my hands; and therefore mens adherence 
to God's kingdom, is determin'd by their 
adherence to me, to whom the W 
therein is delegated. 

CHRIST confider'd abſtractedly as Gad. 
is of the ſame eſſence with the Father, and 
ſo originally poſſeſſed the kingdom of God 
as Creator, in the ſame very reſpects as the 
Father did; he had the ſame abſolute royal 
dominion, and rectoral authority was eſſen- 
tial to him without a delegation. 

Bu r to Chriſt as Mediator, this kingdom, 
which refers eſpecially to the recovery of 
fallen men, and the government of them as 
redeemed, is given as a reward: Feſus John xiii, 
knowing that the Father bad put all things 
into his hands. For the Father judgeth no John v. 
man, but hath committed all judgment to the 2 27. 


* And hath given him authority alſa to 
execute 
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SERM. extents judgment „ btcauſe be is the ſon 6 
VI. Man. Al, r 
8 earth. 


xxviii 18. T HTS is that kingdom which was erected 
to reduce apoſtates to a ſubjection to God, 
againſt whom they had rebelled; this, as 
wiſely, juſtly, faithfully, and perfectly ad- 
miniſtred by Chriſt, ſhall be delivered up 
after all men have been tried at this re- 
deemer's bar, and the equity of his proce- 
dure is folemnly vindicated, 1 Cor. xv. 24. 
2 The. i. 7, 8, 9, 10. 

A due confideration of this kingdom, as 
in Chriſt's hands, and as it is his kingdom, 
would evince his divinity, as well as his 
mediatorial adminiſtration : For were not 
he truly God, he could not know, and in- 
fluence ſo many minds; direct, inſpire, up- 
hold, defend, reſtrain, fucceed and ac- 
commodate ſuch a multitude of perſons, in 
ſuch variety of exigencies, at the ſame 
time, in different places, and judge the ſe- 
crets of all men at laſt. 

IT would alſo force mens acknowledg- 
ment of a Goſpel Law, without which the 
notion of a Goſpel kingdom would be in 
many reſpects incongraous ; and a judicial 
proceeding upon ſinners, as believers, or un- 
belieyers, penitent or impenitent, were im- 
poſſible : For by the law of innocency, the 
penitent believing finner would be as infal- 
libly condemn'd, as he who is not a believ- 
ing penitent. 


NEITHER 
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NEe1THER would it be ſuch a difficulty SE RM. 
to comprehend how an obedience, ſhort of VI. 
legal perfection, is acceptable at a Redeem- 
er's bar, as a condition of a finner's poſſeſ- 
ſing the effects of that Redeemer's righteouſ- 
neſs; for his righteouſneſs being the ſole 
meriting cauſe of thoſe beneficial effects, the 
impetration of them is confin'd to his obe- 
dience, which was more than adequate to 
the law of innocency ; and ſo there is no 
room left for our meriting by our obedience 
to the Goſpel, which is the rule by which 
Chriſt only applieth the bleſſings purchas d 
by himſelf. But yet if that Goſpel do not 
entitle us to thoſe bleſſings upon our com- 
pliance with the conditions whereupon it 
. offer'd them to all ſinners, and exclude not 
them who refuſe to comply; then Chriſt's 
Goſpel kingdom is a meer phyſieal kingdom, 
wherein benefits are no motives to duty, nor 
danger a diſſuaſive from fin. Goſpel plead- 
ings, perſuaſions, and authority, have no 
more place with, and are as improper to 
them, as to the raging ſea, or hardeſt 
ſtones; the influence of conſideration is to- 
tally excluded, and ſome are halled to hea- 
ven by meer external power, without any 
regard to their voluntary ſubjection to the 
Goſpel ; and others thruſt into hell, without 
any reſpect to their wilful refuſing of the 
remedy, and ſelf-hardening againſt repeated 
calls, and the grace offered by the Redeemer. 
Such thoughts could ſcarce be conceiv'd _ 
Cc poſſible, 
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8E 218. poſſible to one who ever read the holy Scrip- 
VI. tures, unleſs an occational obſcure paſſage 


ww muſt govern againſt the whole and plain 


ſcope of the Bible; where a rectoral admi- 
niſtration towards fallen man, in order to his 
recovery, is ſo conſtantly expreſſed, and 
our Saviour is found deſignedly to call this 
ſo very often by the name kingdom. 
SHOULD any ſinner object, If I ſhould 
be caſt into hell from under the Goſpel, I 
ſhall be ſo dealt with becauſe the curſe of 
the law of innocency lies againſt me only 
as a fallen ſinner. T anſwer, That ſentence 
took hold of you as fallen finners ; but with 
that, there ſhall be a ſorer deſtruction for 
refuſing Chriſt, and rejecting the mercy of 
God, which offer d you 2 freedom from that 
firſt condemnation. And that very offer of 
deliverance upon Goſpel terms, the earneſt 
pleadings of Chriſt with you to accept it, 
his complaints of your refuſal, his threat- 
nings of ſorer puniſhments to excite your 
minds, his laying your continued and ag- 
gravatedruin uponyour wilful diſobedience, 
and for that, as judge, condemning you at 
laſt as unrelieved; dofully demonſtrate, that 
Chriſt's Goſpel kingdom is a rectoral conſti- 
tution, adapted to ſubjects capable of moral 
government, notwithſtanding your apoſta- 
Cy ; and that by theſe methods, joined with 
his aſſiſting grace, he was treating with you 
as ſuch, in order to your ſalvation. 8 
3. 
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3. A THIRD thing deſigned by the text, 8E RM. 
is a diſtribution of all perſons into abettors VI. 
of, and contenders for Chriſt's kingdom WWW 
on the one fide, or the devil's kingdom 
on the other. 9. d. All are with me, or a- 
gainſt me, as the head of the goſpel king- 
dom; and he that is not for me, is againſt 
me, and for my competitors. They who 
gather not with me, i. e. they who do not 
under my conduct aſſiſt and propagate the 
divine intereſt, which I am managing, 
ſuch ſcatter abroad, i. e. they oppoſe the 
intereſt of God, and in conjunction with 
ſatan, they exalt his dominion and purpoſe. 
None are neutrals, each is engaged and 
ſuitably employed. 

From the text in connexion with the 
foregoing verſes, we have ground for theſe 
following obſervations. | 

1 Ob/. THERE are two kingdoms, with 
their ſeveral intereſts, in oppoſition and 
conteſt againſt each other in this lower 
world. ( 

THe one is a kingdom of light, the o- 
ther of darkneſs ; the one of truth, the o- 
ther of error; the one adminiſtred by 
holy laws, the other by diabolical and car- 
nal maxims: — The one a kingdom of love 

and peace, the other of enmity, cruelty, and 

diſcord. The encouragements in the one 

are rational, ſpiritual, and heavenly ; in the 
other they are vain, ſenſual, and earthly. As 

the one prevaileth, men become juſt, kind, 

5 Cc 2 temperate, 


4.04. 
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SERM. temperate, humble, pious, heavenly-mind- 
VI. ed, and adorned with every grace; as the 
other obtaineth, men become unjuſt, ma- 


Gy 


lignant, intemperate, proud, impious, 
earthly-minded, void of every grace, and 
univerſally vitious. The voluntary ſubjects 
of the one kingdom, are men ſober, re- 
gular, uſeful, good, and truly religious ; 
the /ubjefs of the other are all either wild, 


Irregular, miſchievous, as well as unuſe- 


ful, bad, idolatrous, profane or irreligious. 


Theſe kingdoms ſo extremely oppoſite, are 
in perpetual war, one growing upon the 0- 
thers decay; as the one prevaileth, the other 
loſeth ground; peace is impoſſible between 
them, yea, a truce or ceſſation cannot be 
admitted for a moment, tho' the ſtruggles 
ſometimes and in ſome places, are more 
viſible than in other. | 
2 Ob/. Tux rulers of theſe contending 
kingdoms and intereſts, are Chriſt, God- 
man, our medrator, on the one part; and 
the devil, confider'd collectively as the head 
of the apoſtacy, on the other part. The 
Lord Jeſus in the human nature oppoſeth 
ſatan, and invades the territories he long 
poſſeſſed, and erects his throne where his 
ſeat had been. | 
TE devils ſeverally under whatever con- 
duct the ſuperiority in order, power, or of- 
fice among them doth adjuſt, do oppoſe 
Chriſt's attempts, ſecure their own, con- 
queſts, defend the degeneracy in” 
| y 
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by them, promote man's hoſtility againſt SER. 
heaven, cloſely guard their priſoners, and VI. 
recover whatever of their image or domi 
nion Chriſt at any time impaireth. Satan 
is the ruler with whom Chriſt ſtands com- 
petitor in every age. 

3 0% ALL men are divided into two 
parties by their adherence to theſe two 
oppoſite rulers, in their reſpective intereſts 
and deſigns. 

THE one party is for Chriſt, and the 
purpoſes he purſues ; in this are included 
all good men, and whatever good they do, 
eſpecially of a publick nature : Theſe un- 
der the conduct of Chriſt, advance what he 
is building up, and extirpate what he came 

to deſtroy ; they imbark with him, and 

fight under his banner, from an approba- 
tion of his deſign, as very agreeable to 
their own renewed temper. 

THe other party includes all ſuch who 
yield up themſelves to fatan's conduct: theſe 
have an aver/jon to Chriſt and his intereſt, 
from their own corrupt nature, and no 1 
leſs a fondneſi for thoſe things he attempt- 
eth to deſtroy. By this their vile diſpo- 
ſition the devil eaſily actuates their facul- 1 
ties, and employs their powers, and ſo | | 
they become his ready 7n/truments, tho | 
rac ſee not that it is he who employeth 
t em. 
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4 Ob/. Any man's neutrality between 
theſe engaged parties and oppoſite rulers 
and deſigns is altogether impoſſible. 

Evx Rv perfon is in the one kingdom, or 
the other. By nature all men are in ſa- 
tan's intereſts, and under his power, Eph. 
1.2. He ruleth in the children of diſobe- 
dience : By grace we are delivered from 
ſatan's power, and tranflated into the king- 
dom of our Lord Teſus. Chriſt by the 
goſpel inviteth and preſſeth all to fide with 
him ; but until they obey his call, they 
remain in ſatan's kingdom, they continue 
on his fide in this war, and hinder what 
they can the ſucceſs of Chriſt's attempts 
againſt the devil's uſurpation. 

SOME pleaſe themſelves with a conceit, 
that they are not of a party with the devil 
againſt Chriſt, tho' they are conſcious they 
are not engaged on Chriſt's fide. —But the 
vanity of it is apparent from this, that 
their very ſurmized neutrality is really 
their being a party with fatan : for, they 
were originally bound to be God's ſubjects, 
becauſe they were his rational creatures; 
and tho' by their rebellion they forfeited 
the immunities of his kingdom, yet an ob- 
ligation to continue his ſubjects, ceaſed 
not thereby. 

Nay further, Chriſt by his merits hav- 
ing procured a reſtoral of their forfeited 
privileges, if they will return ; and offer- 


ing his afi/tance to enable them to _ 
| c 


Reformation of Manners. 407 


he now claimeth their allegiance, both as SERM. 
God's creatures, and as his own redeemed. VI. 

IF therefore, after this claim, men ſhall HY V 
refuſe to join actually with Chriſt, and to 
give. up themſelves to him, muſt not e- 
very man confeſs they continue in actual 
rebellion £ Keep they not {till in the ene- 
my's camp, whilſt they liſt not themſelves 
in Chriſt's army ? Are they not there, 
however they lag or hide, till they come 
over to our Lord, whom God hath ſent 
to bring them back to him ? 

ALL of you therefore have reaſon to aſ- 
ſure yourſelves, if you are not actually and 
explicitly for the Lord Jeſus, you are a- 
gainſt him ; yea, the devil is your leader, 
you and he have the ſame common inte- 
reſt, and drive on the ſame deſign. Theſe 
words, He that is not with me, is againſt 
me, prove what I ſay, and ſhould awaken 
us to deep thoughts when we neglect an 
explicit dedication cf ourſelves to Chriſt ; 
and alſo whenever he hath any momentous 
concern in agitation in our day. 

5 Obſ. IT is in vain for any man, to 
profeſs to be on Chriſt's fide, or harmleſs 
to his. concernments, if he do not in his 
place contribute his utmoſt to ſerve Chrift 
in promoting his intereſt, and in purſuing the 
deſigns he is carrying on againſt ſatan's 
kingdom in this world. 

He that gathereth not with Chriſt, ſcat- 
tereth abroad, and is not with him, but 


Cc 4 againſt 
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SERM. againſt him. By theſe words he determi- 
VI. neth that they who are indeed with him, 
WV muſt be active in his cauſe, for he will 


uſe their ſervice, tho' he do not need it. 
They muſt gather with him, or he deems 
them to be his enemies; and adjudgeth 
them ob/trufors of his work, if they ſta- 
tedly neglect to contribute to it, according 
to their power. Nay, in his account, if 
his intereſt grows not by their labour, they 
are acceſſory to its detriment; and they 
ſubſerve the devil's purpoſes, tho they wr 
it not. | 
SOMEWHAT all men are doing and 
purſuing as the ſcope of their lives, which 
fails not to be pernicious, if it be not pro- 
fitable. It is our Redeemer's demand, 
that men be entirely and heartily devoted 
to his cauſe, which will not fail to com- 
mand their time, and employ their talents, 
in his ſervice. Idle intentions, and un- 
active wiſhes, are not ſufficient teſtimo- 
nies againſt hypocriſy in their profeſſed 
regards for him, nor fit evidences that they 
are ſincere, | 
AND as vainly do men hope to eſcape 
the odium of being of a party with the 
devil, becauſe they do not profeſſedly abet 
his cauſe; or to be unhurtful to Chriſt's 
deſigns, if they make no direct and deli- 
berate oppoſition thereto, Alas! you will 
find your ſtate will be determined by more 
cloſe and ſubſtantial indications, Our hon. 
ho 
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who required Peter to evidence the truth SER. 
of his love to him by feeding his ſheep, VI. 
John xxi. 16. expects our diſcipkſhip WV 
ſhall be inſtanced in a vigorous advance- 
ment of his conqueſts. 

Wr mult not only ceaſe to provoke him 
by our wr enormities, but we muſt help 
on the reformation of others: we muſt in- 
creaſe his kingdom, by leſſening the num- 
ber of rebels; and windicate it, by re- 
ſtraining mens profligate diſobedience, as 
far as we are able. This is gathering with 
Chriſt, which, if we omit, we do one 
way or other promote mens rebellious diſ- 
diſobedience, which is ſcattering abroad; 
whereby we make Chriſt's building more 
difficult, and leſs probable ; we make ha- 

vock in his heritage, pull down what he 
is ſo ſtudious to erect; and diſperſe into 
the hen waſtes (where ſatan preſides) thoſe 
whom Chriſt is bringing into his own en- 
cloſures. 

THE ſubject would require my en- 
largement on each of theſe ob/ervations--- 
But one diſcourſe will not admit a proſe- 
cution even of this laſt to its full extent. 
Therefore I ſhall fatisfy myſelf to have 
laid a foundation for what may. be moſt 
properly directed to your aſſiſtance, as 
ſocieties attempting the reformation of man- 
ners, by putting the laws in execution againſt 
ſundry open immoralities. — 

War 
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Wu can engage you to, or encourage 
you in, this undertaking, yea, or oblige 
you to diligence and accurate circumſpec- 
tion in the proſecution thereof, like this? 
In this your attempt, you have Chriſt for 
your head, and his kingdom and deſigns to 
promote, and this in oppoſition to ſatan 
and his kingdom : Alſo, that to neglect it, 
would ftate you on ſatan's fide, and for 
his intereſts, in oppgſition to Chriſt, and 
his kingdom. 

How forcible is any one of theſe con/ide- 
rations ? how much more, all of them con- 


Joined? as indeed they are in favour of 


your bleſſed enterprize. And this I hope 


to evidence in the following propoſitions, 
which are founded on what I have already 
ſpoken to, and will lead me to re- aſſume 
and improve thoſe obſervations I more 
haſtily paſſed over. : 

I Prop. Tut reformation of the man- 
ners of mankind, is a conſiderable part of 
the deſign of Chriſt, as head of the divine 
kingdom in this world. 

By reformation of manners, conſidered 
as the adequate deſign of Chriſt, I mean 
the turning of men from fin to holineſs. 
This, I confeſs, is beyond a reſtraint to 
ſuch flagitious open enormities which li- 
miteth your undertaking. And therefore 
I ſhall fay little of reformation, but under 
a reſpe& to ſuch open evils. Our Lord 
finds the world groſly depraved---Serving 


divers 
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divers luſts and pleaſures, Tit. iii. 3. The SerM. 
gratification and fulfilling of carnal and - VI. 
ſpiritual luſts, make up the ſordid employ- WY. 
ment of apoſtate finners, and this often in 
open defiance of God's authority. Some 
are mad upon their idols; ſome are Blaſs jer. 1. 38. 
pheming the ſacred name of God, from 
their contempt of, and enmity againſt him; 
ſome profaning his /abbath and worſhrp 
others deſtroying the harmony of this lower 
ſtate, by violating the laws of thoſe ſeveral 
relations men ſtand in to each other ; ſome 
guilty of blood, others of filthy fornication, 
and adulteries, or defrauding their neigh- 
bours, or lying, flandering, and the like. 
THe prevalency of ſuch crimes argueth 
the devil's empire, and as far as they ob- 
tain, he reigneth in any place; but when Rer. ü. 
theſe are reformed, his ſeat ſo far is over- '7 
thrown, and the kingdom of Chriſt gets 
ground. : 
To reform a world fo corrupt, was 
very becoming a holy Feſus, but poſſible 
only to an almighty Saviour, when all : 
that was init is luſt; and the whole of it John ik 
is ſo eaſily, agreeably, and deeply fixed in 
wickedneſs; yea, in that wicked one, who 
introduced, excites, and maintains this cor- 
ruption, i 25 ris nr, I Jobn v. 19. 
Ao other deſigns for the glory of 
God, and the benefit of the creation, Jeſus 
Chriſt reſolveth the reforming of mankind: 
He came to bleſs us, in turning every one 


of 
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SERM. of us from his iniquity : For well knowing 
VI. . impurity would make no man happy, 
WWW whilſt his temper and courſe of life is 
wicked, he will %% us by reforming us; 
and to effect this, was a conſiderable part 
of his errand. The fame is atteſted, 1 John 
iii. 8. For this purpoſe the Son of God was 
manifeſted, that he might deſtroy the works 
of the devil; i. e. unrighteous, wicked 
works; theſe devil;ſh bands wherein ſatan 

held men, Chriſt came to unlooſe. 
Tux methods Chriſt took to reform the 
world, are greatly adapted to this end, as 
well as expreſſive of his concernedneſs to 
Tit. ii. 11, accompliſh it; conſider his goſpel, That 
12. teacheth us to deny ungodlineſs and worldly 
luſts, and to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and 
godly in this preſent world. And if you 
will examine this as the fandard, it will 
be found, that the higheſt profeſſion of 
religion with @ bad life, and the greateſt 
pretences to grace, where vices are indul- 
ged, make up no more than a dead image, 
and will prove no other than damning H- 
Tarr fame goſpel-light will convince 
you, that the doctrinal opinions which 
tend not at all to promote practical god- 
lineſs, are but vain notions ; the molt plau- 
fible ſpeculations which obſtruct it, are de- 
ſtructive errors; yea, the moſt orthodox 
conceptions which influence not to a ſober 
behaviour, will eventually increaſe mens 
condem- 
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condemnation. Nor can any man wiſely SERM. 
examine whether his knowledge, faith, or VI. 
love, be ſaving, or not ſaving, unleſs he 
try them by the efficacy they have upon 
the ſcope of his practice; for they will 
never prove ſaving in that man whom they 
fail to reform. 

Ou bleſſed Lord did not only adapt 
his doctrine to our reformation, but he alſo 
ſuffered death to remove the obſtacles to 
it, and to procure the Spirit's operations 
for reſtoring the divine image, and turn- 
ing men from their- wicked courſe. He 
ſpoiled the devil of his power to that de- 
gree, that he cannot compel men to tranſ- 
greſs, as otherwiſe he had been able. 

W1ckEDNEss he put to the bluſh by 
his own holy example, and provided a bar- 
rier againſt it, by the authority enſtamped 
on both magiſtracy and miniſtry. 

NEED I add, his continuing (if not a 
new implanting) ſuch notices and inſtincts 
in fallen men, as render them ſhy, aſbam d, 
and afraid of groſs wickedneſs, till they 
are hardned by cuſtom ; and even by this 
ſcarce ever brought ſo. far, as not ſecretly | 
to diſallow their own vicious courſes, and | 
approve the contrary. 

Nor to mention his aroviduntinl re- 
ſtraints, and ſenſible rebukes to flagitious 
evils, nor his clear explication of God's 
laws; let us note how full and plain an 
account he hath given us of heaven he | 
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hell, whereby fin and holineſs muſt be 


far enough from being indifferent matters 


WYV to immortal ſouls; for as either of them 


2 Cor. vi. 
3 


do govern, we ſhall be eternally lodged in 
the one or other of thoſe two places, Rom. ii. 
10. 

AN D for what is this, and the reſt 
which our Lord hath done, but that 
profanenefs and immorality may be expelled, 
and true religion, juſtice, truth, love, pu- 
rity, and temperance, might again prevail, 
with an acknowledgment of himſelf, as the 
great means of all? How happy xl this 
earth be, when his kingdom &vercomes ? 
That is, when this deſigned reformation 
univerfally prevatleth-----Fhe natural, as 
well as the moral effect of it, will be a 
{top to the iſeries, and the improvement 
of the frueſt welfare of mankind. 

2 Prop. ALL they who promote the 
reformation of the manners of mankind, 
are ſo far with Chriſt and his kingdom, 
and againſt the devil and his kingdom. 

Tris determineth whom they follow 
as their leader, and what end they live to. 
Whenever you put a ſtop to fin by advice, 
reproof, or reſtraints, you are oppoſing 
what Chriſt came to deſtroy ; and when 
you contribute to the advancement of pi- 
ety and virtue, you concur with Chriſt 
in what his heart is ſet on. You may 
ſay, We are workers together with Chriſt, 


and this in what he will own at laſt. 
Nor 
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Nor need you fear oppoſition therein from SERM. 
any beſides the devil, and ſuch as he can VI. 
influence. You fight under Chriſt's con- 
duct, and this is the trueſt indication that 
you are his ſubjects and followers; yea, if 
you do it heartily, and for right ends, it is 
an infallible evidence you are his diſciples 
in fncerity. To proſelyte men to a party 
among chriſtians, will be found no ſuch 
teſtimony of your being for Chriſt, as this 
faithful endeavour to reform mens ways. 

3 Prop. EvERY man, in his proper ſta- 
tion, ought to be for Chriſt, in promoting 
the reformation of others. To take the 
ſenſe of this, you may obſerve the extent 
of the obligation; its all men, each ſhould 
do ſomewhat. The meaſure and limitation 
of mens attempts, that's to be according to 
 therr proper ſtation ; the kind and degrees 
of ſervice in this work, muſt be accom- 
modated to your abilities and opportuni- 
ties. Any neglect is culpable, utmoſt en- 
deavours will be accepted, and order muſt 
be maintained, 

THr1s is part of the charge that accom- 
panies every office of divine appointment. 
Magiſtrates have their power and honour, 2 
with this affixed thereto, That they be @ Rom. xi. 
terror to evil. doers, and a praiſe to them ths 
that do well, The ſupreme magiſtrates 
ſhould enact laws againſt immoralities and 
profaneneſs; and all in power muſt exe- 
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cute the eſtabliſhed penalties impartially, 
and conſcientiouſly. 

Mi1N1sTERSs are appointed by reproof, 
threatnings, inſtructions, and cenſures, to 
diſſuade from all iniquities, and prevent 
them what they can; and a woe is de- 


- nounced expreſily againſt ſuch as omit this, 


Bzek. xxxili. 6. It were eaſy to prove 


that maſters are to reſtrain impiety and 


vice in their ſervants, and that its incum- 
bent on parents to ule all diligence to ſub- 
due tranſgreſſions, and encourage virtue in 
their children. 

TH1s charge is ſo evident, that one 
would think a claim to honour and duty, 
as by divine appointment, were diſingenu- 
ous in any in theſe ſuperior relations, who 
difregard that reforming work, for which 
God appointed the ſaid honour and autho- 
rity----Nor is it any wonder that provi- 


_ dence often permits the inferior correlates 


to deſpiſe and diſobey them who are over 
them, when ſuperiors ſuffer vice in them 
to go unreſtrained. 

Bur the obligation of ſuch ſuperiors to 
reforming work, is too obvious to inſiſt on; 
the ſcruple may appear greater among e- 
quals, and ſuch may be ready to excuſe 
themſelves by ſaying, I am a private man, 
to, power over my neighbour, and there- 


fore free from all obligations to endeavour 


their reformation. To ſuch I anſwer, ei- 


ther reforming others is not Chriſt's intereſt, 
or 
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or thou according to thy ſtation, art oblig'd SE RM. 


to do it; and thou mayeſt innocently ob- 


ſtruct the amendment of others, or it's thy WWW 


duty to promote their amendment : For the 


text is thus extended, Whoever is not for 


me, is againſt me; and who gathers not with 
me, ſcatters abroad. | 

True, the magiſtrate's ſword is not 
thine to do execution thyfelf, but Chriſt by 
the magiſtrate calls to thee, as Exod. xxxii. 
20. Who 1s on the Lord's fide, let him come 
unto me. It is the recorded fault of the 
common people, as well as of others, none 


calleth for juſtice againſt atrocious criminals, 


Ta. lix. 4. and you may as well ſay, none 
except the magiſtrate, ſhould help to ap- 
prehend the flying murderer ; as that no 
other ſhould aſſiſt to convict the drunkard, 
fornicator, ſabbath-profaner, and blaſphe- 
mer. If there were no /aws to punith theſe 
offenders, thy private ſeaſonable reproof, 
and forbearing their company, would be 
thy laſt relief: But when there are laws 
againſt ſuch ; nay, when the laws expreſly 
encourage private mens proſecution of ſuch, 
what can be pretended to exempt you from 
doing ſo ſmall a thing as informing againſt 
tranſgreflors, that they may be reclaimed, 
and the /and acquitted by their puniſhment ? 
The fame providence that led thee to be- 
hold that offence, {if private reproof reco- 
ver not the delinquent) dictates to thee, that 
thou art the perſon deſign'd to embitter his 
fin to him by publick puniſhment, and fo 
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SERM. prevent the contagion by his indulged ex- 


VI. 


ample. 


Ve ends of good laws are fruſtrated, if 


Lev. xix. 
17. 
\ 


and ability to do,. for the dethroning of ſa- 


private men muſt not convict offenders; for 
what great uſe are our laws againſt vitious 
practices and prophaneneſs, if multitudes 
may offend, and none be puniſhed, un- 
leſs they perpetrate their villanies in the 
fight of ſome zealous magiſtrates, who 
are nor many? Moreover, the obligation 
of private perſons to reſtrain fin as they are 
able, doth reſult from that duty of love you 
all owe to your neighbours : Thou ſhalt not 
hate thy brother in thy heart; thou ſhalt in 
any Wiſe reouke thy neighbour, and not ſuffer 


n upon him. Thy neighbour's amendment 


is the end, rebuking him the means—But 
what is meant by this rebuking ? No leſs 
than that juſt ſeverity which'is ſufficient to 
reclaim him be uſed, when gentle reproof 
hath been tried in vain For you may as 
well ſay, to reprove him by word is no duty, 
if you may ſtop at that, when you can 
lawfully bring him under methods more ſe- 
dere. For to rebuke him includes the 44% 
as well as the former Nor is it leſs hatred 
to deny him the help of legal puniſhments, 
to affright him from them, than to grudge 
him the aſſiſtance of a few words of thine 
own. | 

Bu to iſſue this point, I put it to your 
conſciences, is not every private perſon 


oblig'd to do all which he hath both r:ght 


tan, 
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tan, advancing of Chriſt, ſerving his coun- SERM. 
try, and faving his ncighbour ? Will any VL 
man deny this ? Now reforming others 
by judicially proſecuting the flagitious, tend 
to theſe good ends; and that the meaneſt 
among you have not a right and ability to. 
convict ſuch criminals, which is a fit means 
to the reformation, you cannot pretend. 
What pretence then will the obſcurity» of 
your condition yield againſt the convicting 
them, being your duty, as well as others, 
eſpecially when any man's teſtimony for 
conviction, 1s but as a private man, and the 
law authorizes you therein, as much as if 


you were a magiſtrate ; therefore you are as 
much obliged to witneſs, as any magiſtrate, | 
Andyou have no plea againſt engaging there- 
in, but what might command a bluſh ; for 
he that pondereth the heart, ſees, and will 
force yourſelves to own, that you omit it, 
becauſe you ſecretly favour {atan's empire 
againſt Chriſt, you make a light account 
of the evil and danger of theſe fins, you are 
under a curſed indifferency for Chriſt's in- 
tereſt, and prefer your gain, eaſe, and ſafety 
above 'em : Nay, you hate your brother, and 
are well content that ſatans depraving and 


— — 2 WR. — —— — 


deſtructive ways ſhould abide and prevail. | 

THEREFORE lay by your excuſes, and | 

ſay no more, Am I my brother's keeper ? | 

4 Why ſhould I intermeddle ? 
K 4. Prop. EvxRVY faithful Chriſtian and 


4 follower of Chriſt, muſt and will ſubſerve 
Chriſt in the work of reformation. 
et Dd 2 My 
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SerRM. My text will bear this connection, be 

VI. thatis for me, will gather with me: If any 

man be truly devoted to me as his head and 

leader, he will concur with me in promo- 

ting religion, truth, righteouſneſs, tempe- 

rance and purity, upon the ruins of irreli- 

gion, prophaneneſs, falſhood, injuſtice, 

drunkenneſs, and debaucheries. And, my 

friends, this is ſo far from contingency, 

that there is a neceſſity, and a certain fu- 

turity of it from the very conſtitution and 

eſſentials of a true Chriſtian, even ſuch, 

that he cannot be a Chriſtian indeed, who 
ſtatedly, and altogether omits it. 

For, I. It is implied in our dedication 
to Chriſt, We become Chriſtians by our 
dedication to the Lord Jeſus, and that de- 
dication can amount to no leſs than that we 
do renounee the world, fleſh and devil, and 
will fight under Chriſt's banner, and ſtand 
by his cauſe and intereſts againſt ſatan and 
his uſurpations ; which interpretatively is 
not only, that the devil and the fleſh ſhall 
not govern me in particular, but that as far 
as I am able, they ſhall govern no other 
perſon ; they ſhall have no place whence I 
can expel them; I'll adhere to Chriſt, and 
vigorouſly follow him in all juſt attempts 
for their reſtraint and extirpation. ; 

You wear a Chriſtian name, and you 
own that you yielded up yourſelves unto 
the Lord Chriſt by covenant-engagement : 
How then is it poſſible, if your hearts were 
right, to hear his name blaſphemed, = 

$ 
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his day unhallowed, his laws trampled on, $>R& M4. 
and what he came to deſtroy, maintained VI. 
with defiance ; and you connive at men 
doing it without controul, when you have 
the happy advantage of good laus to put a 
{top thereto ? | 

To reconcile this to Chriſtianity, you 
muſt reckon that prophaneneſs and ſacrilege 
are part of your chriſtian vow ; or that Hy- 
pocriſy in vowing is allowable ; or elſe that 
in giving up yourſelves to Chriſt, you truly 
intended no more than what may be thus 
expreſſed : Oh, thou my Saviour! To thee 
I yield up myſelf, that by thee I may get 
ſafety, and life eternal; but I am not ſo 
much as to offend a wicked neighbour, or 
at all to expoſe myſelf in reſiſting thy. ene- 
mies, avouching thy intereſts, or pleading 
thy cauſe : I muſt be exempted from all la- 
bour, expence, and hazard, in following 
thee as my leader; I will be neutral in thy 
undertaking to reform the world, and ex- 
cepted from purſuing that deſign. With 
theſe limitations, I'm content to give up my 
ſelf to thee, this is all I mean by my Chri- 
tian dedication, and if therein thou inſiſteſt 
upon more ſervice on my part, I difavow 
and renounce that dedication, and ſhall 
ſhew that I do ſo by my indifferency and 
neglect, whenever thou putteſt me on help- 
ing forwards the work of reformation. 

WrAarTeEveR you may fancy, thus your 
foederal tranſactings with Chriſt muſt be in- 
terpreted, if you eſteem yourſelves anch li- 


4-22 Sermon to the Societies for 


SE REI. ged to reftrain other mens oaths and enor- 
VI. mities. But how are you impoſed on by 
LV fatan and your own carnal minds, if 
Matthew you can imagine that this is to be baptized 
ur 19- 22 (or into) the name of the Father, Son, 
x Pet, iti. and Holy Ghoſt ; or that a good conſcience 
82 anſwers to no other demands in that ba 
ti/m which faveth ? Read the Goſpel again, 
and you'll foon find it condemneth ſuch a 
heartleſs and deceitful ſenſe of devotedneſs 
to Chriſt, a ſenſe which every gracious ſoul 
muſt abhor; yea, common ingenuity will 
deteſt, as ungrateful and baſe, and too 
mean for a Chriſtian to offer, or a Bleſſed 
Redeemer to accept. Every real faint will 
reckon himſelf ſeparated to Chriſt, and 
that Chrift hath thereupon an abſolute pro- 
priety in him, and that it's by the utmoſt 
ſervices this propriety is to be acknowledg'd ; 
his language is, the God wwhoſe I am, and 
whom I ſerve, Acts xxvii. 23. To me 10 
live is Chriſt, Phil. i. 21. 

2. A regenerate nature impels a Chriſtian 
to further the work of reformation. 

Ev xv true chriſtian is partaker of the 
divine nature: By this he is denominated 
the regenerate ſeed of Chriſt, becauſe he 
is in a degree truly conformed to Chriſt in 
his temper and inclinations, and thence he 
loveth and abhorreth things correſpondent- 
ly to what Chrift doth. Upon this very 
account the reforming deſigns of Chriſt 
are lovely to the genuine chriſtian, and all 
daring wickedneſs is deteſted by him; yea, 

a 
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a zeal for the reſtraint of fin, and for pro- SE RM. 
moting holineſs, is become his natural in- VI. 
ſtindt; and therefore he ſuffers in the Www 
criminal exorbitances, he beholds and muſt 
ofter a violence to himſelf when he teſti- 
fieth not his diſlike againſt open wicked- 
neſs, as well as his approbation of what is 
vertuous and becoming. 
Ho w impoſſible then muſt it be to ſuch 
a man to have a proſpect of reforming the 
flagitious, and a certainty of reſtraining 
their open and daring villainies, and yet 
neglect the means which are in his hand 
to effect theſe things? You muſt ſuppoſe 
the judgment, conſcience, will and affec- 
tions of this man altogether unactive; nay, 
himſelf to move ſtatedly againſt his ſtrong- 
eſt byaſs, and divine influences, neither to 
yield, nor excite any holy propenſions, if 
ſloth or carnality can reconcile him to in- 
dulge what he ſo abominates, and to neg- 
lect what his heart is ſo intenſely bent for. 
MoRrEoveR, you muſt conclude this 
man to pray in a deceitful manner, and 
to counter- act his own petitions ; for he 
daily prayeth, thy name be ſanctiſied, and 
yet ſuffers it to be blaſphemed: Thy king- 
dom come, and yet countenanceth rebellion: - 
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven, 
and yet conniveth at the daring violation 
of God's plain commandments, and is con- 
tent the earth ſhall be an emblem of Hell 
for villany, Mat. vi. 10. A good man 
from the inſtin& of a holy nature faith, -. 
Dd 4 Rivers 
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SRM. Rivers of water run down mine eyes, becauſe 
VI. they keep not thy laws. And is it poſſible 
Wo he ſhould refuſe labour and expence to 
* eaſe himſelf of what he thus heartily com- 
plains. What coſts him floods of tears 
when he cannot prevent it, muſt force 
his utmoſt endeavours to ſubdue it. 
WHENEVER you determine that a re- 
generate perſon may neglect to help for- 
wards the work of reformation, you muſt 
account him to fruſtrate his greateſt hopes, 
2 Pet. iii, Which are, that there fhall be 2 neu hea- 
13. ven and a new earth, wherein dwelleth 
righteouſneſs. He muſt be reckon'd free 
from the impreſs that every nature is un- 
.der the power of, v/z. an abhorrence a- 
gainſt what is deſtructive to it, and an 
aptneſs to propagate itſelf. 

3. The reforming of the world is one 
great deſign of Chriſt's diſciplining and ga- 
thering men into his kingdom. 

THis is the charge they receive, this is 
a great part of their truſt; and they muſt 
be treacherous to him, and unfaithful to 
that truſt, if they omit to enlighten, cleanſe, 
and reform the world to the utmoſt of their 
capacity. Chriſt as the head of the hu- 
man nature, is engaged in a war againſt 
tze devil, to reſcue finners. out of his 
16. li. power, to divide the ſpoil. 

He might have employed angels alone 
in this conteſt ; but he _ put an ho- 
nour upon ſinful men alſo in the affair. 
He could have furniſhed all the men he 


| em- 
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employ'd, with the dignity, force, and au- 8ERM . 
thority of princes ; but for the generality VI. 
he makes uſe of a few mean ordinary per = 
ſons, that ſatan's defeat, tho aſſiſted with 
the ſcepters of moſt kings, might be more 
tor menting to the devil, and more honour- 
able to Chriſt, Of this number aſſiſting 
Chriſt in this war, is every real chriſtian 
reckoned, and upon his efficacious call, 
he enrolls them his ſubjects, and by mak- 
ing them chriſtians, he liſts them jo/dzers ; 
not only to fight their own way to hea- 
ven, but to aſſiſt Chriſt's cauſe, and ex- 
tend his conqueſts as far as they are able. 2 Tim. ii. 

VER often they hear their teſtimony + 
for Chriſt, by enduring only a figbt of af- Heb. x. 32. 
flictiont; and thus overcome by dyzng, 
Rev. xii. 11. The more qualified among 
them defend the faith by arguments as 
well as by ſufferings, 1 Tim. vi. 12. 2 Tim. 
iv. 7. But the ſummary truſt of each 
chriſtian, and at all times, and by all due 
ways, is no leſs than this, vig. That in 
defence of the laws of Chriſt, they trie | 
againſt in; (which muſt oft be other Heb.xii.4. 
mens fins, or their ood had not been in 
apparent danger to be ſhed for ſtriving a- 
gainſt them.) And that with the doctrine 
.of Chriſt, they promote piety and virtue, 
which that doctrine fails not to produce, 
wherever it is ſincerely received. 
Ax ſome ſeaſons Chriſt gives an ad- 
vantage to his followers, by wholſome 
laws and godly magiſtrates,----And when 


Its 
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SERM. its ſo, can you think their own ſafety ſuſ- 

VI. pends their truſt? Or that he who was 
WYV to die a martyr, for teſtifying againſt fin, 

muſt not oppoſe fin by endeavouring to 

put thoſe laws in execution which are 

enacted: againſt _it ; ſuch a ſuppoſition ar- 

gues their quiet is dangerous to the church 

in a worſe ſenſe than it hath been as yet 

accounted, viz. that it relaxeth all obliga- 

tions on private chriſtians to endeavour 
faithfully the world's amendment. | 

THEy that govern themſelves by this 
notion, would ſcarce have been martyrs 
for any concern of Chriſt in a day of 
ſuffering ; for if idleneſs, or a ſcoff be e- 
nough to deter from ref/t:ng fin, ſurely 
a flame, a gibbet, or loſs of eſtate would 

rove ſufficient to make them commit 
thoſe ſins, and condemn all holineſs. Had 
former martyrs lived in our days, that zeal 
which governed them to die for Chriſt's 
truths and laws, muſt have compelled 
them now to ac vigorouſly for his laws, 
and never ceaſe to adore that grace which 
afforded them the protection and aſſiſtance 
of magiſtrates in ſo acting for Chriſt a- 

inſt fin and fatan, 

PuT theſe three heads together, and 
judge whether he deſerves a chriſtian name, 
who will not engage on Chriſt's fide to 
reform the nation, and whether there be 
any danger that a true 1/raelite can refuſe 
it, unleſs his dedication prove a. nullity, his 


regenerate principle loſe its power, and 
| the 
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| the defign of his chriſtian: calling be diſ- SER. 
appointed ? . 


S Ee T. x 


APPLICATION. Infer. 1. REAL chri- 
ſtians are united in the greateſt things. 

THEY are for Chriſt and his intereſts, 
againſt ſatan and fin, in the bent of their 
hearts and ſcope of their lives, To me 10 
live is Chriſt, hath their joint conſent, 
Phil. i. 21. His kingdom they endeavour | 
to advance, his royalties they would main- 
tain, and what oppugnes him they would 
overthrow, they would make the world 
wiſer and better, and ſet all men free from 
ſatan's empire, which is upheld by, and 
expreſſed in the dominion of mens luſts. 

UNION in theſe great things may well 
conſiſt with difference in leſs conſiderable 
matters, and is more chriſtian and of high- 
er conſequence than agreement in many 
diſputed notzons, or accord in a ceremony. 
How mean a thing and unprofitable is it 
to be of one faction, or party, yea, or 
communion among Proteſtants, compared 
herewith ? Let men agree in the never 
ſo much, they are departed from Chriſt, 
and carnally joined together, if they are 
divided in a reſolvedneſs to reform the 
nation. And what a pity is it, that they 
- who are joined in Chriſt their head, and in 
this his intereſt and deſign, ſhould be diſ- 
united in leſſer things, eſpecially to mutual 
hatred and detraCtions ? 

. 
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SER. AND mote is it to be bewailed that any 
VI. perſons who honeſtly aim at the promot- 
ing of Chriſt's intereſts, and oppoſing of 
ſin, ſhould by miſtakes and temptation at 
any times be employed by the devil in ſerv- 
ing his purpoſes, and diſſerving Chriſt, 
which too too often happens; and ought to 
caution the moſt confident to try their own 

irits, and examine their proceedings, e- 

Luke ix. ſpecially when vehement: Je know not 
55 , what manner of ſpirit ye are of, was a 
charge againſt better men than us. 

Inf. 2. Encouragements in promoting re- 
formation work, are very great, notwith- 
ſtanding the greatneſs of the drfficulttes. 

Di1rFicuLTIEs I know are apt to de- 
ter from beginning, and to diſcourage you 
from proceeding in this work, tho' honour- 
able; and he is unthoughtful who ac- 
knowledgeth not the difficulties to be great. 
Great are the ſtruggles of corrupt nature ; 
violent, unwearied, and various is the op- 
poſition of /atan, that we may ſay, as St. 

 Eph.vi.12 Paul, We fight not againſt fleſh and blood, 
but againſt principalities and powers. In 
our land cy/ffom hath heightened the tor- 
rent of profaneneſs and irreligion, and 
makes feeble means incapable to put a 
ſtop thereto. Greatneſs and multitude ſtill 
too much ſupport theſe, as former autho- 
rity for unworthy defigns, had a great 
hand in introducing and making them 
faſhionable. | 
Bur after all, if your eyes were open, 


you 
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you would perceive that more are for SRRM. 
you, than can be againſt you; and the VI. 
ground for courage much exceeds that of wwe 
deſpondency. For this end review a little, 
1, Wu o he is that you are for, and 
with you, 2. What you are ſtriving for, 
and againſt, 3. Whom you have to op- 
poſe and fight againſt you, 4. What pre- 
ſent advantages in this work you have at 
this time. 
1. Wo you are for, and is with you. 
My text tells you it is for Chriſt; he is 
our head, to whom the kingdom is given, Eph. i. 
and who is far above principalities and? ** 
ers. You have him for your leader, 
who hath the ſecurity of heaven, that he 4 
ſhall reign and overcome; and of whoſe 4g Far 
kingdom there ſhall be no end. In the fight Dan. vii. 
you are ſure to proſper in the proper ſea- 14 
ſon, which if delayed, he will alike own 
and reward your faithful endeavours, as 
if your ſucceſs were greateſt. Cauſe of 
fear in this enterprize you have none, when 
he can protect you in the utmoſt danger, 
and hath a right to admit you into his 
heavenly kingdom when your work is 
over, both which he will infallibly do, 
for be hath the keys of David, Rev, iii. 7. 
Go on then, for no faithful followers 
can ever be aſhamed of this general; nor 
will he be aſhamed of ſuch. His eye is 
ſtill upon you, and his preſence ever with 
you, to renew your /rength, and afford 
ſupports, Angels think this em W 
or 
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Tus parhament's addreſs, and the king's 


VI. proclamation thereupon, with a proſpect 
of more /aws purſuant thereto, are great 


things, and good ſigns; the moſt hopeful 
indications England for many years afford- 
eth. You engage againſt evils which the 
fupreme authority, in all its conſtituent parts, 
have teſtified againſt ; magiſtracy is enga- 
ged and injoined to aſſiſt you; nay, it is 
no other than the execution of many ex- 
cellent laws which you ſubſerve. 

Tux number of your ſocieties are mul- 
tiplying in the country, yea, your example 
is imitated in Jreland with greater ſucceſs 
than here; the main of your d:fficulty is 
over, and fignal ſucceſſes have attended you; 
many prayers are on your fide, and inviſi- 
ble powers concerned with you. By many 
ſuch things heaven ſmileth on this work; 
and can you faint without the greateſt 
reproach ? : 

» Exbort. LeT me therefore excite and 
injoin you to proceed vigorouſly in this glo- 
rious attempt. 

I navs proved it your duty paſt all 
diſpute ; that ought to remove your back- 
wardneſs and floth. I have ſhewn you 
ſomewhat of your encouragements ; let that 
allay all fear, Need I tell you, you are 
hereby endeavouring but due returns from 
England for its eminent deliverance from 
extreameſt miſeries, and thoſe unavoida- 
ble to humane view. You are preventing 


thoſe calamities which will return with 
| | | aggra- 


Reformation of Manners. 


aggravations, if theſe evils be not reform- SERM. 
ed, Ezra ix. 13, 14. You are providing VI. 
the ſureſt way to revive our trade, pro- 


long our peace, and recover England's 
glory. If you ſucceed, bodies and minds 
will be freed from the ſad effects of the 
debaucheries, which are as fatal as appa- 
rent. You lay the beſt foundation for 
peace among the divided parties in this 
nation, who will, when vertuous, eaſily 
coaleſce, and be free to take away all un- 
neceſſary cauſes of diviſion. 

YouR very meeting together, and joint 
concurrence in this laudable employment, 
will conciliate your minds, and melt them 
down into moderation, which is a temper 
ſo neceſſary, and upon which our happi- 
neſs ſo much depends, that I dare deliver 
this prognoſtick: England can never be 
fixedly happy in its religious, or civil con- 
cernments, but by an UNION between 
the moderate churchmen, and the moderate 
diſſenters. 


You befriend your own children and 


poſterity, by preventing the infection that 
may ruin them. Many other arguments 
might be urged——Oh that theſe and all 
others made uſe of by the ſeveral reverend 
miniſters in both places of your meetings, 
may by the bleſſing of God invigorate your 
minds in this attempt, and diſpoſe tran/- 

greſſors to ſubmit thereto. 
AND ſurely whatever is a motive to the 
Pbyfician to endeavour the cure, is much 
7 Ee more 
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SRE RM. more forcible with the diſeaſed to admit it: 

VI. Is endeavouring the reformation of you, 

WV oh ſinners! fo plainly the duty of this %- 

| ciety, and worth their utmoſt pains and 
charge; and can it be a light thing, whe- 
| ther you will be reformed, or no? Oh the 
| teſtimony againſt you that ſhall ariſe from 

hence, if you be ſtill uncleanſed ! 
I ſhall give a few cautions, 
| 1. Wir reſpect to the preliminaries 
| to, and the firſt words of my text. 

STATE not Chriſt's deſigns which you 
propoſe to ſerve by your haſty fancy, but 
his own plain adjuſtment of them; you 
are not for Chriſt by eſpouſing an error ; 
you act not with, or for him in oppoſing 
what he forb:ds not, or violently contending 
for what is :nd:ferent, trivial, or doubtful ; 
his Kingdom's concernment lies in what is 
commanded, plain, and momentous. 

AND therefore let your endeavours be 
laid out in proportion to the evidence his 
word gives concerning things; and tho it 
be too unuſual, yet be you as earneſt for 
what is important, and plainiy commanded, 
and againſt what is flagitious, and plainly 
prohibited, as others are apt to be for trifles 
of their own inventing, or againſt fins of 
their own making. 

Ap withal, be afraid, without higheſt 
Scripture evidence well applied, to judge any 
men, or party of proteftants, to be for or 
againſt Chriſt, in contradiſtinction from 
others: It would make a tender _ -_ 

blee 
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bleed to hear wo extremes apply that one SERNM . 
text againſt men of a duer temper, How VI. 
long halt ye between two opinions ? If God FN oo 
be God, follow him; but if Baal, follow him. xvii. 22. 
When more charity would better evidence 
either fide to be the followers of Chriſt. 
2. To you the members of the ſocieties, 
with reſpect to your undertaking. 
TH1NKk not lightly as to yourſelves of 
ſuch fins as fall not under the edge of the 
magiſtrate's fword : For tho' they are not 
{o hurtful to human ſocieties, and therefore 
not ſo provided againſt by the law of man ; 
yet they areas contrary to Chriſtianity, and 
inconſiſtent with it, as others be. Brutal 
fins are chiefly thoſe you have the law on 
your fide to puniſh : But be you alike 
watchful againſt deviliſß fins, ſuch as ma- 
lice, envy, pride, rancour, lying, &c. 
Guard alſo againſt infidelity, hypocriſy, 
carnal ſelfiſhneſs, and all impurity of 
heart; which, with the like fins, God re- 
ſerves for puniſhment in endleſs flames. 
Warc ſtrictly that no ſcandalous 
practices of your own blemiſh or obſtruct 
our undertaking ; for you will be more 
obſerved than others, and your + faults 
will induce a charge of hypocriſy upon 
all active inſtruments, tho' never ſo ſincere. 
LE T not your endeavours be blaſted by 
any appearance of pragmaticalneſs, oſten- 
tation, folly, rage, vanity, making a ſport of 
ſin, revenge, or partiality ;---but contrive 
things fo, that the puniſhed may be forced to 
Ee2 confeſs, 
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confeſs, its zeal for God, and love to them, 
which entirely govern you in this attempt. 


— TAKE care that your ends, and the 


Jam.iv.11 
Tit. iii. 2, 


principle you act from, be approved by 
the heart-ſearching God; that ſo you may 
not loſe your reward, nor forfeit his de- 
fence. And know, its poſſible for carnal 
fſelfi/hneſs to be the ſpring of actions ad- 
vanced to the height of theſe, though fo 
very excellent. 

G o not out of your own ſtation, nei- 
ther uſe any unjuſtifiable means, leſt you 
prove ſnares to others, or yourſelves, in- 
ſtead of reformers. 

BE tender of your neighbour's reputa- 
tion, and therefore publiſh no man's faults, 
unleſs it be before the magiſtrate in order 
to civil puniſhments; or before perſons 
authoriſed to inflict church-cenſures. Re- 
proachful railing was never ordained by 
God or man, to be a reforming means; 
and he who chargeth you to ſpeak not evil 
of one another, yea, of no man, will require 
at your hands all that obſtructed ſervice, 
and all afflictive damage occaſion'd by your 
reproachful language. | 

ATTEMPT to convict no man of pu- 
niſhable crimes, where your proof is not 
full and evident ; for thereby you'll diſcover 
your owa folly and uncharitableneſs, baffle 
your great deſign, expoſe your neighbour 


to ſuſpicion, and-Fourſelves to danger. 


BEGIN not with ſevereſt methods, 
where you hope milder will prevail : for 
| ts 
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its not cruelty but reformation is your ho- SE RI. 


neſt aim; and the laſt is beſt attained, when 
the leaſt of the firſt is needful. 

AD MIT nothing to excuſe your vigor- 
ous care to reſtrain fin, which will not 
bear your dy:ng thought, in a view of 
God's tribunal. 

LET nothing below or beſides reforma- 
tion be your deſign; and yet be not ſatiſ- 
fied with the mere honeſty of your inten- 
tion, but uſe the beſt and juſteſt ways 
which a well-informed mind directs, as 
likelieſt to reach that end. | 

TRUST not in your own heart, nor 
reckon ſucceſs to be at your own beck ; 
but depend on, and pray much to God 
for his conduct, defence, and bleſſing. 

LIMIT not your reſolution to per- 
fiſt in this bleſſed attempt by the conti- 
nued afjiſtance of others; for many, now 
vigorous, may cool in time, but your ob/:- 
gation will not ceaſe by their backſtdings. 

REPENT not of beginning this at- 
tempt, if you ſhould meet with 4% ſuc- 
ceſs, and more trouble than you at firſt 
expected: For it was not well conſidered, 
if you did not count your coſts; and your 
undertaking may be well managed on your 


part, tho great ſucceſs be wanting. But 


however unexpected trouble will not leſſen 
duty, nor diſappointment as to expec- 
ted ſucceſs, hinder your reward ; nor 
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will other mens faultineſs be charged on you. 


ALLow not your ſpirits to grow /uke- 
„ warm 
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warm and remiſs in this work, when you 
have for ſome time applied yourſelves to 
it, and attained ſome degree of reforma- 
tion thereby. There is need of this cau- 
tion, on theſe feveral accounts. Your en- 
deavours will be faint, proportionably to 
the remiſſneſs of your ſpirit; time is apt 
to allay that fervour, which in the begin- 
ning of an enterprize is more common 
and natural ; the need of reforming me- 
thods will continue, though you ſhould find 
ſome reformation as to open impieties, for 
many defilements will abide uncleanſed ; 
corrupt nature will ſoon diſcover itſelf, 
when reſtraint diminiſhes, and the more 
violently, becauſe a while kept in. 

SET no bounds to the reformation you 
propoſe, ſhort of what the /aws of the 
land do countenance, Whatever evils they 
remark, do not you connive at, tho' they 
appear not /o gro/s as thoſe you at firſt en- 
counter. Its wifdom in a very degenerate 
nation, 70 begin with the greateſt crimes : 
| But it will be unfaithfulneſs, when 
theſe are ſomewhat amended, to overlook 
the leſſer; for they are evils, and will, if 
indulged, diſpoſe men to return to ſuch as 
are more atrocious. | 

W1sELy prevent all diviſions, quarrels, 
and finifter dealings in your own ſocieties. 
Should you be uncaſy to each other, your 


ftrength is broken, and the leaſt injuſtice 
will fally your reputation, which is ſo ab- 


ſolutely neceſſary to your uſefulneſs, = 
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reaſon why I caution you againſt diviſſons, SE RM. 
is this: It too often happens, that forward- VI. 
neſs in ſuch attempts proceeds from a aa 
tural fervour, as well as a pure heavenly 
zeal; and as far as this natural fire is ac- 
tive, provoking inſolence, and indiſcretion, 
are hardly with the greateſt care prevented, 
and what tendency the diſcovery of theſe 
have to quarrels and diſguſts, is too obvi- 
ous to inſiſt on. | 

HayeiLy would this work be carried 
on, if a divine zeal in ſedate tempers di- 
refs it, and every one ſhall bear as much 
with each other's weakneſs, as he would 
in a profitable concern of his own. As to 
that part of the caution which relates to 
finiſter dealings, J have no ground to ſug- 
geſt it, but that the holieſt ſociety here, 
may have a Judas; and whilſt our nature 
is not wholly healed, we ſhould be warned 
againſt ſatan's devices. 

Laſtly, Tak E heed that your ſocieties 
degenerate not, nor be made to ſerve lower, 
or other purpoſes, than this of the refor- 
mation of manners. Earthly minds may 
debaſe their uſe, and defgning men endea- 
vour to pervert them. They now are 
duly managed to ends for which they de- 
ſerve this glorious name: Oh let that name 
ever govern all your diſcourſes, deſigns, 
and methods. He too little knows man- 
kind, and the hiſtory of former times, 
that thinks this very caution needleſs. 

| TRE 
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SRM. THz Lord impreſs theſe warnings, 

VE which faithfulneſs to Chriſt, and a great 

LV eſteem of your undertaking, compelled me 
to deliver. . 


I SHALL conclude the whole by calling 
you 70 lament, with me, that the city and 
nation fo hate to be reformed, that they 
who ſeriouſly attempt it, muſt bear the 
ſeoffs of moſt; and to be an znformer againſt 
the obſtinately vicious, is with them a re- 
proachful title, tho God records it for a 
commendation to men of higheſt rank, ver. 
8 | 
Lx T's Sewail, that after all God's long 

uſe of reforming methods, we ſhould 
ſtill have ſo much need to be reformed. 
That text, Ezek. xxii. 24. is applicable to 
us: Say unto her, Thou art the land that is 
not cleanſed. And when we conſider that 
the peſtilence, the burning this city, the 
ſword, loſs of trade, growing poverty, 
and above all, the goſpel means of grace, 
have been all ſo notoriouſly uneffectual to 
reclaim us, have we not great cauſe to 
pray that God paſs not that ſentence againſ? 
zs, which you find uttered by this ſame 
prophet, chap. xxiv. 13. In thy filthineſs 
is lewaneſs, becauſe I have purged thee, 
and thou waſt not purged ; thou ſhalt not 
be purged from thy filthineſs any more, till 


I have cauſed my fury to reſt upon thee. 
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